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Kolea Fukumitsu portrays George Helm in ‘Äina Paikai's 
new film, Hawaiian Soul. - Photo: Courtesy

Hawaiian Hawaiian 
SoulSoul
The Making of a Short 
Film About George Helm



Ho‘olako ‘ia e Ha‘alilio Solomon - Kaha Ki‘i ‘ia e Dannii Yarbrough

Ha‘awina ‘o-lelo ‘o-iwi: Learn Hawaiian

E ho‘i hou mai i ke-
-
ia mahina a‘e!

Be sure to visit us again next month for a new ha‘awina ‘o-lelo Hawai‘i (Hawaiian language lesson)!

When talking about actions in ‘o-lelo Hawai‘i, think about if the action is complete, ongoing, or 
reoccuring frequently. We will discuss how Verb Markers are used in ‘o-lelo hawai‘i to illustrate the 

completeness of actions. 

E (verb) anaE (verb) ana - actions that are incomplete and not occurring now

Ke (verb) neiKe (verb) nei - actions that are incomplete and occurring now

no verb markersno verb markers - actions that are habitual and recurring

Ua (verb)Ua (verb) - actions that are complete and no longer occurring

Use the information above to decide which verb markers are appropriate to complete each pepeke 
painu (verb sentence) below. Depending on which verb marker you use, both blanks, one blanks, or 

neither blank will be filled.

I ka la- i nehinei
Yesterday

I ke-ia manawa ‘a-no-

At this moment

I ka la- ‘apo-po-

Tomorrow

I na- la- a pau

Everyday

I ka la- i nehinei,          
‘ai ka        ‘amakihi i ka 

mai‘a.

I kE
-
ia manawa ‘a

-
no

-
, 

mele  ka ‘amakihi i ka 
nahele.

I ka la
-
 ‘apo

-
po

-
, lele 

ka ‘amakihi i ke 
awakea.

I na
-
 la

-
 a pau, inu 

 ka ‘amakihi i ka wai.
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‘ŌLELO A KA POUHANA
MESSAGE FROM THE CEO

Aloha mai kākou,

MO‘OLELO NUI | COVER FEATURE

Hawaiian Soul PAGES 16-18
BY PUANANI FERNANDEZ-AKAMINE

Filmmaker ‘Āina Paikai has directed and produced a moving narrative 
short film about the life of Hawaiian icon and aloha ‘āina advocate 
George Helm, Jr.  This is a story about the making of his film.

MO‘OMEHEU | CULTURE

Rediscovering the Story of Kapaemahu PAGE 13
BY PUANANI FERNANDEZ-AKAMINE

A new animated short film that tells the nearly forgotten story of 
Kapaemahu has been curated by actress Whoopi Goldberg and will 
premier at the Tribeca Film Festival in New York City.

E HO‘OKANAKA | NEXT GENERATION LEADERS

Lyrics and Music PAGE 14
BY KU‘UALOHAPAU‘OLE LAU

Meet haku mele Zachary Alaka‘i Lum, a member of the Nā Hōkū 
Hanohano Award winning trio, Keauhou, and Director of Choral Music 
at Kamehameha Schools Kapālama.

HO‘OKAHUA WAIWAI | ECONOMIC SELF-SUFFICIENCY

Hawai‘i’s Video Storytellers PAGES 18-20
BY PUANANI FERNANDEZ-AKAMINE

A chronology of three short stories that profile some of the 
groundbreaking ‘ōiwi filmmakers who have dedicated their lives and 
careers to telling and preserving the stories of our lāhui through 
documentary films.

W E  A R E  S T O R Y T E L L E R S
mo‘olelo
n. Story, tale, myth, history, tradition, literature, legend, journal, log, yarn, fable, essay, chronicle, record, article.

Growing up in Kohala I remember my mother and aunties gathering for 
entire weekends to work on our family genealogy.  As they worked, 
they spontaneously shared stories alternately recounting the funny, 
frightening or foundational moments of our ‘ohana’s history, and the 
names and characteristics of the ancestors who were the protagonists 

of those tales.  Listening to them as a child, I realize now that those stories were 
a rich source of information about our family which helped to formulate my 
understanding of our ‘ohana and my place within it.  Later, as an adult, I dis-
covered that both my mother and my father kept journals filled with wonderful 
anecdotal stories written laboriously in meticulous longhand.  One story that 
always makes me smile is my father’s rather detailed account (think “recipe”) 
of his mother making ‘ökolehao in the family furo (bathtub).

Every ‘ohana has stories that are unique to them or to the places they live.  
Although shared as entertainment, many of these stories are much more than 
amusing anecdotes; they help to document the history, culture and ‘ike of our 
people.  And telling and re-telling our stories helps to keep them alive in our 
individual and collective memories.

Before Netflix or YouTube or books, storytelling was a primary medium of 
instruction by which our küpuna transmitted ancestral knowledge to the next 
generation.  These stories are not just myths or legends; they preserve the phi-
losophies and values of our people.  Within these stories are centuries of wisdom 
acquired through careful observation of the natural world.  Although they are 
often embellished with colorful characters whose exploits are larger than life, 
embedded within these stories is the what, the who, the how and the why things 
in our world are as they are.

Storytelling is the way people understand their world and preserve that knowl-
edge.  In cultures with oral traditions, such as ours, the use of oli helps to ensure 
the integrity of the stories.  The rhythms and mnemonic devices inherent in this 
form of poetry assist with the memorization of enormous bodies of work infused 
with ‘ike küpuna that have been passed down through generations.  The 
Kumulipo, Hawai‘i’s creation story, is one such example.  

Western culture has tended to trivialize storytelling, relegating it 
to flights of fancy, superstition, or the naive attempts of primitive 
peoples to make sense of the world around them.  Rather, I see 
the stories of our people as a form of data collection preserved 
over millenia, such as that contained within our moon calendar.  

In this issue of Ka Wai Ola we celebrate our modern ‘öiwi 
storytellers, from documentary and narrative filmmakers, to 
playwrights to haku mele.  The way we tell the stories of our 
people may have evolved over the years with the availability of 
new technology and new takes on traditional mediums of expres-
sion, but the volume of stories being told and preserved for future 
generations of ‘öiwi continues to expand, and so the stories 
of our people will live on. 

Sylvia M. Hussey, Ed.D.
Ka Pouhana/Chief Executive Officer
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Poi is ‘Ono and Pono

By Claire Ku‘uleilani Hughes, 
Dr. PH., R.D.

Through the 1960s, poi was sold at 
near pa‘i‘ai stage.  Traditionally, 
thick, fresh pa‘i‘ai was thinned 
by adding water, a little at a time, 
and mixing thoroughly by hand to 

make poi.  Mixing allowed several minutes 
for ho‘owali ‘ai - turning the poi up against 
the side of the bowl repeatedly until the poi 
reached the proper consistency and all water 
was absorbed.  The ho‘owali ‘ai process is 
like kneading bread dough - it develops the 
characteristic “tackiness” or elasticity of ‘ono 
poi.  Using an electric mixer does not develop 
that ‘ono poi characteristic.  Adding too much 
water at once, or not mixing it thoroughly, 
ruins the quality of mixed poi.  Families knew 
who had “good mixing hands” and those 
were the family members who mixed sweet 
poi for everyone’s enjoyment.

Our küpuna taught about the mana of kalo 

and poi through the story of Häloa, the first 
human being and the younger brother of kalo.  
The first child of Heaven and Earth was still-
born.  His grieving parents buried him, but 
soon afterwards a plant grew from that spot 
– the first kalo plant – named Häloanakalau-
kapalili.  A short time later a second child 
was born.  This child was Häloa, named after 
his kaikua‘ana (older sibling).  All Hawai-
ians are descendants of Häloa.  Thus, great 
respect and reverence was demonstrated in 
the handling of kalo and poi.  Respectfully, 
the family poi bowl was always kept tidy 
and clean.  They would kahi (carefully wipe 
with clean, wet fingers) the inside rim of the 
family poi bowl before and after serving from 
it.  Inner and outer rims of individual bowls 
were free of dribbles before placing the poi 
bowl before diners.  

The ‘ölelo no‘eau “Ke hö‘ole mai nei o 
Häloa” references Häloa’s mana.  Translated 
it means “Häloa denies that.”  It is said that 
whenever business is discussed before an 
open poi bowl, it will be denied by Häloa.  
Thus, if a medical kahuna is called upon for 
help while eating poi, it was a sign that he was 
not the right person to treat the sick person.  
However, if called to someone’s death bed 
while eating poi, he was able treat the illness, 
for Häloa would deny that death.

Traditionally, kalo and poi are the Hawai-
ian staple foods… if only we could find poi 
and afford it today.  At a Hawaiian health 
meeting in the mid-1990s, Mrs. Hillary Clin-
ton asked why poi was so expensive.  We 
told her how lo‘i kalo (taro fields) had been 
converted to sugar cane and pineapple fields 
for corporate farming, and how our lo‘i kalo 
were eliminated and the lands used for roads, 
towns, schools, homes and commercial busi-
ness centers.  We explained how the fresh 
water needed to irrigate lo‘i kalo has been 
diverted to cane and pineapple industries, to 
golf courses, and to residential communities. 

Today, one commercial brand of poi is 
priced at just over $6 per cup.  If moderate 
amounts are eaten at three daily meals, the 
cost of poi would be about $18 a day for a 
woman and $24 for a man. The per-year cost 
of poi is about $15,330 for a husband and 
wife, and for a family of four the cost is about 
$24,000... if only we could find poi and afford 
it today. 

Since the 1960s, the traditional consistency 
of poi has changed.  Current poi production 
adds water and prepares ready-to-eat poi 
with electric mixers.  Thus, the character-
istic elasticity of traditionally mixed poi is 
gone.  Nowadays, dipping two fingers into a 
poi bowl and “deftly swirling your wrist” will 

no longer capture a mouthful of poi.  Auë.  
Today we pay far more for less poi and we 
cannot always find it.

The U.S. government sets industry stan-
dards for many food products, specifying 
quantities and ingredients for foods such as 
bread, mayonnaise, ketchup and so forth.  
These “standards” set the ingredients for the 
food being sold by a specific product name 
(“bread” or “fruit juice” or “mayonnaise,” 
etc.).  Thus, if a different ratio of eggs to oil 
than that specified by industry standards is 
used to make a new mayonnaise, the new 
product would not meet U.S. standards and, 
would have to be labeled by another name 
such as “salad dressing.” The same applies to 
fruit juice.  Today, most “juice drinks” con-
tain only 10% real fruit juice.  Some newer 
drinks only include water, sweetener, artifi-
cial flavoring and food coloring.  Consumers 
must read labels closely; some “juice” con-
tains no fruit at all, just fruit “flavors” and 
deceptively colorful pictures of fruit on the 
packaging.  

Unfortunately, poi is neither registered nor 
controlled by a U.S. food standard.  Thus, 
auë, we pay far more for far less poi.  If only 
we could find poi and afford it today. 

Aloha Rising Survey Results

By Aliantha Lim

OHA’s Aloha Rising series launched with an 
online survey on January 15, 2020, Opening Day 
at the Hawai‘i State Legislature.  Our goal was 
to hear directly from the community. The survey 
was open from January 15 to February 15 and 

the question was posed: what’s important to you?  Over 2,700 
people participated in the survey with 88% self-identifying 
as Native Hawaiian or Part Hawaiian. Responses came from 

across Hawai‘i, from 41 states 
on the continent, and from 
three U.S. territories. Accord-
ing to our survey results: 

• 88% of respondents plan 
on voting this year

• Most respondents (78%) 
participated in a Hawaiian 
cultural activity within the 
past year

• The average rating of 
elected officials’ decisions was 2.17 (out of 5), or “Extremely 
Dissatisfied” 

• Most important Hawai‘i issues: 1) Affordable homeown-
ership;  2) Proper management of land and water resources;  
3) Native Hawaiian representation in government;  4) Poverty 
in Hawai’i; and 5) Access to Hawaiian Homelands

• Half of the respondents did not know about Hawai‘i’s 
new all-mail-in voting process

Guided by the results of this survey, the Aloha Rising Vote 

2020 campaign aims to encourage more Native Hawaiians 
to vote and to participate in the political process. Our efforts 
will take place throughout the year leading up to the primary 
and general elections, being held on August 8 and Novem-
ber 3, respectively. In light of COVID-19 concerns, Aloha 
Rising educational activities are being reconfigured to take 
advantage of online sharing platforms. Whether the events 
are hosted digitally or in-person, the information shared will 
focus on the cultural importance of community building and 
political participation with sharing of mo‘olelo and mele by 
Kumu Hina; and a practical training on mail-in voting.  

Remember: 2020 is the first year that Hawai‘i is doing 
all-mail-in ballots for both the primary and general elections. 
Be sure to register to vote and that your current address is 
registered to ensure that you receive your ballot in the mail. 
Also, keep in mind that precinct polling locations will not 
exist this year, and walk-in voting will only be available at 
specific locations during specific times. For more informa-
tion on Hawai‘i voting and Aloha Rising, please visit www.
oha.org/vote. 

MĀLAMA I 
KOU KINO
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Tribal Priority
Broadband!

By Robin Puanani Danner

T he FCC has opened a Tribal 
Priority Broadband window 
for new spectrum licenses 
over rural tribal lands.  Our 
rural homestead lands are 

considered tribal lands for the purposes 
of this amazing opportunity!  There are 
54 homestead eligible areas, among the 
hundreds of tribal areas on the continent 
and Alaska that are eligible for these 
new 2.5 GHz spectrum licenses. These 
licenses can play an important role in 
the deployment of broadband and other 
advanced communication services over 
our lands and for our people.

Although this window can result in the 
acquisition of licenses at no cost, there 
are requirements that will necessitate 
resources and expertise, for example, a 
two-year and five-year buildout timeline 
to deploy the spectrum in service to trust 
land residents.

SCHHA has been tracking this oppor-
tunity since last year, along with several 
of our tribal colleagues, especially since 
the FCC approved the Tribal Priority 
Broadband window in July 2019.  The 
FCC officially opened the window in 
February 2020 and will close it in August 
2020.  This is an incredible opportunity 
for HHCA beneficiaries, for SCHHA, 
and for any homestead association in 
an eligible area, to contemplate control-
ling a slice of spectrum to serve our own 

people, on our own lands.  

This month, the SCHHA Governing 
Council voted to identify areas, from 
among the eligible homestead areas 
identified by the FCC, to apply for spec-
trum licenses.  Under the federal rules 
for this program, only federally recog-
nized tribes are automatically eligible 
to apply.  An application for our trust 
lands will require a spectrum application 
plus a waiver to be deemed eligible as 
an applicant.

As SCHHA works through the appli-
cation requirements in the months ahead 
and identifies the buildout resources 
necessary to meet the terms of the FCC 
Tribal Priority Broadband window, 
we invite any homestead association 
that would like to be informed about 
our potential application to contact us 
at info@hawaiianhomesteads.org.  It’s 
clear from the rules in place for the pro-
gram that multiple spectrum applications 
for the same land area are discouraged, 
since if that happens, the two or more 
eligible applicants will be required to bid 
against one another for the license. 

This is another great opportunity 
to exercise our collective self-deter-
mination on the homesteads.  As a 
33-year-old statewide beneficiary orga-
nization registered with the Department 
of Interior, we welcome the mana‘o of 
other homestead associations interested 
in this telecommunication space! Let’s 
explore our possibilities. 

A national policy advocate for Native 
self-governance, Danner is the elected 
Chair of the Sovereign Council of 
Hawaiian Homestead Associations, the 
oldest and largest coalition of native 
Hawaiians on or waiting for Hawaiian 
Home Lands.  Born on Kaua‘i, Danner 
grew up in Niumalu, and the homelands 
of the Navajo, Hopi and Inuit peoples.  
She and her husband raised 4 children 
in homesteads in Anahola, Kaua‘i where 
they continue to reside today.

KĀNAKA FORWARD 
ON THE HOMESTEADS

By Office of Hawaiian Affairs Staff

A 
coalition of Native Hawaiians and 
conservation groups filed a lawsuit 
in late January against the state 
Department of Land and Natural 
Resources (DLNR) for allowing the 

unregulated extraction of fish and other aquatic 
wildlife from Hawai‘i’s reefs by the aquarium 
pet trade without any environmental review.  A 
landmark decision from the Hawai‘i Supreme 
Court and subsequent circuit court injunction 
in 2017 required DLNR to stop issuing permits 
for commercial aquarium collection until the 
agency examined the environmental impacts.  

Instead, according to Earthjustice, the agency 
created a loophole to allow the acquarium 
industry to sidestep the court rulings and carry 
on without permits, resulting in the extraction 
of more than half a million marine animals from 
Hawai‘i reefs over the past two years.

“We’re going to court to safeguard Hawai‘i’s 
treasured marine life against an absentee agency 
that insists on giving the aquarium industry free 
rein to strip our reefs and export our marine 
life to mainland hobbyists,” said Earthjustice 
attorney Mahesh Cleveland. “Half a million 
marine animals in two years is devastating for 
our reefs, and scandalous in light of the courts’ 
instructions to halt aquarium collection until the 
agency and industry fully come to grips with the 
environmental impacts of what they’re doing.” 

Earthjustice represents a coalition of com-
munity groups and Native Hawaiian cultural 
practitioners including For the Fishes, Willie 
and Ka‘imi Kaupiko, Mike Nakachi, and the 
Center for Biological Diversity.  Their law-
suit against DLNR is for violations of the 
environmental review law (called the Hawai‘i 
Environmental Policy Act or HEPA), state 
aquarium collection laws, and the public trust 
doctrine under the Hawai‘i Constitution. The 
lawsuit comes just weeks after the coalition 
warned DLNR that they would go to court 
if the agency did not comply with the 2017 
injunction.

“We were shocked to learn that under the 
agency’s watch, the industry has continued 
ravaging Hawai‘i’s reefs without any assess-
ment of environmental harm, despite the courts’ 
rulings,” said Rene Umberger, Executive 
Director of For the Fishes. “Taking hundreds 
of thousands of marine animals for private 

profits obviously requires public scrutiny and 
accountability under the environmental review 
process.”

Ka‘imi Kaupiko, who regularly fishes with 
his family in Miloli‘i, the state’s last traditional 
Hawaiian fishing village said, “The state has a 
duty to ensure our reefs can feed us for gen-
erations to come, not to line the aquarium pet 
trade’s pockets. These collectors are taking 
food off of our tables, and the state is doing 
nothing to ensure the industry’s practices are 
sustainable.”

“Hawai‘i’s reefs are the lifeblood of Känaka 
Maoli and our communities,” adds Mike Naka-
chi, a Native Hawaiian cultural practitioner. 
“We can’t afford to allow the aquarium trade 
to continue lawlessly, putting private profits 
over the health and protection of our public 
trust resources.”

The Hawai‘i Supreme Court ruled in 2017 
that commercial aquarium collection under per-
mits is subject to environmental review under 
the Hawai‘i Environmental Policy Act, and 
the Circuit Court then voided all permits and 
ordered a moratorium on renewing or issuing 
new aquarium collection permits pending the 
environmental review process.  In response, 
DLNR effectively deregulated the aquarium pet 
trade by continuing to issue and renew com-
mercial marine licenses to aquarium collectors 
without first requiring aquarium collection 
permits or environmental review, as long as 
collectors say they don’t use fine-meshed gear.

DLNR’s loophole has enabled the aquarium 
trade to harvest more than half a million marine 
animals without any environmental review over 
the past two years, continuing business as usual 
for the industry and sidestepping the courts’ rul-
ings.

“The agency’s decision to deregulate the 
aquarium trade threatens Hawai‘i’s precious 
reef ecosystems, which are already at risk due 
to climate change,” said Maxx Phillips, Hawai‘i 
Director of the Center for Biological Diversity.

The collected animals are primarily her-
bivorous reef-dwellers that serve important 
functions in the coral reef ecosystem, such as 
helping to control algae growth. Studies have 
shown that reducing the abundance and diver-
sity of reef fish and important invertebrates 
affects a reef’s ability to respond to stresses or 
disturbances. 

Assault on Hawai‘i’s 
Reef Wildlife



MAHALO FOR CHOOSING
OHA MĀLAMA LOANS

Low interest loans
for Native Hawaiians

- BUSINESS -
- HOME IMPROVEMENT -
- DEBT CONSOLIDATION -

- EDUCATION -

LOANS.OHA.ORG
808.594.1888

A Taste of Molokai Kaunakakai

Aloha Maiden Cleaning Service Hilo

Anela Kai Marine Services, LLC. Kāneʻohe
Empire Towing Recovery Kapolei

Goldwings Supply Service, Inc. Honolulu

Hāloalaunuiākea Early Learning Center ʻEleʻele

Hawaiian Reefer Waipahu | Hina Honolulu | Liquid Life Keaʻau

Makana Academy Honolulu | Native Intelligence Wailuku

Nohokai Production Services Inc. Waipahu
808 Cheesecake Kona | Rainbow Falls Connection Hilo

S & C Trucking Waiʻanae | The Firm Pilates, LLC. Kahala
Typical Hawaiians Kalihi
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Native Intelligence Celebrates 
12 Years Strong

By Office of Hawaiian Affairs Staff

T he Office of Hawaiian Affairs flagship loan pro-
gram, OHA Mälama Loans, has been traveling 
around the state to talk story with some of its past 
and present OHA Mälama Loans beneficiaries, as 
well as other stakeholders, to find out how it can 

expand its services and support.
Through their travels, OHA Mälama Loans Program staff 

were able to hear many success stories about businesses that 
have benefited from the OHA Mälama Loans Program, and 

how they were able to take a small business loan and grow 
their clients, services or inventory.

“We are looking for ways to expand our support of our 
lähui, to include better supporting ‘ohana and using our 
resources to continue perpetuating our culture,” said Thomas 
Atou, manager of the OHA Mälama Loans Program.  “One 
business that encompasses these goals is Native Intelligence 
in Wailuku, Maui.”

Native Intelligence is more than a traditional retail estab-
lishment. The goal of Native Intelligence is to champion 
cultural traditions, craftsmanship and designs while perpetu-
ating Hawaiian values. 

“There was a need for more Hawaiian resources in our 
community, whether it was a Hawaiian dictionary or an ipu 
heke,” explains Kumu Kapono‘ai Molitau, founder and owner 
of Native Intelligence. “As a kumu hula, I always had to order 
these resources from O‘ahu.  I wanted to create a place where 
these resources would be available locally for the Maui com-
munity, and more than that, to create a place where we could 
share stories and information, like how an ipu heke or pahu 
drum are made, and really help perpetuate the traditions and 
culture that has been passed to us from our küpuna.”

Twelve years ago, Moli-
tau and his wife, Jenny, 
took a step of faith and 
opened Native Intelligence.  
The interest from the Maui 
community exceeded their 
expectations, and within two 
years, they were looking for 
a bigger space to move into.  
That is when they approached 
OHA Mälama Loans to seek 
some of the financial leverage 
they needed to grow.

“We are so grateful that 
OHA Mälama Loans believed 
in us and provided support 

just when we needed it,” said Molitau.  “It’s not easy to get a 
loan, especially when you’re a new business.  It’s also difficult 
to know who to trust when you are starting to take bigger 
steps.  OHA Mälama Loans is still part of our journey ten 
years later!”

Native Intelligence is now considering another possible 
expansion in the future.  They envision having an even larger 
space to allow for more workshops and trainings.  

“All along we have been working with community leaders 
and neighborhood schools in hopes of extending educational 
programs and resources beyond our doors,” Molitau shared.  
“We also work with practitioners and artisans, encouraging 
the efforts of those who exemplify the best and brightest in 
Hawai‘i and Polynesia.  We are so proud to embrace and 
perpetuate our culture.  It is thriving, active, attentive and 
abundant in all aspects!”

Adds Atou, “OHA Mälama Loans is so proud to have been 
able to support Native Intelligence in a small way, so that their 
business could grow and thrive.  We hope to support more 
businesses such as this, that give back to our community and 
enrich our lähui.” 

Kumu Kapono‘ai Molitau and wife, Jenny. - Photo: Tammy Mori

Native Intelligence's Grand Opening at their second location in May 2009. - Photo: Shane Teagarden

POP-UP MĀKEKE
Shop onilne and 

support Hawaiʻi's small

businesses affected by

the COVID-19 pandemic

POPUPMAKEKE.COM
NOW OPEN!
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HED: Programs and 
Services for Native 
Hawaiians Living on the 
Continent 
By John Aeto

If you take a look at a list of scholarships 
and programs for Native Hawaiians, 
you’ll find this common qualification: 
you must be a resident of Hawai‘i. But 
with 2020 Census data predicted to 

show there are now more Native Hawaiians 
living on the continent than in the Hawaiian 
Islands, it might be time for organizations to 
take another look at their residency require-
ments.

That’s something Papa Ola Lökahi, a 
nonprofit responsible for addressing Native 
Hawaiian health and well-being, has begun 
to think about.

“We’re hopeful that in the 2020 census 
we can start seeing where some of those 
pockets of Hawaiians that are beyond 
California and West Coast areas might be, 
because then 
we can start 
to have 
further dis-
c u s s i o n s 
with some of 
our partner 
o r g a n i z a -
tions,” says Sheri-Ann Daniels, Executive 
Director of Papa Ola Lökahi. 

Native Hawaiian residents on the conti-
nent are also finding that educational and 
financial assistance opportunities are lack-
ing, in comparison to what is offered to 
Hawai‘i residents, and more cultural pro-
grams are desired.

“I wish there were scholarship options 
for Native Hawaiians outside of Hawai‘i, 
especially for preschool and school-aged 
kids,” says Mahina Oshie, a Kamehameha 
Schools graduate who settled in Seattle after 
attending the University of Puget Sound in 
Tacoma, Washington. “I also wish there 
were cultural programs in Seattle that were 
sponsored by Kamehameha Schools, such 
as summer and weekend camps.”

There is currently no central place to 

locate all manner of help currently available 
to Native Hawaiians and Pacific Islanders 
living on the continent, but the good news 
is that there are some scholarship opportu-
nities out there. You just have to search to 
find them. 

For instance, students currently living 
on the continent are eligible for the Asian 
Pacific Islander American (APIA) Scholar-
ship Fund, Gates Millennium Scholarship 
and some of the Pauahi Foundation’s 
private donor scholarships. Chaminade 
University offers Native Hawaiian schol-
arships for students attending their school 
regardless of residency. Various associa-
tions of Hawaiian Civic Clubs, which have 
18 locations around the continent, offer 
educational assistance too.

The Las Vegas Hawaiian Civic Club 
offers scholarship and enrichment programs 

throughout 
the year for 
residents of 
Nevada: a 
f o u n d e r ’ s 
scholarship, 
an essay 
scholarship, 

a stipend for children who want to attend 
Kamehameha Schools’ Explorations pro-
gram in Hawai‘i, and an adult education 
scholarship.

“If we’re educated, we can provide a 
more stable basis for our ‘ohana,” says 
Doreen Hall, Hope Pelekikena Mua of the 
Las Vegas Hawaiian Civic Club. “So our 
scholarships are very broad and we tried 
to hit certain key components: Hawaiian, 
non-Hawaiian, parents, vocational, send-
ing their kids back home for Explorations. 
It’s a very thought-out scholarship program 
that the Las Vegas Hawaiian Civic Club has 
built over the years.”

More of these types of programs for 
Native Hawaiians living outside of Hawai‘i 
would be a welcome change to match the 
growing population on the continent. 

Subsistence Agriculture 
on the Horizon for DHHL 
Beneficiaries

By Cedric Duarte

Most of us know the Hawai-
ian Homes Commission Act 
of 1920, as amended, was 
signed into law on July 9, 
1921 by President Warren 

G. Harding. An often overlooked detail of 
the Act is that it was originally approved 
as a five-year pilot project to see if the 
program could rehabilitate native Hawai-
ians, as envisioned by Prince Jonah Kühiö 
Kalaniana‘ole. 

“After extensive investigation and 
survey on the part of various organizations 
organized to rehabilitate the Hawaiian 
race, it was found that the only method in 
which to rehabilitate the race was to place 
them back upon the soil,” Kühiö wrote to 
United States senators before its passage.

In its pilot stage, the Hawaiian Homes 
Commission was tasked with imple-
menting the program on several acres in 
Kalama‘ula on Moloka‘i and in Keaukaha 
on Hawai‘i Island. Pending the success of 
the pilot, the remaining 200,000 acres were 
anticipated to be opened for homesteading 
and Kühiö’s vision could be realized. 

The kuleana of being the first par-
ticipants in the Hawaiian homesteading 
program was placed on the backs of 42 
native Hawaiians who decided to leave 
their homes and livelihood in towns across 
the island chain to begin a new life for 
themselves in Kalama‘ula. The homestead 
would later be known as the Kalaniana‘ole 
Settlement.

Through the cultivation of kalo, ‘uala, 
melons, corn and other crops, along with 

raising ducks, pigs and chickens, the 
Kalama‘ula homesteaders found a way to 
sustain themselves and their families. After 
deeming the pilot program a success, the 
United States Congress proceeded to fully 
implement the Hawaiian Homes Commis-
sion Act. The Act was later accepted as a 
condition of Statehood in 1959.

“The Hawaiian people are a farming 
people and fishermen, out-of-door people, 
and when they were frozen out of their 
lands and driven into the cities, they had 
to live in the cheapest places, tenements,” 
Territorial Legislator John Wise testified 
to congress in 1921. “That is one of the 
big reasons why the Hawaiian people are 
dying. Now, the only way to save them, I 
contend, is to take them back to the lands 
and give them the mode of living that their 
ancestors were accustomed to and in that 
way rehabilitate them.”

Nearly 100 years later, the Department 
of Hawaiian Home Lands has plans to 
begin offering new agricultural lots for 
homesteading. The offers will utilize 
administrative rules crafted in 2017 after 
extensive beneficiary consultation.

The new Subsistence Agricultural rules 
allow for smaller lots of up to three acres 
in size and removes the requirement for 
a farm plan, as well as the need to cul-
tivate at least two-thirds of the acreage. 
DHHL’s subsistence agricultural program 
is intended for those who want to be self-
sufficient and grow enough to feed their 
families.

DHHL has completed environmental 
assessments for subsistence agricul-
ture lots in Waimänalo on O‘ahu and in 
Honomü on Hawai‘i Island. Infrastructure 
construction for these two areas is sched-
uled to begin by the end of 2020.

Subsistence Agricultural lots are among 
the Department’s increased product list. 
This program joins the agency’s well-
known turnkey home program, vacant 
lot product, rent with option to purchase 
program, and kuleana homesteads. DHHL 
also recently added multi-family units and 
affordable rentals to its portfolio. 

‘O KA NŪHOU ‘ĀINA 
HO‘OPULAPULA
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Akaiko Akana: Minister, 
Orator, Patriot

By Kalani Akana, Ph.D.

On a wall in the sanctuary of 
Kawaiaha‘o is a memorial plaque 
honoring all the ministers of the 
church who have passed. These 
thoughts are written for Akaiko 

Akana: A minister. An orator. A patriot.
A minister: A year after the passing of 

Lili‘uokalani, Akaiko Akana became the first 
Hawaiian to become the kahu (minister) of 
Kawaiaha‘o Church.  The previous minister 
was Henry Parker, the one famous for cursing 
Kaläkaua and Lili‘uokalani from his bully pulpit. 
When Akana entered the ministry he broke down 
the pulpit and began to reconstruct the church 
and inspire the congregation. The wooden inte-
rior was eaten by termites. All the things that are 
seen today: the central cross, the seven candles, 
the altar, the second floor, etc. were completed 
by Kahu Akana. Until this day are the little signs 
on the pillars: “Silence.”

An orator: Akana went to the Kamehameha 
School for Boys and later graduated from Hart-
ford. In 1918 he wrote his “Sinews of Racial 
Development.” In his treatise are six sinews, 
muscles to strengthen the race: a) race conscious-
ness; b) broadmindedness; c) education; d) the 
home life; e) systematic living; and f) godliness.  
According to him, race consciousness is the pride 
and belief in the Hawaiian people and is the foun-
dation for strengthening the nation. Whether one 
had dark skin, brown skin, or was rich or poor, 

the Hawaiian must be mindful of, and have faith 
in, the Hawaiian race.

He was a staunch supporter of the Hawaiian 
language. He wrote that “the Hawaiian language 
is the measure for us to know we are a unique 
people.” He wrote to the legislature to fix the 
policy that banned instruction in Hawaiian in 
schools.

A patriot: Kahu Akana had great compas-
sion for those living on the fringe in Kaka‘ako 
and Iwilei and thought they needed to return to 
the land. He believed that the land was a refuge. 
He formed the ‘Ahahui Pu‘uhonua o nä Hawai‘i 
(Refuge Association of the Hawaiian People), 
the “parent” on the homesteads. In 1921 he wit-
nessed the Homestead Act and in 1922 he urged 
the legislature to include Papakölea in the home-
stead lands. 

At the end of “Sinews of Racial Development” 
is a song close to the heart of Akaiko Akana. It 
reflects his love for the Hawaiian people:

Be strong and ally ye, O Sons of Hawai‘i
And nobly stand together hand in hand
All dangers defy thee Sons of Hawai‘i 
And bravely serve your own your Fatherland.

Postscript: This is the 200th year of the found-
ing of Kawaiaha‘o, the beloved church of Rev. 
Akaiko Akana. This story is dedicated to all of 
the Hawaiian kahu and members of Kawaiaha‘o. 


Akaiko Akana: Kahu, 
Kākā‘ōlelo, Hoa Kanaka
Na Kalani Akana, Ph.D.

Aia ma ka paia i loko o ka 
luakini ‘o Kawaiaha‘o 
kekahi pähai (papa 
ho‘omana‘o) o nä kahu a 
pau o ia hale pule i hala. 

Ma luna o ia pähai, ua käkau ‘ia këia 
mau mana‘o no Akana: He kahu. He 
käkä‘ölelo. He hoa kanaka.  

He kahu: Ho‘okahi makahiki ma 
hope o ka hala ‘ana o Lili‘uokalani ua 
lilo ‘o Akaiko Akana ‘o ia ke kanaka 
Hawai‘i mua o ke külana kahu o 
Kawaiaha‘o. ‘O ke kahu ma mua ona 
‘o Hanalë Paleka ka mea kaulana i 
kona ‘ölelo nemanema pinepine ‘ana 
iä Kaläkaua me Lili‘uokalani mai 
ka “‘äwai ho‘oma‘au.” I ko Akana 
komo ‘ana i ka hana ‘euanelio ua 
wäwahi ‘o ia i ua ‘äwai a ho‘omaka 
‘o ia e kükulu hou i ka hale pule a 
e ho‘oulu i ka ‘ekalesia. Ua ‘ai ‘ia 
nä loko lä‘au e ka huhu. ‘O nä mea 
e ‘ike ‘ia nei a i këia manawa: ke 
ke‘a, nä ihoiho ‘ehiku, ke küahu, 
länai o ka papa ‘elua, a pëlä aku na 
Kahu Akana. Aia nö ä hiki i këia lä 
nä hö‘ailona li‘ili‘i ma nä pou: “E 
hämau.”

He käkä‘ölelo:  Ua hele ‘o Akana 
i ke kula ‘o Kamehameha a ua puka 
mai Hartford. Ma ka makahiki 1918 
ua käkau ‘o ia i ka palapala “Nä 
Uaua o ka Ho‘oulu Lähui.” Ma këia 
palapala aia ‘eono uaua, kekahi mau 
mäkala no ka ho‘oikaika ‘ana i ka 
lähui: a) ‘ike lähui; 2) ‘ike laulä; 
3) ho‘ona‘auao; 4) ka home; 5)
ka nohona pono; a me ka 6) noho 
hemolele. Wähi äna, ‘o ka ‘ike lähui 
ka ha‘aheo a me ka mana‘o‘i‘o i 
ka lähui Hawai‘i a he kahua no ka 
ho‘oikaika ‘ana i ka lähui.  Inä, he 
‘ili kou, he ‘ili alaea, he waiwai, he 
‘ilihune, ua pono ke kanaka Hawai‘i, 
e no‘ono‘o a mana‘o‘i‘o, i ka po‘e 

Hawai‘i.  
Nui kona käko‘o i ka ‘ölelo 

kanaka. Ua käkau ‘o ia “o ka olelo 
Hawaii ka mea e ikeia ai kakou he 
lahui okoa.” Ua käkau ho‘i ‘o ia i 
ka ‘aha ‘ölelo e ho‘oponopono i ke 
kulekele ho‘opäpä a‘o ‘ölelo Hawai‘i 
ma nä kula. 

He hoa kanaka: Ua aloha nui ‘o 
Kahu Akana i nä känaka noho kule-
ana ‘ole ma Kaka‘ako me Iwilei a 
no‘ono‘o ‘o ia he maika‘i inä ho‘i 
läkou i ke kua‘äina. No‘ono‘o ‘o ia he 
pu‘uhonua ka ‘äina. Ua ho‘okikino 
‘o ia i ka ‘Ahahui Pu‘uhonua o nä 
Hawai‘i, ka “makua” näna i ho‘okino 
i ka ‘äina ho‘opulapula. Ma ka 
makahiki 1921 ua ‘ike maka ‘o ia 
i ke Känäwai Ho‘opulapula a i ka 
makahiki 1922 ua koi ‘o ia i ka ‘aha 
‘ölelo o ‘Amelika e ‘ae iä Papakölea 
e komo i nä ‘äina ho‘opulapula. 

Ma ka hopena o “Nä Uaua o ka 
Ho‘oulu Lähui” aia kekahi mele 
ho‘oniua i ka pu‘uwai o Akaiko 
Akana. Hö‘ike ‘ia nö käna hana me 
kona aloha no ka lähui Hawai‘i:

Be strong and ally ye, O Sons
of Hawai‘i

And nobly stand together hand 
in hand

All dangers defy thee Sons of
Hawai‘i 

And bravely serve your own 
your Fatherland.

‘Ölelo Päku‘i: ‘O këia ka piha 
makahiki he 200 o ka ho‘okumu ‘ana 
o Kawaiaha‘o, ka hale pule i aloha 
nui ‘ia e Kahu Akaiko Akana. Ua 
ho‘ola‘a ‘ia ia wahi mo‘olelo ona i 
nä kahu Hawai‘i a me nä hoahänau 
a pau o Kawaiaha‘o. 

KA NA‘AUAO O NĀ KŪPUNA
THE WISDOM OF THE KŪPUNA

Akaiko Akana. - Photo: Courtesy



The Awakening of 
Honokahua:  Part III

By Edward Halealoha Ayau

W hile the Honokahua dis-
turbance issue was being 
resolved, a bill was intro-
duced during the 1989 
legislative session to 

amend Hawai‘i Revised Statutes Chapter 6E 
to establish greater protection for unmarked 

Hawaiian burial sites over fifty years old. 
The intent was to create a legally binding 
process that would prevent a situation simi-
lar to Honokahua from happening again. 
However, the legislature did not approve 
the bill that session. Nonetheless, the Chair-
man of the Department of Land and Natural 
Resources, William Paty, announced that 
DLNR would administratively establish five 
island burial councils to assist the State in its 
decision-making regarding unmarked burial 
sites. Interim councils were established for 
(1) Hawai‘i, (2) Maui/Läna‘i, (3) Moloka‘i, 
(4) O‘ahu, and (5) Kaua‘i/Ni‘ihau in an 
advisory capacity to assist the newly estab-
lished State Historic Preservation Division. 

The councils were comprised of Hawaiian 
and large landowner representatives. This 
was a significant development forward in the 
march toward legal empowerment of Hawai-
ians to speak on behalf of their ancestors in 
matters involving the proper treatment of 
unmarked burial sites over fifty years old.

In the summer of 1989, efforts were 
undertaken to consult with Hawaiian stake-
holders and large landowner/developers to 
work out contentious issues contained in the 
previous legislation. It was no secret that 
large landowners and developers opposed 
the bill and unless their concerns were effec-
tively addressed, the fate of the legislation 
during the next session would be no differ-
ent. Having graduated from law school at 
the University of Colorado and just taken 
the State Bar Exam, I joined the Native 
Hawaiian Legal Corporation. My casel-
oad included representation of a Hawaiian 
named Kaläho‘ohie Mossman on whose 
behalf amendments to the historic pres-
ervation law would be undertaken. Work 
on re-drafting the legislation was also led 
by Dr. Don Hibbard, Administrator of the 
State Historic Preservation Division, and 
Dr. Davianna McGregor, a professor from 
the University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa. A criti-
cal issue was the identification of the State 
agency that would house the program which 
would administer the island burial councils 
and support the management of Hawaiian 
burial sites. At that time, there was a lack of 
faith in the ability of the Office of Hawai-
ian Affairs to do so, given Honokahua. As a 
result, the revised legislation named DLNR 
as the appropriate agency through its State 
Historic Preservation Division. Perhaps, 
after 30 years, the time has come to trans-
fer the burial sites program to OHA? 

Edward Halealoha Ayau is the former Exec-
utive Director of Hui Mälama I Nä Küpuna 
O Hawai‘i Nei, a group that has repatriated 
and reinterred thousands of ancestral Native 
Hawaiian remains and funerary objects from 
the collections of museums and institutions 
worldwide. He trained under the direction of 
Edward and Pualani Kanahele in traditional 
protocols relating to care of nä iwi küpuna 
(ancestral remains) and moepü (funer-
ary possessions). He resides in Pana‘ewa, 
Hawai‘i.

Na Edward Halealoha Ayau                                 
Unuhi ‘ia e No‘eau Peralto

Oiai e ho‘oponopono ‘ia ana 
ka hewa ma Honokahua, ua 
ho‘okumu ‘ia kekahi känäwai 
hou ma ka ‘aha kau känäwai 
o ka makahiki 1989 i mea e 

ho‘ololi ai i ke Känäwai HRS Mokuna 
6E no ka mälama pono ‘ana i nä pä ilina 
Hawai‘i kahiko. ‘O ke kumu o këlä kän-
äwai hou ka pale ‘ana aku i ka hana ‘ino 
mau ‘ana i nä iwi kupuna, e like me ka hu‘e 
hewa nui i hana ‘ia ma Honokahua ma mua 
pono o ia makahiki. Eia na‘e, ‘a‘ole i ‘ae 
‘ia këlä känäwai hou e ka ‘Aha‘ölelo i ua 
‘aha kau känäwai nei. No laila, ua kauoha 
akula ka Luna Ho‘omalu o ke Ke‘ena 
‘Oihana Kumuwaiwai ‘Äina (DLNR), ‘o 
William Paty ho‘i, i ka ho‘okumu ‘ana i nä 
‘Aha Mälama Iwi Kupuna o nä Mokupuni 
he ‘elima, i mea e kökua aku i ke Aupuni 
Hawai‘i ma nä koho i pili i ka mälama ‘ana 
i nä pä ilina Hawai‘i kahiko i hö‘ailona ‘ole 
‘ia. Ma muli o ia kauoha, ua ho‘okumu ‘ia 
nä ‘Aha Mälama Iwi Kupuna o nä Moku-
puni he ‘elima no (1) ka mokupuni ‘o 
Hawai‘i, (2) nä mokupuni ‘o Maui läua ‘o 
Läna‘i, (3) ka mokupuni ‘o Moloka‘i, (4) 
ka mokupuni ‘o O‘ahu, a pëlä pü no (5) nä 
mokupuni ‘o Kaua‘i läua ‘o Ni‘ihau, no ke 
käko‘o ‘ana i ka mähele hou o ke Ke‘ena 
‘Oihana Kumuwaiwai ‘Äina, ‘o ia ho‘i ke 
Ke‘ena Mälama Wahi Kupuna (SHPD). 
Ua koho ‘ia nä lälä o këlä a me këia ‘Aha 
Mälama Iwi Kupuna o nä Mokupuni, he 
mau Känaka ‘Öiwi a he mau ‘elele läkou 
no nä haku ‘äina nui o Hawai‘i. He holo-
mua küpono këia no ka ho‘iho‘i ‘ana mai i 
ke ea i nä Hawai‘i. No ka Hawai‘i ka mana 
o ke koho i ka mälama ‘ana i nä pä ilina o 
ko käkou po‘e küpuna.

I ke kau o ka M.H. 1989, ho‘omaka ‘ia 
akula ke kükäkükä ‘ana ma waena o nä 
Känaka Hawai‘i a me kekahi mau haku 
‘äina nui o Hawai‘i e ho‘oponopono i nä 
pilikia i pili i ke känäwai hou i ho‘okumu 
‘ia i këlä ‘aha kau känäwai i hala aku. 
Ua akaaka nö nä mana‘o o ka po‘e ‘ona 
‘äina a me nä po‘e kükulu hale i ko läkou 
kü‘ë ‘ana aku i ke känäwai hou. Inä ‘a‘ole 
e ho‘ololi ‘ia ana ke känäwai hou me ko 
läkou mana‘o, ‘a‘ole paha e ‘ae ‘ia ana ke 

känäwai hou e ka ‘Aha‘ölelo i ka ‘aha kau 
känäwai o ia makahiki. I ia manawa, ‘akahi 
au a puka aku mai ke kulanui känäwai o 
Kololako, a hana akula au i ka hö‘ike nui, 
‘o ka State Bar Exam, a ua ho‘omaka ‘ia 
ka‘u hana ‘ana me ka hui loio ‘o ka Native 
Hawaiian Legal Corporation (NHLC). ‘O 
kekahi o ka‘u mau hana mua me ka NHLC, 
‘o ia ke kökua ‘ana i kekahi Känaka ‘Öiwi, 
‘o Kaläho‘ohie Mossman kona inoa, i 
kona ho‘opi‘i ‘ana i ka ho‘ololi ‘ana i ke 
känäwai no ka mälama wahi kupuna. Ua 
kökua mai ‘o Kauka Don Hibbard, ‘o ia ka 
Luna o ke Ke‘ena Mälama Wahi Kupuna 
(SHPD) o ia manawa, läua ‘o Kauka Davi-
anna McGregor, he polopeka ‘o ia ma ke 
Kulanui o Hawai‘i ma Mänoa, ia‘u i ke 
käkau hou 
‘ana i ke 
känäwai. ‘O 
kekahi koho 
nui i këia 
käkau hou 
‘ia ‘ana o ke 
känäwai, ‘o 
ia ke koho 
‘ana aku i 
ke ke‘ena 
küpono i loko 
o ke Aupuni 
Hawai‘i näna 
e alaka‘i aku 
i nä ‘Aha 
Mälama Iwi 
Kupuna o nä 
Mokupuni a 
e käko‘o aku 
i ka mälama 
‘ana i nä iwi kupuna ma Hawai‘i nei. I ia 
manawa, ‘a‘ole hilina‘i pono ‘ia ke Ke‘ena 
Kuleana Hawai‘i (OHA). Ma muli o nä 
pilikia i kupu a‘ela ma Honokahua, ua kau 
ka mana‘o, ‘a‘ole i hiki iä läkou ke mälama 
i këia kuleana nui.  No laila, ua koho ‘ia 
ke Ke‘ena Mälama Wahi Kupuna (SHPD) 
ma loko o ke Ke‘ena ‘Oihana Kumuwaiwai 
‘Äina (DLNR), na këlä ke‘ena o ke aupuni 
e ‘auamo i këia kuleana. Ua hala nä maka-
hiki he 30, a he manawa küpono paha 
këia e ho‘oili aku i këia kuleana o ka 
mälama iwi kupuna ma luna o ke Ke‘ena 
Kuleana Hawai‘i? 

Ka Ho‘ōla ma 
Honokahua: Mahele III
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Iwi Kūpuna Return 
By Sterling Wong

In late February, OHA and a hui of 
cultural practitioners received 20 
iwi küpuna (ancestral bones) that 
were housed for over a century 
at the University of Cambridge, 

ending a decade-long effort to return 
the Native Hawaiian remains to 
Hawai‘i.   

“The international repatriation of 
iwi küpuna, moepü (funerary artifacts) 
and mea kapu (sacred objects) contin-
ues to represent a significant priority 
for the Office of Hawaiian Affairs,” 
said Dr. Sylvia Hussey, OHA Ka 
Pouhana (Chief Executive Officer). 
“We extend a warm mahalo to our 
team of experts and to the dedicated 
community members whose passion 
and commitment are what made the 
return of these küpuna possible. In 
addition, we thank the University of Cambridge for 
their respectful collaboration with us. OHA hopes that 
this unprecedented repatriation by the University of 
Cambridge can serve as a model for other international 
museums and collections to return the ancestral remains 
of native peoples.”

“This cannot possibly repair the hurt caused by the 
extraction of the iwi but it is a necessary and long 
delayed act of justice. It is a sign of our deepest respect 
for your küpuna. It is a sign of our deepest respect for 
your culture. It is a sign of our deepest respect for you,” 
said Professor Stephen J. Toope, Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of Cambridge. “I am grateful for the opportu-
nity to repair the damage caused by our own ancestors. 
To your küpuna I say: I am sorry that your voyage home 
has been so long interrupted, but I hope that you may 
now travel back in peace.”

This event is part of a major initiative by OHA and 
Native Hawaiian cultural practitioners to repatriate iwi 
küpuna from international collections. Earlier in Febru-
ary, the hui of Native Hawaiians held consultations with 
six German institutions regarding claims for repatriation 
of iwi küpuna, moepü and mea kapu.  In 2017, the Dres-
den Museum of Ethnology in Germany transferred three 
iwi küpuna to OHA and Native Hawaiian cultural prac-
titioners, marking the first time the eastern German state 
of Saxony has repatriated indigenous human remains.

“Humanity benefits every time human beings agree 
to restore dignity to the deceased whose remains 
were removed without consent,” commented Edward 
Halealoha Ayau, a longtime advocate of iwi küpuna 
repatriation. “We honor the leaders of  Cambridge Uni-
versity for their courage to help us heal our kaumaha, our 
traumatic pain caused by the separation, and our innate 
desire to seek to return the ancestors to their moe loa 
after more than a century of being disturbed.”

The hui of Native Hawaiians on 
this trip included OHA Community 
Engagement Director Mehana Hind, 
former Executive Director of Hui 
Mälama I Nä Küpuna O Hawai‘i Nei 
Edward Halealoha Ayau, UH Mänoa 
American Studies assistant specialist 
Noelle M.K.Y. Kahanu, and cultural 
practioners Mana Caceres and Keoki 
Pescaia.

The hui received 20 iwi po‘o 
(skulls) originating from Nu‘uanu, 
Wai‘alae and Honolulu. The iwi were 
transferred from three separate private 
collections to the University of Cam-
bridge between 1866 and 1903.

This was the first time in the 800-
year history of the University of 
Cambridge that the institution returned 
remains based on a request from an 
indigenous group. The iwi küpuna 

were among the 18,000 individuals from around the 
world that are housed at the University of Cambridge’s 
Duckworth Laboratory, one of the largest repositories 
of human remains in the world.

According to Dr. Cressida Fforde, who led the historic 
documentation research efforts on behalf of OHA, this 
is a historic moment in the history of repatriation from 
British institutions. “Cambridge University should be 
congratulated for recognizing the right of indigenous 
peoples to the repatriation of their human remains, as 
is enshrined in the United Nations Declaration on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples,” noted Fforde.

The Native Hawaiian hui escorted the iwi küpuna 
home, arriving in Honolulu on March 1.  OHA will 
next support the process to identify lineal and cultural 
descendants by the O‘ahu Island Burial Council and 
State Historic Preservation Division. Consultations 
regarding reburial will follow.

“I want to thank the University of Cambridge, Mr. 
Ayau and the Office of Hawaiian Affairs for working 
together to return to their homelands those ancestral 
people whose remains were taken from the Kingdom 
of Hawai‘i so long ago,” said U.S. Department of the 
Interior Assistant Secretary Susan Combs. “The Univer-
sity’s decision to release the iwi küpuna recognizes the 
importance of treating human remains with dignity. It 
also reaffirms how important it is that Native American 
remains be treated with care and respect.”

“While OHA is pleased with the outcome of this repa-
triation, we recognize that there is much more work to do 
with other museums across the globe as we continue the 
sacred work to restore our ancestral Hawaiian founda-
tion,” said OHA Chair Colette Machado. 

Representatives from the University of Cambridge, OHA and the cultural practitioners who received the iwi küpuna. - Photo: Courtesy

Cultural practitioner Mana Caceres pays respect to the iwi küpuna. - Photo: Courtesy

(L-R) Halealoha Ayau, Emma Rampton, Stephen Toope, Mehana Hind and Noelle 
Kahanu. - Photo: Courtesy
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Kapaemahu: A Lost Story Found

By Puanani Fernandez-Akamine

A 
journey to Raiatea and the discovery of a hand-
written manuscript from 1906 in a forgotten box 
of papers at UH Mänoa’s Hamilton Library has 
resulted in the creation of Kapaemahu, an ani-
mated short film that  was selected to premier at 

the 19th Annual Tribeca Film Festival as part of a  program 
curated by renowned actress Whoopi Goldberg.

Kapaemahu is the mo‘olelo of four healers who voyaged 
from Tahiti to Hawai‘i in the 15th century.  The healers were 
mahu; neither male nor female but a mixture of both in mind, 
heart and spirit.  Kapaemahu is a passion project of Hinalei-
moana Wong-Kalu, a kumu, cultural practioner and OHA 
Community Advocate who understands the power that stories 
have to shape cultural narratives.   

According to the mo‘olelo, the healers settled in Waikïkï 
and were beloved by the people there for their gentle ways 
and miraculous cures. When it came time for them to depart, 
the people memorialized them by placing four great stones 
near their dwelling place.  The healers then transferred their 
names and healing powers to the stones and vanished.

This duality of male and female spirit was highly revered 
in traditional Polynesian culture, but religious, political and 
cultural influences in Hawai‘i during the 19th and 20th cen-
turies led to the suppression of this aspect of the mo‘olelo 
and may be one reason why the story itself was nearly lost. 

The stones remained a wahi pana for centuries, until 1905 
when they were excavated from the Waikïkï Beach property 
of Princess Likelike and her husband, Governor Archibald 
Scott Cleghorn.  The legend of Nä Pöhaku Ola Kapaemahu 
was subsequently conveyed to Thrum’s Hawaiian Almanac 

by noted cultural expert James Harbottle Boyd, Cleghorn’s 
son-in-law and a confidant of Queen Lili‘uokalani.

During the 20th century the stones underwent varying 
degrees of neglect.  They were buried under a bowling alley 
in 1941, recovered in the 1960s, and, after being unattended 
for many years, restored in a 1997 dedication ceremony on 
Waikïkï Beach near the Police Station.  But despite carrying 
the name “Kapaemahu,” which noted scholar Mary Kawena 
Pukui translated as “the row of mahu,” the fact of the healers’ 
gender duality was omitted from the public record.  

Upon her discovery of the manuscript in 2015, Wong-Kalu 
was determined to bring the mo‘olelo back from obscurity 
and share it with the world.  “As Känaka we need to be 
active participants in telling our own stories in our own way,” 
said Wong-Kalu, director and narrator of 
the film.  To do this she partnered with 
Hawai‘i-based filmmakers Dean Hamer 
and Joe Wilson, Oscar-nominated anima-
tor Daniel Sousa, and Pacific Islanders in 
Communications who co-produced the 
film.  Intensive archival research, inter-
views with cultural experts, and a trip to 
the healers’ home on Raiatea informed the 
team’s creative approach.

The resulting film is a lyrical master-
piece.  The animation employs a textured, 
hand-painted style of art rooted in Poly-
nesian visual culture, with designs and 
palettes informed by the traditional art 
forms of tapa-making and lauhala weaving.  
The mo‘olelo is narrated using the Ni‘ihau 
dialect, which is the only form of Hawaiian 
that has been continuously spoken since 
before Western contact and the 
closest to the language of Tahiti 
that would have been spoken by 
the healers. This gives viewers an 
opportunity to hear the mo‘olelo 
of Kapaemahu as it might have 
been originally shared.  

Since the arrival of foreigners 
in Hawai‘i, Känaka Maoli culture 
has been under duress.  Despite 
this, many aspects of traditional 
life, such as hula and navigation, 
have been successfully reclaimed 
and preserved.  But other aspects, 
including language, healing 
practices and respect for gender 
diversity  are still in progress.  
Mo‘olelo like Kapaemahu offer 
insight into traditional culture and 
thought, and the way that Hawai-
ian narratives have been, and 
continue to be, shaped by contem-
porary social and political forces.

“In telling this story I hope that people will understand that 
what some people call legends are actually elements of our 
history,” said Wong-Kalu. “The stones of Kapaemahu are 
more than a tourist site.  They are an insight into our Pacific 
understandings of male and female, life and healing, and the 
spiritual connections between us all.”

In addition to being an official selection of the Tribeca Film 
Festival, Kapaemahu is the subject of  a feature-length PBS 
documentary currently in production, and will be the center-
piece of a major exhibition at the Bishop Museum exploring 
the contemporary history of Nä Pöhaku Ola Kapaemahu and 
related themes.  The exhibition is scheduled to open in Spring 
2022.

Kapaemahu Producers (L-R) Dean Hamer, Hina Wong-Kalu, Joe Wilson. - Photo: Courtesy

Kapaemahu festival still “child with lei”. - Photo: Courtesy

Kapaemahu festival still “stones” - Photo: Courtesy
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INSPIRING & 
UPLIFTING
THE NEXT

GENERATION 
OF LEADERS

Creating a Network of 
Knowledge Via Mele
A new generation of Hawaiian leaders 
are rising to the challenges facing our 
islands and our planet. E Ho‘okanaka 
features these important new voices.

Zachary Lum- Photo: Jason Lees

By: Ku‘ualohapau‘ole Lau

At just 28 years old, Zachary Alaka‘i Lum has already made a name 
for himself as a haku mele (songwriter).  The Ha‘ikü, He‘eia, 
O‘ahu native is a founding member of the musical group Keauhou, 
along with brother, Nicholas, and friend, Kahanuola Solatorio.  
Keauhou took first place at Ka Hïmeni ‘Ana in 2008 when the 

men were still in high school.  Their debut album took top honors at the 2017 
Nä Hökü Hanohano Awards, winning nine awards in nine categories.  Their 
second and third albums earned another five Nä Hökü Hanohano awards in 
2018, and three awards in 2019, respectively.  Lum is a graduate of Kame-
hameha Schools Kapälama, where he was a Song Contest director for his 
class.  Today, Lum, who holds a master’s degree in Ethnomusicology from UH 
Mänoa, is the Director of Choral Music at Kamehameha Schools Kapälama 
and will be pursuing a Ph.D. in Political Science in the Fall of 2020.

From where do you draw your inspiration?

“I think ‘äina is one of the most important inspirations, at least the most 
prominent for me. The mele allows you to encapsulate an experience in its 
context so that it can be revisited. Now you have these kïpuka of ‘äina right 
in your mele. To me, that’s aloha ‘äina; this song is going to allow me access 
to ‘äina, and access to the feelings that the ‘äina gives me, whether I’m home 
or wherever I may be. Now all of a sudden I’m taking my ‘äina with me. The 
‘äina determines who we are.  It’s a part of our identity and it’s a part of who 
we end up becoming.”

 
Can you give an example of your creative process in writing music?

 
“One very important process of haku mele is not necessarily to capture the 

haku mele’s experience, but rather what is happening around him or her, and to 
be a conduit for that.  For example, there is a mele called, Nani nä pali häuliuli 

o nä Ko‘olau about the beautiful Ko‘olau mountain range, and because of this, 
we have the epithet ‘nä pali häuliuli,’ a set of words that are synonymous with 
that place.  To utilize that, maybe ‘pali häuliuli’ finds itself in another mele.  
And because of this, the same concept will likely be used elsewhere.  Now, 
we’re creating a network of knowledge via mele.  It’s about the haku mele’s 
skill to utilize that which is already known and already understood.  So now I 
can just say ‘nä pali häuliuli,’ and the listener knows we must be in Käne‘ohe 
or Kahalu‘u or ‘Ähuimanu.  That is the beauty of mele.  In my mind, the haku 
mele is the gatherer of those flowers of knowledge, and those flowers, which 
already exist, becomes the lei, becomes the mele.”

 
How do you see your music affecting people?

 
“I think mele is an apparatus for experience. I might write about something, 

but someone else is going to experience it differently.  Now all of those 
experiences are being stored in that mele. So for any song, the different mana 
(versions) of the mele go to different people, different experiences.  Those 
collective experiences become a repository of ‘ike.  The beautiful thing is 
that it’s not about what’s right or what’s wrong or what I intended; it’s about 
how you contributed to what that is.  How did you contribute to the meaning 
of that song?”

 
What is the role of music in telling the stories of our lähui?

 
“Haku mele is like an ancestral technology. When we think about preserv-

ing knowledge, we think about libraries and we think about books. Now we 
think about websites. The wonderful thing about mele is that it’s a reposi-
tory of knowledge that only exists when it’s practiced. Because of that, this 
knowledge only exists in the experience of mele.  That requires practitioners 
of mele to practice.  In doing so, we become a part of that knowledge and 
caretakers of that knowledge.  Mele is a technology that we have because of 
the way that our ‘ölelo works; various meanings for the same word.  So now 
I’m going to put that ‘ölelo into the scaffolding of melodies and harmonies.  
That is the genius of mele. 

“If the haku mele is the collector and the arranger of that which already 
exists, he/she can put into one place something that’s beautiful, accessible 
and singable.  There’s something beautiful in being a conduit for that.” 

(L-R) Jonah Kahanuola Solatorio, Zachary Alaka‘i Lum and Nicholas Keali‘i Lum of Keauhou 
at the 2017 Nä Hökü Hanohano awards where they won nine awards for their self-titled 
debut album. - Photo: Courtesy HARA
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Actor/Playwright Delivers the Goods
By Cheryl Chee Tsutsumi

When he was growing up, Moses Goods was 
so shy, he spent more time playing with the 
chickens, turkeys, rabbits and cow that his 
family had at their Ha‘ikü, Maui home than 
he did with kids his age. His imagination, 

way bigger than he was, whisked him and his furry and feath-
ered friends on many great adventures in wondrous lands.

“I made up my own stories, my own worlds,” said Goods, 
who is of half Hawaiian, half African American ancestry. “I 
could be a king, warrior, doctor, scientist, superhero, whoever 
I wanted to be. That brought me out of my shell for a little 
while.”

In his junior year at Maui High School, Goods took a the-
atre class because he heard a girl he had a crush on was in 
it. She wound up withdrawing, but he stayed, enjoying the 
creativity and adrenaline rush of performing live. His interest 
in theatre deepened from 1998 to 2001 when he was a student 
at the University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa.

“What excited me was the diversity,” Goods said. “U.H. 
does Asian forms of theatre, such as Nöh and Kabuki, as 
well as Western drama, satire, comedy, improvisation and 
children’s theatre. I loved it all but realized most people don’t 
make a career of it. I was floundering, so I asked my dad what 
I should do. He said, ‘What are you good at?’ I said, ‘I’m good 
at theatre.’ He said, ‘Well, do that.’”

So Goods embarked on that path as an unpaid actor for 
community theatre groups, including Kumu Kahua and TAG 
(The Actors’ Group), before landing his first professional gig, 
with Honolulu Theatre for Youth (HTY), in 2003. The bashful 
boy from rural Ha‘ikü was on his way to metamorphosing into 
one of Hawai‘i’s most prominent theatre artists.

“Acting helped me overcome my shyness,” Goods said. 
“That’s because when I’m on stage, I become someone else. 
People aren’t looking at Moses anymore, they’re looking at 
a character that I’m portraying.”

In 2008, he accepted a position as an educator and story-
teller at Bishop Museum. Around that time, he began dabbling 
in playwriting, which helped prepare him for his first commis-
sioned project, from HTY, in 2013. Titled “Lono’s Journey,” 
it was about a selfish young man who becomes a better person 

with the guidance 
of the Hawaiian 
god Lono.

That was a 
turning point for 
Goods, who had 
long yearned 
for the chance 
to develop and 
present stories 
that were mean-
ingful to him as a 
Hawaiian. Since 
then, he has built 
an impressive 
body of work that 
ranges from short 
one-man shows 
to full-length 
plays, most of 
which are rooted 
in Hawaiian his-

tory and culture.
“Early on, I made a list of legends, important events, his-

torical figures, gods and goddesses—stories that I wanted to 
tell,” Goods said. “I’ve met people who have given me other 
great ideas. I’m constantly adding to the list, but at the same 
time I’m checking things off it.”

Examples of ideas that have come to fruition include 
Nanaue, the legendary shark man; Henry ‘Öpükaha‘ia, one 
of the first native Hawaiians to become a Christian; noted 
Hawaiian paniolo Ikua Purdy, Eben Low and Ioane Ha‘a; 
King Kaläkaua and Queen Lili‘uokalani, Hawai‘i’s last 
reigning monarchs; and Duke Kahanamoku, who won three 
Olympic gold and two silver medals for swimming and is 
known as the “father of modern surfing.”

In order to tell a story accurately, Goods knows he must 
have an in-depth understanding of the subject. Research is 
thus an important part of his process. Books and the archives 
at Bishop Museum and the Hawaiian Mission Houses have 
been valuable resources as have people who have personal 

connections with the topic he’s exploring.
Goods collaborated with Lee Cataluna, a Honolulu 

Star-Advertiser columnist and veteran playwright, to write 
the script for “Ke Kula Keiki Ali‘i: The Royal School,” a 
60-minute HTY musical that will debut next fall (see sidebar). 
It’s based on a thought that had been in the back of Goods’ 
mind for years.

“I had always wondered what the ali‘i were like when they 
were children—before they became iconic figures,” he said. 
“I envisioned songs helping to move the story along.”

In 1839, King Kamehameha III founded the Chiefs’ Chil-
dren’s School, O‘ahu’s first school, to educate 16 young 
royals for their future roles as rulers. Run as a boarding school 
by missionaries Amos and Juliette Cooke, it was located 
where the State Capitol now stands. Its name was changed to 
Royal School in 1846, and four years later it closed because 
of dwindling enrollment (among other things, the students 
graduated and got married).

Lili‘uokalani is the main storyteller in “Ke Kula Keiki 
Ali‘i,” which features six original songs composed by Goods. 
Among the other characters are Alexander Liholiho and Lot 
Kapuäiwa, who became Kamehameha IV and Kamehameha 
V, respectively. Goods plays their older brother, Moses 
Keküäiwa, who also attended the school. He is not well 
known because he died of the measles in 1848, when he was 
only 19.

“While doing research, Lee and I found some of the chil-
dren’s diaries in the Mission Houses’ archives,” Goods said. 
“It gave us chicken skin to think we were reading words actu-
ally written by them. Every time I write a script, every time 
I go on stage, I remind myself, ‘Tell the story accurately, tell 
it well, because these were real people who deserve to be 
represented in the best possible way.’ I see that as my kuleana, 
my responsibility.” 

Cheryl Chee Tsutsumi has enjoyed a 43-year career in 
journalism in Hawai‘i. She has written 12 books about our 
Islands’ history, culture, food and lifestyle and has won mul-
tiple awards from the Society of American Travel Writers for 
her “Hawaii’s Backyard” column, which runs in the Sunday 
edition of the Honolulu Star-Advertiser.

Ke Kula Keiki Ali‘i: The 
Royal School

Performances will be at 
Tenney Theatre, 

229 Queen Emma Square 
in downtown Honolulu 

in the fall. 

Please call 
839-9885 
or go to: 

www.htyweb.org/royal-school
for more information.

Moses Goods portrayed the god Lono in the very 
first play that he wrote, “Lono‘s Journey” in 2013. 
- Photo: Brad Goda
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showed up.  After a while 
I realized that whatever we 
have is what we need.  It was 
like our küpuna, or maybe 
George himself, guiding us 
and giving us these, like, 
tokens to make sure that it 
all worked.”

Telling a story that 
began sixty years ago is an 
ambitious venture for any 
filmmaker.  “The obvious 
challenge of doing a period 
piece is that it’s always 
more expensive and more 
difficult to make it believ-
able,” said Paikai.  At the 
top of the list are things like 
wardrobe and production 
design.  Paikai was able to 
tap a wardrobe professional, 
Charlie Kaeo, who used his 
connections in L.A. to help 
get clothing from the 1960s 
and 70s.  On Moloka‘i the 
‘ohana and friends working 
on the film were able to find 
and borrow an old VW bug 
and Toyota truck.  And the 
Waikïkï scene where George 
plays music for the tourists 
was filmed at La Mariana, a 
restaurant and bar near Sand 
Island with a retro mid-twen-
tieth century Hawai‘i vibe. 

The resulting film is a 
labor of love, a gift to the 
Helm ‘ohana and to the 
people of Hawai‘i.  “This 
story is for a Hawai‘i-based 
audience,” said Paikai.  “It 

works on several levels.  It’s 
for the küpuna who remem-
ber George and his music 
and charisma and fell in 
love with him.  And it’s for 
the folks in my generation, 
the mäkua, who see him as a 
hero, almost a mythological 
figure.  And it’s for the youth 
who maybe don’t know who 
he is and need to be intro-
duced to this man who was 
so talented and inspirational.  
I believe this film will reso-
nate with the people of 
Hawai‘i as well as with other 
Pacific peoples dealing with 
their own native rights and 
aloha ‘äina issues.  I think all 
indigenous people can reso-
nate with this film.”

Ultimately, Paikai hopes 
the film will cultivate a 
greater appreciation for, 
and understanding of, aloha 
‘äina.  He has a long term 
vision of rallying the com-
munity via community 
screenings of the film and an 
impact campaign.  “My hope 
is that the film will inspire.  
The message of aloha ‘äina 
was something George 
wholeheartedly believed in 
and wanted to share in order 
to change the mindset of our 
people; and that, he eventu-
ally did,” Paikai said.  “We 
are living in a time where 
we are proud to be Hawaiian 
and more active in fighting 
for what we believe.  George 
Helm was instrumental in 
changing the consciousness 
of our people.”  

HAWAIIAN SOUL
Continued from page 17

‘Äina Paikai and crew members observe a scene via a field monitor. 
The PIC funding they received allowed them to rent the equipment they 
needed. - Photo: Mikiala Pescaia

By Puanani Fernandez-Akamine

Nā Maka O Nā Maka O 
Ka ‘Āina:Ka ‘Āina:
Joan Lander and Puhipau

In Hawai‘i’s tightly-knit community of ‘öiwi video story-
tellers and documentary-makers, Joan Lander and Puhipau 
(Abe Ahmad) are honored as revered küpuna.  The duo, 
whose video company Nä Maka o Ka ‘Äina was established 
in 1981, were among the first videographers to produce docu-
mentaries about the burgeoning aloha ‘äina and Hawaiian 
sovereignty movements.  

A familiar sight at protests or evictions, for 35 years they 
filmed the events occuring in the Native Hawaiian com-
munity.  Their work included a plethora of political videos 

on topics including Kaho‘olawe, sovereignty and Hawai-
ian language immersion.  But their work was not limited 
to social justice and activism.  They also produced a large 
body of work documening various aspects of Hawaiian cul-
ture, music and wahi pana, recording thousands of hours of 
interviews with küpuna and cultural experts, many of whom 
have since passed on.   

When Puhipau passed in 2016, Nä Maka o Ka ‘Äina 
had produced some 98 titles and had screened their docu-
mentaries at 82 Film Festivals across the globe in places 

like Germany, Fiji, Sweden, Brazil, Russia and Iran.  Over 
the years their work garnered 13 International Film Fes-
tival Awards and another 11 Community Awards here in 
Hawai‘i.  Their documentaries have been aired on major 
Hawai‘i broadcast stations and ‘ÖiwiTV, on various public 
access channels locally and on the continent, on the national 
and local PBS channels, and on international television in 
Aotearoa, Canada, Australia, Samoa and Denmark.

Lander and Puhipau met when Lander was helping to edit 
a Windward Video (Victoria Keith and Jerry Rochford) pro-
duction called “The Sand Island Story” which documented 
the 1980 Sand Island eviction.  Puhipau was spokesperson 
for the group that was arrested, and had been asked to narrate 
the video. “It was a happy partnership when Puhipau and I 
got together,” reflects Lander.  “He wanted to use video to 
create programs about his people’s history of dispossession, 
and I wanted to be more involved with Hawaiian issues pro-
gramming.  Our partnership enabled me to work with him to 
tell the stories of his people and his land.”

That partnership proved to be ground-breaking.  Working 
as co-producers and co-directors, Lander operated the camera 
and Puhipau was the sound recordist and interviewer.  “I 
could see the look in people’s eyes as they talked to Puhipau, 
knowing they could trust him with their words and images,” 
Lander recalls.  “He was always intent on elevating them, 
honoring their words, giving them recognition.  And they 
could sense this.”

Now 73, Lander hopes that their videos will provide future 
generations with a record of what life in Hawai‘i was like 
during the last quarter of the 20th century and early 21st 
century, and how the Hawaiian people have tried to save 
their way of life. “One thing that struck me doing research 
over the years was how pictures told the story in a way that 
books never could. The old photos and film footage lets us 
see people living their lives in times past and trying to hold 
on to what was precious to them.”

Nä Maka O Ka ‘Äina laid the foundation for subsequent 
generations of Hawaiian video storytellers, and Lander is 
optimistic about that future.  “Puhipau and I were drop-jawed 
when we saw all the coverage of the Maunakea demonstra-
tions in 2014 and 2015,” Lander said.  “Here were these 
young folks shooting the events on their cell phones and 
uploading them within hours or live-streaming.  And their 
videos were going viral!”  Just ten years earlier in 2005, 
Lander and Puhipau had completed “Mauna Kea – Temple 
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Puhipau and Joan Lander on location in the 1980s.- Photos: Courtesy



Under Siege,” a one-hour documentary that took them years 
to produce and which aired just two times on PBS.

“The stories today are told through amazing videography 
and compelling music and art, all put together succinctly,” 
Lander mused.  “‘Changing the world through access to mass 
media,’ our mantra back in the 70s, is happening now more 
effectively than ever before.”

These days, Lander’s focus is on raising money to preserve, 
catalog and digitize Nä Maka O Ka ‘Äina’s library of over 
8,000 videotapes so the footage will be accessible to future 
filmmakers and researchers.  It’s a huge job and significant 
funding is required for air conditioning to keep the tapes in a 
climate-controlled environment, for equipment maintenance, 
for storage drives and for the time required to do the work.  
Eventually, the entire collection will be deposited at ‘Ulu‘ulu: 
The Henry Ku‘ualoha Giugni Moving Image Archive of 
Hawai‘i at UH West O‘ahu.

As Lander reflects on her years of documentary filming in 

Hawai‘i, her thoughts naturally turn to Puhipau, who started 
as her video partner and became her husband.  “I was the 
editor, but Puhipau had the final say in whatever went out 
under Nä Maka O Ka ‘Äina’s name.  It was his culture, his 
country, his people’s stories.  It was a total blessing to be able 
to work with him for 35 years and help tell those stories.  My 
job now is to preserve his legacy by making all the material 
we produced accessible.”

Visit Nä Maka O Ka ‘Äina’s website at:  www.HawaiianVoice.
com,or their YouTube channel at: www.youtube.com/Hawai-
ianVoice.  Some of their programs can also be streamed
on: www.oiwi.tv.

Juniroa Juniroa 
Productions/Productions/
Rock Salt Media Rock Salt Media 
and ʻUluʻulu:and ʻUluʻulu:
Heather Haunani Giugni

In 1985, shortly after the launch of Nä Maka O Ka ‘Äina, 
another major ‘öiwi talent emerged on the scene when 
Heather Giugni created Juniroa Productions with partner 
Esther Figueroa, who Giugni says, “taught me to embrace 

Hawaiian politics.”  
Barely 31 years-old at the time, Giugni, a Kamehameha 

Schools Kapälama graduate, left a stable position at KGMB 
News because she could not see a career pathway to becoming 
a TV Newscast Director; at the time, only men were being 
groomed for that role. She also wanted to do stories about 
Hawaiians.  When she resigned a colleague told her she was 
“making the mistake of her life.” 

Giugni learned her craft in the 1980s, inspired by the issues 
and players she met in those early years.  “In the 70s, Vide-
ololo, a group of artsy, passionate, socially-conscious folks 
were documenting life in Hawai‘i,” recalls Giugni.  “Joan 
Lander was part of that group.  Don Ho hired Videololo to 
film George Helm at an ‘Iolani Palace event.  There was also 
another production company at the time called Windward 
Video.  They produced the documentary on Sand Island and 
that became a seminal film for its time.  Then Joan and Puhi-
pau created Nä Maka O Ka ‘Äina and became history.”

An early Juniroa production was called E Mau Ana Ka 
Ha‘aheo: Enduring Pride, a lifestyle series sponsored in part 
by OHA and Kamehameha Schools which aired on KHET 
and KGMB from 1986-1987.  Giugni went on to produce 
On Target, a health series for and about Native Hawaiians 
which was broadcast on KITV in 1995, One Voice, a 2009 
documentary about the Kamehameha Schools’ Song Contest, 
and Under a Jarvis Moon, a 2010 documentary co-directed by 
Giugni and Noelle Kahanu, about the young men, recruited 
primarily from Kamehameha Schools, who were sent to 
“colonize” the strategically located Line Islands in the 1930s 
and 40s. 

In 2012 she re-branded Juniroa Productions “Rock Salt 
Media” and in 2014 she won an Emmy for Family Ingredi-
ents, a PBS series hosted by chef Ed Kenney that explored 
the untold stories behind the dishes and recipes of Hawai‘i’s 
shared community. More recently, Giugni co-produced the 
Hawaiian language version of Disney’s animated feature, 
Moana.  

From the start, Giugni focused on the importance of train-
ing more Hawaiians in the field.  “I wanted Hawaiians to be 
able to use these tools to tell our stories; to be in front of and 
behind the camera, and to even make it a career choice!” 
exclaimed Giugni.  

In the early 1990s Giugni was involved in a variety of 
“media activist” efforts to create video curriculum and to 
create a space for indigenous filmmakers.  She was one of 
the founding members of Pacific Islanders in Communica-
tions (PIC), established in 1991 to “support, advance and 
develop” Pacific Island media content and talent.  A decade 

or so later, Hollywood Producer and ‘Iolani graduate Chris 
Lee returned to Hawai‘i to establish the Academy for Cre-
ative Media (ACM) at UH Mänoa.  This is where legendary 
Maori filmmaker Merata Mita taught and mentored many of 
Hawai‘i’s current filmmakers including Na‘alehu Anthony 
(Palikü Documentary films) and ‘Äina Paikai who just pro-
duced and directed Hawaiian Soul (see related story).  

With the establishment of entities such as PIC, ACM, 
‘ÖiwiTV, the World Indigenous Television Broadcasters 
Network and Hawai‘i Women in Filmmaking, in addition to 
the contributions of dozens of individual filmmakers, such 
as Meleanna Aluli Meyer (Puamana 1991), Stephanie Cas-
tillo (Simple Courage 1992), Ciara Lacy (Out of State 2017), 
Erin Lau (The Moon and The Night 2017), and Justyn Ah 
Chong (Down on the Sidewalk in Waikïkï 2019), the future 
of ‘öiwi filmmaking is bright. “We have been crazy success-
ful as long as you measure success by the art created and the 
social change that you make,” declared Giugni.  “This career 
is not easy.  It is about grants and passion.  It’s about story 
and community and making a difference.”

Giugni’s passion 
for film is not only 
to create, but to pre-
serve.  Filmmakers 
have long seen the 
need to protect, 
catalog and house 
the moving images 
of Hawai‘i for 
future generations, 
but funding was 
always an issue.  
Then in 2008, Sen-
ator Daniel Inouye 
was able to secure 
a congressionally 
directed grant 
through the U.S. 

Department of Education to create Hawai‘i’s first moving 
image archive, “‘Ulu‘ulu: The Henry Ku‘ualoha Giugni 
Moving Image Archive of Hawai‘i.”  The archive is housed 
at UH West O‘ahu and is officially a project of the ACM.  It 
is named for Giugni’s father, a long-time friend and aide of 
Senator Inouye’s and the first U.S. Senate Sergeant-at-Arms 
of Hawaiian ancestry.  Giugni serves on staff at ‘Ulu‘ulu as 
Collections Specialist/Producer.

The mission of ‘Ulu‘ulu is to preserve film and videotape 
related to the history and culture of Native Hawaiians and the 
people of Hawai‘i.  ‘Ulu‘ulu is supported, in part, by OHA’s 
Hale Noelo Research and Technology Center.  “Celluloid 
arrived in the islands in the early 1900s.  By the 1920s Hol-
lywood went crazy for Hawai‘i and we became a pathetic, 
savage backdrop in most of their films,” Giugni said.  “When 
we took over the cameras in the 1970s, that began to change.  
Today we have wonderful storytellers from younger genera-
tions who have continued the work that was started 40 years 
ago.  You can find all of this and more at ‘Ulu‘ulu.”

For more information go to:  uluulu.hawaii.edu.
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More than 8,000 Nä Maka o Ka ‘Äina videotapes await cataloging and digi-
tizing. - Photos: Courtesy

Giugni (right) mentors KSK students Jessica Kim and Chantelle Soto at the 
1992 Festival of Pacific Arts in Rarotonga. - Photos: Courtesy

Giugni at the 2014 Hawai‘i International Film 
Festival.- Photos: Courtesy



ʻŌiwi TV:ʻŌiwi TV:
Naʻalehu Anthony

For Na‘alehu Anthony, filmmaking was born from the 
idea of protest.  His parents are Jim Anthony and Lilikalä 
Kame‘eleihiwa, well-known community activists, and he 
“grew up” on the protest circuit in the 1980s before it was 
cool.  “We used to go down to the capitol and hold signs and 
I remember thinking as a kid, ‘there has to be a better way to 
do this,’” said Anthony.  

Even as a child, Anthony realized that the news media 
wasn’t giving their grievances fair coverage; if indeed the 
media showed up at all.  It occurred to him that the activists 
were missing an important piece of the puzzle: access to cam-
eras and microphones. “Once I realized the power of media, 
I knew that if I just owned a camera, I could tell the stories 
we wanted to tell, and we could have the kind of conversa-
tions with our people that we’re having now.” His need to 
tell the stories about the issues affecting the Hawaiian people 
was the genesis for Anthony’s production company, Palikü 
Documentary Films. 

Anthony started Palikü in 1999.  He quickly realized that 
having equipment and filming rallies felt great, but it wasn’t 
going to enable him to support his family.  He decided to go 
back to college to pursue an MBA to learn how to actually 
make a living at filmmaking.  It was during his time studying 
business at UH Mänoa that the idea for ‘ÖiwiTV began to 

form.  “It was 
the answer to 
getting content 
for Hawaiians 
by Hawaiians 
about Hawai-
ians to a large 
a u d i e n c e 
before social 
media came 
along.”

‘ÖiwiTV was launched in 2008 by Anthony and co-found-
ers Amy Kalili and Keoni Lee.  Kamehameha Schools saw the 
value in what they were trying to accomplish and helped pitch 
the idea to Oceanic Time-Warner, who gave them a channel.  
“It was Video on Demand, basically an early version of the 
internet on TV,” said Anthony.  “We captured our audience 
before Facebook or Instagram or any of those things, and 
then we transitioned with people as the platforms changed.”

To get ‘ÖiwiTV off the ground, Anthony needed content so 
he flew to Hawai‘i Island to meet with Nä Maka o Ka ‘Äina.  
“You cannot talk about indigenous filmmaking in Hawai‘i 
without giving a nod to Joan and Puhipau.  They were doing 
it when it was straight up impossible to do it.  And they did 
it with no money or resources and they kept doing it,” recalls 
Anthony. “I said to them, ‘Let me borrow ten of your top 
titles for six months and let’s see what happens.’ And that is 

how we got the content for ‘Öiwi.  I walked away from that 
meeting with a box of tapes.”

Undoubtedly the most epic project during Anthony’s tenure 
at ‘ÖiwiTV was producing the film, Moananuiäkea, which 
combined Anthony’s two passions: sailing and filming. “Part 
of me believes that, unknowingly, we created ‘ÖiwiTV to do 
the worldwide voyage,” reflects Anthony.  “I know we’re 
the only ones who could have done it. Our staff went to crew 
training and became crew members.  That was the only way to 
get the kind of intimate content that made it into the film; we 
were insiders capturing these moments.  The biggest compli-
ment I got as the leader of the storytelling component of the 
voyage, was when the captains and navigators would tell me 
‘Those ‘Öiwi guys can sail with me anywhere.’” 

“As we capture these stories, we recapture our voice and the 
mana therein,” reflects Anthony.  “And when we broadcast 
it back out it reverberates in the community, and that builds 
into the way we see Hawaiians being activated today.  That’s 
the important part about mo‘olelo; we haven’t forgotten the 
stories, we are retelling them as we go.  We are adding to our 
story and we’re doing it with purpose.”

For almost a decade Anthony managed ‘ÖiwiTV, training 
and mentoring dozens of people, many of whom have con-
tinued in the business.  However, Anthony recently passed 
the mantle of leadership to Bryson Hoe who now serves as 
Executive Director of ‘ÖiwiTV, allowing Anthony to focus 
on creating content via Palikü.  ‘ÖiwiTV has been reorganized 
as a nonprofit,  and Anthony is confident Hoe will take it to 
the next level.  “Bryson is well-equipped to run the television 
station.  He’s the kind of leader that will always be forward-
thinking and will fine tune the station to be a better deliverer 
of content to our people.”

With almost 11 years 
at ‘ÖiwiTV, Hoe is pre-
pared for the challenge.  
He initially learned 
the business working 
for Anthony at Palikü 
during summers while 
attending college.  He 
graduated in 2009 and 
was actually consider-
ing a graduate program 
in public health when 
he was offered a 
full-time position at 

‘ÖiwiTV.  “The discussion was about what to do and how 
to give back,” Hoe shared.  “I could design public health 
programs and maybe a handful of people would adopt them, 
or I could leverage the impact of technology and media to 
change the conversation about Hawaiians and where we are 
as a lähui.”

Like Anthony, Hoe’s biggest project to date was participat-
ing in the worldwide voyage and working on Moananuiäkea.  
“I was the data contact for our person on the canoe during 
each leg of the voyage,” said Hoe.  “So pretty much every 
day of the 1,000 day voyage I was online answering emails 
and tracking the media.”  It was also Hoe’s first voyage.  He 
sailed on the leg from Darwin, Australia to Bali, Indonesia.  
Hoe’s father, Kealoha Hoe, a 20-year voyaging veteran, was 
on the next leg, from Bali to Mauritius. “To see my dad in 
Indonesia and to hand the canoe off to him was pretty cool,” 

remembers Hoe.  “We had a moment out there and I finally 
understood what it was like to be on the canoe and why it was 
so special to him.”

With an eye on the future of ‘ÖiwiTV, Hoe is looking for 
new ways to leverage technology. “The way we tell stories 
has changed over time, and we are trying to do more with less.  
How do we take one piece of media and use it for multiple 
purposes on different platforms?  Economics are always an 
issue and so we are forced to be nimble and try to use tech-
nology to make things easier at lower price points without 
sacrificing quality or credibility.”

In terms of creating content and programming, Hoe under-
stands that video storytellers are in a priviledged position to 
capture moments, whether it is visually, or in the ‘ike shared 
during an interview.  “You often have no idea the ‘ike that’s 
embedded in these conversations until later.  You may have 
asked questions for your story, but the ‘ike they shared was 
not related to the story you were trying to tell; they just wanted 
the opportunity to tell the stories that are important to them 
and have it recorded for posterity.”

Hoe believes the future for the station is both as a content 
creator and a content conduit for other ‘öiwi filmmakers and 
producers.  “Our next step is to build capacity and anticipate 
the type of technological expertise needed to move forward as 
storytellers.  We always want to be content creators because 
it keeps us sharp,” Hoe emphasizes.  “But we aren’t the only 
ones producing content.  So how do we leverage that?  Maybe 
a content aggregation platform where all content is available 
in one place.”  In particular, Hoe is excited about the potential 
for collaborating on creating content in Hawaiian for children.  
“There’s an overwhelming demand for kids’ programming.  
Instead of Nickelodeon or Cartoon Network, why not create 
programs that draw on our own stories in our own language?”  

‘ÖiwiTV is part of a global consortium of indigenous 
broadcasters, but unlike most of them, has no government 
funding support.  Hoe looks to these broadcasters, with 
healthy budgets for research and development, for examples 
of formatting and best practices that can fast-track program-
ming at ‘ÖiwiTV. “Our storytelling is very similar to what 
is being done around the world in other indigenous commu-
nities, from Australia and Aotearoa to Norway and Wales.  
They have the same concerns, like language revitalization and 
normalization.  So by learning from them, we can accelerate 
our 20-year trajectory.”

Visit ‘ÖiwiTV and check-out their programming at: https://
oiwi.tv/ 

STORYTELLERS
Continued from page 19
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Hoe (left) and Anthony behind the scenes at an ‘ÖiwiTV production. - 
Photo: Courtesy ‘ÖiwiTV, Leimaile Barret

Hoe checks equipment before a shoot.- 
Photo: Courtesy ‘ÖiwiTVAnthony during the filming of Moananuiäkea. - 

Photo: Courtesy ‘ÖiwiTV



OHA Community Outreach Specialist Kumu Hinaleimoana Wong-Kalu (center) with “Assum-
ing Our Political Kuleana” workshop participants. OHA hosted the workshop in late Feb-
ruary in Kapolei, O’ahu. The workshop combined learning oli and how to submit legisla-
tive testimony to impact your community. Visit www.oha.org/vote for updates on future 
workshops. - Photo: Kaukaohu Wailani

ASSUMING OUR POLITICAL KULEANA
Affordable Rentals 
Coming to Kapolei  

A recent development agreement 
with KG Kapolei Parkway LLC has 
made way for the development of 
an affordable rental housing proj-
ect in Kapolei. The three-building 
complex will offer 404 affordable 
studios, and one-, two-, three- and 
four-bedroom rental units to be 
occupied by households earning 
60% or below the area median 
income (AMI) for Honolulu. At 
least 21 of the units will be reserved 
for residents earning 30% or less 
than the AMI. The project will 
include nearly 650 parking stalls, 
recreation rooms, laundry facilities, 
outdoor parks and recreation areas. 

Kapena Recognized
The House of Representatives 

honored the local band, Kapena, 
during its regular session Friday, 
March 13 for the group’s Lifetime 
of Achievement in Contemporary 
Hawaiian Music. Representative 
James Kunane Tokioka introduced 
a House Resolution to honor the 
group. In the resolution Tokioka 
said the House recognizes Kapena 
for their profound impact on island 
music. The band, founded by Kelly 
“Boy” De Lima, Timo Tatofi and 
Tiva Tatofi in 1985, has won many 
Nä Hökü Hanohano awards over 
the years including Album of the 
Year, Group of the Year and Music 
Video of the Year in 2018.  Mem-
bers of the De Lima ‘ohana were on 
hand to receive the award.  

New Hawai‘i Wood 
Products Directory 

The Hawai‘i Forest Industry 
Association (HFIA) is leading the 
development of a Hawai‘i Wood 
Utilization Team (HWUT) website, 
which features a Wood Products 
Directory.  HFIA is encouraging all 
buyers and sellers of wood products 
and services to create a profile list-
ing. Creating a profile is free and 
takes only a few minutes. Anyone 
interested in being listed or consum-
ers looking for supplies or services 
are encouraged to log onto www.
hawaiiwoodproducts.com. HFIA 
is a nonprofit corporation founded 

by and for people committed to 
managing healthy and productive 
forests. The Directory will connect 
buyers and sellers of Hawai‘i’s 
wood products and services. The 
HWUT website was launched in 
2019 and to date, the online direc-
tory includes 225 vendors. 

Surf Studies at 
Chaminade Summer 
Institute  

Chaminade University’s 
Summer Institute 2020 will shine 
a spotlight on the emerging aca-
demic field of Surf Studies with 
two special courses that will pro-
vide students with the opportunity 
to participate in building the com-
munity of experience dedicated to 
the study of surfing and surf cul-
ture. The first course is called Surf 
Studies in Hawai‘i. Participants 
will survey the Native Hawaiian 
origins of surfing, compare surf cul-
ture in Hawai‘i to elsewhere in the 
world, analyze the economic, cul-
tural and other impacts of surfing, 
contextualize media representa-
tions of surfing and surfers, and, of 
course, enjoy great surfing nearby. 
Participants in the Institute can earn 
three college credits, but it is open 

to anyone 21 years or older who 
wants to take part in the emerg-
ing Surf  Studies community. The 
course will start on July 6, 2020 and 
the cost to participate is $2,000.  In 
addition, Chaminade is offering a 
Hawai‘i Surf Studies Symposium. 
This one-day event will offer a 
venue for a shared academic and 
creative enterprise related to current 
research in Surf Studies as an aca-
demic field. The Symposium will 
take place on August 1, 2020 and 
the cost to participate is $250. For 
additional information or to register 
please visit www.chaminade.edu.  

Maui County Public 
Works Cited 

The Maui County Department 
of Public Works was found to have 
violated state law by failing to con-
duct an environmental review for 
a streetlights project that threatens 
harm to Maui’s imperiled seabirds 
and sea turtles. The February ruling 
comes one year after Hawai‘i Wild-
life Fund and the Conservation 
Council for Hawai‘i, represented 
by Earthjustice, sued to block the 
replacement of approximately 
4,800 streetlight fixtures across 
the county with new light-emitting 
diode (LED) fixtures that emit high 

levels of short-wavelength blue-
white light, which increases the risk 
of seabird and sea turtle disorienta-
tion and death. 

The court ruled that the county 
violated the Hawai‘i Environ-
mental Policy Act (HEPA) by 
signing a contract committing 
$1.9 million toward the streetlights 
project without first considering 
the environmental impacts, and by 
exempting the project from HEPA 
review after installations began. 
Before the county can continue 
with the project, it must complete 
the public environmental review 
process mandated by HEPA, 
beginning with an environmental 
assessment. Later this year the court 
is expected to address the citizen 
groups’ request for a court-order 
mandating the installation of fil-
ters to reduce blue light on the 947 
LED streetlights that were illegally 
installed without any environmen-
tal review. 

Ten New State-Funded 
Preschools Opening in 
2020

The legislature has appropriated 
funding to open ten new preschools 
on three islands in time for the 
2020-2021 school year.  The new 
preschools are the result of a part-
nership with the Executive Office 
on Early Learning (EOEL) and the 
DOE.  

The new preschools will be 
located at these public elemen-
tary schools:  ‘Aiea, Hale‘iwa, 
Nänäikapono, Palolo, Wai‘anae 
and Waimänalo (O‘ahu); Chief-
ess Kapi‘olani, Hilo Union and 
Hönaunau (Hawai‘i); and Pukalani 
on Maui.  The addition of these ten 
preschools brings to 36 the total of 
public pre-kindergarten programs 
statewide.

The schools were selected via 
a competitive application process 
that considered community need 
(percentage of at-risk and under-
served children in the population), 
the availability of other early 
learning programs in the vicin-
ity, space availability on campus, 
and the principal’s commitment to 
implementing a high-quality pre-
kindergarten program.

Details for families to apply 
for the 2020-21 school year will 
be announced in the spring.  For 
more information visit:  http://
earlylearning.hawaii.gov/eoel-
public-prekindergarten-program.

Beware of Census Scams  
As the federal government 

launches the 2020 Census, some 
people may be susceptible to 
phony Census correspondence or 
telephone calls, according to the 
results of a survey released today 
by the AARP Fraud Watch Net-
work. The Census presents a new 
opportunity for criminals who 
impersonate government officials 
and AARP’s survey shows that 
many consumers may be at risk. 
Invitations to respond to the Census 
were mailed to U.S. households in 
March. Responses to the Census 
questions may be submitted online 
or via mail or telephone. By May, 
Census workers will begin visiting 
or contacting households that have 
not yet responded. 

Everyone needs to be aware 
that the Census does not ask for or 
require any of the following infor-
mation:  Social Security Numbers, 
Bank information or Credit Card 
Information.  There is no cost to 
participate in the Census.  Anyone 
who is contacted by an alleged 
Census worker requesting this type 
of personal information should 
immediately discontinue the con-
versation (e.g., hang up the phone 
or shut the door) and report the inci-
dent by contacting the U.S. Census 
Regional Office for your state, or 
the U.S. Census National Process-
ing Center at: https://www.census.
gov/about/npc.html

Nearly half of U.S. adults reported 
that they have been targeted by 
an imposter scam, according to 
an AARP survey. During 2019, 
the Federal Trade Commission 
(FTC) received 647,000 reports 
of imposter scams, more than any 
other type of fraud.  For assistance 
in recognizing potential scams, 
see the tip sheet from the AARP 
Fraud Watch Network at: https://
www.aarp.org/money/scams-fraud/
helpline/?migration=rdrct.
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Welo - ‘Apelila 1–30, 2020

A
N

A
H

U
L

U
 

H
O

O
N

U
I

Wednesday

Po‘akolu

Thursday

Po‘aha

Friday

Po‘alima

Saturday

Po‘aono

Sunday

Lapule

Monday

Po‘akahi

Tuesday

Po‘alua

Wednesday

Po‘akolu

Thursday

Po‘aha

Friday

Po‘alima

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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About This Calendar

In the traditional Hawaiian calendar, the 29.5-day mahina (moon) cycle is divided into three anahulu (10-day peri-
ods): ho‘onui (growing bigger), beginning on the first visible crescent; poepoe (round or full); and emi (decreas-
ing). The traditional names of the Hawaiian moon months and phases may vary by island and moku (district). This 
calendar uses the O‘ahu moon phases listed in the Hawaiian Almanac by Clarice Taylor.

Source: http://www.kamehamehapublishing.org/_assets/publishing/multimedia/apps/mooncalendar/
index.html

KE ALA O KA MAHINA
MOON CALENDAR

NOTICE 
TO ALL OHA 
BENEFICIARIES

During the COVID-19 crisis, the Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ 
priority is to maintain safe and healthy community and work 
environments for OHA staff and beneficiaries while also, to the 
extent possible, limiting disruptions in our services to the lāhui.

Following federal and state guidance, including Governor 
David Ige’s announcement on March 17, 2020, OHA closed 
all of its offices to the public as of Wednesday March 18, 
2020. OHA's offices will remain closed to the public through 
April 30, 2020, in compliance with Governor Ige's "stay-at-
home" mandate that went into effect on March 25, 2020. 
This includes our Honolulu, neighbor island and Washington, 
D.C. offices.

Modified services to our beneficiaries will continue during 
this period. Non-essential OHA staff are teleworking from 
home. Continued services will follow federal and state guid-
ance on social distancing and require advance scheduling of 
appointments. 

Updates to OHA’s operational plans and available services 
will be posted at www.oha.org/covid19 and on OHA social 
media platforms.

While these are unprecedented times, our lāhui has his-
torically demonstrated remarkable resilience in the face of 
daunting challenges. Our aloha spirit, as well as our strong 
sense of kuleana to mālama each other, are the unbreakable 
cultural values that have enabled us to persevere as a people. 
OHA stands with our community and is committed to con-
tinuing to serve our beneficiaries during this time of need.

Updates and additional information will be available at 
www.oha.org/covid19, on OHA social media platforms and 
via phone at 808-594-1835.

For information about COVID-19, please visit: 
• World Heath Organization: 
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

• Federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:
https://www.who.int/emergencies/diseases/novel-coronavirus-2019

• State of Hawai‘i Department of Health: 
https://health.hawaii.gov/docd/advisories/novel-coronavirus-2019/

In Ka Wai Ola’s March issue, we ran the first of a three-part series about 
Kumu Hula Meleana Manuel of Ke ‘Olu Makani O Mauna Loa.  This was to be 
the debut of Kumu Meleana’s hālau at the Merrie Monarch, and Ka Wai Ola was 
invited to follow them on their journey.  Due to the cancellation of the 2020 
Merrie Monarch Festival, the three-part series, “Becoming the Wind,” will be held 
until the resumption of normal activities and run in advance of the next Merrie 
Monarch Festival.  Mahalo for your understanding.  E mālama pono kākou.



CULTURAL IMPACT 
ASSESSMENT - KAMANANUI 

AHUPUA‘A, WAIALUA DISTRICT
ASM Affiliates is preparing a Cultural 

Impact Assessment (CIA) in compliance with 
HRS Chapter 343 for the proposed develop-
ment of an 80-acre solar site on a portion 
of Tax Map Key (TMK) (1) 6-5-002:005, 
Kamananui Ahupua‘a, Waialua District, 
Island of O‘ahu. The proposed project area 
location has historically been considered part 
of both Kamananui Ahupua‘a and Wahiawä 
Ahupua‘a, and associated with three moku 
(districts): Wai‘anae, Waialua, and Wahiawä 
at different moments in time. We are seek-
ing consultation with community members 
that have knowledge of traditional cultural 
uses of the proposed project area; or who are 
involved in any ongoing cultural practices 
that may be occurring on or in the general 
vicinity of the subject property, that may be 
impacted by the proposed project. If you have 
and can share any such information please 
contact Nicole Ishihara (nishihara@asmaf-
filiates.com); phone (808) 969-6066, mailing 
address ASM Affiliates 507-A E. Lanikaula 
Street, Hilo, HI 96720.

CULTURAL IMPACT ASSESS-
MENT - ‘EWA DISTRICT, 

ISLAND OF O‘AHU
ASM Affiliates is preparing a Cultural 

Impact Assessment (CIA) in compliance with 
a HRS Chapter 343 Environmental Assess-
ment for the widening of the H-1 Eastbound 
(from mile post 7.3 to 14.8) within the ‘Ewa 
District, Island of O‘ahu. The proposed proj-
ect area extends along the makai side of the 
existing H-1 right-of-way through portions of 
the following ahupua‘a: Waikele, Waipi‘o, 
Waiawa, Mänana, Waimano, Waiau, Waim-
alu, Kalauao, ‘Aiea, and Hälawa. We are 
seeking consultation with community mem-
bers that might have knowledge of traditional 
cultural uses of the proposed project area; or 
who are involved in any ongoing cultural 
practices that may be occurring on or in the 
general vicinity of the subject property, that 
may be impacted by the proposed project. If 
you have and can share any such information 
please contact Nicole Ishihara (nishihara@
asmaffiliates.com) or Teresa Gotay (tgotay@
asmaffiliates.com); phone (808) 439-8089; 
mailing address ASM Affiliates 820 Mililani 
St. Suite 700, Honolulu, HI 96813.

NOTICE TO INTERESTED PAR-
TIES IS HEREBY GIVEN 

Twenty Native Hawaiian human skeletal 
remains were identified to be at the Univer-
sity of Cambridge Duckworth Laboratory, 
United Kingdom, by the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs during a review of their inventory.  
Subsequently, a formal inquiry was made 
regarding these iwi küpuna in June 2013.  
Through research, it was determined that 17 
of the iwi küpuna likely came from the base of 
the Nu‘uanu Pali [Honolulu ahupua‘a, Kona 
moku, O‘ahu, and TMK (1)2-2-054:001] and 
were collected circa 1894.  The remaining 
3 iwi are believed to be from Honolulu and 
Wai‘alae areas and collected circa 1860, but 
more specific details are not known.  All 20 
iwi were returned to Hawai‘i in March 2020 
and are now in the possession of the Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs (authorized by the State 
Historic Preservation Division in accordance 
with Hawai‘i Administrative Rules 13-300-
41).

Background research indicates that this 
area of Nu‘uanu is not associated with any 
known ‘ili or Land Commission Awards 
(LCA).  

Given that only the approximate location 

of the original burial site is known, descen-
dants will need to decide on a reinterment 
location.  OHA has proposed exploring rein-
terment options near the Nu‘uanu Pali area.  
The prospective reinterment lands are owned 
by the State of Hawai‘i, Department of Land 
and Natural Resources (DLNR).  DLNR is 
amiable to exploring this option and will-
ing to work with OHA and descendants on 
a location.

All persons having any knowledge of the 
identity or history of these human remains are 
requested to immediately contact Kamakana 
Ferreira, OHA Lead Compliance Specialist, 
at email kamakanaf@oha.org, or phone 808-
594-0227, or address 590 N. Nimitz Hwy, 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96817.

All interested parties shall respond within 
thirty (30) days of this notice and file 
descendancy claim forms and/or provide 
information to the SHPD or OHA adequately 
demonstrating lineal descent from these 
designated burials or cultural descent from 
ancestors buried in the same ahupua‘a or dis-
trict in line with the process established by 
HAR 13-300-35. 
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OHA Board Actions

The following actions were taken by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees, and are sum-
marized here. For more information on board actions, please see the complete meeting minutes posted 
online at http://www.oha.org/BOT.

January 23, 2020 Motion

Motion to move to approve :
Trustee Dan Ahuna moves to approve the Committee on Resource Management holds a Limited Meeting, as defined in HRS § 
92-3.1. on February 5, 2020 for the purpose of completing a site tour of OHA-owned Kaka‘ako Makai parcels as listed below.  
In addition, the Board of Trustees specifically finds that it is necessary to hold the limited meeting and further specifies that 
public attendance is impracticable and one of the meeting locations is dangerous to the health and safety of the public.

Trustee John Waihe‘e IV seconds the motion.

Motion passes with nine AYES

February 6, 2020

Motion to move to approve :
Trustee John Waihe‘e IV moves to approve Administration’s recommendations on: 
NEW BILLS (Items 1 - 195); 
ADD bills:

• HB2011 as COMMENT;
• SB2076 as COMMENT;
• SB2387 as SUPPORT; and

CHANGE items: 
• 113, SB2249 from Support with Amendments to SUPPORT; and
• 124, SB2417 from Monitor to OPPOSE;

on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix dated January 29, 2020, as amended.

Trustee Kalei Akaka seconds the motion.

Motion passes with nine AYES

Trustee John Waihe‘e IV moves to approve Administration’s recommendations on: 
NEW BILLS (Items 1 – 126), BILL POSITIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION (Item 127), and  now list Item 205, HB2520, as OPPOSE,
along with the following revisions:
ADD bills:

• HB2203 as SUPPORT
• HB2511 as SUPPORT
• HB2587 as COMMENT;
• HB2577 as OPPOSE

CHANGE items:
• 6 and 61, HB1751 and SB2137 respectively, from Monitor to SUPPORT
• 45, HB2673, from Support to COMMENT
• 65, SB2218, from Oppose to COMMENT
• 100, SB2812, from Monitor to OPPOSE; and

CORRECT items: 
• 93, SB2717, to read as SUPPORT; and
• 215, HB2468 to read as COMMENT

on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix dated February 5, 2020, as amended.

Trustee Kalei Akaka seconds the motion.

Motion passes with nine AYES

February 20, 2020

Motion to move to approve :
Trustee John Waihe‘e IV moves to approve Administration’s recommendations on: 
NEW BILLS (Items 1 – 83) and BILL POSITIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION (Item 84), along with the following revisions:
CHANGE items:

•  76, HCR12, from Monitor to COMMENT;
• 149, HB2119, from Monitor to SUPPORT; and
• 378, SB3164, from Support to SUPPORT WITH AMENDMENTS

on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix dated February 12, 2020, as amended.

Trustee Kalei Akaka seconds the motion.

Motion fails with eight AYES 
and one excused

Board of Trustees
 ‘Ae (Yes)
 ‘A‘ole (No)
 Kānalua (Abstain)
 Excused
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A
B
C
D
E

F/G
I
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Street Address
1100 Ala Moana Blvd
113/123 Ahui St
59 Ahui St
45/53 Ahui St
919 Ala Moana Blvd
160 Ahui St/160Koula St/155 Ohe St
Ala Moana Blvd/Forrest Ave
40 Ahui St
200/220 Keawe

TMK
1-2-1-058:129
1-2-1-058:130
1-2-1-058:130
1-2-1-060:027 and; 1-2-1-058:048
1-2-1-058-006
1-2-1-060:026
1-2-1-015:061
K 1-2-1-060:028
1-2-1-015:051



February 20, 2020 Motion

Motion to move to approve :
Trustee John Waihe‘e IV moves to approve Administration’s recommendations on: 
NEW BILLS (Items 1 - 31) and BILL POSITIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION (Items 32 - 38), along with the following revisions:
CHANGE items:

• 11, SB43 from Comment to MONITOR; and
• 247, 248, and 261; HCR35, HCR37, and SCR37 respectively, from Comment to MONITOR

on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix dated February 19, 2020, as amended.

Trustee Kalei Akaka seconds the motion.

Motion fails with eight AYES 
and one excused

Motion to move to approve :
Trustee John Waihe‘e IV moves to approve the following candidates as nominees for immediate appointment to the O‘ahu 
Island Burial Council, Kaua‘i & Ni‘ihau Island Burial Council, Maui & Lāna‘i Island Burial Council, and Hawai‘i Island Burial Council: 

• Kyle K. Nakanelua, Nominee for Hāna regional representative on the Maui/Lāna‘i Island Burial Council 
• Susan Talbot Herhold, Nominee for Kohala regional representative on the Hawai‘i Island Burial Council 
• Naki‘a Nae‘ole, Nominee for Ko‘olauloa regional representative on the O‘ahu Island Burial Council 
• Tatiana Kalaniopua Young, Nominee for Wai‘anae regional representative on the O‘ahu Island Burial Council 
• Hinaleimoana Wong-Kalu, Nominee for reappointment for Kona regional representative on the O‘ahu Island Burial Council 
• Norman Kaimuloa, Nominee for reappointment for Kona regional representative on the Hawai‘i Island Burial Council 
• Scott Haili Mahoney, Nominee for reappointment for Ka‘ū regional representative on the Hawai‘i Island Burial Council 
• Nalei Pate-Kahakalau, Nominee for reappointment for Hāmākua regional representative on the Hawai‘i Island Burial 
Council
• Sandra Quinsaat, Nominee for reappointment for Kōloa regional representative on the Kaua‘i/Ni‘ihau Island Burial Council 
• Kaheleonalani Dukelow, Nominee for reappointment for Honua‘ula regional representative on the Maui/Lāna‘i Island 
Burial Council 

Trustee Kalei Akaka seconds the motion.

Motion fails with eight AYES 
and one excused

Motion to move to approve :
Trustee Brendon Kalei‘āina Lee moves to approve the Office of Hawaiian Affairs, Board of Trustees’ Updated By-Laws as 
amended.

Trustee Carmen Hulu Lindsey seconds the motion.  

Motion fails with eight AYES 
and one excused
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KA WAI OLA 
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
By Ku‘ualohapau‘ole Lau
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Across
1 _____ _____ will have a major exhibition exploring 

the conteporary history of Nā Pōhaku Ola 
Kapaemahu. 

5 Perhaps, after 30 years, the time has come to 
transfer the ___ ____ program to OHA? 

6 Turning the poi up against the side of the bowl 
repeatedly until the poi is propper consistency 
and all the water is absorbed. 

10 The goal of _____ ________ is ot champion cultural 
traditions, craftsmanship, and designs while 
perpetuating Hawaiian values. 

12 OHA and a hui of cultural practicioners recieved 
___ iwi kūpuna that were housed for over a 
century at the University of Cambridge. 

14 Recognized by the House of Representatives for 
their contemporary Hawaiian Music. 

16 Naʻalehu Anthony recently passed the mantle of 
leadership to _____ _____ who now serves as 
Executive Director of ʻŌiwiTV. 

18 A video company established by Joan Lander and 
Puhipau in 1981. 

19 Neither male nor female but a mixture both in 
mind, heart and spirit. 

25 : Helm and Mitchell, both were members (also 
known as PKO). 

26 Hawaiʻi’s first moving image archive (The Henry 
Ku’ualoha Giugni Moving Image Archive of 
Hawaiʻi.) 

27 Hawaiian word for story, tale, myth etc. 
29 A nonprofit responsible for addressing Native 

Hawaiian health and well-being. 
30 Joined theatre at UH Mānoa and eventually 

landed a professional gig with the Honolulu 
Theatre for Youth. 

Down
2 The new _____ _______ rules allow for smaller lots of 

up to three acres in size. 
3 Hawaiian word for older sibling. 
4 _________ is a Kapaemahu producer, and finds this 

as a passion project for herself. 
7 Movie script creator of new short film about the life 

of George Helm. 
8 Hawaiian for “a patriot.” 
9 I ka lā ʻapōpō 
11 Over 2,700 people participated in the survey with 

_____% self-identifying as Native Hawaiian or Part 
Hawaiian. 

13 Area on Molokaʻi where homesteaders cultivate 
kalo and other crops to be self-sustaining. 

15 A biopic on the life of George Helm, which Paikai 
hopes to premiere on Molokaʻi next month. 

17 Nearly _____ years later, the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands has plans to begin offering 
new agricultural lots for homesteading. 

20 OHA series thatʻs main goal is to hear directly from 
the community. 

21 An animated short film that was selected to 
premier at the 19th Annual Tribeca Film Festival. 

22 Hawaiian folk hero, member of PKO. 
23 A minister, an orator, a patriot. 
24 Singer/songwritter from Haʻikū, Heʻeia Oʻahu who 

is a founder of Keauhou. 
28 The first human being and the youngest brother of 

kalo. 

Ua maka‘ala? Have you been paying attention?
Answers for this crossword puzzle can be found through out the pages 
of this issue of Ka Wai Ola. Please do not include any spaces, special 
characters, or diacriticals (‘okina and kahakö) in your answers.
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Across
3 4th largest island in the world. 
4 Leo ______ Falsetto Contest. 
5 _______ _____ increase, exceeding the 

family’s ability to pay. 
7 Makena native who attended ‘Ulupalakua 

School as a child. 
9 Kumu hula of hālau Ke �Olu Makani o 

Mauna Loa. 
12 My connection to this place is that it’s our 

____ and it’s all we know. 
13 Burial ground of Native Hawaiian �iwi on 

Hawai�i Island. 
14 The largest Native Hawaiian and Other 

Paci�c Islander population besides Hawai�i. 
15 A volunteer program run by the U.S. aimed 

to provide assistance to diverse countries. 
17 According to OHA�s online survey, the 

most important issue facing Hawaiians is 
a�ordable _________. 

20 Only about 26,800 acres was actually 
distributed under the _____ ___. 

22 Native Hawaiian family being a�ected by 
high property taxes on Maui. 

23 Graduate student from UH Mānoa who 
journeyed to Madagascar for a life 
changing  experience. 

25 DHHL acquired property in ___ district to 
deploy as a�ordable rentals. 

27 Ahupua�a of Ka’eo on Maui where Kukahiko 
�Ohana resides. 

28 A non-pro�t created out of the need to 
support houseless communities. WIND - 
The gentle ____ of Mauna Loa. 

Down
1 Most Hawai�i residents are ___ __ ____ away 

from slipping through the cracks. 
2 _______ Sunset on the Beach celebrated the 

“Legacy of Prince Kūhiō. 
3 Largest hula competition in the world. 
6 ____ has increased from 27% to 50.1% in 

twenty years. 
8 Kūpuna like Elizabeth Kauahipaula got ____ 

water from the sea! 
10 Executive director of Hawaiian Community 

Assets advocating for a�ordable housing and 
more. 

11 Hawaiian word referring to the round and 
fullness of the moon. 

16 The deliberate act of denying access to 
�nancial services and capital to certain 
neighborhoods. 

18 The cool breeze that comes down from 
Mauna Loa. 

19 The moon phase of Friday the 13th. 
21 ___ million dollars held from OHA 

bene�ciaries because of state audit. 
24 Hawaiian word referring to moon cycle that’s 

divided into three (10-day periods). 
26 The Prince ___ Festival will be celebrated 

across the pae �āina March 14 through April 
5. 

NMLS# 50726
NMLS# 1631620

We are an FHA Lender not affiliated, nor endorsed with Department of Hawaiian Home Lands.
This is not a commitment to lend. All loans subject to property approval. Certain fees, restrictions and conditions 
apply. Closing cost does not include mortgage insurance. May need to purchase flood, hurricane, or fire  
insurance. Rates subject to change without notice. Equal Housing Lender. Mary Joe Sato Individual NMLS 
#50726 Dba of Aries Loans Inc NMLS#1631620. All Rights Reserved. Leaf Funding Mortgage ©Copyright 2019

LEAF FUNDING MORTGAGE
Hawaiian Homelands Properties
Purchase, Refinance or Cash-out

FREE Mortgage Advice!
808 791-1044 • www.leaffunding.com

Mary Joe Sato
Branch Manager

Leaf Funding Mortgage
1188 Bishop Street
Honolulu, HI 96813

ACROSS
1 _____ _____ will have a major exhibition 
exploring the conteporary history of Nā Pōhaku Ola 
Kapaemahu.
5 Perhaps, after 30 years, the time has come to 
transfer the ___ ____ program to OHA?
6 Turning the poi up against the side of the bowl 
repeatedly until the poi is propper consistency and 
all the water is absorbed.
10 The goal of _____ ________ is to champion 
cultural traditions, craftsmanship, and designs while 
perpetuating Hawaiian values.
12 OHA and a hui of cultural practicioners recieved 
___ iwi kūpuna that were housed for over a century 
at the University of Cambridge.
14 Recognized by the House of Representatives for 
their contemporary Hawaiian Music.
16 Na‘alehu Anthony recently passed the mantle of 
leadership to _____ _____ who now serves as
Executive Director of ‘ŌiwiTV.
18 A video company established by Joan Lander and 
Puhipau in 1981.
19 Neither male nor female but a mixture both in
mind, heart and spirit.
25 Helm and Mitchell, both were members (also
known as PKO).
26 Hawai‘i’s first moving image archive (The Henry 
Ku‘ualoha Giugni Moving Image Archive of Hawai‘i.)
27 Hawaiian word for story, tale, myth etc.
29 A nonprofit responsible for addressing Native
Hawaiian health and well-being.
30 Joined theatre at UH Mānoa and eventually
landed a professional gig with the Honolulu
Theatre for Youth.

DOWN
2 The new _____ _______ rules allow for smaller lots of 
up to three acres in size.
3 Hawaiian word for older sibling.
4 _________ is a Kapaemahu producer, calls this a 
passion project.
7 Movie script creator of new short film about the life of 
George Helm.
8 Hawaiian for “a patriot.”
9 I ka lā ‘apōpō
11 Over 2,700 people participated in the survey with 
_____% self-identifying as Native Hawaiian or Part 
Hawaiian.
13 Area on Moloka‘i where homesteaders cultivate kalo 
and other crops to be self-sustaining.
15 A biopic on the life of George Helm, which ‘Āina 
Paikai hopes to premiere on Moloka‘i next month.
17 Nearly _____ years later, the Department of 
Hawaiian Home Lands has plans to begin offering new 
agricultural lots for homesteading.
20 OHA series that’s main goal is to hear directly from 
the community.
21 An animated short film that was selected to premier 
at the 19th Annual Tribeca Film Festival.
22 Hawaiian folk hero, member of PKO.
23 A minister, an orator, a patriot.
24 Singer/songwritter from Ha‘ikū, He‘eia O‘ahu who is 
a founder of Keauhou.
28 The first human being and the 
younger brother of kalo.
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Note: Trustee columns represent the views 
of individual trustees and may not reflect 
the official positions adopted by the Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees.

Colette Y. Machado
Chair, Trustee,  

Moloka‘i and Lāna‘i
Tel: 808.594.1837
Fax: 808.594.0212

Email: colettem@oha.org
—————

Brendon Kalei‘āina Lee
Vice Chair, Trustee, At-large

Tel: 808.594.1860
Fax: 808.594.1883

Email: brendonl@oha.org
—————

Leina’ala Ahu Isa, Ph.D.
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1877
Fax: 808.594.1853

Email: leia@oha.org
—————

Dan Ahuna
Trustee 

Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau
Tel: 808.594.1751

Email: dana@oha.org
—————

Kaleihikina Akaka
Trustee, O‘ahu

Tel: 808.594.1854
Fax: 808.594.1864

Email: kaleia@oha.org
—————

Keli‘i Akina, Ph.D.
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1859

Email: TrusteeAkina@oha.org
—————

Carmen “Hulu” Lindsey
Trustee, Maui

Tel: 808.594.1858
Fax: 808.594.1864

Email: hulul@oha.org
—————

Robert K. Lindsey Jr.
Trustee Hawai‘i

Tel: 808.594.1855
Fax: 808.594.1883

Email: robertl@oha.org
—————

John D. Waihe‘e IV
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1876

Email: crayna@oha.org

Native Hawaiians in the conversation on 
climate change

Duty of Care; Duty of Loyalty

As part of our 
continued out-
reach with other 
i n d i g e n o u s 
c o m m u n i -

ties, doors have opened 
for OHA to participate in 
national conversations on 
climate change.  

This comes upon other 
crucial opportunities in 
which OHA has engaged 
in this important conversa-
tion.  Locally, OHA has a 
seat on the state’s Hawai‘i 
Climate Change 
Mitigation and 
Adaptation Com-
mission, which 
was created by 
the Hawai‘i State 
Legislature’s Act 
32 in 2017 and 
meets quarterly.  
OHA staff moni-
tor and advocate 
on these issues at 
the local, state, 
and national levels.  
To be able to raise 
our voice nation-
ally amongst our 
Native cousins is 
e s p e c i a l l y  i m p o r t a n t .

Climate change disproportionately 
affects Native Hawaiians by degrad-
ing not only our natural environment 
but also our cultural resources.

At the national level, OHA has 
urged Congress to take a four-pronged 
approach to include native com-
munities in climate change action:

• Empower Native American 
communities to decide our own 
futures in the face of climate change.

• Empower Native American 
communities to spread the steward-
ship practices of our ancestors and to 
innovate new adaptive approaches 
to conserve our resources and 
mitigate climate change effects.

• Increase resiliency and adaptabil-
ity of Native American communities 
through disaster preparedness, miti-
gation and recovery initiatives.

• Encourage native students 
to pursue a career in science, 

technology, engineer-
ing and math (STEM).

This will help to chart 
a course to effectively 
address climate change 
for native peoples.  These 
were among important 
issues that OHA advocated 
for in front of the U.S. Sen-
ate’s Democratic Steering 
and Outreach Committee.  
OHA also sent these mat-
ters as a letter from our 
CEO to the U.S. Senate 

Committee on Indian Affairs as well 
as to the Senate Democrats’ Special 
Committee on the Climate Crisis.  
We in Hawai‘i are fortunate to have 
our own Senator, Brian Schatz, as 
the Chair of the latter Committee.

Connections that OHA leader-
ship have been making in Indian 
Country have ensured that Native 
Hawaiians will have a seat at the 
table as we advocate for our ‘äina, 
our wai, the lähui, and most impor-
tantly for the mo‘opuna who will 
inherit the kuleana of mälama ‘äina.

Our cultural practitioners and 
our küpuna who have come before 
them have been at the forefront 
of important conservation issues 
before there was even that con-
cept in the western world.  They 
continue to be leaders and impor-
tant voices on these issues.  OHA 
looks forward to lifting these voices 
and critical mana‘o globally. 

Climate change issues are among the top concerns for pa‘akai 
making ‘ohana in Hanapëpë. Salt beds, as pictured, flooded dur-
ing harvest season in 2019.- Photo: Courtesy

Fiduciary duty is 
an obligation to 
act in the best 
interest of another 
party.  A trustee 

has a fiduciary duty to the 
trust’s beneficiaries.  This 
includes the duty of care: 
the legal responsibility of 
a person or organization 
to avoid any behaviors 
or omissions that could 
reasonably be foreseen to 
cause harm to others.  This 
also includes the duty of loyalty: 
often called the cardinal principal 
of fiduciary relationships, the term 
refers to a trustee’s duty to admin-
ister the trust solely in the interest 
of the beneficiaries and following 
the terms of the trust.  This often 
gets misinterpreted as loyalty to the 
board, which is false.

Much has been said by a member 
of the Board of Trustees about their 
disagreement with the board’s deci-
sion to not provide the State Auditor 
unredacted executive session min-
utes for its audit of the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs’ limited liability 
companies.  What is conveniently 
left out by this trustee when they are 
addressing groups around town, is 
not only are these executive session 
minutes, but they are also attorney-
client privileged discussions.  This 
trustee claims that if the Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs has nothing 
to hide then they should just turn 
over the information.  You may be 
asking, how is demanding the Board 
of Trustees to give up the board’s 
attorney-client privilege fiduciarily 
responsible and adhering to the duty 
of care and loyalty to the trust?  It 
is not.  If these privileges were not 
protected, as claimed by an organi-

zation that frequently files 
frivolous lawsuits against 
the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs, then why would 
the State specifically 
exempt these conversations 
from the Sunshine Law?  

This trustee claims that 
in the interest of “trans-
parency” the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs needs 
to open up its books.  
Our administration has 

provided nearly 1,000 differ-
ent documents that have been 
requested.  How much more open 
can you get, especially given that 
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs is 
not the party being audited, rather 
it is the limited liability companies 
that are being audited - another 
fact not shared by this trustee. 

Is it fiduciarily responsible to 
voluntarily waive attorney client 
privilege when the other party has 
full legal authority to subpoena the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs and allow 
a judge to determine the relevance 
of redacted and protected materials? 
No, it is not.  To set a precedence 
that attorney-client privilege is not 
protected not only undermines the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs’ ability 
to do business, it also sets a very 
dangerous precedent for the rest of 
the State’s agencies.  A trustee’s 
duty of care and loyalty is not just to 
its beneficiaries, but also to the trust.  
Publicly saying that, as a trustee, 
you disagree with the rest of the 
board while omitting the reason the 
board took this position and omit-
ting all the facts about the situation 
is not only reckless, it is a breach 
of that duty of care and loyalty to 
the trust and its beneficiaries. 

FROM MA UKA TO MA KAI...
AND ONLINE!

STAY CONNECTED WITH US 
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I dedicate this column to Mrs. Lorna 
Pacheco, who appeared on Kathy 
Muneno’s KHON2 Kupuna Life 
news segment on March 12th.  She 
was featured as a lauhala weaver 
who truly believes the “ALOHA 
SPIRIT” will save our world!

Imagine that you are completely 
dependent on others, imagine 
spending all day asking
“Now I can make believe He’s here!  
Sometimes I walk alone at night when 

everybody else is sleeping.
I think of Him and then I’m happy with the 
company I’m keeping.
The city goes to bed…and I can live inside 
my head.
On my own, pretending He’s beside me…All 
alone I walk with Him till morning.
And when I lose my way, I close my eyes and 
HE has found me!”
–lyrics from Les Miserables
Below is a reprint of a sermon delivered by 
the Rev. Abraham Akaka at Kawaiaha‘o 
Church, Honolulu, Hawai‘i, on March 13, 
1959. These beautiful words are just as 
appropriate and meaningful today as when 
he first spoke them. 
“Aloha is the power of God, seeking to unite 
what is separated in the world - the power that 
unites heart with heart, soul with soul, life 
with life, culture with culture, race with race, 
nation with nation, and man with woman. 
“Aloha is the power that can reunite when a 
quarrel has brought separation. Aloha is the 
power that reunites individuals with them-

selves when they become separated 
from the image of God within. 
Thus, when a Person or a People 
live in the spirit of Aloha, they live 
in the Spirit of God.
“Aloha consists of this attitude of 
heart, above negativism, above 
legalism. It is the unconditional 
desire to promote the true good of 
other people in a friendly spirit, out 
of a sense of kinship. 
“Aloha seeks to do good, with no 

conditions attached. We do not do good 
only to those who do good to us. One of the 
sweetest things about the love of God....about 
Aloha, is that it welcomes the stranger and 
seeks his and her good. A person, who has the 
Spirit of Aloha loves even when the love is 
not returned...And such is the love of God….
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE.
“Aloha does not exploit a people or keep 
them in ignorance and subservience. Rather, 
it shares the sorrows and joys of people. 
Aloha seeks to promote the true good of 
others.Today, one of the deepest needs of 
mankind is the need to feel a sense of kin-
ship, one with another. Truly, all mankind 
belongs together.
“From the beginning, all mankind has been 
called into being, nourished, watched over by 
the love of God. The real true Golden Rule is 
‘ALOHA.’  This is the way of life we shall 
affirm.
“Let us affirm forever what we really are - for 
Aloha is the Spirit of God at work in you and 
in me, and in the world.”
Mälama, A hui hou, Aloha mai, Trustee 
Leina‘ala Ahu Isa 

Reverend Abraham Akaka’s sermon on the Aloha 
Spirit…and how it ties into our incubation, isolation 
because of this virus…

The State Systems MUST Follow the Law! 

A 
basic tenant of the 
western legal con-
struct says that a 
client’s communica-
tion with its attorney 

is “privileged” or protected. The 
reason being is the private and 
open communication between an 
attorney and client is critically 
necessary in order to deliver 
sound legal advice and advocacy. 
The attorney-client privilege 
becomes even more critical when 
two parties are involved in litiga-
tion. Gaining access to another 
parties’ private communication could pro-
vide huge and unfair advantages. 

OHA has recently filed a motion before 
the circuit court to determine whether the 
State auditor should be provided access to 
OHA information that is protected by the 
attorney-client privilege. OHA sought this 
determination from the court after the State 
auditor’s requests; we provided thousands 
of documents and conducted interviews. 
The information in question is from execu-
tive session meeting minutes of the board 
that have been partially redacted to pro-
tect attorney-client communications. We 
provided the documents requested but the 
auditor wanted unredacted minutes. 

The auditor has the power to 
subpoena the records he seeks, 
but a subpoena would require him 
to go to the court and make the 
case for why he is entitled to priv-
ileged information. The auditor 
chose not to subpoena the docu-
ments and to instead suspend the 
audit. This was shocking. 

Our board has fiduciary obliga-
tions to make informed decisions 
and to exercise due diligence 
when making those decisions. 
We have a legal duty to protect 

the interests of the beneficiaries of this 
trust. We would NOT in good conscience, 
waive our attorney-client privilege without 
the guidance of a court. This was not an 
attempt by OHA to be uncooperative, it was 
a sound legal decision by the trustees of a 
large trust corpus. 

Unfortunately, the State auditor and at 
least one member of this board have sought 
to politicize this issue and claim that OHA 
is withholding information. The auditor 
could have done his job and gone to the 
court to obtain the subpoena; he chose not 
to, thus, we decided to do it for him. We 
will get a ruling on this and move forward 
accordingly; we hope the auditor can do the 
same. 

GET
 REGISTERED

TODAY!
Empowering Hawaiians, 

Strengthening Hawai‘i

for more information 
please visit

www.oha.org/registry
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COVID-19:  A Kähea for Protection Waiäkea High School Robotics Program

Stay home from work if 
you’re not well. Practice 
social distancing. Stock 
up on supplies.

These are all guide-
lines for avoiding the coronavirus 
that causes COVID-19 – except 
that for millions of people across 
the country, such steps are chal-
lenging, or even impossible.

Certainly, the coronavirus is 
worrisome for everyone. But for 
a Native Hawaiian population 
who largely deals with poverty, houseless-
ness, health inequities and other economic 
burdens, the outbreak can be especially 
brutal. Our känaka often face economic hard-
ships where they cannot necessarily afford 
to miss work, may have no steady health 
care provider, and no way to avoid crowded 
conditions. Our Native Hawaiian popula-
tion disproportionately suffers with diseases 
that complicate infections, and have trouble 
accessing healthcare if they need it. Some 
may fear costly bills and delay seeking care, a 
wait that could cause medical complications. 
There are other issues we face as well, includ-
ing increased risks coming from communal 
living and food insecurity, especially for 
küpuna who are unable to get to retail stores, 
or who may find that there is nothing left after 
making the trek to these stores.

Easing the burden of a coronavirus out-
break for Native Hawaiians is no simple 
matter. The pandemic will exacerbate 
existing vulnerabilities and widen health 
disparities and economic gaps. We need 
bold systemic action by leadership to help us 
meet the challenges head-on with solutions 
that will center on those that may be the most 
impacted, including Native Hawaiians. Some 
people may have their work hours reduced 
because of temporary lay-offs and closures 
due to COVID-19, or some may be unable 
to work because of a diagnosis, quarantine or 
because they are caring for someone with the 
condition. While some workers may be eligi-

ble to receive a portion of wages or be 
able to take leave, we should explore 
halting evictions (as implemented 
by other cities), providing free and 
expanded healthcare, and expanding 
unemployment benefits for those who 
are unable to face the possible daunt-
ing economic, social and health costs 
associated with COVID-19. 

We must also remember our prison 
population and others that are subject 
to our corrections system through 
pre-trial detention trials, cash bail, 

the sit-lie ban, and other policing that sub-
jects people to the criminal justice system. 
Law enforcement should instead be focusing 
on crimes that cause physical harm to others. 
Social distancing cannot happen in prisons 
and the constant cycle of employees and 
entries may spread COVID-19.

On OHA’s end, for those beneficiaries 
facing immediate hardship, the purpose of 
the Kahiau Community Assistance Program 
(made possible through a grant from OHA)  
is to provide one-time emergency financial 
assistance of up to $2,000 to eligible Native 
Hawaiian beneficiaries facing hardship due 
to an unexpected crisis. This money can be 
used to fund mortgage payments, rent deposit 
or payment, or utility services. 

Despite these challenges, as a Native 
Hawaiian community, we are working with 
one another to ensure our community has 
access to accurate information about the out-
break and about prevention and mitigation 
measures. In the meantime, the most effective 
way to prevent infections and save lives is by 
breaking the chains of transmission through 
more testing for COVID-19 and by practicing 
social distancing when possible. I encourage 
you all to engage in proper sanitation and 
medical care measures.

The lähui can be the model for the inte-
gration of science, culture and healing, and 
mälama for one another. This is the time 
when we show the world how to rise. E 
mälama pono. 

Aloha nui käkou! In our 
last article, we shared 
information regard-
ing the Academies at 
Waiäkea High School. 

We wanted to focus on one of the 
Academies this month. The fol-
lowing is taken straight from the 
school’s website.

“The Business, Engineering, 
Sciences & Technology (BEST) 
Academy encourages the pursuit 
and perseverance in the careers 
of Business, Engineering, Sci-
ences and Technology with work-based 
knowledge and experience, as well as a 
strong academic foundation so our students 
become contributing members of society.”

The BEST Academy has a great story to 
tell in terms of the success of its students. In 
today’s academic world, success is usually 
measured by students being accepted and 
attending college to continue their studies. 
Since 2015, many students from the BEST 
Academy were accepted to go to different 
colleges. Some of these colleges were here 
in Hawai‘i, but others were on the main-
land. In this day and age success can also 
be determined by what students decide to do 
with their lives other than going to college. 

Waiäkea High School teachers have tried 
to track students who have chosen to forego 
the traditional college route. That is a little 
more difficult, but to the teachers’ best 
knowledge, since 2015 a few students have 
gone on to different types of technology 
jobs. A few of these places of employment 
are technology companies scouring the 
country for its best and brightest. Some of 
these employees come from our very own 
Hawai‘i island. Our Waiäkea High School 
teachers believe that we may continue to 
see students go straight into the technology 
workforce in the future as colleges may not 
be able to keep up with the rapidly changing 
areas of the technology field. Some com-

panies are willing to train these 
brand-new employees in order 
to get them up to speed and then 
place them into their new jobs. 

Robotics has been a success-
ful program at Waiäkea High 
School for at least a decade. 
Robotics students have achieved 
much in different competitions 
both here in Hawai‘i and abroad. 
However, this program, and 
others, depend heavily on outside 
sources of funding for its success. 

The robotics program struggled 
in its early years to secure outside grant 
funding to support students and its pro-
grams. Some say that grant funding is open 
to all and you just need to have a great appli-
cation in order to receive a grant. Others say 
that unless the potential funder is on your 
island, it can be difficult to obtain a grant no 
matter how good your application is. What-
ever the case may be, it was a tough time for 
them as they tried to secure grant funding. 

They never gave up and eventually 
became quite successful in obtaining grant 
funding to really boost their robotics pro-
gram to the next level. One of the biggest 
funders, if not the biggest funder, is the 
Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT). There 
are those who express that the TMT tries 
to “buy” community support by fund-
ing STEM scholarships or programs. Yet 
those who receive support for their STEM 
scholarships or programs are appreciative 
of the funding granted to them by the TMT. 
No matter what your position is regard-
ing the TMT, the fact remains that they 
are able to fund STEM scholarships and 
programs and the Waiäkea High School 
robotics program has definitely benefited 
and grown from this type of funding sup-
port. We want to congratulate the Waiäkea 
High School robotics program on their 
accomplishments and wish them continued 
funding and program success. Aloha! 
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COITO – Picnic on June 27, 2020 (Saturday), 
Zablan Beach Park (across Nänäkuli Ranch), from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Potluck lunch.  Luncheon 
on June 28, 2020 (Sunday), St. Louis Alumni 
Clubhouse. T-shirts and genealogy books avail-
able.  Contact Jeanne M. Kahanaoi: 808-354-7365.

CHARTRAND – Aloha John Francis Carson 
Chartrand is my Grandfather on my mother’s side. 
He came to Hawai‘i in the 20s with the Calvary. 
He married four Hawaiian women in his life and 
had many children. Mary Keahi Kaohu, Edith 
Kapule Kalawaia, Margaret Keanalani Claesene 
and Helen Brown. My mother Isabelle Leina‘ala 
Chartrand Kainoa and brother Harold Kalawaia 
Chartrand had eleven half siblings. In honor of all 
the Chartrand ‘Ohana that have passed on, to meet 
Grandpa Chartrand. We want to plan a reunion. 
We need everyone to kokua with your current 
contact info to cousin Cami Chartrand 446-5098 
email Chartrandreunion2020@gmail.com or John 
Kainoa 244-8428, johnkainoa61@gmail.com. We 
look forward to hearing from you. Mahalo John.

DOLE – The descendants of William Patrick 
Dole and Emily Keli'iahonui Kekoa Dole are plan-
ning a family reunion on Saturday August 8, 2020 
at the Waimänalo Beach Park, O‘ahu , Hawai‘i.  
William Dole and Emily K. Dole had 10 chil-
dren, most of whom have produced descendants 
who are the next generation of cousins.  Their chil-
dren are named,  Emily Ka‘auwai, Henry Dole, 
Billy Dole, Simeon Dole, Henrietta Carter, Muriel 
Duvachelle, Benjamin Dole, Richard Dole Kaai, 
Eleanor Ka-Ne, and Loretta Kwock. The organiz-
ers encourage all family descendants to attend and 
be a part of this family reunion and celebration.  
The morning will begin with a prayer of bless-
ings as we celebrate the 126th birthday of our tutu 
Emily K. Dole.  There will be talk story sessions, 
a Pa‘ina Hawaiian Luncheon, family entertain-
ment, games, and in the afternoon family genealo-
gy workshops. Camping will be allowed by permit. 
Don’t miss out on this opportunity to get to meet 
cousins that you have not met.  For more informa-
tion, please contact: Camie Apau 808-852-9880, 
Holly Kwock Kaleohano 808-348-0077, Peewee 
Ka-Ne 808-990-5242.

HANAPI – The descendants of Lucy Hanapi 
Bungo, Lily Hanapi Kawelo, and Edward 
Kawaihoa Hanapi will be holding a family reunion 
on O‘ahu, Hawai‘i on July 24, 25, and 26, 2020.  
For more information email Lisa Jaber at ljab3@
aol.com or call (808) 220-5404 and leave a mes-
sage.  Mahalo.

KAHELE ʻOHANA MILOLIʻI – The descen-
dants of John Halena Kahele and Maria Malaea 
Nunuha and their children Ellen Kalawae‘a, John 
Halena, Hannah Koanohano, William Kalilipio 
Keomaka, Peter Kahuaka‘e, Henry Nahinu and 
Abel Pepe Kaliliaku are planning a gathering in 
Miloli‘i, Hawai‘i Island on July 3, 2020 – July 6, 
2020.  For more information please contact Renee 
Olivera at (808) 640-5959, Gloria Wagner at (808) 
436-5074 or Sharon “Malama” Faalele at (808) 
485-2861.  

KAI ʻOHANA – The descendants of John 
Kai Akina m. Kane‘aloha both born in 1840 and 
their children Mary Kai m. Kahana; John Makia 
Kai m. Hattie Wilkins had children Maria Kai 
m. Charles Minor, John Makia Kai Jr. m. Myra 
Kainupau, William Kai m. Bessie, Helen Kai m. 
Daniel Shendeling, David Kai m. Silvana Luis; 

Kalamaikai m . Ulii had children Henry Tai 
Kalamaikai Kai m. Mundon, Herbert Ulii Kai m. 
Kane, Mary Ailau Kai m. Kamahele, Maria Kai 
m. Lovell, Annie Kai m. James Low; and John 
Keliikahi Kai m. Annie Akamu had children 
Ernest Kai m. Peggy Hockely, Herbert Kai m. 
Regina Aiu, John Keliikahi Kai m .Ivy Demello, 
Albert Kai m. Ellen Stephenson, Paul Kai m. 
Edna Fergerstrom, George Kai m. Beatrice Carter. 
‘Ohana will be holding a family reunion on July 17, 
2020 at 6:30 pm at Inspire Church Hall in Waikele 
on O‘ahu. For more information contact Johnny 
Kai at kai4307@msn.com or call 971-533-6881; 
Patricia Talbert at 808-388-9168 or Corrina Luna 
at 808-551-2432.

KAMAHELE – Calling on Descendants of 
Kamahelenui and his wife, Ann Nuu Kapahu 
of Kahuwai and their children, S.W. Kuamoo 
Kamahele, John Keoni Kalau Kamahele, Kahaoheo 
Kaimana Kuula Kamahele, Mose Kamahele, 
Aupeleki M. Kamahele, John W.K. Kamahele, 
Alfred S.F. Kamahoe Kamahele, Clement J.I. 
Kaolulo Kamahele, Jack Kamahele, Elisabeth 
Kikainei Kamahele, H.K. Kamahele and Gregory 
Kamahele Kuamoo.  We will be holding a fami-
ly reunion on Hawai‘i island in Hilo, September 5 
and 6, 2020.  For more information please check 
out out Facebook page, Kamahele 2020 Family 
Reunion . You may also email questions to kama-
hele2020@gmail.com.

KAMILA/CAZIMERO – We are updating our 
Kamila and Manuel Family Tree and planning 
our next Family Reunion.   Please check out our 
Facebook page; Hui ‘o Manuel a me Kamila Reunion 
or email Kamila.ManuelCazimeroFR2021@gmail.
com. You can also contact Stacy Hanohano at (808) 
520-4212 for more information. 

KIPI -K AHELE – Save the date: Friday, 
May 22,2020, to May 24,2020, descendants of 
Katherine Kaahea & Samuel Kipi and Katherine 
Kaahea & William Miliona Kahele, will be gath-
ering for an ‘Ohana Reunion on O‘ahu at Mä‘ili 
Beach Park in Mä‘ili.  Camp set up on Friday night, 
and main ‘Ohana gathering on Saturday, break 
camp Sunday.  Please bring a pot-blessing dish to 
share on Saturday (BYOB) registration @ 0900, 
Pä‘ina to start at 1000, lunch at Noon and pä‘ina 
throughout the day.  Saturday’s agenda: ‘Ohana 
introductions, cultural activities, scavenger hunt, 
entertainment, games, and fellowship. T-shirts will 
be on sale, designed by John Kahele Jr. Please call 
Aldora Kahele (808) 782-0359, e-mail Airleen 
Lucero @ airlucero@yahoo.com, 853-8503.  To 
register, please call Aldora or Kapua Kahele (808) 
259-9456 or go to our Kipi-Kahele Facebook page, 
join the group, where you can get all of our infor-
mation. Let’s come and celebrate our Küpuna and 
continue their legacy of Aloha. We’ll see you in 
May.  A hui hou. Mälama pono.  Aloha Ke Akua!

KUAK AHELA/K ALIMAONAONA – 
Descendants of Kuakahela and Keaka 
Kalimaonaona. Children: Naiheauhau, Kaaihue, 
Kealohapauole, Kamau, Kaunahi, Kimona, 
Wahinelawaia and Keau. The reunion is set for July 
25 and 26, 2020 at Makaeo Events Pavilion, Old 
Airport Beach Park, Kailua-Kona, Hawai‘i. Need 
head count by June 1, 2020. Call Agnes at 808-987-
1884. If you have any questions contact President, 
Apo Aquino or on Facebook (Kaukahela ‘Ohana).

KULIOHOLANI-KONAWAHINE– ‘OHANA 
REUNION “CANCELLED” Due to recent devel-
opments of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) and 

heeding the guidance of our government offi-
cials, we are CANCELLING our family reunion 
that was scheduled for Saturday June 20, 2020. 
A refund will be provided to those who have 
already registered. Please contact your family rep-
resentatives for more information and coordina-
tion of your refunds.  We will discuss planning 
another Kulioholani-Konawahine reunion soon.  
Questions:  johnakijr@hotmail.com

MANU/KAWELO – Descendants of John 
Manu-Kawelo and Kaohuaaionaalii Kapapaheenalu 
of North Kohala will all be together for the first 
time in 30 years on Wednesday, July 29 through 
Sunday, August 2, 2020.  We will start with an 
O‘ahu gathering and then meet in North Kohala.  
Our descendants include Pa, Stewart, Rodenhurst, 
Hussey, Moku, Manu, and many more.  There 
will be many exciting events that you don’t want 
to miss.  For more information follow us on 
Facebook, Manu – Kawelo Reunion.

NĀ‘EHU-SAFFERY  – Descendants of Captain/
Judge Edmund Saffery (1806-1874) and wives 
Kupuna Naehu and Waiki Kawaawaaiki Naehu 
(1828-1900) of Olowalu, Maui, are planning a 
reunion. Their combined 14 children include: 
Fanny (John Kaiaokamalie); Edmund Jr. (Emalia 
Wallace); Henry (Kahua Kaanaana); Caroline 
(Frank Rose); William (Emily Cockett and Jennie 
Makekau); John (Lucy Kahaulelio and Rebecca 
Nahooikaika); Thomas (Mary Luna Kina); Mary 
(Daniel Palena); Emma (Wiliiam Pogue); Anna 
(Joseph Kealoha and Daniel Nahaku); Julianna 
(Antoine Freitas); Charles (Emily Hawele and 
Catherine Kauwahi); Helen (George Tripp); 
Emalia Nellie (Louis Ernestberg, George Conrad, 
and Nelson Kaloa). If you're interested in attending 
the reunion (postponed to 2021 due to COVID 
-19), please visit www.SafferyOhana.org or con-
tact Naomi Losch, (808) 261-9038, nlosch@
hawaii.rr.com or Lähela Perry, 808-366-7936,  saf-
feryohana@gmail.com

PIO – The descendants of Pio/Kepio aka 
Kaawalauole/Kaawalauloa/Keliipio/Pio and 
first wife Keoahu of Kaupo, Maui, will be hav-
ing a family reunion on Maui island, Sept. 4-7, 
2020 at Kihei Community Center. $5 registra-
tion per person. Kepio and Keoahu had six chil-
dren who used the surname Kepio or Pio at some 
point in their lives: Kahaleuahi (k), Nakoaelua 
(w), Malaea (w), Kaukani (k), Ipoaloha (w) 
and Kaleohano (k). Sampson Kahaleuahi mar-
ried Anadasia Kealoha, children : Andrew Kaawa 
Sr., Anna (Kapaona), Domitila Namahana (Hui 
Sing), Poni, Kahalepaahao, Cecilia Kupu aka Tupu 
(Kaaihue), Kanoho, Kaawaliilii, Mahana, Kamaka, 
Joseph Iukewe aka Teve and Margaret. Victoria 
Nakoaelua we are still searching for her descen-
dants, she married Kahaleauki and had possibly 
1-2 other marriages, children: Kalahiki, Louisiana 
Helela (married Joseph Keawe; their hanai children 
are Andrew "Analu" Almeida married Victoria 
Reinhardt, and Martha Smith married Chang) and 
another daughter possibly named Nakoa (Henry 
Stuart).  Julia Malaea "Maria" first relationship 
with Keahinuuanu and marriage to Sam Akahi 
Sr., children:Paul Keahi Adams Sr., Kaaialii, 
Kalahele, Paahao, Kalei, Kamuela, Lika S., Liilii 
aka Sam Jr., Agnes Kawai and Andrew Taki.  
Samuel Kaukani married first Mele Kakaio and 
second Rebecca Malulu, children: Joseph Kaaialii, 
Annie (Peters), Samuel Jr., Paul.  Ipoaloha mar-
ried Theodore George Kalalani Kekiwi, children: 
Agnes Kamilanui (Kailewa), Mary Melia (Aiona, 
Cuarisma), Henry Kamaelehua aka Hua, Benjamin 

Keliikalahale, James Kalalani, Manuel Piimauna 
aka Mauna, Jessie Kamilaliilii, Agnes Akaneki 
(Yap, Palafox, Pimental, Perry), Julia Melia, 
Rachael Lahela (Baisa) and Boniface.  Joseph 
Kaleohano married first Mele Kanakaokekai and 
second Minnie Aloiau, children: Nani Choy, 
Minnie (Lancaster), Violet  Mauloa (Kowalski).  
Genealogy updates and photo for Genealogy Book 
due 4/12/20 to email below.  Contact: Ka'apuni 
Peters-Wong 808-375-4321,Toni Kowalski 808-
436-1845, Donna HueSing Curimao 808-264-
3178, Valda "Sweetheart" Baisa Andaya 808-
572-9245, Kapi'olani Adams 808-778-6383 or 
email pioohana@gmail.com. Website will be given 
when ready.  For meeting date info please con-
tact Ka‘apuni.

PUKANA O KANIALAMA – family 
reunion July 10-12, 2020 in Hilo.  Descendants 
of Kinikahikiainoa and Pooui Pahane, Kanialama 
and Kaohuaino (their 3 keiki Keliikuaaina, 
Kaniakaio and Pooui),  Kai‘anui and Nakahili ( 
parents of Pooui Pahane), Kelupaka Kona and Pila 
Kauahiokona (parents of Kai‘anui).  Main branches 
from the previous mentioned are Kahanu, Gooman, 
Long, Kona, Kai‘anui.  Please send contact infor-
mation or questions to pukanahilo@gmail.com

STEWARD – Looking for descendants or ‘ohana 
of James and Mea-alani Steward of Kahalu‘u, 
O‘ahu.  Please contact William Steward: wstew-
ard52@yahoo.com if you are interested in a fam-
ily reunion.

VICTOR – Victor ‘Ohana reunion for descen-
dants of Kamukai Wikoli and Amelia Akoi will 
be held on O'ahu from Friday 21 through Sunday 
23 August 2020.  For details please see the ‘ohana 
website at www.victor-ohana.org or the ‘ohana 
Facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/
The.Victor.Ohana. For more information contact 
Dwight Victor at dwight@victor-ohana.org, (808) 
688-2349, or PO Box 970700 Waipahu HI 96797.

WOOLSEY – The descendants of 
George Lewis Woolsey and Annie Kamakakaulani 
Akana are planning a family reunion on July 2-5, 
2020 at He Piko No Waiohuli, Kula, Maui, Hawai‘i. 
George Lewis Woolsey and Annie Kamakakaulani 
Akana  had  four  children, all of whom have pro-
duced descendants:    Matilda Woolsey Norton, 
George Woolsey, James Woolsey and Miriam 
Woolsey Jay Reed.  We will talk story, have music, 
games, enjoy each other’s company and have 
genealogy updates during the reunion.    Camping 
is allowed.    For more information, please email-
Hope: woolseyohana@gmail.com.  

‘IMI ‘OHANA • FAMILY SEARCH

B E I R N E / G E O R G E / K A I L I U L I /
WAIWAIOLE – Looking for descendants of 
Joseph Beirne, Lani George, Victoria Kailiuli, and 
John Kalua Waiwaiole.  A family reunion will be 
held June 26-27, 2020 in Honolulu.  Please contact 
Minette K Ngalu at ngalu10@gmail.com or call 
808-250-8751.  Mahalo.

GRAMBERG – Searching for the descendants 
or any related ‘ohana of Herman Gramberg and 
Rose Anakalea. Children of Herman and Rose are 
Herman “Waha”, Theresa, George, Vivian, Henry 
“Heine”, Darilynn, and Rosebud. Looking to update 
genealogical information. Please email gramberg 
ohana1@gmail.com. Any inforomation shared is 
greatly appreciated. Mahalo!

HARBOTTLE – I am looking for informa-

tion on my great-great grandmother. Her name 
is Talaimanomateata or Kua‘analewa, she was 
Tahitian and married to or had a child with 
George Nahalelaau Harbottle. Born in 1815 on 
O‘ahu and son of John Harbottle of England and 
Papapaunauapu daughter of Haninimakaohilani 
and Kauhiaimokuakama. I know from Edward 
Hulihee Harbottle’s (my great grandfather) 
Guardianship court case that when his father 
George died his mother was on Maui and the case 
was stopped until she could be in court. When she 
appeared in court she said it was fine if Edward H. 
Boyd became his guardian. There are family sto-
ries that she had come from an ali‘i family of Tahiti 
and was in Hawai‘i as a ward of the court. I have 
not been able to substantiate this information. If 
anyone in the family knows where I might look it 
would be wonderful to know. Please contact me at 
waiakaphillips@yahoo.com or call 808-936-3946. 
Mahalo, Noelani Willing Phillips.

HUSSEY – The Hussey family (Alexander & 
Kaaikaula Makanoe) is updating its genealogy book. 
Please go to husseyohana.org for more information.

KAIWA – Looking for descendants or relat-
ed ‘Ohana Members of ‘BILL KAIWA’, aka 
‘SOLOMAN ANI. Please contact ROBERTA 
BOLLIG 320-248-3656 or flh63kb@yahoo.com 
MAHALO! 

KEANU – Would like to locate genealogical 
information for my deceased paternal grandmoth-
er named Josephine Keanu born either in Ka‘u 
or Kaohe (Big Island) on 8/12/1912 or 1911. 
Supposedly, her birth record was destroyed during 
a fire at St. Benedict Church in Honaunau. I was 
told this church kept birth records of nearby fami-
lies during that period. I would greatly appreciate 
any kokua in locating her ‘ohana and details of her 
birth. Please contact ssylva4@hotmail.com.

KAUKA – Looking for descendants or relat-
ed ‘ohana members of Deborah Chan Loy (DOB: 
about 1885). Please contact Glenn Ventura at 
gdventura44@gmail.com. Mainly trying to locate 
sisters of my mother Irene Loy (DOB: 1914) 
Married John Ventura of Kihei. Sisters: Lillian, 
Saddie (Sadie), Warma (Velma) and Agnes Kauka.

MAKUA – Looking for descendants or relat-
ed ‘ohana members of Henry K. Makua (year of 
birth: 1907, Honolulu) Father: Joseph K. Makua, 
Mother: Mary Aukai, Sisters: Malia and Mele, 
Sons: Henery and Donald Makua. Joseph and 
Mary may have orginated from Kaua‘i. Looking 
for genealogical information. Please contact –  
emakua.makua@gmail.com. Mahalo!

NĀ‘EHU-SAFFERY  – Descendants of Captain/
Judge Edmund Saffery (1806-1

TITCOMB – For all descendants of Charles 
Titcomb and Kanikele – it's time to update the fam-
ily information for another family reunion.  Anyone 
that would be interested  to be on the planning com-
mittee, contact: K. Nani Kawaa at titcombfami-
lyreunion@gmail.com.

YONG/KUKAHIKO – Kalei Keahi / Ah Foon 
Yong and John Mahele Kukahiko / Daisy Nahaku 
Up dating genealogy information on these 2 ohana. 
Please send to Janelle Kanekoa ( granddaugh-
ter of Samuel Apo Young/ Yong and Daisybelle 
Kukahiko)  email me  @  nehaukanekoa@gmail.
com. Please list on top right which ohana you 
belong to. Yong or Kukahiko. 
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MAUI
737 Lower Main St., Ste. B2

Kahului, HI 96793-1400
Phone: 808.873.3364 

Fax: 808.873.3361

WASHINGTON, D.C.
211 K Street NE

Washington D.C., 20002
Phone: 202.506.7238
Fax: 202-629-4446

OHA
OFFICES
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DO YOU OR A LOVED ONE NEED LONG 
TERM CARE, FINAL EXPENSE, OR LIFE 
INSURANCE ?? Let’s see what fits your 
needs!! Call Kamaka Jingao 808-286-
0022 Hi Lic #433187

HAWAIIAN MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY. 
Garden of Central. Lot 21, Section-D, Site 
#3. Close to the road, walkway close to 
site. View of K. Bay, Chapel nearby. Sell for 
$2,500.00 cash or cashiers check. Con-
tact Harold at 808-597-7710 anytime.

HAWAIIAN MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY. 
Meditation I, Lots 99, Section-B, Site 4. 
Double plot. Selling for $7,000. Call Lani 
at 808-913-9535

HOMES WITH ALOHA-Kapolei / Kanehili 5 
bedroom, 3 baths w/ 1bdrm, 1 full bath 
downstairs. Move in condition. $630,000 
Leasehold - Charmaine I. Quilit Poki(R) 
(RB-15998) Keller Williams Honolulu (RB-
21303) (808) 295-4474.

HOMES WITH ALOHA-Kapolei / Kanehili-
Single story 3 bedroom, 2 bath $515,000 
Lots of upgrades. Leasehold - Char-
maine I. Quilit Poki(R) (RB-15998) Keller 
Williams Honolulu (RB-21303)(808) 295-
4474

HOMES WITH ALOHA-Nanakuli Ave. 3 
bedrooms/2.5 baths 2 story, 8,194 sq.ft. 
corner lot. Built in 2010. $435,000 Built 
in 2010 Leasehold-Charmaine I. Quilit 
Poki(R) (RB-15998) Keller Williams Hono-
lulu (RB-21303) (808) 295-4474.

HOMES WITH ALOHA-Papakolea 5 bed-
room, 4 bath over 3,000 sq.ft. of living 
area. Great for extended families. Breath-
taking Ocean, city, Diamond Head view. 
$849,900 Leasehold - Charmaine I. Quilit 
Poki(R) (RB-15998) Keller Williams Hono-
lulu (RB-21303) (808) 295-4474.

HOMES WITH ALOHA-Waianae 3 bed-
room, 1.5 bath, Fixer upper $260,000 
Leasehold-Charmaine I. Quilit Poki(R) 
(RB-15998) Keller Williams Honolulu 
(RB-21303) (808) 295-4474.

INTERESTED IN TRADING AN OCEANVIEW 
KAWAIHAE lot for a Kula lot? Let’s talk. 
Call 808-263-4262.

KULA HOME - Waiohuli Residential, 4 bed-
room, 2.5 Bath, 2,650 sq.ft. dwelling on 
.68 acre lot. provides a panoramic view 
of upcountry living 808-357-6241, Leave 
message text preferred.

KULA HOME - Waiohuli Residential, 4 bed-
room, 2.5 Bath, 2,650 sq.ft. dwelling on 
.68 acre lot. provides

"NANI KA HANOHANO O KE ALI‘I KAME-
HAMEHA." Bring Aloha Spirit to the World. 
Visit www.KamehamehaMovie.com and 
hear "Be Aloha" on YouTube.

PANAEWA HOME- Hilo. 3 bedrooms/3 
baths/2 car garage. 1,444 sq ft on 10,008 
Lot. Convenient location, partially fenced, 
auto gate 20x40 covered area; shed, 
garden offered at $450k Ls. Call 808-
895-1841 or email eskdegrood@gmail.
com.

PRODUCTS MADE IN JAPAN. Want more 
information come to Ohana Hale Mar-
ketplace booth 62. Call to reserve your 
sample at 808-548-9461.

ROYAL FLAGS ALSO CALLED ROYAL 
ENSIGN ($15), kānaka maoli flags ($10) 
and traditional Hawaiian flags ($10), all 
3' x 5' size, made of strong nylon to fly on 
your truck, boat or house or at protests to 
show respect to the Hawaiian Kingdom 
and its laws. Also patches, T-shirts and 
tanktops. Order online. www.kanaka-
maolipower.org or phone 808-332-5220

SAVE ON MEDICARE With Medicare you 
have options, we compare those options 
for you. No Cost! No Obligations! Call 
Kamaka Jingao 808.286.0022 Hi Lic 
#433187

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING A 
HOME? Call Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 
295- 4474 RB-15998. Keller Williams 
Honolulu RB-21303. To view current list-
ings, go to my website HomeswithAloha.
com. Call or email me at Charmaine.Quil-
itPoki@gmail.com to learn more about 
homeownership. Mahalo nui! Specialize 
in Fee Simple & Homestead Properties, 
33 years. 

MĀKEKE
THE MARKETPLACE

560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200 | Honolulu, Hawai‘i

For more information, please visit 
www.oha.org/cmlp or call, 

(808) 594-1823 or email 
lareinam@oha.org

The OHA Consumer Micro Loan Program is designed to provide low cost loans 
to Native Hawaiians who are experiencing temporary fi nancial hardship as 
a result of unforeseen events, or who wish to enhance their careers.

Empowering Hawaiians, Strengthening Hawai‘i

www.oha.org

•  5.00% APR Fixed - Loan amounts 
from $500 to $7,500

• Maximum Term Up to 5 Years
•  Eligibility and credit restrictions apply.

$7,500
Loans are available up to

The OHA Consumer Micro Loan Program is designed to provide low cost loans 

LIFE IS FULL OF
SURPRISES
AN EMERGENCY LOAN
FROM OHA CAN HELP
APPLY TODAY AT WWW.OHA.ORG/CMLP

http://www.homeswithaloha.com/


OFFICE of HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
560 N. Nimitz Highway, Suite 200 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96817

Get your FREE
subscription to Ka Wai Ola
Go to kawaiola.news to sign up

Or clip this coupon, fill in and mail to: Ka Wai Ola, 560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200, Honolulu, HI 96817

Please check one:         New subscriber             Change of address

Email:

Name (First, Last)

Address

City State           Zip

Kamehameha Schools 
2020 Summer Programs

March 2020 Issue
OHA - Back Cover

Color, 9.7”[w] x 7.75”[h]

EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES: Web: ksbe.edu/kscholars • Phone: 808-842-8800
Kamehameha Schools policy is to 

give preference to applicants of Hawaiian 
ancestry to the extent permitted by law.

Kamehameha Scholars 
COLLEGE & CAREER COUNSELING PROGRAM

Our nationally-acclaimed educational enrichment program provides Native Hawaiian students year-round 
college and career counseling.
• Post-secondary planning
• Year-round workshops
• Interactive lessons grounded in the Hawaiian culture

Apply by April 30, 2020
Available for students entering grades 9 and 10 

https://www.oha.org/kwo
https://www.ksbe.edu/about_us/join_our_mailing_list/
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