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BY NOELANI ARISTA

Noelani Arista remembers  
OHA’s first Cultural Officer

Aloha mai kākou,

H
ealth is a major concern for us all, and is a key strategic priority of 
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. In the Western model, the focus is on 
the individual. But in the indigenous perspective, we look at the col-
lective – the people, the lähui, the environment and the elements. We 
know from our traditions that our küpuna addressed health through what 

we’d now call a “preventative” system: by creating a holistic system of resource 
management, a key outcome of which was a vibrant, healthy population. We need 
a similar mind-shift today.

The late Dr. Kekuni Blaisdell often spoke about how the ahupua‘a model, 
in addition to being a complex method for managing water, land and political 
resources, is also a public health system. By effectively managing fresh water, 
agriculture can be successful; the aquifer is recharged; fishponds are stocked and 
plentiful; and humans benefit from a healthy diet and rich culture of collective 
labor. The ahupua‘a leads to a healthy community, by design.

We know what happens when we are disconnected from this traditional design. 
In 1985 the E Ola Mau report described the truth that we see in much of our native 
community: that Native Hawaiians were highest in terms of chronic disease, sub-
stance abuse, behavior, health, over-incarceration, poor academic achievements. 
The data indicates that Hawaiians are at the tertiary level of care. Primary  care is 
when you go to a doctor; secondary is when you have to see a specialist. Tertiary 
care is more acute, more invasive, and is often the most expensive level of health 
care intervention. This all ties back to the separation of känaka from ‘äina, to the 
erosion of communities and economies which promoted health.

Many organizations and leaders in our community are working hard to restore 

a full measure of Hawaiian health, from mauka to makai, by 
connecting us back to our culture, to our ‘äina, to our families, 
to each other.

One successful model is what Earl Kawa‘a is doing with his 
“Board and Stone” project. He connects people to poi, to pa‘i‘ai, 
to Häloa, to the land. His requirement is that participation should 
happen as an ‘öhana, not as an individual woman, man, or 
child. So in the course of learning how make a papa ku‘i ‘ai 
or pohaku ku‘i ‘ai, we also learn an older set of cultural 
pathways, including how to take more responsibility as 
a parent, how to mälama your keiki, and how to regain 
a broader sense of family health.

We can rebuild these systems by reclaiming our 
political governance, our lands, and our waters, and 
building healthier communities and stronger ‘ohana. 
These are the vital steps to achieving a more healthy 
lähui, and it’s a task that we’re working on everyday 
at OHA. Aia ke ola ma ka hale. 

‘O au iho nö me ke aloha a me ka ‘oia‘i‘o,

Kamana‘opono M. Crabbe, Ph.D.
Ka Pouhana/Chief Executive Officer
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By Ka Wai Ola Staff

A 
few years ago, a question piqued 
Kahikinaokalä Kükea-Shultz’s young 
mind. What varieties of kalo could 
survive best in brackish water? Kahiki-
naokalä’s goal was to help figure out 

how to adapt lo‘i to better handle the effects of 
climate change and sea level rise. 

Like thousands of students across the state, 
Kahikinaokalä set out to answer inquiries about 
his surrounding world through his school science 
fair project. But unlike most of his peers, Kahiki-
naokalä explored his question as his ancestors did: 
through ‘ölelo Hawai‘i. 

Kahikinaokalä is something of a trailblazer, 
like the first one to dip his toes into the lo‘i water 
to test its temperature. His sixth grade project 
the year prior, in 2015, was the first to ever be 
produced in ‘ölelo Hawai‘i that qualified for the 
Hawai‘i State Science and Engineering Fair. His 

lo‘i project, which he did in Hawaiian as well, 
also qualified for the state science fair in his sev-
enth grade year.  

Since then, a trend has emerged. Hawaiian 
language has begun to push its way into youth 
scholastic arenas long reserved only for Eng-
lish. Since Kahikinaokalä’s project in 2015, at 
least one Hawaiian language science project has 
advanced to the state science fair. This April, four 

projects qualified for states. Moreover, Hawaiian 
language projects were allowed to compete in this 
year’s Hawai‘i History Day State Fair without 
translation, the first time in the contest’s 29-year 
history. In addition, two elementary students 
from Kualapu‘u Charter School became the first 
Hawaiian language immersion students to ever 
qualify for the VEX IQ Robotics Tournament in 
Kentucky. 

Pöhai Kükea-Shultz, a Hawaiian language 
advocate and the mother of science whiz-kid 
Kahikinaokalä, said that Hawaiian language 
belongs in these competitions, equally with and 

alongside English, because the state Constitution 
recognizes ‘ölelo Hawai‘i and English as a co-
official languages of the state. 

“If Hawaiian is an official language, then we 
should be able to use it in every single context 
possible,” she said. “It shouldn’t just be a law 
that looks cool but does not have actual use in 
practice.” 

The language of lanakila

To maximize  
choices of  

life and work,  
Native 

Hawaiians 
will gain 

knowledge 
and excel in 
educational 

opportunities 
at all levels.
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Above, Clu Mālamalono Hokama-Paris, Grade 12 with Kula 
Kaiapuni ‘O Ānuenue, with his project “Ua ‘Āka Mea Kanu”. 
- Image: Kawena Carvalho-Mattos

Above, Kilinahe Naluai, Grade 7, of Pū‘ōhala Elementary-
School, with her project titled “Kahe ke Kokoleka”. - Image: 
Kawena Carvalho-Mattos

The students at the state 

science fair are “the best 

of the best” and come to 

celebrate their year-long 

exploration of Hawai‘i, 

not just scientifically 

but culturally as well.”
— Neal Atebara, past 

president of the Hawai‘i 
Academy of Science



She added: “While there is still 
much work to do to normalize the 
Hawaiian language in all aspects of 
our lives, this recent trend gives us 
a moment to pause, reflect on the 
Hawaiian immersion community’s 
accomplishments, and celebrate the 
fact that because our children speak 
Hawaiian, they can advance to the 
highest levels of achievement in all 
of their endeavors. The biggest vic-

tory of all, then, is the recognition 
that Hawaiian is not something that 
holds us back, but rather, it is the 
vehicle that enables every member 
of our community to bring their 
dreams to fruition.”

Kamana‘opono Crabbe, OHA 
CEO/Ka Pouhana, said that these 
haumäna (students) are showcasing 
the possibilities of ‘ölelo Hawai‘i 
in the 21st century. “The broader 
community is beginning to recog-
nize what Native Hawaiians have 
always known: that ‘ölelo Hawai‘i 
is viable in school, government and 
business, as well as everything else 
in between,” he said.

While once spoken throughout 
Hawai‘i by Native Hawaiians and 
foreigners alike, ‘ölelo Hawai‘i 
was considered to be nearly extinct 
by the 1980s, when fewer than 50 
fluent speakers under the age of 18 
were left. A major reason for the 
deterioration in the use of Hawai-
ian language was an 1896 law that 
required English instruction in 
Hawai‘i schools. In practice, this 
law functioned to ban students from 

speaking ‘ölelo Hawai‘i.
Efforts to preserve the language 

over the years have included ‘Aha 
Pünana Leo’s Hawaiian language 
immersion preschools, the Hawai-
ian language programs of the 
University of Hawai‘i system and 
the Department of Education’s 
Hawaiian Language Immersion 
Program (HLIP), also known as 
Ka Papahana Kaiapuni. HLIP was 

started in 1986 to revitalize the 
Hawaiian language by establish-
ing the next generation of native 
speakers through the public school 
system. Today, HLIP is offered 
at 23 schools and educates more 
than 2,000 students in kindergarten 
through the twelfth grade.

In April, OHA officials and Sen. 
J Kalani English presented cer-
tificates of recognition to the four 
student’s whose ‘ölelo Hawai‘i 
projects qualified for the state sci-
ence fair. OHA also presented the 
students each with a $100 award 
and a pöhaku ku‘i ‘ai (stone poi 
pounder).

Neal Atebara, past president of 
the Hawai‘i Academy of Science, 
said that the students at the state 
science fair are “the best of the 
best” and come to celebrate their 
year-long exploration of Hawai‘i, 
not just scientifically but culturally 
as well.

“That’s why for the third year 
we are pleased to have students 
giving their scientific presentations 
in ‘ölelo Hawai‘i. It’s wonderful 

because that is only something we 
can do in Hawai‘i,” Atebara said. 
“[These Hawaiian language stu-
dents] explore the natural world and 
have a full understanding of it along 
with the cultural implications. It’s 
a very deep understanding of the 
world around us - which is what 
science is.” 

Just a few days after the state sci-
ence fair, seven Hawaiian language 
projects from 12 students from Ka 
‘Umeke Kä‘eo Charter School 
competed in the Hawai‘i History 
Day State Competition.

Aiko Yamashiro, executive 
director of Hawai‘i Council for the 
Humanities, which hosts History 
Day, said that the students at Ka 
‘Umeke Kä‘eo entered a number 
of projects into their district fair 
on Hawai‘i Island, without English 
translations. 

As a result, the council devi-
ated from the National History 
Day guidelines and created a new 
category just for ‘ölelo Hawai‘i. 
OHA and Kamehameha Schools 
Publishing presented the winners 
with awards. 

“We congratulate Ka ‘Umeke 
Kä‘eo and their haumäna for lead-
ing us in this momentous change 
in our program,” Yamashiro said. 
“Hawai‘i is like nowhere else in 
the world, and we are honored and 
humbled by these students and 
all their supporters for helping us 
grow and asking us to rethink what 
it means to do history in Hawai‘i.

Dorian Langi, a retired Kahuku 
teacher who has helped with history 
day for 20 years, said hearing the 
students do their projects in Hawai-
ian brought tears to her eyes. Langi 
was hänai’d by her grandparents on 
Moloka‘i and said that her grand-
parents belonged to the generation 
that was discouraged from speaking 
Hawaiian. 

“[My grandparents] were both 
educators and would constantly 
remind us that we needed to speak 
English at home, so we could do 
well in college,” she said. “So 
when I heard those kids at History 
Day, it touched my soul. It felt like 
bringing in family. Bringing back 
the culture we had lost for so long. 
It brought History Day to a higher 
level in Hawai‘i.” 
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Ka‘awaloa Kauaula, Grade 12, of Kula Kaiapuni ‘O Ānuenue School with her project titled 
“Ka ‘Aila Pale Lā Naupaka. - Image: Kawena Carvalho-Mattos

The victorious historians - Photo: Ikaika Hussey

From top to bottom, OHA’s Community Outreach Manager, Davis Price, Senator Kalani 
English, Clu Mālamalono Hokama-Paris, Kilinahe Naluai, Kahikinaokalā Kūkea-Shultz and 
Ka‘awaloa Kauaula. - Photo: Kawena Carvalho-Mattos
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By Noelani Arista

“My own interest in the Hawaiian language newspapers 
began in the early 1970s. I was an undergraduate student at 
the University of Hawai‘i, Mänoa campus and I enrolled in 
a course on “reading Hawaiian” taught by Professor Rubel-
lite Kawena (Kinney) Johnson. She introduced us, a handful 
of the initial group of students interested in a new field of 
study of Hawaiian Stud-
ies. She had an incentive to 
motivate some of us through 
a grant she had gotten to 
publish and translate from 
the newspapers as part of 
the American bicentennial 
celebrations. I spent count-
less hours pouring over the 
microfilm in the chilly base-
ment of Hamilton Library’s 
microfilm room…I tried 
to look at every Hawai-
ian language newspaper 
in that collection and then 
also viewed others at the 
Hawaiian Historical Soci-
ety and the State Library in 
downtown Honolulu. Much 
of the articles I thought to 
be of interest ended up 
in the bi-centennial book 
Kukini Aha‘ilono. Some of 
the other students in the project would later produce their 
own books based upon materials they found in the Hawaiian 
language newspapers.”

I
n his introduction to his 2008 book of translations, Nä Mea 
Hunahuna o ka Nühou: Selected Articles from the Hawai-
ian Language Newspapers, Malcolm Chun described the 
beginning of academic research into Hawaiian language 
newspapers and textual archives that was avidly being 

pursued in the 1970s at the University of Hawai‘i at Mänoa. 
According to Malcolm’s account, Edith McKinzie and Esther 
Kiki Mookini both now acknowledged experts in the field of 
Hawaiian customary knowledge, along with John Kaipo Mahe-
lona, were all, like Malcolm, early students of Kawena Johnson. 

Näea who passed away in January of this year at the young 
age of 64, was a scholar who devoted much of his life to 
studying the intellectual life of the lähui, the genealogies and 
knowledge of kahuna particularly. His Hawaiian education 
began when as a toddler, he was hänai to his küpuna who 
opened “his eyes to wanting to learn, to see the world in a 
way different than other people.” As senior class president 
at ‘Iolani School, eighteen year old Näea invited prominent 
speakers to lunchtime talks to share their expertise on Hawai-
ian culture and history. As a student at UH Mänoa he worked 

with fellow students under Kawena Johnson, and in his curi-
osity to seek out knowledge he also worked hard to read, 
interpret and translate Hawaiian language texts. 

Näea was an extraordinary man who could see beyond 
the surface of things through various layers of substance. 
He came into my life at various points and different ways. 
I first glimpsed his photograph in the Star-Bulletin, dressed 
in period outfit, set beside a larger image of David Malo. 
In 1987, Chun was still serving his term as the first cultural 
officer of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs—and I wondered 
as I collected information on the life of David Malo for my 
MA thesis, who was this man who greeted visitors as David 
Malo who answered questions as if he were the great Hawai-
ian chiefly counselor and historian? Cosplaying the Hawaiian 
past before historical re-enactments became all the rage in the 
early twenty-first century. 

Malcolm became my distant role model, the first Hawaiian 
writer I met on the page who was not Mary Kawena Pukui, 
at a time when noteriety and authority and relationships were 
still secured through public appearances and print, and not 
through the ghostly movement of pixels reassembled on 
smart-phone screens. Perhaps I first saw Näea at a Hawaiian 
funeral where as a young woman I stared in wonder at all 
the proteges of kumu I hoped one day to learn from – Kalani 
Meineke, Kamuela Chun, Kalani Akana – then, they were 
the haumäna who attended to küpuna, nearly always at their 
sides. I watched in the hopes that I would serve in their place 
one day. 

I know now, after looking back through much of Malcolm’s 
writing that there were central questions that captivated his 
mind and ignited his passion: questions about how Hawai-
ian knowledge was structured and passed on. He exercised 
intuition like a detective, delving into questions and piecing 
together answers that took years to reach that feeling of cor-
rectness, and he presented his findings in reports, in person, 
preaching from a pulpit, in prayer, and through his numerous 
books. 

Malcolm’s books focused on Hawaiian scholars and 
kahuna, Hawaiian health and healing, and Hawaiian history. 
In addition to these works, Malcolm composed lesser known 
short historical novels, and special syntheses on Hawaiian 
spiritual practice. When I started to pore through hundreds of 
his mentions, writings and interviews in the Honolulu Star-
Bulletin and the Honolulu Advertiser, the work he produced as 
the first Cultural Officer employed by the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs, for the Queen Emma trust, as the first representa-
tive of Hawaiian Christian Churches, as the Reverend Canon 
Malcolm Näea Chun, I saw that he was often the “first” of 
his station. When I went on an expedition through overstuffed 
file cabinets for the scripts of his various plays and character 
sketches for the Hawaiian Mission Children’s Society, and as I 
listened to the eulogies and speeches given at the mass held in 
his honor at St. Andrew‘s Cathedral, I realized that Malcolm 
was quite prolific and his interests and relations with people 
in his various communities, vast. 

In an article published by the Honolulu Star-Bulletin, 
September 9, 1989, detailing Emmet Aluli and Palikapu 
Dedman‘s fight against geothermal development on religious 
and cultural grounds, readers learned that Pele Defense Fund 
leaders sought recognition from mainline religions and con-
gregations on the West Coast. Malcolm, then head of Native 
Hawaiian Ministry for the Episcopal Church in Hawai‘i was 
quoted extensively in the paper,

“Hawaiian Christians and activists or ‘traditional-
ists,’” his term, “need to have a ‘meeting of minds’ 
because both groups are affected by the same concern. 
The issue at hand is ‘us’ as a people – how do we con-
tinue being a people 100 years from now,”

“ ...Yet both Hawaiian Christians and activists need 
to infuse their cultural values into the larger world 
view,”

“…Native Hawaiians have to figure out how to 
“pierce the veil of insensitivity and ignorance" to 
convey values such as the sacredness of land and 
of burial places. This difference in cultural values 
explains why some Hawaiian Christians also revere 
Pele.” 

Malcolm could reconfigure relationships when efficacious, 
beyond the colonial binaries that presently shape our behav-
ior: Maoli vs. Haole, Christianity vs. tradition, science vs. 
custom. His words, spoken nearly thirty years ago continue 

The Reverend Canon Malcolm Nāea Chun:  
Hawaiian Historian, Anglican Minister, Healer
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 Malcolm Nāea Chun,1954-2019. - Photo: Courtesy Episcopal News Service



to be relevant and from this vantage 
point—prescient. Do we not as a 
community still grapple with the 
same issues regarding sacred land 
and burial places, issues that Näea 
and people of his generation sug-
gested solutions for, three decades 
ago? In his quest for remembering 
and healing Hawaiian people, I see a 
grain of irritation—the conundrum 
facing us presently as we remem-
ber and simultaneously forget the 
past as digital mediums supply us 
with a false sense of secure “know-
ing.” The paradox is challenging. 
How can we remember the past 
and make peace with it’s trauma? 
What was Malcolm challenging us 
to think when he asked us to con-
sider the knowledge and lineages of 
Kahuna?

Malcolm’s work in the Anglican 
church also furthered his interest in 
addressing the health of Hawaiian 
people. Malcolm was the chair-
man of the first modern effort 
to revitalize the Hawaiian Bible 
in response to the injunction of 
küpuna at Lunalilo home saying 
that a lack of Bibles hindered the 
ability of families to communicate 
using the Hawaiian language and 
to pass on traditions. Malcolm was 
also a fierce advocate for increas-
ing the number of ordained Native 
Hawaiian ministers, and he helped 
to fortify the global indigenous 
church from Indigenous Canada to 
Hawai‘i to Aotearoa.

