
E ho‘i hou mai i ke-
-
ia mahina a‘e!

Be sure to visit us again next month for a new ha‘awina ‘o-lelo Hawai‘i (Hawaiian language lesson)!

Ho‘olako ‘ia e Ha‘alilio Solomon - Kaha Ki‘i ‘ia e Dannii Yarbrough

Ha‘awina ‘o-lelo ‘o-iwi: Learn Hawaiian

This lesson teaches how to show possession in ‘o-lelo Hawai‘i. There are two ways to show 
possession, k-possessive and k-less possessive, but this issue only teaches k-possessive. 

There are also two classes, usually called kino-O and kino-A, but this issue will focus on kino-O 
possessions. The possessive marker ko goes before the possessor(s), and the possession(s) 

follows, as in the following formula:

ko + possessor(s) + possession(s)

ko ke ka
-
ne wa‘a = the man’s canoe ko na- ka-ne wa‘a = the men’s canoe

To pluralize the possessor, the definite 
article ke/ka (“the”) becomes na-:

ko na- ka-ne mau wa‘a = the men’s canoes

To pluralize the possession, use the 
word mau before it: Possession with pronouns

These are the only pronouns that combine with the 
possessive marker ko. All other possessors remain 

the same.

ko + wau = ko’u
ko + ‘oe = kou
ko + ia = kona

There are three pronouns that combine with the 
possessive marker ko and change form: wau (I/me), 

‘oe (you), and ia (he/she/it). These combine as the 
following forms:


