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2013 May Day royal court festivities at 
Kapi‘olani Park. - Photo: Wayne Shinbara
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Help select a Kamehameha III 
statue for Thomas Square Page 6
The city plans to place a Kamehameha III statue 
at the center of Thomas Square at the 175th 

anniversary of Lā Ho‘iho‘i Ea – Restoration Day. 
The public is being asked to help select one of six 
proposals.

Aloha mai kākou,

I
n early March, a Paris auction house announced that a massive pri-
vate collection of Hawaiian artifacts would be up for bid in April. 
Coming just a year after negotiations with our Mäori cousins led 
to the return of Kalani‘öpu‘u’s ‘ahu ‘ula and mahiole, the auction 
notice served as a call to action.
A group of Hawaiians vacationing in Paris was so troubled by the 

announcement that they cut short their sightseeing to picket in front 
of the Aguttes Auction House, asking how private collector Rainer 
Werner Bock came to be in possession of more than 1,100 artifacts 
and whether they were, in fact, legitimate. 

Back at home, OHA’s Board of Trustees called for a suspension or 
delay of the sale, unanimously objecting “to the commodification and 
sensationalism of the willful and wanton sale of such a large collection 
of the material history of the Native Hawaiian people as aesthetic art 
and curiosities.” In the end, few of the artifacts sold, so there may still 
be an opportunity to negotiate a morally and culturally appropriate 
resolution. 

News of the auction came as we were sharing our documentary 
“Nä Hulu Lehua: The Royal Cloak & Helmet of Kalani‘öpu‘u” in 
communities across the pae ‘äina, hosting free screenings and cultural 
programs in Anahola on Kaua‘i, at Hulihe‘e Palace and Pu‘uhonua o 
Hönaunau in West Hawai‘i and ‘Ïao Theater in Wailuku on Maui, to 
name a few. While Bock was preparing to auction off pieces of our 
history and culture, we were hearing from those who attended the 

screenings how meaningful it was to see Kalani‘öpu‘u’s royal gar-
ments returned.

The community’s response to the film is a positive reminder that 
our heritage is a valuable asset, not an object to be sold to the highest 
bidder. It encompasses our ability to speak in our native tongue and 
to perpetuate ancestral practices from hula and healing to voyaging 
and ho‘oponopono. These traditional and customary practices make 
up not just the uniqueness of being Hawaiian, but also the greatness of 
Hawaiians, as a people, who continue to thrive in the 21st century.

The recently concluded Merrie Monarch Festival is a testament to 
that greatness. Every year, tickets to the three-day hula competition 
sell out months in advance, but many without tickets still travel to 
Hilo during Merrie Monarch week to take in the art exhibits, craft 
fairs, demonstrations, performances and royal parade. For those who 
can’t be in the auditorium, OHA sponsors a television broadcast and 
a livestream that opens the festival to a global audience.

It’s always a balance trying to maintain our cultural Hawaiian iden-
tity in a modern world, especially in the middle of the Pacific, but it 
speaks to our resiliency as kanaka, as a native people, to remain stead-
fast, to remain dedicated and to remain loyal to our ancestral past. We 
continue to maintain the mana, or that spiritual force living today, so 
we can assure it will continue to thrive for our future generations.

Aspects of our rich heritage will be showcased throughout the month 
of May at events like the Alana Hawaiian Culture Pavilion at the 
Hawai‘i Book & Music Festival, 
the Nä Hökü Hanohano Awards, 
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Where have all the May Days 
gone? Page 16
By Jamie Simpson Steele

These days fewer schools hold May Day 
celebrations, and many of those that do 
have moved away from ceremonies that 
preserve Hawaiian culture, opting for 
multicultural events instead.

mo‘omeheu | Culture

Celebrate literature, music, 
dance and storytelling Page 4
By Lisa Asato

The Hawai‘i Book & Music Festival offers 
something for everyone, including two days 
of Hawaiian culture programming.