A member of his church 
community, M‘Liss Moore, 
recalls that Malcolm’s 
“ordination was the most 
joyful I have ever been to, 
with Malcolm’s supporters 
coming from Native Ameri-
can tribes, Aotearoa, all over 
the Pacific.

The most moving 
thing was when the three 
Hawaiian kahu showed 
up—Reverend Merseberg, 
Reverend Ka‘upu, and 
Revered Kaina. Their col-
lective mana was so strong. 
I will never forget that day. 
But for Malcolm, it took 
years of butting heads and 
rallying the vocal support 
of küpuna of the Hawaiian 
service (like my mom) to 

become that pioneer.”

In addition to serving his church 
community, Malcolm gave guid-
ance to fellow writers. According 
to a fond rememberance penned 
by Makana Risser Chai, “As haole 
newcomer to Hawai‘i 20 years 
ago, I was profoundly grateful and 
humbled that he took me under 
his wing, mentored me, read my 
manuscripts, and gave me much 
advice and encouragement. He was 
particularly keen for me to publish 
my book on Huna is not Hawai-
ian. He had a wonderful sense of 
humor and was gentle in correcting 
my mistakes. He exemplified how 
Pukui described the people of old: 
the dart of criticism was wrapped in 
velvet, so you felt inspired to work 
harder and do better.”

Several people during the service 
and in their email correspondence 
to me noted Malcolm’s “wicked 
sense of humor.” He was not one 
to mince words, according to Chai, 
“Malcolm also did not go along 
with the politics of the crowd. He 
spoke up if he disagreed with others 
in leadership positions. He was dis-
paraged by many of them...I believe 
he was happiest when he was writ-
ing and researching.”

I realized while researching 
his life that any attempt to under-
stand Näea through his books—the 
avenue through which most people 
are familiar with his work, would 
supply only a partial understand-
ing of this man and his work, and 
the pressing subjects to which he 
devoted his time, his energy, and his 
spirit. Malcolm wanted the lähui to 
thrive in a particular kind of way, 
as känaka maoli people who live in 
relation to our past. He wanted our 
knowledge of spirituality, health 
and healing to be practiced out of 
custom and tradition and it seemed 
that he wished for us as a people to 
heal past our trauma, to grow away 
from our oppression, and our guilt 
about not knowing things, and to 
flourish. And although many people 
may have found his personal style 
of speaking to be brusque and at 
times overly critical, looking back 
on his work, I see now how large 
was his concern and his affection 
for the lähui. How strong his con-

fidence in our ability to become 
familiar with our ‘ike and grow 
secure in our own seeking, and I 
believe that his aloha for our future 
capacity was not misplaced.

Malcolm spoke about his life 
in the 2017 podcast, Leo Kupa. 
“In everything I did I worked for 
our people trying to do something 
good for them from the time of 
university to the time all the way 
till just passed when I was Canon 
Pastor at Saint Andrew’s Cathedral 
but somehow I got caught into an 
interest in Native Hawaiian Heal-
ing practices and medicine and 
lä‘au lapa‘au...and I was given the 
opportunities along the way to do 
translations of Hawaiian texts, man-
uscripts and published texts that no 
one had translated before and as the 
manuscripts accumulated, I began 
to realize that I was privileged to 
see before me a pretty good history 
of the development of lä‘au lapa‘au 
or more technically the, lä‘au hähä 
and how it developed all the way, 
well, almost until today in its prac-
tice and changes. And by those 

translations and publications, [I 
was] able to share with our people 
and the world that we have had a 
deep history documented, recorded 
for generations to come, about our 
practices and what we do. [And] it 
gives us a privilege that very few 
indigenous people have about our 
culture, but more specifically about 
our healing practices.” 

Writing the life of an esteemed 
person like Mr. Chun is nearly 
impossible for I could not easily 
fit his life into the frame of “great 
man” history. This is not possible 
because he was not just a “great 
man,” but because when I looked 
through many of the words he left 
us in print, his own writings and 
interviews, and how he oriented 
himself in relation to others, it 
became nearly impossible to dis-
entangle him from the ties that 
bound him to the lähui and the 
role he marked out for himself as 
an advisor—one who sought to 
understand and interpret Hawaiian 
cultural knowledge for a broader, 
intergenerational Hawaiian com-

munity including those that came 
before, those now living and those 
yet to be born. 

“My küpuna instilled in me at 
least an appreciation for plants, 
for the world around you, how you 
grow things, how you take care 
of them, and how you look at the 
world very differently from other 
people…and I think that that was 
really was a great gift, one that per-
haps with smart phones and with 
technology we forget the power of 
observation, the power of listening, 
the power of being able to be still 
– those things were really skills, 
and they are skills that through the 
translations and becoming ma‘a 
mau – you know, accustomed – 
to the jargon, the language, the 
practice of healing, they are very 
important skills, and they are things 
that need to be retaught to our own 
people.” 
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OHA Board Actions

The following actions were taken by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees, and are sum-
marized here. For more information on board actions, please see the complete meeting minutes posted 
online at http://www.oha.org/BOT.

March 21, 2019 Motion

Motion to approve Administration’s recommendations on NEW BILLS (Items 1-11 and 13-20, excluding Item 12, SCR46) and 
BILL POSITIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION
(Items 21 - 23);
ADD:
• HB272; and
• SB991, both as MONITOR; and
CHANGE:
• Item 32, HB295 from Support to MONITOR on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix dated March 13, 2019, as amended.

Motion passes with seven 
AYES, and two EXCUSED.

Motion to approve Administration’s recommendations on NEW BILLS: Item 12, SCR46 as COMMENT on the OHA Legislative 
Positioning Matrix dated March 13, 2019, as amended.

Motion passes with seven 
AYES, and two EXCUSED.

Motion to approve Administration’s recommendations on NEW BILLS (Items 1 - 40) and BILL POSITIONS FOR RECONSIDERA-
TION (Items 41 - 43) on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix dated March 20, 2019, as amended.

Motion passes with seven 
AYES, and two EXCUSED.

Motion to approve the ‘Ōlelo Hawai‘i version of the OHA vision and mission statements as well as replacing the term “nation” 
to “lāhui” in the English version of the OHA mission and vision statements.

Motion passes with seven 
AYES, and two EXCUSED.

Motion to approve the strategic foundation and directions for the next OHA Strategic Plan 2020+ (SP2020+).
Motion passes with seven 
AYES, and two EXCUSED.

March 28, 2019 

Motion 1:  
To approve Administration’s recommendations on NEW BILLS (Items 1 - 60) and BILL POSITIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
(Items 61, 63 - 65, excluding Item 62, HB419); as well as
ADD:
• HR17 as MONITOR; and
CHANGE:
• Item 21, HCR155;
• Item 36, SCR204;
• Item 50, HR142;
• Item 59, SR164, all from Monitor to COMMENT;
on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix dated March 27, 2019, as amended

Motion passes with nine AYES.

Motion to review and approve Action Item BAE/RM #19-02 authorizing disbursement of $374,000 from Fiscal Year 2018 
Core Operating Budget (Object Code 56530) to fund eight (8) Fiscal Year 2018 Kūlia Grant recommendations listed on 
Attachment – OHA FY 2018 – Kūlia Grant Recommendations Matrix except for Five Mountains Hawaii DBA Kı̄puka O Ke Ola 
at $51,000 and Mālama Loko Ea at $75,000.

Motion passes with eight AYES, 
and one ABSTENTION.

To approve Administration’s recommendation on BILL POSITIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION: Item 62, HB419 from Monitor 
to SUPPORT on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix dated March 27, 2019, as amended

Motion passes with eight AYES, 
and one ABSTENTION.

To review and approve Action Item BAE/RM #19-02 authorizing disbursement of $51,000 from Fiscal year 2018 Core Operat-
ing Budget (Object Code 56530) to fund one (1) Fiscal Year 2018 Kūlia Grant recommendation listed on Attachment – OHA 
FY 2018 – Kūlia Grant Recommendations Matrix for Five Mountains Hawaii DBA Kı̄puka O Ke Ola at $51,000.

Motion passes with seven AYES, 
and two ABSTENTIONS.

To review and approve Action Item BAE/RM #19-02 authorizing disbursement of $75,000 from Fiscal year 2018 Core Operat-
ing Budget (Object Code 56530) to fund one (1) Fiscal Year 2018 Kūlia Grant recommendation listed on Attachment – OHA 
FY 2018 – Kūlia Grant Recommendations Matrix for Mālama Loko Ea at $75,000.

Motion passes with eight AYES, 
and one ABSTENTION.

April 4, 2019 

To approve Administration’s recommendations on NEW BILLS (Items 1 - 43) and BILL POSITIONS FOR RECONSIDERATION 
(Item 44); as well as
ADD:
• SB78 as SUPPORT on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix dated April 3, 2019, as amended. 
ADD the proposed SD1 HB1326 that Extends the authorization for BLNR to issue holdover permits except for holdover 
permits that have been invalidated by a court of law,
Forces BLNR to explicitly consider and minimize impacts before issuing holdovers involving 2 MGD
Forces BLNR to make meaningful and timely progress on issuance of water leases

Motion passes with seven 
AYES, and two EXCUSED.

To approve the five elements of OHA’s Board Governance Framework:
1)  Identity; 2) Values and Mana; 3) Statutory Basis; 4) Policies; and 5) Supporting Documents and Practices (Operations).

Motion passes with seven 
AYES, and two EXCUSED.

Board of Trustees
 ‘Ae (Yes)
 ‘A‘ole (No)
 Kānalua (Abstain)
 Excused
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(continued) April 4, 2019 

Approve the formation of a Permitted Interaction Group to investigate the development of L-Lahui policies for
OHA’s Board Governance Framework.

Permitted Interaction Group - Purview. The purview of the PIG is for the Board of Trustees (BOT), BOT staff and OHA 
Administration staff to work together to: (1) Investigate the development of L-Lahui policies for OHA’s Board Governance 
Framework, which would articulate the Hawaiian cultural foundation of the organization as a basis for the kaumaha (heavy 
weight, sadness) or significant kuleana (responsibility) to normalize Hawaiian language, protect and exercise native rights 
regarding ‘āina, water, wahi pana and iwi kupuna, strengthen ‘ohana and kai‘ulu, perpetuate Hawaiian culture, knowledge 
and practices and engage in global, international indigenous contexts; (2) Establish consistent policy formulation, format, 
review and update parameters, mechanisms and processes; and (3) Integrate the developed policies into the Board 
Governance Framework.
Permitted Interaction Group – Members. The membership of the Permitted Interaction Group is as follows:

1. Trustee Colette Machado, BOT Chairperson
2. Trustee Brendon Kalei‘āina Lee, BOT Vice Chairperson
3. Trustee Robert Lindsey, RM Vice Chairperson
4. Trustee Carmen Hulu Lindsey
5. Kamana‘opono Crabbe, Ka Pouhana
6. Sylvia Hussey, Ka Pou Nui

Trustee Lee will serve as the Chair of the Permitted Interaction Group. Trustee Machado will serve as its Vice Chair.
Permitted Interaction Group - Term/Duration. The term of the Permitted Interaction Group expires at the completion of 
the assigned task or May 31, 2019, or at the discretion of the Chair of the Board of Trustees, subject to later adjustment.

Motion passes with seven 
AYES, and two EXCUSED.

OHA Board Actions

The following actions were taken by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees, and are sum-
marized here. For more information on board actions, please see the complete meeting minutes posted 
online at http://www.oha.org/BOT.
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For the live stream, and for a schedule of meetings visit:

www.OHA.org/about/board-trustees

To watch from your mobile/tablet devices, 
download the Ustream app from GooglePlayTM 
or App StoreSM.

Watch Live!
Live streams are 

available for meetings 
of all standing 

committees of the 
Offi ce of Hawaiian 

Affairs Board of 
Trustees.

Live streaming will continue to be available 
for O‘ahu meetings of the Board of Trustees.
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By Pua Ishibashi

P
rince Kühiö Day is an offi-
cial holiday in the state of 
Hawai‘i. It is celebrated 
annually on March 26, to 
mark the birth of Prince 

Jonah Kühiö Kalaniana‘ole, heir 
to the throne of the Kingdom of 
Hawai‘i, and recognize the 
many wonderful things 
he did for the people of 
Hawai‘i. Among his many 
accomplishments include: 
peorganization of the 
Royal Order of 
Kamehameha I in 
1902, creating the 
Hawaiian Civic 
Clubs in 1918, and 
establishing the 

Hawaiian Homes Commission 
Act of 1921. He also formed and 
named the second chapter of the 
Royal Order of Kamehameha I on 
Moku O Keawe (Hilo) in 1907. The 
name, Mämalahoa, means “striking 
war club,” and honors Kamehame-
ha’s personal bodyguard unit of the 
same name. Prince Kühiö was com-
monly referred to as “The People’s 
Prince” because he was a true war-
rior for his People. Prince Kühiö 
was also a boxer and is believed 
to have known lua (the ancient 
Hawaiian martial art), and is known 
to have put down more than a few 
deserving men who were racist 

and disrespectful towards the 
Prince.

Accordingly, it was very 
appropriate for the 

organization that he 
reorganized in 1907 
and the subsequent 
chapter that he 
established and 
named in 1902, 
to honor him with 
the presentation 
of the Ha‘akoa 
(Dance of the War-

rior) Conference. The Conference 
took place on Prince Kühiö Day, 
March 26, 2019 at Kamehameha 
School’s beautiful Ke‘eau campus 
on Moku o Keawe. Ha‘akoa are 
important cultural protocols that 
celebrate Hawai‘i’s proud warrior 
heritage and the virtues of strength 
and honor. Protocols that can be 
used to unify and empower the 
Lähui in many different ways and 
at many different levels, physically, 
mentally, and spiritually. Although 
uniquely Hawaiian in word, look, 

and feel, Ha‘akoa are often com-
pared to the Maori Haka (Warrior 
Dance) of Aotearoa (New Zealand).

The Conference featured presen-
tations from a number of speakers 
expert in various areas related to 
the Ha‘akoa. The Conference also 
featured a panel discussion with 
presenters fielding questions from 
the audience as well as a hands on 
display of mea kaua (traditional 
warrior weapons). Towards the 
end of the Conference, Kaumu 
Ha‘akoa, Sky Ishibashi, conducted 

a workshop teaching participants a 
ha‘akoa named Eia Hawai‘i. It was 
a wonderful day of sharing, learn-
ing, being inspired and feeling 
empowered. However, according to 
a number of participants, the best 
part of the day was learning Eia 
Hawai‘i and reconnecting to the 
warrior spirit of our ancient war-
rior küpuna.

Presented by the Royal Order of 
Kamehameha, Mämalahoa, orga-
nizers would like to mahalo the 
many organizations and people who 
helped to make the Ha‘akoa Con-
ference a tremendous success. OHA 
funding through an ‘Ahahui Grant, 
Kamehameha Schools for facilities, 
Hale Mua Cultural Group for Fiscal 
Sponsorship, and Kukulu Cultural 
Resources for Organizations for 
website development and project 
management. For more informa-
tion on Ha‘akoa and Conference 
photos, please visit haakoa.com. 

Pua is a ha‘akoa practitioner and 
co-founder of ‘Ahahui Ha‘akoa. He 
is a member of the Royal Order of 
Kamehameha I, and event coordinator 
of the 2019 Ha‘akoa Conference.
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HAWAIIAN
ENGLISH

MO‘OLELO
HISTORY

By Claire Ku‘uleilani Hughes, 
Dr. PH., R.D.

I
n Hawai‘i, many towns, districts 
and streets, are named for a nat-
ural geographical characteristic, 
historical event, mythical spirit, 
or famous inhabitant. Learning 

the story about these names can 
open new doors of wonder. An 
example is the southeasternmost 
district on O‘ahu, Maunalua (two 
mountains). Maunalua, was named 
for its two, volcanic tuff cones 
(mountains), Koko Head and Koko 

Crater. Kawena Pukui and Mr. The-
odore Kelsey agree the koko part 
of the name, probably originated 
from the red soil at Koko landing; a 
small canoe landing on the Wai‘alae 
(mudhen water) side of Koko Head. 
Or, perhaps, it was from the blood 
(koko) of a man bitten by a shark 
at that location. Historically, Mau-
nalua was an ‘ili (land section) of 
Waimänalo (potable water) in the 
Ko‘olaupoko (short windward) 
district. Later in Hawai‘i’s history, 
Maunalua became a part of the 
O‘ahu’s Kona (southern) district. 

Maunalua was home to a very 
large, ancient, fishpond named, 
Keahupua o Maunalua (The shrine 
of the baby mullet of Maunalua). 
This large fishpond was called, 
Kuapä (fishpond wall). It was built 
by menehune for Chiefess Mahoe. 

Kuapä was 523 acres in size. Its 
walls began immediately beyond 
the district of Kuli‘ou‘ou (sound-
ing knee - knee drum). Henry J. 
Kaiser’s development company 
partially-filled Kuapä, creating 
a marina and new land for his 
Hawai‘i-Kai community. In ancient 
Hawai‘i, Maunalua was known as 
a sweet potato growing area, for 
several notable heiau and for beau-
tiful Maunalua Bay. There are many 
“storied places and objects” along 
its eastern coast and within the 
district. Today, Maunalua district 
has several popular tourist sights, 
namely, the Makapu‘u lighthouse, 
Blow Hole or Hälona (peering 
place), Sandy Beach, Hanauma 
Bay at Koko Crater, Koko Head 
Botanical Gardens and the Koko 
Head stairs. These “stairs” were 

built by the U.S. Military during 
World War II. The steps supported 
rails of a tram for hauling heavy 
military gear and ammunition up 
and to the defense emplacement 
built atop Koko Head. 

Annually, thousands of tourists 
and residents stop at the Hälona 
Blow Hole, for a panoramic view 
of the coastline, ocean and, if lucky, 
a view of the islands of Maui and 
Moloka‘i in the distance. Neigh-
boring Sandy Beach (wäwämalu or 
‘öku‘u) is a beach for experienced 
swimmers or surfers and, a tanning 
spot for others. In ancient Hawai‘i, 
when Paki was konohiki (headman, 
for ahupua‘a), Hanuama was the 
realm of Chiefesses ‘Ihi‘ihilauäkea 
and Kauanonoula. Hanauma was a 
favorite fishing and recreation area 
for ali‘i (chiefs). The ali‘i amused 
themselves with fishing, hula and 
games of uma (arm wrestling). 
The bay derives its name from that 
pastime, uma or arm wrestling. 

Every year, about 3000 thousand 
tourists visit Hanauma, in addi-
tion to residents and visitors who 
just drive-through the parking area 
at Hanauma (curved bay or hand 
wrestling bay; pronounced, ha-
nau-ma). Hanauma boasts a bay, 
beach park, underwater park, and 
marine life conservation district. 

Koko Head became the new loca-
tion of Lunalilo Home in 1969, 
located on the slopes of Koko Head. 
King Charles David Lunalilo was 
the 6th ruler of the Hawaiian King-
dom in 1857 and, upon his death 
in 1874, his will provided a home 
for elderly Hawaiians. In 1883, 
the first Lunalilo Home was built 
on property owned by the King in 
Makiki, just makai of Roosevelt 
High School. After 45 years, the 
home needed repair, and the deci-
sion was to move to a new location, 
so Lunalilo Home now sits on the 
slopes of Koko Head. 

Ola ka inoa (The name lives)

Honoring Prince Kūhiō at the Ha‘akoa Conference

Practitioners learn a new ha‘akoa.  - Photo: Courtesy: ‘Ahahui Ha‘akoa

Prince Jonah Kūhiō 
Kalaniana‘ole. - Photo: 
Hawai‘i State Archives



M
ana, being 
a spiritual 
force, is 
intrinsically 
tied to pono, 

and also to ea, that spiritual 
life force of sovereignty that 
is internal to each Kanaka. 
In that respect, true mana is 
different from other types of 
power – such as the power 
that is wielded by govern-
ment, which may or may 
not contain mana, because 
it may or may not contain 
pono, and ea, that life force 
of sovereignty.

This is easily confused 
in the world that we live in 
right now in which powers, 
such as money, violent 
force and administrative 
maneuverings can appear to 
have mana, but they don't. 
Mana comes from a source 
within the people.

And that source must be 
tied to pono, and it 
must be tied to ea. 

This is why 
ou r  queen , 
Lili‘uokalani can 
be said to have 
had great mana, 
because it came 
directly from the 
people. Not from 
force that she 
wielded upon the 
people, but from 
the people them-
selves and their collective sovereign 
will.

Mana can be used in healing. It 
is crucial to the sustainability of our 
life systems – our food, our water; 

our well-being as a people; and to 
our culture.

This real mana allows us to con-
nect in a pono way to all things: to 
our place in the ‘äina; our place in 
the world community; our place as 

a neutral country under an 
illegal occupation.

And this mana is a power 
that is tied to Aloha, which 
kupuna Pilahi Paki said will 
help to heal the world.

Therefore our biggest 
challenge is to find mana 
within ourselves individu-
ally, and as a lähui, and 
assert it towards this great 
healing; and towards our 
independence, both politi-
cally and in our ability to 
be able to care for ourselves 
and share with others, 
throughout this beautiful 
honua. 

Laulani Teale is the 
Coordinator of Ho‘opae 
Peace Project. She is an 
indigenous peacemaker, 
activist, musician, teacher, 
artist and writer culturally 
trained in lä‘au lapa‘au and 
ho‘oponopono, who spe-

cializes in health 
issues related to 
activism and col-
on i za t ion .  She 
studied Hawaiian 
medicine under 
Papa Auwae, and 
holds a Masters 
in Public Health 
from the Univer-
sity of Hawai‘i at 
Mänoa. She has 
served in numerous 
community boards 

and organizations, including the 
Kahana Planning Council, the Aha 
o ‘Iolani Advisory Committee, the 
HLID Cultural Working Group, and 
Kähuli.

MANA 
MOMENT

In November 2017, the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs published Mana Lāhui Kānaka, a 

multidimensional study of mana: what it is, 
how to articulate it, and how to access and 

cultivate it in order to uplift our lāhui. The 
book  and this column share mana‘o from 
community contributors on using culture 

and traditional knowledge as a foundation 
for how we advance in the world today.

www.oha.org/mana

Mana Moment: Laulani Teale
Informational sessions will be held to provide individuals  

and organizations with further information on the RFP  
application and award process for each program:

HawaI‘I
Monday, May 13 / 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Grand Naniloa Hotel, Private Dining Room

93 Banyan Dr, Hilo, HI 96720

Tuesday, May 14 / 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Hilton Waikoloa Village, Kings 2

69-425 Waikoloa Beach Drive, Waikoloa, HI, 96738

O‘aHu
Thursday, May 16/ 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m  

Hawai‘i Convention Center ‘Emalani Theatre 320  
1801 Kaläkaua Ave, Room #320, Honolulu, HI 96815

Kaua‘I
Friday, May 17 / 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.
Sheraton Kaua‘i Resort, Po‘ipü Ballroom
2440 Ho‘onani Road, Köloa, HI 96756

MOlOKa‘I
Tuesday, May 21 / 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Külana ‘Öiwi, DHHL/OHA Conference Room
600 Maunaloa Highway, Kaunakakai, HI 96748

läna‘I
wednesday, May 22 / 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Läna‘i Heritage Center
730 Läna‘i Ave # 126, Läna‘i City, HI 96763

MauI
Thursday, May 23 / 9:30 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

Maui Arts and Culture Center, Morgado Hall
One Cameron Way, Kahului, HI 96732

Community Enrichment Program,  
Kükulu Ola Program & aloha ‘äina Program

Request for Proposals:  
Opens on May 2, 2019

The Hawai‘i Tourism Authority (HTA), is soliciting  
proposals for the following programs:

Community Enrichment Program (CEP)
Kūkulu Ola Program (Hawaiian Culture)

Aloha ‘Āina Program (Natural Resources)
These programs support community-based projects that enhance resident and  
visitor experiences, as well as create opportunities for economic development,  

natural resource preservation and perpetuation of the Hawaiian culture.

Inquiries:
Ronald D. Rodriguez, Procurement Officer/ 

Contract Specialist, at contracting@gohta.net

Deadlines to Submit Proposals:
Friday, July 5, 2019 @ 4:30 P.M. HST

Please visit HTA’s website for update and more information:  
www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/about-hta/rfps.

Teale is a prolific performing musician. - Photo: Courtesy

Mana can be used in healing. It 
is crucial to the sustainability 
of our life systems – our food, 
our water; our well-being as a 

people; and to our culture.”
— Laulani Teale

 mei2019  11

https://www.hawaiitourismauthority.org/rfps


Ten organizations to receive 
funding for programs that 
benefit the Native Hawaiian 
community

By Ka Wai Ola Staff

L
aunching this Spring, OHA 
is awarding $500,000 to 
10 non-profit organizations 
under its Külia Grants Pro-
gram. Through this pilot 

program, OHA is providing smaller, 
one-year grant awards for projects 
that benefit the Native Hawaiian 
community and align with the 
agency’s broad strategic priorities of 

health, education, income and housing, land 
and water, and culture. 

“After thorough review of all grant applica-
tions, we are very pleased to announce that 
we will be providing funding to 10 non-profit 

organizations in support of programs that will 
directly impact the lives of Native Hawai-
ians.” said OHA Chair Colette Y. Machado.

“The services provided by these organiza-
tions range from culture and education, to 

healthcare and housing and will help 
Native Hawaiians across the state 
and in the communities in which 
they live. It is important to OHA 
that we support projects that kökua 
where they are most needed,” said 
Kamana‘opono Crabbe, OHA Chief 
Executive Officer/Ka Pouhana. 

Unlike OHA’s Community Grants 
Program that typically provides 
larger, multi-year grant awards that 
require a minimum of 20 percent 
matching funds, Külia Grant Pro-
gram awards are smaller, ranging 
between $25,000 and $100,000; 
carry one-year terms; and require 
just a 10-percent funding match. The 

Külia Grants may also be used for capacity 
building and capital improvement projects, 
which are prohibited under the Community 
Grants Program. 
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OHA Board of Trustees announces approval 
of Kūlia Grants program awards

NŪHOU
NEWS

CULTURE

>  Hawaiian Kamali‘i, 
Inc. (Maui)

Project: Hawaiian Kamali‘i 
Summer Program

The program provides a seven 
week cultural education explora-
tion program centered on huaka‘i 
(field trips), including a voyage to 
Kaho‘olawe. Goal is for 60 Native 
Hawaiian children to develop a 
strong identity through Hawaiian 
culture. ($25,110)

>  Pa‘a Pono Miloli‘i (Hawai‘i)

Project: Certified Kitchen 
for the Miloli‘i Community 
Enrichment and Historical 
Center (Community Center)

The project will provide a DHS-
certified kitchen at the Miloli‘i 
Community Center so that Miloli‘i 
can have its own charter school and 
to allow the community to prepare 
food for the communityand to cater 
food. ($74,000)

 

EDUCATION

>  Partners in Development 
Foundation (Hawai‘i)

Project: Ka Pa‘alana Family Edu-
cation and Homeless Outreach

The program will provide family 
education programming and out-
reach to homeless and at-risk Native 
Hawaiian families with young chil-
dren (age 0-5) to improve health 
and school readiness. The program 
will also equip caregivers to be 
their child's first and most impor-
tant teacher, empower adults toward 
better health and self-sufficiency. 
($100,000)

 
>  Hāna Arts (Maui)

Project: Inspiring East Maui Youth 
through Arts & Culture Education

The project seeks to inspire 
youth of East Maui through arts 
and culture by hosting classroom 
teachings, workshops & events that 
stimulate and broaden each youth’s 
potential. ($25,000) 

 

HEALTH

>  Moloka‘i General 
Hospital (Moloka‘i)

Project: Expansion of services  
at Moloka‘i General Hospital’s  
Wound Care Clinic

The project will support the 
expansion and improvement of ser-
vices that are offered at Moloka‘i 
General Hospital's Wound Care 
Clinic by providing non-invasive 
upper and lower extremity vascular 
assessments. This will allow people 
on island to receive a service that is 
currently not available and impor-
tant in assessing and determining 
the best treatment plan for a wound. 
($41,150)

 
>  Project Vision Hawai‘i 

(Hawai‘i, Moloka‘i, O‘ahu)

Project: Better Vision for Keiki 
– Vision Care for Children in 
Native Hawaiian Charter Schools

The project will provide vision 
screenings, exams, and glasses to 
Native Hawaiian children through-
out the state and will provide 

school-wide vision care services to 
children in Native Hawaiian charter 
schools. ($26,515) 

 
>  Five Mountains Hawai‘i,  

DBA Kı̄puka o ke Ola  
(Hawai‘i)

Project: Ho‘ulu ke Ola

The project will enhance Kïpuka 
o ke Ola’s ability to serve the lähui 
of North Hawai‘i by helping sus-
tain clinical facility, add essential 
clinical staff and increase Native 
Hawaiians on the patient panel. 
It will also provide substantially 
more high-quality primary care 
and behavioral health services to 
the lähui. ($51,000)

HOUSING

>  Honolulu Habitat for 
Humanity (O‘ahu)

Project: Home Ownership 
Outreach to Native Hawaiians

The project will provide edu-
cation on home ownership and 
home restoration programs to low-
income Native Hawaiian families 
to improve housing stability and 

conditions, and increase home 
ownership among this population. 
($40,717)

INCOME

>  Marimed Foundation  
(O‘ahu)

Project: Maritime Careers Explo-
ration and Placement Program

The project will provide mari-
time training, education and job 
placement services for unemployed 
and underemployed Native Hawai-
ian men and women. ($41,508)

LAND/WATER 

>  Mālama Loko Ea 
Foundation (O‘ahu)

Project: ‘Amapō Ea

The project will return the Loko 
ea to original intention as a sustain-
able food source for the Waialua 
Moku. ($75,000)

OHA received a total of 81 applications with 51 eligible for review. The applications were reviewed by a team of external Native Hawaiian grant 
reviewers and scored on organizational capacity, scope of services, experience, project plan, service delivery and budget. The OHA Board 

of Trustees approved the following 10 non-profit organizations for funding through the Kūlia Grants Program for Fiscal Year 2018: 

Project Vision Hawai‘i provided comprehensive eye screening and 
prescription glasses to these students from Waimānalo Elementary. 
- Photo: Courtesy

Hāna Arts 4th grade students wearing ti leaf lei they crafted in class. 
- Photo: Courtesy



By Kekuni Blaisdell, M.D.

Ninau: E ke Kauka, since pure 
Hawaiians have more sickness 
than us part Hawaiians, doesn't 
that mean that Hawaiians have bad 
genes and it is better for us to marry 
non-Hawaiians? 

Pane Mokuna (Part) II: In the 
previous column, kela mahina aku 
nei Mokuna I, we observed that 
prior to the fatal foreign impact of 
1778, ka po‘e Hawai‘i, who were of 
course Hawai‘i piha (pure Hawai-
ian), were generally healthier than 
their haole counterparts. So, in that 
sense, our kupuna kahiko had gene 
strength, not weakness. I keia wa 
(today), some 200-plus years later, 
ka po‘e piha Hawai‘i have declined 
to a mere 8,000, are older and have 
the worst health profile in Hawai‘i 
nei. This plight appears to be 
mainly due to lifestyle and environ-
mental factors, although hereditary 
or gener influences have yet to be 
systematically investigated. (New 
genetic research methods that 
might be applied will be considered 
in a future column.) 

Eia no na‘e (nevertheless), we ka 
po‘e Hawai‘i behave as if Hawai-
ian genes are “bad,” for we tend to 
marry non·Hawaiians. Further, the 
steady rise in ka po‘e hapa Hawai‘i 
(part Hawaiian) population since 
1920 to about 200,000 currently, 
with a health profile intermediate 
between ka·po‘e piha Hawai‘i and 
non-Hawaiians, tends to confirm, 
to some persons, the inference of 
Hawaiian gene inferiority, as if it 
were true. 

Many, if not most, of us ka po‘e 
Hawai‘i, in the course of Western-
ization and deHawaiianization, 
have also adopted modern Western 

“liberal” attitudes toward marriage, 
mating, and kamali‘i (children). 
Some of us have even shared the 
notion of a new island “Golden 
People.” This glamorous term, 
coined by novelist James Michener, 
suggests a “superior” Cosmopolitan 

race, with the “best” traits result-
ing from a mixing of the races of 
the Occident, the Orient and the 
Pacific. Gavan Daws, author of 
Shoal of Time, considered a some-
what similar mindset, but with a 
bias toward white supremacy, when 

he concluded his book with a chap-
ter titled “Now we are all haoles.” 
We hope that our new governor, 
John Waihe‘e, does not subscribe 
to this concept when he refers to 
Hawai‘i as “one state, one people,” 
and when he defines Ho‘olako as 
celebrating “the Hawaiian in all of 
us.” 

Although it is unpopular these 
days to express publicly dissent-
ing views on this issue because of 
the fear of being labeled “racist,” 
all native Hawaiians will recognize 
some degree of reality to the accom-
panying outline (Table 1) of three 
main distinctions in a spectrum of 
opinions on a desired status of ka 
po‘e Hawai‘i, and related cultural, 
political, economic, land, mating, 
population and health implications. 

It is offered here as a starting 
point for much-needed open ‘ölelo 
kuka (discussion) if we are to cor-
rect our ill health in our homeland 
and survive as a people. E na mea 
heluhelu (you readers) are invited 
to loiloi (examine) this scheme. 
Please observe in the right lower 
corner of this table, that if we pro-
ceed in the path of assimilation, our 
health status will continue to dete-
riorate and we will become extinct 
as a people. If there is some basic 
truth in this outline of attitudes, and 
we also desire ho‘onui (increase) in 
our members with greater “blood 
quanta” (biological Hawaiianess) 
and improved health, we should 
also consider the associated means 
to attain such pahuhopu (goals). 

Such were the pahuhopu of 
Ho‘oulu a Ho‘ola Lähui, founded 
in 1886 by King Kalakaua and 
his Queen Kapi‘olimi, to save the 
Hawaiian race.

Are they our goals today? Aia no 
ia kakou. Ke kali nei au i ka ‘oukou 
mau pane. 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

HE MAU NINAU OLA

Some health questions 
[From the March 1987 edition of Ka Wai Ola]

Aspect Ka Lāhui Hawai‘i Pluralism Assimilation

Synonyms Hawaiian people 
Hawaiian race  
Hawaiian nation 

Ethnic diversity 
Partners in equal 
opportunity 

Melting pot
Now we are all haoles  
One state, one people 

Dominant  
culture and  
language

Modern Hawaiian American continental 
with local multi- ethnic 
flavor

American continental

Political 
system

Ka po‘e Hawai'i  
self-determination

American continental 
with local multi- ethnic 
flavor

American continental

Economic 
system

Ka po‘e Hawai'i  
self-sufficiency

Multi-national  
corporations with 
some local multi- 
ethnic flavor

Multi-national  
corporations’ control

Land Ka po‘e Hawai'i  
control of Hawaiian 
lands

Multi-national corpora-
tions’ control

Multi-national  
corporations’ control

Mating Hawaiian x Hawaiian Hawaiian x Hawaiian 
Hawaiian x non-Hawn 
Non-Hawn x non-Hawn

Hawn x non-Hawn non-Hawn x 
non-Hawn

Population Ho‘onui i ka po‘e 
Hawai‘i and “blood 
quanta”

‘Emi (decrease) of 
“blood quanta”

‘Emi (decrease) and Ka 
ho‘opio ‘ana (extinction)

Health Ho‘oka‘oi (improve) ‘Oia mau (continuing  
ill health)

‘Oi aku ka ‘ino (worse)
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A
long the Maui coast-
line on the east slopes 
of Haleakalä near Häna 
School, 15-year-old Huaka 
Park is learning how to restore 

land once used to grow taro, as a participant in 
Häna Ola, a project supported by a Office of Hawai-
ian Affairs grant. Conducted as a partnership between 
the Häna-based group Ma Ka Häna Ka ‘Ike and Queen’s 
Medical Center, the goal of the grant is to reduce obesity and 
other cardiovascular diseases among Native Hawaiians. 

“There is something transformational happening 
here. It’s very foundational. It’s generational,” Huaka’s 
mother Lehua Park told me. Lehua is a teacher in the 
school, and her keiki are among her students. 

“They have done amazing things. My children have 
learned in a way that makes sense to them,” she said. 

The project increases this rural community’s capac-
ity to revitalize its health, nutrition and wellbeing by 
creating education, physical activity and culturally 
relevant, community-based programs. Community 
members are invited to engage in a range of ‘äina-centric 
activities -- lo‘i restoration; organic agriculture; kupuna 

assisted living; ku‘i (the traditional method of pounding kalo 
into pa‘i‘ai and poi); and hula to build strength and endurance.

“It provides an opportunity not only for educating the children, 
but also my household,” Park said. 

At the start of the Häna School day with students ranging in 
age from kindergarten to high school, some children exchange 
greetings with their teachers or kumu in Hawaiian, asking for 
permission to enter the classroom. The greetings create a moment 
of calm to allow the students to collect themselves and focus on 
the coming day. Teachers note that the students are sharing their 

“There’s a sense of balance, 
unity and harmony. We’re 
talking about eating well and 
working a lot. It’s very good for 
the body, mind and spirit.”

MO‘OLELO NUI
COVER FEATURE

Taking health into our handsTaking health into our handsBy Gary Kubota

Positive Outcomes
• A program 

participant who started 
at a weight of over 300 
pounds was able to 
lose 35 pounds. After 
losing more than 10% 
of his body weight, he 
is projected to have 
extended his life span by 
6 to 7 more years.

• The Häna community 
is changing the conversa-
tion from disease and 
deficit to health and 
well-being.

• 385 participants 
enrolled in the program. 

• Of the 320 Native 
Hawaiians enrolled, 
100% have improved eat-
ing habits and increased 
physical activity. 

Happy faces and healthy keiki.  - Photos: Courtesy Ma Ka Hāna Ka ‘Ike
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knowledge with 
their parents, enabling 
their households to adopt the 
same practices. 

“I’ve heard about this happening 
before in households from my great-
grandparents but it was never available for 
me while growing up,” Park said. 

The Häna Ola Project is based on evidence 
that community engagement in culturally 
grounded activities that incorporate tra-
ditional values and social connectedness 
positively impact health and well-being. 

Here in Häna, more than 40 percent of the 
1,200 residents are Native Hawaiian. Many 
families who live and work here commute 
once a week to shop in Kahului to buy gro-
ceries, including rice and canned goods. It’s a 
costly drive of more than 50 miles on narrow, 
winding roads and bridges. A change in food 
choices can have a profound effect, both in 
terms of physical health but also in allowing 
for more circulation of goods, services and 
traditional knowledge within Häna. Educa-
tors and health professionals are looking for 
ways to increase the local economy, where 
fresh produce grown in Häna is increasingly 
consumed in Häna. 

“Our collaboration with Ma Ka Häna Ka 
‘Ike, a trusted and successful non-profit in 
Häna, helps us work more effectively on our 
shared goal of building community resilience 
and improving the health of Native Hawai-
ians throughout the state,” said Dr. Todd Seto, 
Queens’ medical director of academic affairs 
and research. 

Health is often thought of as an individual 
endeavor, but this grant contextualizes indi-
vidual health within a social and cultural 

framework. Groups work collaboratively 
and cooperatively to accomplish tangible 
goals, whether it’s growing farm produce or 
making poi. The preparation for poi includes 
harvesting, cooking, and pounding the taro 
into poi – all activities that are done more 

effectively as a team.  
“It’s just the idea of putting in your own 

mana and providing food. It connects people 
and changes their mindset,” said Häna Ola 
Project official Lipoa Kahaleuahi. 

Students have little gardens near the school 
where they also can grow string beans, toma-
toes, sweet potatoes, squashes, and carrots. 
Breadfruit is grown throughout Häna, and 

one of the largest collections in the world is 
at nearby Kahanu Gardens. And at a sister 
project several miles east of Häna Town, stu-
dents and their families have the opportunity 
to take what they learn and grow and share 
produce at a 10-acre Mahele farm. Besides 
regular participants, the community farm has 
residents who sign up for volunteer days and 
receive credits and access to the produce for 
their labor. 

“We have kupuna who come down reg-
ularly, sometimes an occasional school 
group,” said Häna Ola Project official Lipoa 
Kahaleuahi. 

Richard Rutiz, the outgoing executive 

director, who helped to 
develop the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs grant, 
notes the process starts with 
the children often bringing 
the produce they grow, or 
the poi they pound, back 
home to their families. This 
develops into a new healthy 
habit, where some families 
choose to go down a differ-
ent road to a healthier diet 
– a way provided by the 
Häna Ola Project. 

The three-year grant 
from the Office Hawaiian 
Affairs also helps to support 
excursions 10 miles east to 
the Wailua Nui peninsula, 
where taro is grown exten-
sively and Native Hawaiian 
farmers have successfully 
fought to exercise their 
water rights and maintain 

the traditional economy. Students are able to 
learn from the farmers about the importance 
of maintaining flowing streams to preserve 
native species including shrimp or ‘opae 
and ‘o‘opu. They’re also help the farmers by 
stepping into the taro patches to clear them 
of weeds. But before they do, they exchange 
greetings in Hawaiian and ask to enter the 
lo‘i. Hana School teacher U‘i Paman, who 
teaches the 5th grade, believes these kinds of 
experiences involving the cultivation of kalo 
contribute to students’ well-being. 

“My kids are very respectful and respon-
sible,” Paman said. 

“There’s a sense of balance, unit 
and harmony. We’re talking about 
eating well and working a lot. It’s 
very good for the body, mind and 
spirit.” 

According to teachers, the pro-
gram provides an opportunity for 
the parents to become involved with 
their child and a transformation in 
their family lifestyle, spending 
more time to work together, doing 
traditional practices, increasing their 
participation in growing, making 
and eating fresh foods every week 

In addition to these benefits, the 
ground has been reclaimed to work 
toward long-term sustainable food 
systems for Häna’s land and people. 
Through the Häna Ola activities, the 
seeds of change have been planted 
for a return to traditional foods, 
stronger communities and better 
health. 

Tending to taro, building on tradition.

Community members enjoy the fresh produce.

Taking health into our handsTaking health into our hands
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Review by ‘Umi Perkins

T
here are many myths surrounding 
Hawaiian history, most of which 
stem from a lack, until recently, of 
Hawaiian historians who can employ 
a Hawaiian lens through 

which to understand Hawai‘i’s 
past. These myths create a nar-
rative that often made Hawaiians 
look inept and ultimately deserv-
ing of being subjugated.  Kealani 
Cook undermines some of these 
myths, and in doing so he makes a 
major contribution to a revision of 
Hawaiian history that is ongoing. 
One major purpose of Kealani 
Cook’s book Return to Kahiki: 
Native Hawaiians in Oceania is to 
undermine the myth that Hawai-
ians were always the recipients of 
exploration and “colonization.” 
Like David Chang illustrates in 
his book The World and All the 
Things Upon It, Cook shows that 
Hawaiians themselves were the 
explorers – and sometimes even 
the colonizers. 

Kealani Cook is Assistant Pro-
fessor of History at the University 
of Hawai‘i, West O‘ahu, where he 
teaches Hawaiian and American 
history. Originally from Waimea, 
Hawai‘i Island and trained at 
the University of Michigan in its 
Department of American Culture, 
Cook’s work is part of the ongoing 
extension of the boundaries of the 
American Studies field. As part of 
a newer generation of Kanaka ‘Oiwi scholars, 
Cook is aware that we are ready for more com-
plex debates than those previously engaged. On 
the topic of Hawaiian missionaries to the South 
Pacific, Cook uses the uniqueness of his topic 
to undermine these narratives:

“Yet this narrative, like many narratives of 
about Hawai‘i, fails to examine the range of 
Kanaka existence outside the Haole/Kanaka 
dynamic. In examining how the Kanaka mis-
sionaries understood and interacted with their 
Oceanic hosts a more complex picture of these 
missionaries emerges. In particular such an 
examination uncovers the somewhat disas-
trous effects of Kanaka defining themselves 

so ardently through their desire to expand the 
kingdom of Christ and defeat the forces of 
Satan.”

One example from this substantial work of 
undermining myths is Kalakaua’s delegation 
that was tasked with creating a Polynesian Fed-

eration with Samoa. Most accounts depict this 
mission as a “gin-fueled, incompetent attempt 
at empire building by a naïve Native monarch 
and a set of buffoonish amateurs” – a debacle in 
which the Hawaiian delegation was drunk most 
of the time. Even I – for nearly two decades 
a Hawaiian history teacher at Kamehameha 
– believed these accounts. Kealani Cook, in 
contrast, points out that the Hawaiian delega-
tion was successful in gaining the signature 
of Malietoa, King of Samoa, officially begin-
ning the Confederation. Cook shows that this 
attempt at empire instead shows how Kalakaua 
“consistently promoted Hawai‘i as part of the 
European/American diplomatic and cultural 

world while still deeply enmeshed in Ka Wa 
‘Oiwi Wale,” a term Cook uses for “ancient 
Hawai‘i.”

Cook is also aware that there is still much we 
don’t know. He starts the book, almost poeti-
cally, with an ongoing debate, if not a myth: 

“They came from the South. We do 
not know exactly when they came, 
why they came or how many of 
them there were, but we know they 
came from the South.” By open-
ing the book this way, Cook paves 
the way for his take on the various 
debates he addresses: debates over 
Hawaiian agency – the ability of our 
kupuna to be the makers of their own 
world even after contact, Hawaiians’ 
negotiation with capitalism, their 
conflicted adoption of Christianity, 
and their comfort with migrating 
out of Hawai‘i, even as agents of a 
foreign ideology. 

At root, Cook shows a different 
picture of Hawaiians in the nine-
teenth century, one that is epitomized 
by the picture on the cover – a picture 
of John Tamatoa Baker, a “Kanaka 
capitalist, politician and traveler.” 
Baker travelled to Tahiti, Tonga and 
Aotearoa/New Zealand promoting, 
like Kalakaua had, a “Pan-Oceanic 
Lahui.” A larger-than-life figure, 
Baker used similarities between 
Hawaiian and Tahitian language 
and notions of hospitality and gen-
erosity to build this bridge, and he 
was largely accepted and endeared 
himself to the natives of Borabora, 
who essentially claimed him as 

one of their own. In doing so, Baker gained a 
larger perspective on Hawai‘i and its place in 
the world. Today, we are similarly gaining a 
new, global perspective on Hawai‘i’s place in 
the Asia-Pacific sphere, buoyed by works like 
Kealani Cook’s.

Meticulously researched, Return to Kahiki is 
an exciting contribution to a growing literature 
that is nothing short of a revision of Hawaiian 
history, one that casts Hawaiians in a central 
role as shapers of their history, rather than vic-
tims of an imposed set of ideas and actions. 
This new narrative reflects the very empower-
ment of Hawaiian voices that it examines. 

Return To Kahiki:  
Native Hawaiians in Oceania

Return to Kahiki: 
Native Hawaiians in 
Oceania
By Kealani Cook
Cambridge University Press
Hardcover: $44.48

REVIEW
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BOOKS

Dr. Cook hails from Waimea, Hawai‘i Island and studied at the University of Michigan. - 
Photos: Courtesy

We do not know exactly when they 
came, why they came or how many of 
them there were, but we know they 
came from the South.”

— Kealani Cook
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By Ka Wai Ola Staff

F
red Amina’s new book is about a fictional protagonist, Mat-
thew Pinati, but it’s a true story that echoes his own life. Raised 
illiterate in a broken Nänäkuli home, he encountered alcohol 
too early, in 7th grade.

“I was kind of lost in this road. And then I ended up getting 
into a lot of trouble. Drinking and having fun led to alcoholism," he 
said. 

A life of selling drugs and incarceration seemed to await him. 
“Growing up where I’m from, West Side, it’s about pride, it’s about 

who’s the toughest – I wanted to go to jail to prove how tough I 
was.” 

Four years ago, Amina found himself hospitalized for eight days 
for pancreatitis. On his deathbed he decided to turn his life around. 
Through his faith and his perseverance he reached sobriety, learned 
to read, wrote a book, and has found new life and purpose as a moti-
vational speaker, encouraging youth and inmates to learn from his 
choices. www.fredamina.com. 

Reading and healing

By Kawena Lei Carvalho-Mattos

J
ust in time for Mother’s Day, social 
media sensation Pashyn Santos has 
a special story to share with all par-
ents and keiki across Hawai‘i. Pashyn 
recently wrote and released her first 

children’s picture book titled “My Mom and 
I” with illustrations by Mandy Quitog. 

“In a world that’s more often than not just 
too busy with work, home life, trends, and 
distractions that keep us operating on auto-
pilot.” said Pashyn. “My Mom and I will 
encourage children to experience the here and 
now. A space of mindfulness, self-awareness, 
and balance.”

“My Mom and I” teaches the value of 
being present and in the moment. The story 
is narrated by the main character “Keiki” as 
she takes us through a day spent with her 
mom, show how she cherishes each moment. 
Towards the end of the book, we see the 
mom character take time after her busy day 

to breathe and be in “the now.” Only to then 
realize that Keiki was living in the now all 
the while.

“I wrote this book as a great reminder, espe-
cially to myself, that children have innocence 
in them from the beginning. We all did,” said 
Pashyn as she reflects on the origins of the 
story. “They aren’t yet caught up in things 
like; finishing to-do lists or chasing some 
perceived wonderful future event that is more 
exciting than the present moment. They are 
living presently, absorbing what they experi-
ence. I wanted to help them understand that 
they are way ahead of us all. That for us adults 
Life has gotten us, but through mindfulness, 
we can take back and enjoy life. But children 
already get this.”

Celebrate this Mother’s Day by living in 
the now with the “My Mom and I” book. 
“My Mom and I” is available for purchase at 
Hallmark locations on O‘ahu, The Refinery 
Honolulu at Kahala Mall or online at www.
pashynfruit.com. 

The gift of presence

Goodness and Mercy
By Fred Amina
Self-Published
Paperback: $14.99
Available through Amazon.com

My Mom and I
By Pashyn Santos
Self-Published
$8.95
Available through Hallmark locations on 
O‘ahu, The Refinery Honolulu at Kahala 
Mall or online at www.pashynfruit.com

NEW RELEASE

NEW RELEASE

Books: Fred Amina

Amina at the Hawai‘i State Public Library - Photo: Kawena Carvalho-Mattos

Pashyn Santos is a well-known social media character actor 
– and now, a book author. - Photo: Courtesy



92ND ANNUAL LEI DAY  
CELEBRATION
May 1, 9am to 5:30pm

The annual Lei Day Celebration 
will provide a venue, where one day 
of the year is set aside to celebrate 
the skill and artistry of Hawai‘i’s 
finest lei makers. The celebration 
will feature the annual Lei Court, 
as well as local entertainers and 
more! The Lei Contest Exhibit is 
open to the public from 1 to 5:30 
p.m. Wonder at the most exquisite 
lei from various variety of colors, 
methods and styles. In addition to 
crafts and lei, food vendors will 
also be in the park all day long. 
Free. Kapi‘olani Park, O‘ahu. 

HAWAI‘I’S FINEST MAY DAY 
ON THE GREAT LAWN
May 1, 4:30 to 10 p.m.

Hawaii’s Finest presents their 
annual May Day event – an evening 
featuring culture and music. The 
event features entertainers Raiatea, 
Weldon K. , Na Hoa, Liam Puna-
hele, Na Wai Eha, Kapena, and a 
bunch of special guests.  Also enjoy 
the culture with Hula and numerous 
local vendors. An evening full of 

food, drinks, festivities and music.
Doors 4:00pm; Music 4:30pm; 

all ages welcome. Complimentary 
general admission: must regis-
ter online at: www.hifinest.com/
mayday.

CAZIMERO LEI DAY  
CONCERT
May 3, 7:30 to 10pm

Kumu Hula Robert Uluwehi 
Cazimero returns this with his ever-
popular Lei 
Day event, 
along with 
the musi-
cians and 
dancers from 
his Merrie 
M o n a r c h 
Festival-win-
ning Hälau 
Nä Kamalei. 
Enjoy the 
smooth talent 
of Robert 
Cazimero, along with contem-
porary Hawaiian music and hula 
performances. Ho‘onanea pre-show 
festivities start at 5:30 pm, with 
local craft vendors and live music 

in the Yokouchi Pavilion Court-
yard. Beautiful, fragrant lei will 
be available for purchase. Tickets: 
$12, $28, $40, $65 (plus applicable 
fees); 10% discount for MACC 
members and half-price kids 12 and 
under. Maui Arts & Cultural Center, 
Castle Theater.

HAWAI‘I BOOK & MUSIC 
FESTIVAL 2019 PRESENTED 
BY BANK OF HAWAII
May 4-5, 10am to 5pm

Storytellers from far and wide 
won't want to miss the 14th annual 
Hawai‘i Book & Music Festival. 
There will be 150 events throughout 
the two-day festival, introducing 
Hawai‘i’s multicultural heritage 
to the world through its literary 
and musical arts. Festival-goers 
can look forward to readings, pre-
sentations and book-signings by 
local, national and internationally 
published authors; music and hula 
performances by award-winning 
Hawai‘i artists and hula halau; 
storytellers, youth performers and 
other entertainment for the festival's 
youngest audiences; the popular 
Bank of Hawaii Book Swap; and 

bookseller and publisher booths. A 
multi-ethnic, open-air food court 
keeps festival-goers fueled as they 
take in a weekend of books, ideas 
and music. The Office of Hawai-
ian Affairs proudly sponsors this 
event. Free. Honolulu’s Frank F. 
Fasi Civic Center.

LA‘AU LAPA‘AU WORKSHOP
May 4, 10am -3pm

Hui Mälama Ola Nä ‘Öiwi is 
hosting its 2019 series of La‘au 
Lapa‘au Workshops to provide the 
opportunity to learn about ancient 
Hawaiian healing practices of 
La‘au Lapa‘au, Ho‘oponopono, 
Lomilomi Ha Ha, and La‘au Kahea. 
These workshops will be led by 
Po‘okela Ikaika Dombrigues, 
who emphasizes the importance 
of empowering people to learn to 
improve their health with a focus 
on mind, body, and spirit. Work-
shop participants will learn the 
practice of using herbs and plants 
to heal the body. Over 3,500 differ-
ent types of laau can be used to treat 
a multitude of health conditions 
including: hypertension, diabetes, 
cancer, arthritis, and stress. Light 
refreshments are provided. Partici-

pants are encouraged to bring their 
lunch. Free. Old Kona Airport Spe-
cial Events Pavilion. To learn more, 
contact the Hui Mälama at (808) 
969-9220 or visit www.hmono.org.

KAHA NATIVE  
PLANT GARDEN
May 11, 9am to 12pm

Willing to help out? Volunteers at 
Kaha Garden are taught to: identify 
native and Invasive plants, prop-
erly propagate and plant different 
species to maximize their ecologi-
cal benefits, and how to properly 
remove invasive species. Com-
munity workdays are held every 
other month. This event is ideal for 
volunteers of all ages. Volunteers 
are asked to wear shoes and work 
clothes that they don't mind getting 
dirty. Bring a water bottle and work 
gloves if you would like them. All 
tools will be provided. Please RSVP 
to Jamie Miller at volunteer@hui-
hawaii.org to reserve your spot and 
receive more information about 
this work day. We look forward to 
hearing from you! Free. Kawainui 
Marsh Neighborhood Park.
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Kumu Hula Robert Ulu-
wehi Cazimero. - Photo: 
Courtesy

COMMEMORATION OF 
200TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
KING KAMEHAMEHA I 
PASSING
May 8, 5 a.m. 

The board of Directors of the 
non-profit Ahu‘ena Heiau Inc. 
have initiated planning efforts to 
commemorate the 200th anniver-
sary of King Kamehameha the 
Great’s passing. Kahu Kealoha 
Ka‘opua and Kauhane Heloca 
will lead a procession of chant-
ers and Royal Societies starting 
at 5:00 am from Hale Häläwai 
and proceeding along Ali‘i Drive 
to Ka‘ahumanu fronting Kailua 
Pier and leading to a sunrise (5:55 
am) ceremony with appropriate 
protocols at Ahu‘ena Heiau. 
Arriving at Ahu‘ena Heiau, the 
procession will be met by Kai 
‘Opua Canoe Club’s convoy of 
canoes in Kamakahonu Bay. The 
procession of chanters and Royal 
Societies will face Hualälai and 
the Kahu will lead the Royal 

Order Kamehameha I Moku o Kona 
in the chant E Ala Ë at sunrise. Pre-
sentation of ho‘okupu by the Royal 
Societies and others will follow. In 
addition to the Royal Order of Kame-
hameha I Moku o Kona, ‘Ahahui 
Ka‘ahumanu’s Kona, Waimea and 
Kohala chapters are participating 
with the Daughters of Hawai‘i. Other 
Hawaiian societies, cultural entities, 
civic clubs and others are invited to 
attend and present ho‘okupu. Chant-
ers wishing to participate are invited 
to contact Kealoha Ka‘opua by May 
1 via email kealoha@ibphawaii.
com or by calling 808-895-6487 for 
more detailed event information. 
Cultural groups and others wanting 
to present ho‘okupu are encouraged 
to call Ahu‘ena Heiau Board Chair 
Tom Hickcox at 808-756-0756. Ali‘i 
Drive will be closed from Hualä-
lai Road to Ka‘ahumanu Place on 
Wednesday, May 8 from 4:15 am to 
5:30 am. Free. Kamakahonu Bay in 
Kona’s Historic Kailua Village. 

Fire Captain J. Todd at the 2011 lei draping in Honolulu. - Photo: Courtesy Steve Forman
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To have a local event listed 
in our monthly calendar, 
email kwo@oha.org at 
least six weeks in advance. 
Make sure to include the 
location, price, date and 
time. If available, please 
attach a high-resolution 
(300 dpi) photograph with 
your email.



By Hinaleimoana Wong-Kalu

T
he history of our Kanaka 
is one that echoes clearly 
within the community. 
We endure despite the 
impacts of land dis-

possession, language and culture 
loss, and the constant onslaught of 
assimilation into the value system, 
ways and beliefs of a foreign land 
and government. 

The first foreigners came to 
Hawai‘i 241 years ago forever 
altering the narrative of our 
mo‘olelo. While 1778 marks the 
arrival of the first recorded for-
eigner to Hawai‘i, Captain James 
Cook, it also marks recognition 
of America’s independence from 
Great Britain. 115 years later it 

is America that steals the inde-
pendence of Hawai‘i, a peaceful 
nation state within the northern 
Pacific Ocean. 

Mele Aloha ‘Äina/Mele ‘Äina 
Aloha are songs of our islands, our 
nation, and our people. They are 
songs that reflect the love, honor 
and respect that we have for our 
spaces and places and the history 
found within. These songs provide 
us with the keys to understanding 
how the generations of our kupuna 
that have gone on before us once 
viewed life in our island home. 
These songs fortify the minds, 
hearts and spirits of those living 
now for the dignity and integrity 
of our future generations to come. 

Mau ke aloha no Hawai‘i. 

Songs, dance and chants in honor 
of the beloved land
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EVENTS

A special 48-hour 3 weekend training at Kualoa Ranch 
will be held on July 13-14, 20-21, 27-28. Käne and 
wahine haumana will learn Lua history, philosophy, 

fi ghting techniques, success principles, haka, and more. 
Taught by the leading Lua practitioner and one of 

Hawai‘i’s Living Treasures ‘Olohe Dr. Mitchell Eli.
The training cost is only $200.00. A limited number of 

partial scholarships are available.

CALLING ALL 
HAWAIIAN 

WARRIORS!

FOR INFORMATION AND REGISTRATION, CALL 

(808) 531-7231

Hinaleimoana “Kumu Hina” Wong. - Photo: Courtesy

FREE mele workshops
O‘AHU
> May 8 - 6:00pm-8:00pm

Kualoa Ranch Ranchhouse
49-560 Kamehameha 
Hwy., Käne‘ohe

> May 11 - 6:30pm-8:30pm
Papakölea Community 
Center
461 Krauss Street, 
Honolulu

> May 22 - 6:00pm-8:00pm
Community Centerat 
Mä‘ili
7-790 Kulauku St., 
Wai‘anae

> May 29 - 6:00pm-8:00pm
Waimänalo Homestead 
Hälau
41-209 Ilauhole St., 
Waimänalo

> June 12 - 6:00pm-
8:00pm

Nä Lama Kukui OHA, 
Mauli Ola
560 N. Nimitz Hwy., 
Honolulu
> Learn from 

Hinaleimoana “Kumu Hina” 
Wong about how Hawaiian 
perspectives impact the 
mele that we sing, dance 
and chant in honor of our 
beloved land. This is the 
second of our Aloha ‘Äina, 
‘Äina Aloha Mele Workshop 
series. Upcoming dates and 
locations will be updated at 
www.oha.org/kumuhina.

This community event 
presented by the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs is free and 
open to the public.

http://www.waimeavalley.net
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Waimea All Schools 
Exhibit

Kahilu Exhibits presents the 
Waimea All Schools Exhibit in part-
nership with the Waimea Education 
Hui. Students from grades pre-K 
to 12 were asked to respond to: He 
Wai E ola, E ola Nö A– 
Water is Sacred, Water is 
Our Responsibility, Water 
is Life. Participants are 
Waimea students, home-
schooled as well. They 
have the freedom to work 
with any media. The inten-
tion of this event is to bring 
members of all schools in 
Waimea together. 

The opening reception 
will take place from 5 to 
7 p.m., and the exhibition 
will run from May 2 to 
June 9, 2019. Galleries are 
free and open to the public 
and are open Monday 
through Friday at 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. and during all 
Kahilu Theatre performances. For 
more information head to kahilu-
theatre.org/exhibits. 

Honoring Gordon 
‘Umialïloalähänauokalä 
Kaua Kai

Duke’s Waikiki will honor well-
known cultural practitioner Gordon 
‘Umialïloalähänauokalä Kaua 
Kai as the recipient of the 2019 
Ho‘okahiko Award on Wednes-

day, May 8, 
2019. The 
Ho‘okahiko 
Award rec-
o g n i z e s 
commitment 
to the study 
and repro-
duction of 
t r a d i t i o n a l 
mea kaua 
( w e a p -
ons), mäkau 
( f i s h i n g 
implements) 
and other 
artifacts used 
daily in Native 
Hawaiian cul-

ture. Kaua Kai has worked to share 
his knowledge and incorporate 
Native Hawaiian arts and practices 
at events such as Taputapuatea Fes-
tival, the World Indigenous Peoples 
Conference on Education, the 
Höküle‘a Mälama Honua World-
wide Voyage and many others. 

“We are pleased to honor ‘Umi 
Kai as his dedication to preserv-
ing the sacred art of handcrafting 
mea kaua and other traditional 
implements has provided a sense 
of cultural pride for Native Hawai-

ians locally and 
abroad,” said 
General Manager 
Keli‘i Gouveia, of 
Duke’s Waikiki. 
“‘Umi’s deep-
rooted belief in 
the importance 
of passing on the 
knowledge and 
cultural prac-
tices of Hawaii’s 
ancestors truly 
represents the 
legacy of Duke 
Kahanamoku and 
his commitment to 
further perpetuat-
ing the Hawaiian 
culture for genera-
tions to come.”  

In addition 
to his work as a 
master artisan and cultural practi-
tioner, Kaua Kai currently serves 
as the President of Aha Käne, 
‘Ölohe Lua of Ka Kui A Lua and 
Küpuna of Hale Mua o Kuali‘i. He 
was recently honored as an award 
recipient for the 2019 Nä Mamo 
Makamae o ka Po‘e Hawai‘i and 
2018 Honpa Hongwanji Mission 
of Hawai‘i Living Treasure awards. 

American Savings Bank 
Campus to feature  
custom artwork courtesy 
of Manaola Yap  
and Sig Zane

Internationally respected native 
Hawaiian designers, Manaola Yap 

and Sig Zane will feature custom 
art to be featured in American Sav-
ings Banks (ASB) new campus 
in Honolulu’s Chinatown district. 
The artwork will visually tell 
the story of ASB and will bring 
together approximately 660 team-
mates in what promises to be one 
of Hawai‘i’s most innovative and 
collaborative workspaces. “We are 
excited to work with Manaola and 
Sig Zane, two talented designers 
who will artfully capture this period 
of growth for our company while 
paying respects to the deep his-
tory and cultural roots of the ‘A‘ala 
neighborhood,” said Rich Wacker, 
President and CEO.

“It’s a privilege to work with 
American Savings Bank to create 
a design that serves as an exten-
sion of who they are and what 
they represent – a nurturing ‘ohana 
that brings aloha to the commu-
nity,” said Manaola Yap. Manaola 
is known for his signature use of 
‘ohe käpala, an ancestral Hawai-
ian stamping method that draws 
inspiration from repetitive patterns 
found in nature.

“We want to empower the ASB 
‘ohana, creating personal connec-
tions between the design, their work 
and the community,” said Sig Zane. 
The Sig Zane design team heavily 
involves ASB teammates into the 
creative process, incorporating 
their stories and relationships into 
the story of the art. The design will 
incorporate several techniques: 
‘ohe käpala, kinolau (the drawing 
of natural elements) and watermark.

The final designs by both artists 
will be thoughtfully incorporated 
throughout the building. At comple-
tion, the ASB Campus will feature 
a brand new branch with an ATM 
on the ground floor, in addition to 
meeting rooms, a community multi-
purpose room and a fitness center 
for teammates. Teammates will 
have access to a Training Center 
and Teammate Amenities on the 
seventh floor, featuring a 4,500 
square-foot lunchroom with the 
ability to enjoy meals and work 
on one of two expansive outdoor 
lanai, an arcade, relaxation rooms 
and more. The building is slated to 
complete construction in 2018 and 
open in 2019. 

POKE NŪHOU
NEWS BRIEFS

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs congratulates Taizha Keakealani Hughes-Kaluhiokalani who was crowned this years winner of Miss Aloha 
Hula. Along with winning the coveted title, Hughes-Kaluhiokalani also won OHA’s Hawaiian Language Award which was presented 
by OHA Board Vice Chair Brendon Kalei‘āina Lee. Hughes-Kaluhiokalani represents Hālau Hi‘iakaināmakalehua under the direction of 
Kumu Lono Padilla and Robert Ke‘ano Ka‘upu IV. - Photo: Hawaii News Now

A NEW QUEEN IS CROWNED

Sig Zane’s artwork featured on the 9th Floor at the new Amercian 
Savings Bank Campus. - Photo: Courtesy American Savings Bank

Gordon ‘Umialı̄loalāhānauokalā 
Kaua Kai. - Photo: Courtesy

Waimea All Schools Exhibit is the vision of 
Dina and Pua Case as well as the Waimea 
Education Hui; their intention is to bring 
members of all schools in Waimea together 
through this event. - Illustration: Courtesy 
Kahilu Exhibits
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PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
ASM Affiliates is preparing a 

Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA) 
in advance of a proposed statewide 
release of four (4) biological con-
trol (biocontrol) agents for four 
target invasive species. In brief, 
DOFAW is seeking to conduct a 
statewide field release of four (4) 
separate biocontrol agents on four 
target species: 

• introduction of a wasp parasi-
toid (Aprostocetus nitens) to further 
control the erythrina gall wasp 
(Quadradstichus erythrinae), which 
has been impacting the native wili-
wili (Erythrina sandwicensis); 

• introduction of a small beetle 
(Syphraea uberabensis) to control 
weedy melastomes (Tibouchina 
spp.); 

• introduction of a thrips insect 
(Pseudophilothrips ichini) to con-
trol Christmas berry (Schinus 
terebinthifolia); 

• introduction of a butterfly 
(Euselasia chrysippe) to control 
miconia (Miconia calvescens).

We are seeking consultation 

with any community members 
that might have knowledge of tra-
ditional cultural uses or who are 
involved in any ongoing cultural 
practices associated with the target 
species (i.e. wiliwili, melastones, 
Christmas berry, and miconia). If 
you have and can share any such 
information please contact Lokelani 
Brandt lbrandt@asmaffiliates.com, 
or Aoloa Santos asantos@asmaffili-
ates.com, phone (808) 969-6066, 
mailing address ASM Affiliates 
507A E. Lanikaula Street, Hilo, HI 
96720.

ASM Affiliates is preparing a 
Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA) 
in advance of a proposed 14.99-acre 
new quarry license adjacent to an 
existing quarry located on a portion 
of TMK (3) 2-1-3:002, situated in 
Waiäkea Ahupua‘a, South Hilo 
District, Island of Hawai‘i. We are 
seeking consultation with any com-
munity members that might have 
knowledge of traditional cultural 
uses of the proposed project area; 
or who are involved in any ongo-

ing cultural practices that may 
be occurring on or in the general 
vicinity of the subject property, 
that may be impacted by the pro-
posed project. If you have and can 
share any such information please 
contact Lokelani Brandt lbrandt@
asmaffiliates.com, or Aoloa Santos 
asantos@asmaffiliates.com, phone 
(808) 969-6066, mailing address 
ASM Affiliates 507A E. Lanikaula 
Street, Hilo, HI 96720. 

Scientific Consultant Services, 
Inc. (SCS) is seeking information 
on cultural resources and traditional, 
previously or on-going, traditional 
cultural activities in the vicinity of 
the proposed WCME Maui Coast 
Hotel. The proposed hotel will 
be located on 4.812 acres of cur-
rently vacant land at 2239 South 
Kihei Road, in Kïhei, Kama‘ole 
Ahupua‘a, Wailuku (Kula) District,  
Island of Maui, Hawai‘i [TMK: 
(2) 3-9-018:023]. Please respond 
within 30 days to Cathleen Dagher, 
Senior Archaeologist, at (808) 597-
1182. 

E Ö Mai
KULEANA LAND HOLDERS

THE KULEANA LAND TAX ordinances in the City and County of Honolulu, County 
of Hawai‘i, County of Kaua‘i and County of Maui allow eligible owners to pay 
minimal property taxes each year. Applications are on each county’s web site.

For more information on the Kuleana Tax Ordinance or 
for genealogy verifi cation requests, please contact 
808.594.1967 or email kuleanasurvey@oha.org.

All personal data, such as names, locations and descriptions of Kuleana Lands will be kept secure 
and used solely for the purposes of this attempt to perpetuate Kuleana rights and possession.

Offi ce of Hawaiian Affairs • 560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200 • Honolulu, HI 96817

Empowering Hawaiians, Strengthening Hawai‘i
808.594.1835 oha.org

LYMAN HOUSE MUSEUM 
PRESENTS HAWAIIAN  
MISSION HOUSES  
HISTORY THEATRE
May 13, 7 to 8:30pm

The Lyman House Museum 
and Mission House presents, 
“Hawaiian Mission Houses 
History Theatre.” This unique 
theater program that really brings 
history to life. Hear from those 
who lived Hawai‘i’s history. This 
performance will feature: Curtis 
Iaukea, statesman and advisor to 
King Kalakaua and Queen Lili-
uokalani; Emma Näwahï, editor 
of Ke Aloha Aina newspaper 
and member of Hui Aloha ‘Äina 
o Nä Wahine; and Simon Peter 
Kalama, a medical assistant to 
Dr. G.P. Judd. Free and seating is 
limited. Lyman House Museum. 
Please contact Lyman House 
Museum for more information at 
808-935-5021.

VICTORIAN NOSTALGIA - 
HAWAI‘I QUILT SHOW 2019
May 17-24, 10am to 6pm

View the beautiful quilts of 
the Hawai‘i Quilt Guild mem-
bers and the works of featured 
quilt artist Joan Masaki. Enter 
to win an “Opportunity Quilt.” 
The Hawai‘i Quilt Guild is 170 
members strong with monthly 
meetings, classes and so much 
more. There will be numerous 
opportunities for socializing, 
creativity, learning, community 
service and sharing the love of 
quilting and sewing. Free. Blais-
dell Center Exhibition Hall. For 
more information go to www.
hawaiiquiltguild.com

HAWAI‘I KUAULI  
PACIFIC & ASIA  
CULTURAL FESTIVAL
May 17-19, 5pm

This three day event will be 
packed with food, fashion, cultural 
expressions, a keiki hula compe-
tition and cultural workshops. 
Beginning Friday, the event will 
start in the evening with protocol 
from the various cultures repre-

sented. Saturday is filled with a 
wearable arts fashion show, arts 
& crafts demonstrations and the 
Second Annual Hawai‘i Kuauli 
Keiki Hula Competition and 
so much more. The festival is a 
culturally-diverse experience for 
both locals and visitors. Members 
of the community from all spheres 
of influence provide a platform to 
showcase the gifts and talents of 
those cultures present in Hawai‘i. 
There will be a variety of cultural 
dance, culturally based education 
programs, food, music, fashion. 
Traditional arts & crafts work-
shops will be held throughout 
the three day event. This beauti-
ful display of Hawai‘i‘s cultural 
diversity will establish an oppor-
tunity to bring awareness to the 
cultural heritage that has been 
established in Hawai‘i. Courtyard 
Marriott King Kamehameha‘s 
Kona Beach Hotel.

NÄ HÖKÜ HANOHANO 
AWARDS (42ND ANNUAL)
May 25, 5 to 10pm

Hawai‘i’s most talented and 
gifted musicians, songwriters, 
and producers will all be present 

at the Hawai‘i Academy 
of Recording Arts’ 
42nd Annual Nä Hökü 
Hanohano Awards. This 
year’s awards features a 

record 33 different cate-
gories--including several 

new categories. The 42nd Annual 
Nä Hökü Hanohano Awards is a 
Mele Mei 2019 featured event. 
Presented by the Hawai‘i Tour-
ism Authority and the Hawai‘i 
Academy of Recording Arts, the 
annual celebration of music and 
culture, Mele Mei, returns for an 
ninth year with a full lineup of 
live performances statewide. The 
annual event will take place from 
April through June and feature 
Hawai‘i musicians including Nä 
Hökü Hanohano award-winning 
and Grammy-nominated artists 
performing at venues and events 
across Hawai‘i as well as in Japan. 
Tickets are required. Visit the 
website for more ticket informa-
tion. An up-to-date schedule of 
this year’s events can be found 
online at www.melemei.com 
under the “events” tab. 

CALENDAR
Continued from page 18
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T
he Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs 
Board of Trustees 
continues to make 
headway in better 

serving its beneficiaries.
On March 28, 2019, OHA 

announced that its Board 
of Trustees had approved 
awarding $500,000 to 10 non-
profit organizations under its 
pilot Külia Grants Program.
Through this pilot program, 
OHA is providing smaller, 
one-year grant awards for 
projects that benefit the Native 
Hawaiian community and 
align with the agency’s broad strategic 
priorities of health, education, income and 
housing, land and water, and culture.OHA 
received a total of 81 applications with 51 
eligible for review.The applications were 
reviewed by a team of external Native 
Hawaiian grant reviewers and scored on 
organizational capacity, scope of services, 
experience, project plan, service delivery 
and budget.

The Board of Trustees is also in 
the process of considering a revised 
allowance policy to address concerns 
raised by the State of Hawai‘i Office 
of the Auditor in its February 2018 
report, Report No. 18-03 Audit of 
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs.This 
revised Trustee allowance policy was 
considered and reported by the Com-
mittee on Resource Management and 
has gone through one of two required 
readings before the Board of Trust-
ees.This revised policy would:

• Rename the allowance to the 
Trustee Protocol Allowance (TPA) to 
match the statutory language contained 
in Hawai‘i Revised Statutes § 10-9;

• Revert to the original purposes 
of the Trustee allowance – establish-
ing a communication network and 
promoting a broader understanding 
and participation in the resolution of 
Native Hawaiian issues;

• Set the current level for the 
TPA at $7,200.00 per Trustee seat, 
which was the funding level prior to 
enactment of policy amendments in 
Action Item ARM #13-11;

• Make the TPA a reimbursable fund; 
• Specify allowable and disallow-

able expenses; and 

• Establish an appeal 
process when determi-
nations made by the 
Administration disallows 
an expenditure.

Other important issues 
to note in this policy:

• Trustees will have 
access and be able to uti-
lize TPA funds beginning 
July 1, 2019.

• The CEO shall be guided 
by the TPA policy to develop 
internal guidelines and pro-
cedures for the use and 
administration of the TPA, 
including reporting require-

ments, required documentation, and 
auditable record keeping.

• The budgeted TSAAF funds for 
FY2019, totaling $199,800($22,200 per 
Trustee seat), will remain under contin-
ued moratorium until the BOT decides 
how those remaining funds are to be 
reallocated in FY2019, or such TSAAF 
funds will lapse into fiscal reserve. 

• The moratorium on the Trustee 
and CEO-initiated Sponsorships will 
remain in place.

Both the Külia Grants guidelines 
and the Trustee Protocol Allowance 
represent the work of the Board of 
Trustees’ Ad Hoc Committee on 
Grants and Sponsorships.This Ad Hoc 
Committee has done tremendous work 
in its review of policies and recom-
mendations to the Board in response 
to the State Auditor’s report.

I am proud of the strides that OHA 
has made to better serve its beneficia-
ries and improve policies and overall 
transparency in response to the State 
Auditor.When the Trustee Protocol 
Allowance is approved, OHA will 
have partially or fully implemented all 
39 of the recommendations outlined in 
State Auditor Report No. 18-03.

This review of policies has been an 
ongoing effort of OHA’s Administration 
and its Board of Trustees.These have been 
well-vetted internally and externally.I 
remain committed to this process and to 
our continued betterment of the condi-
tions of our lähui.Any claims that OHA 
is not moving forward is misinformed 
and irresponsible.I look forward to great 
things to come from OHA.

E onipa‘a käkou! 

LEO ‘ELELE
TRUSTEE MESSSAGES
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A
loha Käkou,

In January 2019 I 
spoke about the 
work ahead for 
the Office of 

Hawaiian Affair’s strategic 
plan. While that has been 
an ongoing project, your 
Trustees have taken on 
another monumental task 
of taking a hard look at the 
Office of Hawaiian Affair’s 
governance model, struc-
ture and implementation. 
On January 24, 2019 the 
Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously to form a Per-
mitted Interaction Group to 
take on this very task. The Permitted 
Interaction Group was to consist of 
myself as chair, Chairperson Trustee 
Machado, Trustee Waihe’e, Trustee 
Robert Lindsey, all our respective 
staff, Ka Pounui Sylvia Hussey as 
project manager, 
Ka Pou Hana 
Kamana‘opono 
Crabbe, adminis-
tration staff, corp 
council, and staff 
from research. 

We were given 
an aggressive time-
line of 4 weeks to 
complete our 
work. This was to 
consist of analyz-
ing our current 
by-laws, policies, 
procedures, advocacy platforms, 
and the last 5 years of Board of 
Trustee action items. We also had 
a mo‘okuauhau of all current poli-
cies drawn up, so we have a history 
and understanding of how these 
were developed over time. A study 
of how the other Ali‘i Trusts govern 
themselves, other native groups and 
governments both on the continent 
and abroad, with an international 
context, were looked at. 

After many hours of research 
and meetings here are the outcomes 
of this group’s efforts. The Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs is restructur-
ing it governance starting from the 
top down. These 5 elements were 
adopted by the Board of Trustees 
which will carry us forward to the 
next phases of the transition into 

new governance; 
1. Identity: Ho‘oulu Lähui Aloha, 

a State Agency with the 
responsibility to manage 
a Trust, that identifies and 
operates more similarly to 
Ali‘i Trusts with a lähui 
mindset

2. Values and Mana: 
Acknowledging the sur-
rounding intangible yet 
invaluable roles of this in 
governance

3. Statutory Basis: OHA 
was established under the 
Hawai‘i Constitution, 
article XII, section 5, with 
powers described in article 

XII, section 6, HRS chapter 10 pro-
vides that OHA is meant to address 
the needs of the Native Hawaiian 
People.

4. Policies: There will be 3 distinct 
levels of policies. L-Lähui Policies / 

T-Trustee Policies / 
C-CEO policies.

5. Supporting 
documents and 
Practices: BOT 
Executive Policy 
Manual, Opera-
tions Manual, 
standard operating 
procedures, guide-
lines, operating 
manual, and con-
sistent practices. 

The development 
of Lähui policies is 

a new concept for OHA and at the 
time of this printing the work of that 
Permitted Interactive Group will have 
been completed and the next Group 
working on updating and revamp-
ing the by-laws will be half way thru 
their work. Other Groups will follow 
in suit to address Trustee Level Poli-
cies, CEO Level Policies, supporting 
documents and an implementation 
Permitted Interaction Group to over-
see the seamless transition over the 
newly drafted documents and that no 
holes are missed.

This is an exciting time at OHA. 
Between a new governance model, 
which will be more efficient, transpar-
ent, and with more accountability, and 
the coinciding work on the strategic 
plan there is much for beneficiaries to 
look forward to in the coming year. 

Restructuring OHA’s governance model

Brendon 
Kalei‘āina Lee

Vice Chair, 
Trustee, At-large

OHA’s new proposed governance model. 
- Illustration: Courtesy

Lāhui

Constitution, Chapter 10

By-Laws

Policies

Supporting Documents, 
Practices



L
ast month I wrote about OHA’s dual 
role to our beneficiaries, where I 
explained that OHA, on 
one hand, must manage 
and grow our land and 

financial assets while, on the other 
hand, spend from our financial 
assets in the present moment for 
the betterment of Native Hawai-
ians.

In today’s contemporary 
market economy, we do both by 
participating in the capital mar-
kets. In short, capital markets 
connect investors and funders 
(like OHA) with for-profit and 
non-profit organizations who 
have great projects and ideas but 
little capital. It is our fiduciary 
responsibility to maximize our 
participation in the capital markets to gain 
as high a return on investments as possible 
whether they are financial returns to grow 
our asset base or social returns to better our 
people.

How does OHA participate in the capital 
markets? 

You can think of us as an intermediary 
between the big for-profit realm of gov-
ernment and corporate bonds, the stock 
markets, real assets, and the international 
flow of currencies, and the smaller non-
profit realm of furthering Native Hawaiian 
socio-economic and cultural advancement. 
In this light, OHA participates in both the 
for-profit and non-profit capital markets. In 
OHA’s current capacity we participate in 
the for-profit capital markets by investing 
in global and domestic stocks, bonds, cash, 
and real assets so that the Native Hawai-
ian Trust Fund (NHTF) may increase its 
spending power over time; and we draw 
from these potential earnings and turn 
around and invest them in our communities 
through grants and loans. From every angle 
you look at OHA, you will see that the way 
we operate begins and ends by participating 
in some form in the for-profit or non-profit 
capital markets.

In this light, OHA’s entire existence is to 
use the global capital markets to uplift Native 
Hawaiians in our local capital markets. 

How does OHA participate in our local 
Native Hawaiian capital markets? 

Currently, we participate in the 
Hawai‘i-based capital markets 
with a lens that focuses this par-
ticipation on the socio-economic 
advancement of Native Hawai-
ians. We engage the Hawai‘i-based 
capital markets as investors and 
funders in three broad ways. These 
are:

1) Grants
a.  Community Grants: Large, 

institutional, programmatic, 
competitive.

b.  Kulia Grants: Small, insti-
tutional, programmatic, 
competitive.

c.  Sponsorships: Institutional, 
events, promotional, non-
competitive.

2) Loans
a.  Mälama & Hua Kanu Loan Pro-

grams: Small business, working 
capital

b.  Consumer Micro-Loan Program: 
Personal, emergency

3)  Hawai‘i Direct Investments: Hawai‘i 
real assets (land/property). 

Seen through the above three methods 
of participating in the Hawai‘i-based capi-
tal markets, it is clear that OHA has made 
a strong effort in understanding the capital 
needs of our beneficiaries and we are work-
ing to fill these gaps to the best of our ability. 
This is not to say that OHA can and should 
do more in filling more of the capital needs 
of our beneficiaries. Therefore, we are cur-
rently reassessing how the landscape of our 
beneficiaries’ socio-economic situations are 
evolving and maturing and we are excited to 
align our investments and funding with these 
evolving needs. We look forward to bring-
ing more money and resources back into our 
local native capital markets as the socio-eco-
nomic symbiotic relationship between our 
organization and our peoples’ needs matures 
and blossoms. We look forward to having this 
conversation with you in the near future and 
please reach out should you have questions 
and comments on further aligning OHA capi-
tal with beneficiary needs. 

Follow us:  /oha_hawaii  |    /oha_hawaii  |  Fan us:  /officeofhawaiianaffairs  |  Watch us:  /OHAHawaii mei2019  23LEO ‘ELELE
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OHA and the global and local capital markets

Dan  
Ahuna

Vice Chair, 
Trustee, Kaua‘i  
and Ni‘ihau

A
loha Mai Kakou!

As requested by 
many beneficiaries 
mailing me their 
thoughts on my April 

KWO article, I will update them 
on what followed per their 
requests. As we know, the Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs is one of the 
most important Hawaiian eco-
nomic institutions that collectively 
along with Kamehameha Schools, 
Queen Liliuokalani Trust, Queen’s 
and the DHHL release millions 
of dollars into our state’s economy…in the 
form of thousands of consultant contracts, 
construction projects, commercial develop-
ments, jobs, grants, and of course, tourism 
(where much of Waikïkï landmarks sit on 
ceded lands). 

Let me share with you a handwritten 
letter (among others) I received from a 
Maui beneficiary regarding his concerns 
after reading my April article:

“Aloha Trustee Ahu Isa,
I’ve just received my April copy of Ka 

Wai Ola, and on the front page, it shows 
the future generation and their plans. After 
reviewing the entire issue and reading the 
comments from each trustee, I came across 
your feature and I am impressed on your 
NO vote about the sewage plant being 
proposed for the water front in Kaka‘ako 
Makai. I’ve retired from the Construction 
Industry after 25 years of service back in 
September of 1995. I have installed water, 
drain, and sewer pipes and worked on 
enlarging giant sewage water holes with 
“live” sewage in the connection process, 
and it does”stink”, and especially if you are 
down wind, you really become sweet smell-
ing so to speak. Each time there’s a sewage 
spill on O‘ahu where does it go? Where do 
you think “leakage” from a sewage plant in 
Kaka‘ako Makai will go?

I am not a scholar nor schooled person, 
but common sense will tell you…Where did 
all the sewage spills on Maui and O‘ahu 
go over the years…All developers in the 

sewage industry will always go 
to other properties and try to con-
vince them that it will be “clean 
with quality air for the entire 
region”, but as soon as a sewage 
spill occurs, they (city county, 
state) will start passing the blame 
elsewhere. Take care of the ‘Äina 
and the ‘Äina will take care of 
you. This is my personal response 
to your views and comments. I 
don’t usually get so involved, but 
when I come across a very impor-
tant subject, I get very concerned. 

When I was working in Kapalua on con-
structing a parking lot, and we were told to 
move a few 100 year old Monkey pod trees 
for a sewer line (and a small building to 
house it), I talked to the architect to please 
move the building 5 feet and save the trees. 
The architect looked at me like I was crazy 
and I told him that on paper everything is 
flat…but out in the field, it is a lot different. 
Guess what? He moved the Building!…and 
saved the trees and the parking lot benefited 
as the trees gave shade, and they are still 
there TODAY! Just Plain and Simple, Me 
(happily retired) Makawao, Maui

Note: Name withheld for security and 
privacy reasons.

Update:
A letter was sent by OHA’s CEO to 

Mayor Caldwell after the Board of Trustees 
passed a motion at their March 6th meet-
ing which authorized OHA staff to resume 
negotiations with the City for this project. 
Thereafter, OHA’s counsel contacted ENV’s 
Deputy Corporation Counsel to relay this 
information and offered to facilitate a face-
to-face meeting to see if an agreement can 
be reached with the City concerning the 
disposition of Lot I.

SCR46 (Senate Concurrent Resolution 
46 “approving sale of certain lands owned 
by OHA to the City and County of Hono-
lulu) died. Yay!

Me ka ha‘aha‘a, A hui hou until next 
month, Trustee Lei Ahu Isa 

Update on last month’s article: Why I voted No on 
authorizing OHA’s Administration to start negotiat-
ing to build a sewage plant…

Leina‘ala  
Ahu Isa, Ph.D.

Trustee, At-large

oha.orgStay connected.

from mauka to makai… and online!

https://www.oha.org/


H
ealth is wealth. And 
without that we just 
can’t function prop-
erly. And it’s clear for 
our people that unfortu-

nately, we do end up having a lot 
of health issues.

A lot of it comes down to life-
style. We know that it’s the food 
that we intake, it’s the lives that 
we live. We don’t always get the 
proper amounts of sleep, we have 
stresses at work, and it’s very dif-
ferent from what prior generations 
have had to deal with.

In generations past, some of us were fish-
ermen, some of us were farmers. And our 
food was a lot more basic, it was cleaner. 
And we didn't have certain things like all 
this meat, like cattle which does affect your 
health.

Today, the less healthy option is often 
more affordable than the healthier option, or 
a fresher option. It might be more affordable 
to purchase a candy bar versus an apple. 
And between the two, the candy bar is prob-
ably not the best choice. 

Our challenge today is to find a balance 
and routines that enable a cleaner, or more 
well-rounded, colorful diet. Physical activ-
ity is also very important. Sometimes when 
I do have some rare downtime, I take the 
opportunity to go walk up the stairs, stroll 

with a friend or go walk the dogs. 
And after a few days, it becomes 
like a hobby, a new lifestyle. 

My professional background 
is in government, public rela-
tions and marketing, but some 
of the work I’m most proud of is 
my work combining agriculture 
and education. I worked with the 
Hawai‘i Agricultural Foundation 
to teach children where their food 
comes from, the importance of 
agriculture, and that it is a viable 
and good industry to enter. We 
worked in public schools to pro-

vide opportunities for students to plant 
seeds and to visit farms. And for some stu-
dents, it would be the first time that they 
would experience that part of nature and our 
food system. Teachers shared with me that 
it was a favorite part of the school day for 
their students. And one keiki shared with 
me how, because of the program, they had 
been teaching their parents, grandparents, 
and their siblings about what they had 
learned. They started a garden at home and 
were proudly incorporating homegrown 
vegetables into their meals. 

There are many avenues for us to pursue 
to build a healthier community, and many 
sources that we can pull from. We can pull 
from Western sources, Eastern sources, and 
also the incredible richness of our culture. 
We can bring all of these pieces together 
to create a healthier future for our lähui. 

Balancing past and present to  
create a healthier community
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I
t’s been over two years since 
the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
Board of Trustees unanimously 
approved an independent audit 
of OHA and its limited liability 

companies for fraud, waste and 
abuse. $500,000 was appropri-
ated and a top national financial 
services firm was engaged.

To date, not even a progress 
report has been provided to the 
public despite ample time and 
resources having been dedicated 
to complete the task. And now 
the OHA Trustees have voted 
8 to 1 (I was the lone NO vote) 
to stretch the audit’s completion date to 
December 2019. That will be almost three 
years since the audit was approved, and will 
bypass the ending of the CEO’s current con-
tract. What’s going on?

Excuses, Excuses…
One excuse given for extending the 

deadline for the audit is that OHA’s time 
and resources were constrained by events 
like the state Auditor’s report released in 
February 2018, the Attorney General’s 
investigation into OHA, and the November 
2018 election. But the fact is, an organiza-
tion the size of OHA has the resources to 
comply with the audit. It is my opinion that 
the Board of Trustees failed to compel the 
organization to do so.

Another excuse is that there’s no need for 
this audit, due to the many other audits OHA 
undergoes on a regular basis. However, the 
independent audit was created to dig deeper 
than these routine audits, to ferret out fraud, 
waste and abuse in OHA’s and the LLCs’ 
procurement practices and contracts. No 
other audit of OHA is as comprehensive as 
the independent audit was designed to be, 
not even that of the State Auditor.

A third excuse for the delay is obstacles 
in auditing the OHA-owned LLCs, despite 
the fact that the OHA Board ordered the 
LLCs to comply. The problem? One can 
only guess, as a cloak of secrecy has cov-
ered any deliberation on this matter. 

Cloud of Concern
Whatever the reason for the 

delay, OHA’s failure to complete 
the independent audit has gener-
ated a cloud of concern. The state 
Attorney General has been investi-
gating OHA, and state lawmakers 
have introduced resolutions and 
attached language to OHA’s own 
proposed budget and public lands 
trust legislation, requiring an audit 
of the OHA LLCs. 

Crisis of Credibility
OHA has been mired in an 

ongoing crisis of credibility, and 
the delay in completing the audit 

is further damaging OHA’s reputation. In 
2015, OHA commissioned a scientific survey 
conducted by SMS Research. Among those 
surveyed, OHA ranked least favorable among 
Hawaiian-serving institutions. Perceptions 
of poor management and failure to represent 
the Hawaiian people effectively were the top 
rationales for the low ranking.

Action by OHA Trustees is Needed
The expiration of the current CEO’s contract 

in July will present an opportunity Trustees 
must take seriously. Trustees must perform 
their due diligence to select a CEO candidate 
eminently capable of restoring OHA’s cred-
ibility. This person must be qualified and 
motivated to guarantee the completion of the 
audit without interference or further delay.

Trustees must also assert the political 
courage amongst themselves to complete 
the independent audit, and declare that “the 
buck stops here.” Doing so is the only way 
to get an accurate and complete picture of 
the agency’s financial condition. And that 
is essential to bettering the conditions of 
OHA’s beneficiaries, our ultimate purpose.

Finally, OHA must create a culture of 
transparency. The agency should welcome 
the scrutiny of a thorough review, rather 
than delay it. And all beneficiaries should be 
watching closely to help ensure the audit is not 
delayed again or hindered by weak excuses.

Toward this end, E Hana Käkou!/Let’s 
Work Together! 

Where is the promised audit  
for fraud, waste and abuse?

Keli‘i  
Akina, Ph.D.

Trustee,  
At-large

Kaleihikina  
Akaka

Trustee, At-large

www.oha.org/comsurvey

Share your mana‘o!
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You can help inform the O�  ce of Hawaiian 
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I have invited Trisha Kehaulani Watson to 
express her views about Maunakea. The fol-
lowing are her thoughts.

T
here are places on this 
planet so beautiful that 
to simply stand still in 
its aesthetic landscape 
leaves you with a sense 

of wonder. 
Hawai‘i is blessed to have many 

such places, but none are quite as 
majestic as Maunakea. 

Standing at the summit of Mau-
nakea, you have no doubt why our 
küpuna saw fit to identify it as 
the meeting place of heaven and 
earth. It is the piko of our cosmos, 
and dawn of our time. 

For every Hawaiian, every mo‘okü‘auhau 
takes us home to Maunakea. 

The continued development and mismanage-
ment of our mauna by the University of Hawai‘i 
is not only shameful, it is painful. It is unfor-
tunate outsiders view our grief as anger; the 
struggle to protect Maunakea is not a conflict 
of science and culture. Rather it is the contin-
ued effort to have our worldview respected by 
those who refuse to see that indigenous ways of 
knowing have much to offer. 

Indigenous peoples, including Native 
Hawaiians, have spoken for millennia for 
the necessity of living in kinship with the 
world around us. Our sciences and knowl-
edges have always been tools to enhance 
life and sustainability. We have never 
viewed the advancement of knowledge as 
a means of destruction. 

There is no disputing the harmful impacts 
the TMT Observatory will have on our 
mauna. The Final EIS reads: “From a cumu-
lative perspective, the impact of the past and 
present actions on cultural, archaeological, 
and historic resources is substantial, sig-
nificant, and adverse; these impacts would 
continue to be substantial, significant, and 
adverse with the consideration of the [TMT] 
Project and other reasonably foreseeable 
future actions.” 

Whether intentional or not, the con-
tinued development of Maunakea comes 

at too high a cost. The path of 
destruction that will lead to the 
observatory is not only physical 
but spiritual. 

Proponents of the project 
eagerly point to the scholarship 
monies being given as compen-
sation for the desecration, but 
is this really the lesson we want 
to be teaching our keiki? That 
desecration is acceptable at the 
right price? Is this who we are as 
Hawaiians? 

All the money in the world will 
mean nothing if we do not have 

clean water, if our lands can no longer grow 
food, if we have no sacred spaces to com-
mune with our Akua and our küpuna.

We are the first scientists of this ‘äina. We 
are the designers of loko i‘a, the engineers 
of lo‘i kalo, the builders of wa‘a. It is time 
for the University, as a “Hawaiian place of 
learning,” to give up their crusade to con-
quer our mountain. There is no good ending 
that can come from continuing this conflict. 

The University has demonstrated that it 
cannot effectively manage this sacred space. 
It has developed within the conservation 
zone uncontrollably for years. It continues 
to fail on its timelines and obligations as a 
manager. 

It is time for the development of Mau-
nakea to stop.

A determination by the University to stop 
the further development of the TMT obser-
vatory would not be simple. There may be 
legal complications. Many would surely be 
unhappy with the outcome. 

Such a decision would not be easy, but it 
would be right. And I only hope that in these 
days when emotions are high, and the con-
flict is seemingly overwhelming, the leaders 
at the University and state call upon the 
better angels of their nature to find the grace 
and courage to do what is honorable by our 
land, our people, and our Maunakea. 

W
hen we think about Lead-
ership. Most of us I think 
think about 
leadership in 
the ‘traditional 

sense.’ Myself included. We 
think of Leaders of Nations. 
Presidents. Like John F. Kennedy 
or Franklin D. Roosevelt. Prime 
Ministers. Like Justin Trudeau or 
Benjamin Netanyahu. Dictators. 
Like Adolf Hitler or Benito Mus-
solini. Queen’s wearing diamond 
studded crowns. Like Elizabeth of 
the United Kingdom or Grace of 
Monaco. 

I saw the ‘light’ many years 
ago. As a community-based advo-
cate. Who was surrounded by leaders of 
every hue. Judges. Public Defenders. Police 
Captains. Firefighters. Coaches. Teachers. 
Farmers. Politicians. Doctors. The list is 
endless. I could go on and on. In the interest 
of time. I’ll get to my ‘take away’ message. 
Which is. There are many. Right in our 
midst. Who commit! Their time, treasure, 
gifts and energy to ‘bettering conditions’ for 
their communities.’ EVERYDAY. All across 
our Big island.

I hope you’re enjoying our series on local 
leaders through our KWO column. Featuring 
Kanaka from Moku O Keawe. Kanaka right 
around us. Up close and personal. Who! In 
their own, quiet, humble way. Work tire-
lessly to ‘better conditions’ for our people.’ 
Most. Whether they’re getting assistance 
or not. From OHA! Are not waiting with 
outstretched hand. They just roll up their 
sleeves. And, do what they must do. Serve 
unselfishly. Without complaining.

Hawaiian education. I think of our 
Hawaiian focused Charter Schools. Most 
especially. Susie Osborne and her crew at 
Kua O Ka Lä. Now at a new location in Hilo. 
The recent eruption consumed their beau-
tiful well established campus on the Puna 
Coast in 2018. Susie. Her teachers, staff and 
community regrouped. And quickly. Rebuilt 
their beloved school. I think of our folks at 
Ka ‘Umeke in Hilo. ‘Ehunuikaimalino in 
Kona Hema. I think of Hannah, Taffi, Katie 

and Janlyn at KALO. The Kanu O Ka ‘Äina 
Learning ‘Ohana in Waimea. I think of the 

Board members. Administrations. 
Teachers. Staff. Community 
resource folks. Students. Not 
only here on Moku O Keawe. 
At all of our Charter Schools. 
Across the pae‘äina. Employing 
daily. An Education With Aloha 
curricula. Doing their utmost to 
prepare our haumana for the 21st 
Century. But in no way. Forsak-
ing the truth of the past. And, the 
historical and cultural trauma we 
have had to endure as the First 
People of these islands. 

Hawaiian Health. I think of 
Uncle Louis Hao, Aunty Edna and the Hui 
Mälama Ola Nä ‘Öiwi ‘ohana in Hilo. Who 
with a thin and shrinking federal budget are 
doing their best to deliver health services 
and resources to East Hawai‘i. I think of 
Dr. Claren Kealoha at Kïpuka O Ke Ola 
(KOKO). Claren was featured several issues 
ago. All the good work. She and her crew are 
doing in South Kohala. In behavioral health 
primarily. As well as in primary care.

Homestead Development. I think of 
what Uncle Pat and folks are doing and have 
done for the Keaukaha Homestead. For 
twenty years. Keaukaha fought for a new 
cafeteria. With persistence. Refusing to take 
‘no can’ for an answer. The result. Today. 
Keaukaha has a lot to ‘smile’ about. There’s 
Sam Walker and the La‘i‘Öpua 2020 group. 
Bo Kahui, La‘i‘Öpua’s Executive Director, 
will be featured in an upcoming article. It’s 
truly amazing. All that is happening at the 
Villages of Kaniohale and La‘i‘Öpua under 
L2020’s leadership. With the Kailapa Home-
stead Association (Maka‘ala Kanealii) in 
Kawaihae. And, with the Waimea Hawaiian 
Homesteader’s Association (Mike Hodson). 
Mike’s Waimea Nui development concept 
(economic sovereignty template) is truly 
intriguing. So much nü ‘oli (good news) 
to tell of. Impossible to do in 600 words. 
Please stay tuned for more. Aloha. 

Leadership We are Maunakea 

Robert K.  
Lindsey, Jr.

Trustee, Hawai‘i

560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Ste. 200, Honolulu, HI 96817
Phone: 808.594.1888 | Email: hireg@oha.org

560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Ste. 200, Honolulu, HI 96817

For more information visit 
www.oha.org/registry
For more information visit For more information visit 

Get  registered!

560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Ste. 200, Honolulu, HI 96817

Get  registered!Get  registered!Get 
registered!Missing your mo‘opuna?

Planning or having family reunion? Print 
a notice in the Ka Wai Ola. Email what 

you would like to print to kwo@oha.org 
by the 15th for the next month’s edition. 

Follow us:  /oha_hawaii  |    /oha_hawaii  |  Fan us:  /officeofhawaiianaffairs  |  Watch us:  /OHAHawaii mei2019  25LEO ‘ELELE
TRUSTEE MESSSAGES

Carmen “Hulu”  
Lindsey

Trustee, Maui

https://www.oha.org/registry
mailto:kwo@oha.org
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AKUNA – The descendants of Goo Tong Akuna/ 
Puakailima Kaholokula and Goo Tong Akuna/
Chang Shee (aka Chang Oe) will be holding their 
12th family reunion on Maui, Hawai‘i on July 12 
& 13, 2019. This event will be held at the Mayor 
Hannibal Tavares Community Center (aka Pukalani 
Community Center). All descendants of Ah Ki 
Akuna, Apiu Akuna, Ah Chuck Goo Akuna, Mary 
Ah Pin Chung-Leong, Hannah Ah Han Ah Fong, 
Mabel Ah Lan Alana Wallace, Jack Pun San Akuna, 
Henrietta Ah Hong Apo, Malia Maria Naehu, 
Edward K. Akuna, Agnes Neki Igarta, Lawrence 
Goo, Yeh Wah Goo, Sing Kum Goo, Sim Goo, 
and Choy Goo are invited to attend. For more info: 
Check out website: gootongakuna2019.com (reg-
istration form available) or email us at akuna-
gootong2019@gmail.com or call Blair Kitkowski 
at (808) 877-4200 (9:30 to 5:30) or email Patti 
Kitkowski at pattik808@gmail.com.

ALAWA NAKIKE KAU AKI – Tutu Daisey 
Alawa Nakike Kau Aki Gathering. Her descen-
dants are invited to the 100th anniversary of her 
passing on Saturday, June 1, 2019, at the Mänoa 
Valley Theater/Mänoa Hawaiian Cemetery, 2822 
E. Mänoa Rd., Honolulu. Graveyard Cleanup 9 
a.m. – 10:30 a.m. followed by a pot-luck lunch. 
Bring your own tools, chairs, leis, etc. Further 
inquires contact your ‘Ohana Rep. or email  
rosejuly.yam@gmail.com.

KAAA REUNION – Saturday, November 9th, 
2019, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Zablan Beach, Nänäkuli 
(across from Nänäkuli Ranch). This is a potluck 
affair. Everyone come and meet your ‘ohana. This 
is the last Kaaa Reunion I’ll be having due to health 
reasons. Ti shirts and tank tops will be available as 

well as genealogy books. Please contact me - Jeanne 
Kaaa Kahanoi at 808-354-7365.

LINCOLN – Descendants of Lorenzo Lincoln. 
The ‘Ohana Lincoln Reunion Committee is planning 
our next family reunion for Friday, June 21 (family 
tour) and Saturday, June 22, 2019 (at Hale Hälawai) 
in Kona. Reaching out to the descendants of Lorenzo 
Lincoln! Please contact the following Committee 
Members for more information: Rowena Lincoln 
at 808-497-1219, email: Ehulani822@yahoo.com, 
or Jonna Robello at 808-256-7817. (If neither of us 
answers the phone, leave a message please.)

HEEN/MEHEULA – Calling all descen-
dants of Chung Mook Heen, known in Hawai‘i as 
Harry A. HEEN married Mary (Mele) Helemika 
Keaukahalani MEHEULA. Known Children: 
William Ha‘eha‘e Heen, Afong Waianuenue, Phoebe 
Kaenaokalani, Moses Keli‘iolono Heen, Eliza 
(Lulu) Lulukamakani, Ernest Nalanielua; Robert 
Kanehailua Kekuaiwahia, Edward Kahakelehua, 
and George Keawe-a-meheula. Harry may have 
had other wife’s, we are hoping to connect with 
that ‘Ohana as well. We are in the planning stag-
es but are looking to do a family reunion some-
time in 2020 on O‘ahu. Please contact Teave Heen  
808-870-7656 teavehee@gmail.com or Curtsi Heen 
curtis.heen@yahoo.com.

WOOLSEY– The descendants of George Woolsey 
and Mary Tripp are planning a family reunion 
on July 12-14, 2019 at One Ali‘i Park, Moloka‘i, 
Hawai‘i. George Woolsey and Mary Tripp had 
ten children, all of whom have produced descen-
dants: George “Buddy” (Bertha) Woolsey Jr., 
Annie (Herbert) Kahikina, Mary “Kaekae” (Billy) 
Spencer, Lawrence “Kanila” (Ku’uipo) Woolsey, 
James “Kimo” Woolsey, Marion “Tita” (George) 

Gramberg, Robert “Bobby” (Napua) Woolsey, 
William “Bill” (Julie) Woolsey, Edwin “Eddie” 
(Jackie) Woolsey, and Fredrick “Fifi/Fred” (Doris/
Joyce) Woolsey. We will talk story, have music, 
games, enjoy each other’s company and have geneal-
ogy updates during the reunion. Camping is allowed 
for a small fee. For more information, please email:  
ohanawoolsey@gmail.com. 

MOORE – Calling all descendants of George 
Keikeinaaloha Moore and Alice Hatsuko Moore 
including: Esther (Kammery) Lee and descendants, 
Edith (Lawrence) Adriano and descendants, Mathias 
(Gwen) Moore and descendants, Joshua (Esther) 
Waikoloa and descendants, Matilda (Herbert) Lee 
and descendants, Katherine (Cisco) Valeho and 
descendants and Bernard (Pamela) Moore and 
descendants. The Odo-Waikoloa-Moore 2019 fam-
ily reunion is scheduled for Saturday July 13, 2019 
at the Ala Moana Beach Park beginning at 9 am. 
Please join us to renew relationships, meet new addi-
tions, play games, talk story, eat and ensure that the 
keiki know their ‘ohana. For more information email  
rleong04@yahoo.com.

WAIPA – The descendants of Waiaha (Kahaipo) 
Waipa and Pilialoha Kahilihiwa are planning a fami-
ly reunion on October 11, 12 and 13 at the Haili Tent 
at Panaewa, Hilo on the Big Island. The following 
of their 12 children had off-springs: Waiaha Waipa 
(m. Napua Kaukini, aka Alice Waipa); Leialoha 
Waipa (m. Kook Fai Akaka; m. Li Tai Ta Ah 
Hee); Kaamoku Waipa (m. Loke “Rose” Purdy); 
Limaloa Waipa (m. Kahikini “Lucy” Kaukini); 
Hanakahi Waipa (m. Margaret Moku); Kanani “aka 
Puakomela” Waipa (m. Benjamin Ili); Abraham 
“Apela” Waipa, Sr. (m. Cecilia Kupihe; m. Elizabeth 
Kainoamakua “Makalia” Kapea). Times and events 
planned are October 11, 5:00pm - Pot Luck Pupus 

and Sharing of family trees; October 12, 12:00pm - 
Workshops, Late Lunch-Early Dinner; October 13, 
11:00am - Talk story and light lunch. Contact Krissy 
Santa Maria 808-756-4951 or Leona Leialoha 808-
315-9977 for more information.

‘IMI ‘OHANA • FAMILY SEARCH
CULLEN – Looking for genealogy records for 
my great grandmother on my father’s side. Mary 
Cullen 1869-1920 married John Fernandez 1860-
1939. Their daughter Madeline Fernandez Colburn. 
Please call or text Pauahi Colburn at 722-8400. 
Mahalo nui.

ESTRELLA/SOEIRO – My ‘ohana and I are 
planning a summer reunion this year on July 6, 
2019 at Pu‘uohala Camp Park, Wailuku, Maui. 
The OHA newspaper has advertised my G-G-
Grandparents “Estrella/Soeiro” information these 
last couple months. I have found more information 
going back to the 1600s on this line due to a friend 
that did this work which is appreciated. My e-mail 
also has changed to: ulu2ohia3@gmail.com

GRAMBERG – Searching for the descendants 
or any related ‘ohana of Herman Gramberg and 
Rose Anakalea. Children of Herman and Rose are 
Herman “Waha”, Theresa, George, Vivian, Henry 
“Heine”, Darilynn, and Rosebud. Looking to update 
genealogical information. Please email gramberg 
ohana1@gmail.com. Any inforomation shared is 
greatly appreciated. Mahalo!

HANAWAHINE/KEAUMAU/KEAWE – 
Looking for the descendants/ancestors of Soloman 
Hanawahine(1874-1921) and Kane Keaumau 
Keawe of Ho‘okena, South Kona. Kane later 
changed her name to Alice Keawe. Together they 
had the following known children and (spous-
es); Joseph Hanawahine changed to Kanawahine 
(Koleka Paauhau), George H. K. Hanawahine Sr.(1st 
wife: Victoria Kaupu 2nd: Julia Keala), Samuel 
K. Hanawahine (1st wife: Julia Keauhou 2nd: 
Miriam Dela Cruz), Mary Hanawahine born Kane 
(Henry Kaioula), Eva Hanawahine (Henry John 
Silva), Sophie Hanawahine (Fabiano Kealoha), Katy 
Hanawahine (Yan Gen Pil), and Rachel Hanawahine 
(Albert Kamai). Any information on our ‘ohana’s 
moku‘au‘hau will be valued. Please contact Quiana 
Danielson-Vaielua by phone 808-371-9660 or email 
quianakdv@gmail.com. I am the great-great grand-
daughter of Soloman Hanawahine and Kane Keawe, 
great granddaughter of Samuel Hanawahine and 
Miriam, and grand of Naomi Hanawahine.

KAIWA – Looking for descendants or relat-
ed ‘Ohana Members of ‘BILL KAIWA’, aka 
‘SOLOMAN ANI. Please contact ROBERTA 
BOLLIG 320-248-3656 or flh63kb@yahoo.com 
MAHALO! 

KALAUPAPA – Are you looking for an ancestor 
at Kalaupapa? Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, a nonprofit 
organization made up of Kalaupapa residents, fam-
ily members and friends, might be able to help. We 
have information on more than 7,000 people sent 
to Kalaupapa. Contact ‘Ohana Coordinator Valerie 
Monson at vmonson@kalaupapaohana.org or call 
808-573-2746.

KAMAKAU – Looking for anyone with infor-
mation on Abigaila Ellen Hakalaniponi (also 
known as Poni) Kamakau. Born at Kaopipa/
Kaupipa, Kipahulu, Maui on September 3, 1850 
and died at Kahehuna (Honolulu) on January 
20, 1884. Please contact 808-366-0847 or  
lruby@hawaii.edu.

KAMEKONA/LOA/KAHAWAI – Searching 
for genealogy, family members, foster or hänai 
records for my Great Grandmother, ROSE HIWA 
KAMEKONA, born June 15, 1909, 1st marriage 
to George Loa 1927 (one child with/Rose Loa/now 
Rose Lani), 2nd marriage to Francis Kahawai 1928 
- 1929 (three children with), deceased 1935. I am the 
grand-daughter of Rose Loa/Lani, great grand daugh-
ter to ROSE HIWA KAMEKONA. Please call/leave 
message/text Luana @ (808) 450-0103 or email  
lkeliikoa3@gmail.com.

KEAWE – Looking for genealogy records or fam-
ily members for my grandmother Hannah Keawe 
born 1875 in North Kohala, HI. Married my grand-
father Henry K. Iaea born 1880 in Ka‘u, HI. 
Married 1901 Hon. Territory of Hawai‘i birth 1896-
1909. Index by name of mother Keawe Hannah, 
father Henry K. Iaea - child Elizabeth Kalua born 
7/19/1898 in North Kohala. Please call Ned Iaea 
808-979-1800 or 808-426-1061. Mahalo!

KINA/LINCOLN/BAILEY – We are looking for 
the descendants of the unions of Meleana Kaimuali‘i 
Kina (Moloka‘i) and George Walter Lincoln, Nellie 
Lihue Lincoln and Charles Anson Bailey (Maui), 
Nellie Lihue Bailey (Maui) and John Domingo 
Joyce, Pearl “Peachie” Marie K. Bailey (Maui) 
and West LaFortune, Meleana Wahineho‘ohano 
Nui (Maui/Moloka‘i) and Samuel Moewale Kaleo 
(brother to Charles Lui Ko‘oko‘o and Kunewa 
Moewale). We are planning a reunion for October 
2018. Please contact us at: oct2018.reunion@gmail.
com or call Phyllis @291-5826, Kanani @ 674-
6679, or Moana @ 744-9901. Kuemo (-no)/Kolaimo 
– Looking for descendants of Japanese drifters who 
came to O‘ahu in 1841, much earlier than the first 
Japanese immigrants came to Hawai‘i. Kuemo or 
Kuemono (original name is Goemon) came from 
Tosa, Japan and he naturalized to the Kingdom of 
Hawai‘i on Jan 10, 1845. He lived in Honouliuli 
as a farmer from 1847 and seems to married to a 
Hawaiian lady “Hina” on May 20, 1851 according 
to marriage record. I am also looking for descen-
dants of Kolaimo, who’s original name is Toraemon 
of Tosa, Japan and naturalized to the Kingdom of 
Hawai‘i on Feb 13, 1847. He worked as a carpen-
ter under Mr. Heart, married to a Hawaiian lady and 
died in O‘ahu. Please contact Harry 808-777-9187 
or harryporterkiawe@gmail.com Mahalo!

KEKUKU APUAKEHAU – Looking for lin-
eage from Joseph Kekukupena Apuakehau, 1857-
1936, and Miliama “Miriam” Kaopua, 1857-1919, 
to Kalaimanokaho‘owaha also known as Kana‘ina 
nui (Big Island Ali‘i), circa 1778, to Alapa‘i Nui 
(Big Island King, 1725-1754). Any and all informa-
tion will be greatly appreciate. Mahalo! Please send 
email to Miriam: matar02@Hawaiiantel.net.

KAUKA – Looking for descendants or relat-
ed ‘ohana members of Deborah Chan Loy (DOB: 
about 1885) Please contact Glenn Ventura at gdven-
tura44@gmail.com. Mainly trying to locate sisters 
of my mother Irene Loy (DOB: 1914) Married John 
Ventura of Kihei. Sisters: Lillian, Saddie (Sadie), 
Warma (Velma) and Agnes Kauka.

MAKUA – Looking for descendants or relat-
ed ‘ohana members of Henry K. Makua (year of 
birth: 1907, Honolulu) Father: Joseph K. Makua, 
Mother: Mary Aukai, Sisters: Malia and Mele, 
Sons: Henery and Donald Makua. Joseph and 
Mary may have orginated from Kaua‘i. Looking 
for genealogical information. Please contact –  
emakua.makua@gmail.com. Mahalo!

NAGAI/CASTOR/KAMA/MAU/KAUPU 
– Nagai’s, Castor’s, Kama’s, Mau’s and Kaupu’s are 
planning a reunion of all first cousins and ‘ohana 
on October 10–13, 2019 to be held at Pilila‘au 
Army Recreational Center in Wai‘anae. Please con-
tact Nani Castor-Peck at 206-612-0636 or Tavia 
Santiago at 808-590-4005 or email Ellen Schaff at 
chevyxtreme2@yahoo.com.

WAIOLAMA – Searching for family members 
and genealogical records of George (‘Ainaahiahi/
Kaaniaahiahi) Waiolama born about June 5, 1892 
in Kahakuloa, Maui. Mother: Kawao Kaainaahiahi 
Kahakuloa, Maui. Father: (George Sr.) Waiolama 
of Wailuku, Maui. George Jr. is a half brother of 
my grandmother Elizabeth “Lizzie” Leialoha Cook. 
Also, family members of Waiolama on O‘ahu, 
Helemano area, who was a brother in law of 3x 
great uncle Konohiki Namahana (Mahoe) (if this 
is the one and same Waiolama family?). Please 
contact Sissy Akui at kealohamaiole@gmail.com. 
Mahalo! 

E na- ‘ohana Hawai‘i: If you are planning a reunion or looking for genealogical information, Ka Wai Ola will print your listing at no charge on a space-available basis. Listings should 
not exceed 200 words. OHA reserves the right to edit all submissions for length. Send your information by mail, or e-mail kwo@OHA.org. E ola na- mamo a Ha- loa! 

HO‘OHUI ‘OHANA
FAMILY REUNIONS

HO‘OHUI ‘OHANA
FAMILY REUNIONS

Let HI-PTAC assist you with our free services: daily listings of federal, state & county bids; 
workshops; and counseling to help you navigate the process and market your product or service.

We now have neighbor islands staff to serve you. Our grant with the U.S. Defense Logistics 
Agency was recently renewed for up to 3 years. The Small Business Development Center (SBDC) 
is a subrecipient under our new gant. To receive assistance on the neighbor islands, please call:

Main: 596-8990, ext. 1007
Main number services the following islands: 
Hilo, Kona, Maui, Lāna‘i, Moloka‘i, Kaua‘i and O‘ahu.

Register with us today: hiptac.ecenterdirect.com

Ready to go after government contracts? 

COLOR SWATCHES

LOGO WITH WHITE BORDER

LOGO REVERSED IN BLUE

For information, contact our office at:  
ptac@hookipaipai.org or 808-596-8990 ext. 1007

711 Kapi‘olani Blvd., Ste. 111, Honolulu, HI 96813
Validated parking at Pacific Park Plaza parking structure on Curtis Street

Funded by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs (OHA) and U.S. Defense Logistics Agency.

http://www.hiptac.org/


Classified ads only $12.50 - Type or clearly write your ad of no more than 175 characters (including spaces and punctuation) and mail, along with a check 
for $12.50, to: Ka Wai Ola Classifieds, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200, Honolulu, HI 96817. Make check payable to OHA. 
(We cannot accept credit cards.) Ads and payment must be received by the 15th for the next month's edition of Ka Wai Ola. Send your information by mail, 
or e-mail kwo@oha.org with the subject “Makeke/Classified.” OHA reserves the right to refuse any advertisement, for any reason, at our discretion.

HONOLULU
560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Ste. 200, 

Honolulu, HI 96817
Phone: 808.594.1888 
Fax: 808.594.1865

EAST HAWAI‘I (HILO)
Wailoa Plaza, Suite 20-CDE 

399 Hualani Street
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Phone: 808.933.3106
Fax: 808.933.3110

WEST HAWAI‘I (KONA)
75-1000 Henry St., Ste. 205

Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
Phone: 808.327.9525 
Fax: 808.327.9528

MOLOKA‘I
Ku-lana ‘O

-
iwi, P.O. Box 1717

Kaunakakai, HI 96748
Phone: 808.560.3611 
Fax: 808.560.3968

LĀNA‘I
P.O. Box 631413, 

Lāna’i City, HI 96763
Phone: 808.565.7930 

Fax: 808.565.7931

KAUA‘I / NI‘IHAU
4405 Kukui Grove St., Ste. 103

Lı̄ hu‘e, HI 96766-1601
Phone: 808.241.3390 
Fax: 808.241.3508

MAUI
33 Lono Ave., Suite 480
Kahului, HI 96732-1636
Phone: 808.873.3364 

Fax: 808.873.3361

WASHINGTON, D.C.
211 K Street NE

Washington D.C., 20002
Phone: 202.506.7238
Fax: 202-629-4446
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THE MARKETPLACE

HAWAIIAN MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY 
- Garden of Lakeside Musicians. Lot 34, 
Section D, Site 3, $6,000. If interested, 
please leave message (808) 386-4905 
Laura. Thank you.

HAWAIIAN MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY 
- Käne‘ohe, O‘ahu, Garden of Peace, Lot 
95, Section C. Sites 2-3-4. $8,000 each. 
Contact Rachel (808) 443-7232.

HAWAIIAN MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY 
Käne‘ohe Garden Central, Lot 21, Sec-
tion D - Site 1. Prime location. Plot 
could be used for 2 caskets “Double 
Site”. Selling for $5,000.00 or best 
offer. Contact Harold at 808-597-7716 
anytime.

HOMES WITH ALOHA - KANEHILI/
KAPOLEI 5 bedroom, 3 bath $650,000 
Leasehold-Charmaine I. Quilit Poki(R) 
(RB-15998) Keller Williams Honolulu 
(RB-21303) (808) 295-4474.

HOMES WITH ALOHA - KAPA‘AKEA/
MOLOKA‘I 2 bedrooms/2 bath OCEAN 
FRONT 15,339 sq.ft.lot. $350,000 
Leasehold- Charmaine I. Quilit Poki(R) 
(RB-15998) Keller Williams Honolulu 
(RB-21303) (808) 295-4474.

HOMES WITH ALOHA - WAIMEA/BIG 
ISLAND -Great condition, 2 bedroom / 1 
bath home on 10,000 sq.ft lot $300,000.
Leasehold-Charmaine I. Quilit Poki(R) 
( RB-15998) Keller Williams Honolulu 
(RB-21303) 808-295-4474.

MÄLAMA I NA KÜPUNA. Know Your Medi-
care Options - Medicare Advantage 
Plus, Medicare Supplement Insurance, 
Prescription Drug Plans; Dental, Vision 
& Hearing. Call Larry (KS ‘75) 808-304-
8271 or email lkiyohiro@yahoo.com.

STRONG FLAGS (KÄNAKA MAOLI/HAWAI-
IAN) (large 3'x5') for your truck or boat 
($10.00), T-shirts, tank tops with coat 

of arms or flag, 4" patches of Hawaiian 
coat of arms, T-shirts for each island 
from $10.00, Känaka Maoli Pledge 
posters for your school, labels, bumper 
stickers, window decals, etc. Order at 
www.kanakamaolipower.org or phone: 
808-332-5220.

SAVE ON MEDICARE. With Medicare you 
have options, we compare those options 
for you. No Cost! No Obligations! Call 
Kamaka Jingao 808-286-0022. Hi Lic 
#433187.

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? 
Call Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 295- 4474 
(RB-15998). Keller Williams Honolulu 
(RB-21303). To view current listings, go to 
my website HomeswithAloha.com. Call or 
email me at Charmaine.QuilitPoki@gmail.
com to learn more about homeownership. 
Mahalo nui. Specialize in Fee Simple & 
Homestead Properties, 32 years. 

EMPLOYMENT 
wiTh OhA

Commercial  
Property Manager

Chief Advocate

Community  
Outreach Advocate

Records  
Management  
Specialist

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
is seeking candidates for the 
following positions:

For additional details about these postions 
and other positions available, please visit 

oha.org/jobs.

An Equal Opportunity Employer.

560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200 | Honolulu, Hawai‘i

For more information, please visit 
www.oha.org/cmlp or call,  

(808) 594-1823 or email  
lareinam@oha.org

The OHA Consumer Micro Loan Program is designed to provide low cost loans 
to Native Hawaiians who are experiencing temporary financial hardship as 
a result of unforeseen events, or who wish to enhance their careers.

Empowering Hawaiians, Strengthening Hawai‘i

www.oha.org

•  5.00% APR Fixed - Loan amounts  
from $500 to $7,500

• Maximum Term Up to 5 Years
•  Eligibility and credit restrictions apply.

$7,500
Loans are available up to

Life is fuLL of
SURPRISES
AN EMERGENCY LOAN
FROM OHA CAN HELP
APPLY TODAY AT WWW.OHA.ORG/CMLP

http://www.homeswithaloha.com/
https://www.oha.org/jobs
https://www.oha.org/cmlp


OFFICE of HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
560 N. Nimitz Highway, Suite 200 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96817

Or clip this coupon, fi ll in and mail to: Ka Wai Ola, 560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200, Honolulu, HI 96817

Email: Phone:

Name (First, Last)

Address

City  State  Zip

Get your FREE
subscription to Ka Wai Ola. 
Go to www.oha.org/kwo to sign up.

FREE
Please check one: £ New subscriber £ Change of address

Don’t miss out!
Sign up for Kamehameha Schools 
Direct Mail List to get updates on 
the things that are important to you! 
Whether it’s education programs, 
scholarship opportunities, or fun 
alumni events, never miss out on 
anything again.

Sign up today at  
www.ksbe.edu/directmail  
and get a FREE sticker!* 

* Available while supplies last. Please allow 3-4 weeks to receive your sticker in the mail.

https://www.ksbe.edu/about_us/join_our_mailing_list/
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