‘Āina | land and water

Perpetuating ‘āina momona 
through loko i‘a culture Page 14
By Tasha Stiritz

A group of kia‘i loko (fishpond guardians) 
are on a mission to reactivate, restore and 
cultivate loko i‘a culture.
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One of six proposed  
statues of Kamehameha 
III. - Photo: Treena  
Shapiro

Members of Hui Mālama loko I‘a and the Keaukaha com-
munity work on the kuapā (fishpond wall) at Hale o Lono 
during the 2017 fishpond gathering. - Photo: Courtesy  of  
Richard Likeke Teanio/Edith Kanaka‘ole Foundation



By Lisa Asato

I
n the 1840s when David Malo started writing 
his book Ka Mo‘olelo Hawaii, he was a living 
link to a time in Hawaiian 
history that was quickly 
fading away. 
“There is no one quite 

like him,” said Kapali Lyon, 
associate professor and chair 
of the University of Hawai‘i 
Religion Department. “He 
knew the old chants, could 
compose highly sophisti-
cated classical poetry, knew 
the old prayers and religious 
rites, and the genealogies 
of the ali‘i, but at the same 
time was the first Minister 
of Public Education, assisted 
in the Bible translation, was 
one of the first licensed 
preachers and ministers, and 
a trusted councillor to both 
chiefs and missionaries.”

Lyon, a co-author of a yet-
to-be-published translation 
and critical text of Malo’s seminal work, continued: 
“A few other Hawaiians grew up as experts in the 
old culture and then wrote about what they knew, 
particularly John Papa ‘Ï‘ï, but Malo’s treatment of 
classical Hawaiian culture is the most detailed and 
systematic. His book is, I believe, the single most 
important eyewitness to Hawaiian life and traditions 
prior to the coming of Christianity.”

People interested in learning more about 
Malo and the 12 years of work behind the forth-
coming book The Mo‘olelo Hawai‘i of Davida 

Malo, should join Lyon and his co-author Kale 
Langlas, lecturer at UH-Hilo’s Ka Haka ‘Ula O 
Ke‘elikolani, for a panel discussion at the Hawai‘i 
Book & Music Festival, 11 a.m. Sunday, May 7 

at the Frank F. Fasi Civic 
Grounds by Honolulu Hale. 

The panel is part of the fes-
tival’s popular Alana Pavilion 
Hawaiian culture program 
for which OHA is a sponsor. 
(See sidebar for more infor-
mation.)

Malo is mainly known 
to modern audiences as a 
Hawaiian historian, because 
of the English translations 
of his Mo‘olelo Hawaii, but 
his contemporaries didn’t 
see him solely through that 
lens, says Noelani Arista, an 
assistant professor in the UH 
History Department, who 
contributed an autobiography 
of Malo to the forthcoming 
book and will also participate 
in the panel. A fuller picture 
of Malo would emphasize his 

service to the Hawaiian government and as chiefly 
counsel, she said. 

In Ka Mo‘olelo Hawaii, Malo, who was born 
in 1795, wrote down what he was taught before 
the arrival of the missionaries. “That’s why people 
keep going back to that book because he talks 
about certain kind of ceremonies in detail, in depth 
that other writers didn’t touch upon,” Arista said, 
adding, “(Samuel) Kamakau was not trained the 

By Treena Shapiro

H
awaiian scholars can find con-
temporary research in both 
Hawaiian and English in Pala-
pala: a journal for Hawaiian 
language and literature.

Published by the University of Hawai‘i 
Press, Palapala is the first peer-reviewed 
Hawaiian language journal to be pub-
lished exclusively online. In addition 
to research, the first issue also features 
reprints from the Hawaiian alphabet, first 
published in 1822, and an 1857 account 
about translating the Bible into Hawaiian 
by an unknown writer.

“This journal truly aligns with our 
mission to be a Native Hawaiian place 
of learning and an indigenous-serving 
institution,” said Pamela Wilson, UH 
Press journals manager.

“In spite of a vast and complex body of 
literature written in Hawaiian and a grow-
ing number of speakers, there has not been, 
until now, an academic journal dedicated 
to either the study of the language or the 
literature produced in it,” said Palapala 
editor Jeffrey “Kapali” Lyon of the UH 
Mänoa Department of Religion. 

“Palapala is intended to fill that gap as 
a peer-reviewed journal that allows schol-

ars of Hawaiian from around the globe 
to present the results of their research 
through a centralized, scholarly archive 
dedicated to cherishing, preserving and 
advancing our knowledge of the native 
language of Hawai‘i nei,” Lyon said.

The journal’s editorial board includes 
UH faculty members Joseph “Keola” 
Donaghy, ku‘ualoha ho‘omanawanui, 
and Hiapokeikikäne K. Perreira, as well 
as ‘Öiwi Parker Jones of the University 
of Oxford.

The open-access resource is 
available at www.uhpress.hawaii.edu/t- 
palapala.aspx. ¢

To 
strengthen 

identity,  
Native 

Hawaiians 
will preserve, 
practice and 

perpetuate 
their culture.
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Kapali Lyon, associate professor and chair of the 
University of Hawai‘i Religion Department, will be 
a panelist for the David Malo and Palapala Jour-
nal discussions. - Photo: Courtesy Kapali Lyon

Courtesy of University of Hawai‘i Press

Malo panel at Hawai‘i Book & Music Festival

New Hawaiian language journal now online

See malo on page 25

Alana Hawaiian Culture Program
This OHA-sponsored programming begins 
with a look ahead. Former Gov. John Waihee 
will moderate a panel discussion on the 
Native Hawaiian Constitution passed at 
the recent ‘Aha. The panelists will be OHA 
Trustee Peter Apo, Colin Kippen and Zuri Aki, 
the constitution’s chief drafter.

> Saturday, May 6
10 �a.m.: A New Hawaiian Constitution: 

What is it? How can it be implemented?
11 �a.m.: In Haste with Aloha: Letters and 

Diaries of Queen Emma
Noo�n: Yoshiko Sinoto – Curve of the Hook
1 p.m.: The Works of Eddie Kamae
2 �p.m.: Finding Meaning: Kaona and 

Contemporary Hawaiian Literature
3 �p.m.: The Essential Hawaiiana Library 

for the 20th Century
4 p.m.: Under the Volcano

> Sunday, May 7
10 a.m.: A History of Hawai‘i, 3rd edition
11 a.m.: David Malo: Mo‘olelo Hawai‘i
No�on: Hawaiian Language Research and 

Translation Institute
1 p.m.: Palapala Journal
2 �p.m.: Kika Kila: How the Hawaiian Steel 

Guitar Changed the Sound of Modern 
Music

3 �p.m.: Moana and Maui: Polynesian 
Superheroes for All Time

4 �p.m.: One place, two stories



the Malia Craver Hula 
Kahiko Competition, 
the Gabby Pahinui 
Waimänalo Kanikap-

ila and the MAMo Wearable Art Show.
In June, Höküle‘a will return after circumnavigating the 

globe during its Mälama Honua voyage, a feat that shows how 

great we are as a people, how great our küpuna were, how 
great we are now and how our offspring will be great in the 
future. Now is the time to experience what it feels like to be 
Hawaiian and culturally empowered in the 21st century. ¢

‘O au iho nö me ke aloha a me ka ‘oia‘i‘o,

Kamana‘opono M. Crabbe, Ph.D.
Ka Pouhana/Chief Executive Officer

By Sterling Wong

T
he Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs recognized four 
students whose Hawaiian 
language science projects 
qualified for this year’s 

state science fair, which was held 
April 10-12 at the Hawai‘i Conven-
tion Center.

OHA Chair Colette Y. Machado 
and Sen. J. Kalani English pre-
sented the students each with a 
certificate of recognition, a $100 
scholarship and an ipu heke at the 
April 12 awards ceremony for the 
60th annual Hawai‘i State Science 
and Engineering Fair.

“We are so proud of these 
haumäna (students),” said Chair 
Machado. “They carry on the legacy 
of our küpuna’s brilliance and serve 
as an inspiration for our Lähui.”

The four students all attend Ke 
Kula Kaiapuni ‘o Änuenue and 
advanced to the state science fair 
from the Honolulu District Science 
and Engineering Fair. The four stu-
dents submitted two joint projects:

> Kawaiola Bento (6th grade)
> Kalei Kaneakua-Rauschen-

burg (6th grade) 
Project Title: Ka Ikaika o ke 

Kaula Hawai‘i
Category: Material Science

> Kawai Kaneakua-Rauschen-
burg (11th grade)

> Kamalei Krug (11th grade) 
Project Title: ‘O ka ‘Ao‘ao Hea 

o ka Mokupuni ka ‘Ao‘ao Nona ka 

Pa‘akai he Nui Loa ma ke 
Kai?

Category: Chemistry

In recent years, a growing 
number of science projects 
produced in ‘ölelo Hawai‘i 
have been submitted to 
various district science 
fairs across the state. Since 
2015, at least one Hawaiian 
language science project 
has advanced to the Hawai‘i 
State Science and Engineer-
ing Fair, and this year’s two 
Hawaiian language submis-
sions are the most to have 
made it this far in the same 
year.

“The presence of these 
Hawaiian language science 
projects at the state 
science fair is an edu-
cational opportunity 
for all in our state to 
understand that Hawai-
ian is a viable language 
for home, school, sci-
ence fairs, business, 
government, and every-
where in between,” 
said Kamana‘opono 
Crabbe, OHA Chief 
Executive Officer and 
Ka Pouhana. “It clearly 
demonstrates that our 
Hawaiian immersion 
students can be success-
ful in the Hawaiian language in any 
context they are placed in, and it 
speaks to how far the Hawaiian lan-

guage revitalization movement has 
progressed in the last 30 years.”

Sen. J. Kalani English, a strong 
advocate of Hawaiian language, 
agreed. “These science projects 
give us a chance to reflect on the 
Hawaiian immersion community’s 
accomplishments, and celebrate the 
fact that because our children speak 
Hawaiian, they can advance to the 

highest levels of achievement in all 
of their endeavors,” said Sen. Eng-
lish. “The biggest victory of all is 

the recognition that Hawaiian is not 
something that can hold us back, but 
rather, it is the vehicle that enables 
every member of our community to 
bring their dreams to fruition.”

While once spoken throughout 
Hawai‘i by Native Hawaiians and 
foreigners alike, ‘ölelo Hawai‘i 
was considered to be nearly extinct 
by the 1980s, when fewer than 50 

fluent speakers under the 
age of 18 were left. A 
major reason for the dete-
rioration of the Hawaiian 
language was an 1896 
law that required English 
instruction in Hawai‘i 
schools. In practice, this 
law functioned to ban stu-
dents from speaking ‘ölelo 
Hawai‘i.

Efforts to preserve the 
language over the years 
have included ‘Aha Pünana 
Leo’s Hawaiian language 
immersion preschools and 
the Hawaiian language pro-

grams of the University of Hawai‘i 
system. In 1978, the Hawai‘i State 
Legislature recognized Hawaiian as 

a co-official language of Hawai‘i, 
thereby making Hawai‘i the first 
state in the union to designate an 
indigenous language an official 
state language.

Also among these ‘ölelo Hawai‘i 
revitalization initiatives was the 
Department of Education’s Hawai-
ian Language Immersion Program 
(HLIP), known as Ka Papahana 

Kaiapuni. HLIP was 
started in 1986 to revi-
talize the Hawaiian 
language by establishing 
the next generation of 
native speakers through 
the public school 
system. Today, HLIP 
is offered at 23 schools 
and educates more than 
2,000 students in kinder-
garten through the 12th 
grade. The four Hawai-
ian language students 
recognized today attend 
Änuenue, which is an 
HLIP school serving 
grades K-12 in Palolo.

“It is important to 
Änuenue and the Papa-
hana Kaiapuni that our 
students’ projects are 
done in the Hawaiian 

language, which is the language 
of instruction in our school,” said 
Änuenue School Curriculum Coor-
dinator Leilani Kamalani. “We have 
asserted that because Hawaiian is 
an official language of the State 
of Hawai‘i, our students’ project 
boards should be allowed to be 
completely in Hawaiian. We appre-
ciate the support of the Office of 
Hawaiian Education and the Hawai-
ian language community, including 
Kanoelani Steward, volunteer 
Hawaiian-speaking judge, as well 
as the Hawai‘i Academy of Science, 
for allowing that to happen. We also 
appreciate the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs for recognizing the work of 
our students. Mahalo nui i ke käko‘o 
‘ana i ka ho‘ona‘auao Hawai‘i.” ¢

STEM scholars shine
Oha recognizes four Hawaiian  
language immersion students for 
advancing to the state science fair

 Follow us:  /oha_hawaii  |  Fan us:  /officeofhawaiianaffairs  |  Watch us:  /OHAHawaii	 mei2017  5Ho‘ona‘auao
education

(L-R) Kawai Kaneakua-Rauschenburg, Kalei Kaneakua-Rauschenburg, 
Sen. J. Kalani English, Kawaiola Bento, and OHA Chair Colette Y. 
Machado.

Front: (L-R) Kawaiola Bento and Kalei Kaneakua-Rauschenburg; Back: (L-R) Kahula Reed (Kumu), Kawai Kaneakua-
Rauschenburg, Edmund Kamano (Kumu) - Photos: Alice Silbanuz
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Continued from page 3



Final selection to be made May 11

By Treena Shapiro

T
he city and state both have extensive 
public art collections but very few stat-
ues of ali‘i between them, says Misty 
Kela‘i, executive director of the May-
or’s Office on Culture and the Arts.

“We have King Kamehameha ‘Ekahi on King 
Street. But where is King Kamehameha II?” she 
asks. “We’re working on King Kamehameha III 
to be unveiled at Lä Ho‘iho‘i Ea. That’s one of the 
mayor’s priorities to honor Thomas Square.”

Six artists have submitted proposals and 
there’s still time to suggest improvements and 
adjustments to how the king should be depicted, 
Kela‘i emphasizes. Should Kauikeaouli be a 
young king or a seasoned monarch? How should 
he carry himself? What should he wear, or hold 
in his hands? MOCA really wants to know what 
you think before the Commission on Culture and 
the Arts makes a final determination at its public 
meeting on May 11. 

“Kauikeaouli was the longest ruling ali‘i. He 
started the Royal Hawaiian Band, which also 
belongs to our city. We’re trying to tie that all 
in to make the park culturally pono again,” says 
Kela‘i.

The statue will be unveiled on July 31, 2018, the 
175th anniversary of Lä Ho‘iho‘i Ea – Restoration 
Day – which commemorates the restoration of 
Hawaiian sovereignty after five months of British 
occupation. On June 31, 1843, the British flag was 
lowered and the Hawaiian flag raised in its place 
at Kulaokahu‘a, as the Thomas Square area was 
called then. At the ceremony, Kauikeaouli pro-
claimed “Ua mau ke ea o ka ‘äina i ka pono” (The 
life of the land is perpetuated in righteousness), 
which became the state motto. The Hawaiian flag 

will fly near the new statue of Kamehameha III. 
Mock-ups of the proposed statues are on dis-

play for the public at MOCA’s headquarters in 
the Mission Memorial Building on King Street. 
Maquettes, digital renderings and the artists’ writ-
ten descriptions are available to help inform your 
opinion on the artists and their initial submis-
sions.

“Maybe they like this part and not that part. The 
artist is more than flexible to listen,” Kela‘i says. 
“It’s not like pa‘a, you know what I mean? We 
can adjust.” Testimony could address whether 
certain elements are culturally appropri-
ate.

The six propos- als come from 
Hawai‘i, Montana, California 
and Oregon. The final-
ists were selected from 
a pool of 88 artists based 
on their qualifications, then 
they presented their proposals 
at a public Commission meeting in March. 
The artists are Lynn Liverton, Kim Duffett 
and Dale Zarella of Hawai‘i; Gareth Curtiss 
of Montana; J. Michael Wilson of California; 
and Jay Warren of Oregon.

Each proposal focuses on a different aspect 
of Keaukeaouli’s life. Curtiss’s maquette 
shows an older king in regalia, which would 
be roughly double life-sized and displayed 
on a pedestal. His arms are crossed, which 
leads Kela‘i to point out that, “In the Hawai-
ian culture, this is not good. His arms could 
be open,” she suggests. “These are all why 
we’re trying to get people interested and 
welcome their testimony.”

Liverton proposes a young king 
in court garb on horseback, as he 
arrived at the original Lä Ho‘iho‘i 
Ea flanked by his household troops. 
Rear Admiral Richard Thomas of the 

British Royal Navy rode in Kamehameha III’s 
carriage. 

Wilson also depicts a young Kauikeaouli, 
including iconography such as the Constitution, 
books for literacy and a cape in the background, 
says MOCA Registrar E. Tory Laitila, who 
provided an overview of each proposal. “That 
iconography can change.”

In that maquette, Kauikeaouli is wearing King 
Kamehameha I’s cloak. “His cloak is draping 
on the ground and you would never had that,” 
says Kela‘i, whose kumu made that comment. 
“Again, these artists would be more than happy 
to adjust.”

Warren’s proposal shows Kamehameha III in 
court dress again, with a hand raised toward a 
wall; he would be gesturing toward the flag if 
selected. Duffet puts a young Kamehameha in 

casual dress – holding the Consti-
tution and a quill while wearing 
a shirt and waistcoat. Finally, 
Zarella proposes a larger than life 
image of the monarch with some 

written interpretation.
Written testimony must be 

received by May 11 at 4 p.m. 
Testimony may be emailed to 
moca-info@honolulu.gov or 
mailed to Mayor’s Office of 
Culture & the Arts, Commis-
sion on Culture & the Arts, 
550 South King St., Hono-
lulu, HI 96813.

Verbal testimony will 
be taken during the Com-
mission meeting on May 

11 at 4 p.m. in the Mission 
Memorial Hearings Room. 

The decision will be made at that 
meeting.

For more information, call 768-6622 
or email moca-info@honolulu.gov. ¢

Which Kamehameha III statue 
belongs in Thomas Square?

To 
strengthen 

identity,  
Native 

Hawaiians 
will preserve, 
practice and 

perpetuate 
their culture.
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The public is encouraged to comment on 
the six proposals, which can be seen 

in the Mission Memorial Building. - 
Photos: Treena Shapiro



H
awaiian culture and 
mo‘olelo are often 
described as ancient, yet 
we Hawaiians have long 
enfolded new techniques 

and technologies into our cultural 
practice. Metal hooks for lühe‘e, 
zithers and ‘ukulele for mele, cotton 
cloth for pä‘ü, chicken wire for imu. 
When we began our move toward 
widespread alphabetic literacy in 
the 1820s, the wooden Ramage 
press that had come over with the 
missionaries was cutting edge tech-
nology.

Today the digital realm is an 
‘äina many of us inhabit, and we 
have to ensure that our mo‘olelo 
and worldview shape this virtual 
landscape. Kanaeokana – a newly 
formed network of ‘ölelo Hawai'i, 
Hawaiian culture and ‘äina-based 
schools (preschool through univer-
sity level) engaged in collaborative 
efforts to strengthen Hawaiian edu-
cation – has recognized this need 
to tell our own stories. “We have 
to bring Häloa and his descen-
dants into this digital space,” says 
Dr. Këhaunani Abad, who directs 
Kealaiwikuamo‘o, a division within 
Kamehameha Schools Küamahi-
Community Education dedicated 
to supporting Kanaeokana.

With the proliferation of easily 
accessible digital and social media, 
Abad asserts that “we need digital 
artisans to work alongside 
hula dances, chanters, 
orators, scholars, 
farmers to share 
mo‘olelo; and 
ideally, these 
digital artisans 
would actually 
be hula dancers, 
chanters, orators, 
scholars and farm-
ers.”

K a n a e o -
kana: The 
Kula Hawai‘i 
Network has 
i n a u g u r a t e d 
a series of free 
workshops entitled 

“He Au Hou” to give 
students skills and 

opportunities to tell 
mo‘olelo in these 
new digital genres. 

It is a series of 
wo r k s h o p s 

on creative 
writing and 
art for this 
new au, this 

new era, we 
live in, but also 

to push the au, the 
current, in new direc-

tions.
He Au Hou began on 

March 10, 2017, with a 

successful one-day workshop on 
“Telling Mo‘olelo through Comics” 
led by the New York Times best-
selling author Marjorie Liu, who 

worked on 
p o p u l a r 
Marvel titles 
such  as 
“X-23,” “The Astonishing X-Men,” 
“Han Solo,” and “Black Widow.” 

The showcase workshop of the 
He Au Hou series, however, is the 
upcoming three-week free work-
shop on “Telling Mo‘olelo through 
Video Games,” held in collabora-
tion with Aboriginal Territories in 
Cyberspace and the Initiative for 
Indigenous Futures from Canada. 
AbTec and IIF have held four pre-
vious workshops for indigenous 
youth in the Montreal area in their 
successful “Skins: Workshops on 
Aboriginal Storytelling in Digital 
Media” series. 

Skins was developed by AbTeC 
co-founders Jason Edward Lewis, 
Professor of Computation Arts and 
co-founder of AbTeC, and Mohawk 
artist Skawennati, who says of the 
original Skins series: “We devel-
oped the project to encourage First 
Nations youth to be producers of 
media, not just consumers of it.” The 
inaugural He Au Hou collaboration 
between Kanaeokana, AbTeC, and 
IIF brings together scholars, artists, 
technologists and practitioners to 
plant seeds for the future, carving 
out space for Känaka Maoli in the 

cyber world and giving new mana 
to our mo‘olelo. Lewis, who is 
Cherokee, Hawaiian, and Sämoan, 
further says that these workshops 
allow us to imagine how “indi-
viduals and communities might 
leverage digital media as a tool for 
preserving and advancing culture 
and languages, and for projecting 
a self-determined image out into a 
mediasphere awash in stereotypical 
portrayals of Native characters.”

Through He Au Hou, Aborigi-
nal Territories in Cyberspace + 
Initiative for Indigenous Futures 
will present a unique curriculum 
that begins with traditional sto-

rytelling and proceeds to teach 
participants how to tell a story in 
a very new way – through virtual 
environments and video games. The 
students learn important skills for 
the production of video games and 
virtual environments, such as game 
design, art direction, 3D modeling 
and animation, sound and computer 
programming. The workshops are 
taught by a mix of game-industry 
professionals, indigenous artists 
and academics, and a core team of 
senior game design students from 
Concordia University in Montreal.

By the end of the workshops, the 
students will have created a play-
able level of a video game based on 
a mo‘olelo they have chosen, which 
can be further developed and pol-
ished after the workshop. Besides 
the important training mentioned 
above, some participants will be 
invited to facilitate future work-
shops and projects, ensuring that 
we create generational abundance 
in this virtual ‘äina the same way 
we do on our real-world ‘äina, with 
kaikua‘ana nurturing kaikaina, all 
for the benefit of the lähui. ¢
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Kanaeokana is a collaborative network of 
schools working to strengthen Hawaiian 
education. - Photo: Courtesy Kanaeokana

How to apply for the 
free 3-week workshop

Aloha ‘äina and the drive to 
perpetuate Hawaiian mo‘olelo 
are the main criteria for work-
shop participants, so no techni-
cal experience is necessary. But 
if you know anyone who is 18 
and over with backgrounds in 
the following, please encourage 
them to apply:
-�culturally grounded storytell-
ing/writing/filmmaking 

-graphic design/concept art 
-3d modeling/animation
-game/level design 
-programming 
-sound/music

When: July 17-Aug. 4
Where: Hälau ‘Ïnana (2482 S. 
Beretania St.)

Apply online for the free 
workshop at kanaeokana.net/
videogames.

By Bryan Kamaoli Kuwada 

He Au Hou: Storytelling in a new era

He Au Hou workshops will teach participants to share mo‘olelo through video games, similar to the Skins series. - 
Photo: vimeo.com/channels/skins.; At right, digital rendering of Hawai‘i’s terrain. - Photo: Courtesy Kanaeokana
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OHA in the community

Nānākuli Wetland and Watershed Ho‘ike
After spending time learning about a once neglected muliwai (estuary) in Nānākuli, students presented short videos and interactive 
displays about the muliwai for their families and community members. Students from Ka Waihona o Ka Na‘auao PCS, Kapolei High 
School, Nānākuli High & Intermediate, Wai‘anae High School and Waipahu High School participated in the Mālama Learning Cen-
ter program. - Photos: Neenz Faleafine

Kapolei high school sophomores: (l-r) Donalyn Valdez, Taylor Tolentino, Anne Rise Gabriel, Blaze Brooks, Neia Tacadena, Syrus Bot-
anes, Katie Mathews, Chloe Salacup

Walking to stop diabetes
Office of Hawaiian Affairs staff members participated in the Step Out Walk to Stop Diabetes on 
March 18. OHA helps sponsor the annual event to raise awareness about the chronic disease 
and help reduce its incidence among Native Hawaiians. Learn more about OHA's efforts to pro-
mote healthier lifestyles and reduce the incidence of chronic disease at www.oha.org/mauliola. 
- Photos: Nelson Gaspar

Wai‘anae high school seniors: (l-r) Kekoa Scanlan, Alyssa Salud-Men-
doza, Keahi Mano‘i-Hyde, Shane Erlandiz, and Kumu Shannon Bucasas

Ka Waihona O Ka Na‘auao: 6th grader Zhaydie Carreiro 
with her parents Shawntan and Ivan.

University of Hawai‘i-West O‘ahu 
Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs 

Judy Oliveira and Leeward Com-
munity College Chancellor Man-

uel Cabral were honored as Educa-
tors of the Year at the 18th Annual 
NHEA convention. The awards rec-

ognize exemplary work in aca-
demic and cultural education within 

the Hawaiian community, as well 
as dedication to furthering the 

education of Native Hawaiians. - 
Photo: Courtesy of Patti Kimokeo/

Leeward Community College

Native 
 Hawaiian 

Education 
Association 

names 2017 
Educators of 

the Year
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OHA Board Actions

The following actions were taken by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees, and are sum-
marized here. For more information on board actions, please see the complete meeting minutes posted 
online at http://www.oha.org/BOT.

March 23, 2017 Motion

Motion 72 Hour waiver for item V.A. 2. 2017 OHA Legislative Positioning – Matrix 1 March 22, 2017.
Motion passes with six AYES 

and three EXCUSED.

Motion to approve Administration’s recommendations on NEW BILLS (Items 1-43) and BILL POSITIONS FOR RECONSIDERA-
TION (Items 44-51) on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix dated March 15, 2017, as amended along with the following 
additions:

• Add items HCR192, HR120, SCR153, SR74 - Support with amendments 
• Add items HCR198, HR126 – Support

Motion passes with seven 
AYES and two EXCUSED.

Motion to approve Administration’s recommendations on NEW BILLS (Items 1-147) on the OHA Legislative Positioning Matrix 
dated March 22, 2017.

Motion passes with seven 
AYES and two EXCUSED.

Motion to approve RM #17-02 Requesting the OHA Board of Trustees’ authorization of OHA’s Chief Procurement Officer 
to issue a request for the qualifications for an independent CPA firm to conduct a financial audit and management review 
of OHA and its subsidiaries. 

Motion passes with eight 
AYES and one EXCUSED.

Motion to approve and recommend that the Board of Trustees approve Mr. Nelson Moku III to serve a second and final 
term on the Native Hawaiian Revolving Loan Fund (NHRLF) Board of Directors.

Motion passes with eight 
AYES and one EXCUSED.

Motion to approve the increase in OHA’s General Fund Personnel Biennium Budget FY2017-2018/FY2-18-2019.
Motion passes with eight 
AYES and one EXCUSED.

Board of Trustees
 ‘Ae (Yes)
 ‘A‘ole (No)
 Kānalua (Abstain)
 Excused

legend

Ahu
 Is

a

Ahu
na

Aka
na

Akin
a

Apo
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ha
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For the live stream, and for a schedule 
of board and committee meetings visit:

www.OHA.org/about/board-trustees

Live streaming will continue to be available 
for O‘ahu meetings of the Board of Trustees.

Live streams are available for meetings 
of all standing committees of the Offi ce 
of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees.

To watch from your mobile/tablet devices, download 
the Ustream app from GooglePlayTM

 or App StoreSM.

Live streams are available for meetings 

Watch Live!

http://www.oha.org/bot


By Treena Shapiro

L
iquid Life’s brightly col-
ored cold-pressed juices can 
attract attention on their own 
but on a Monday afternoon 
in early March curious pass-

ersby were more interested in the 
company’s upcoming storefront in 
Kea‘au.

“They’re going to have smoothies,” 
one woman called to a friend who 
had waited outside while she peeked 
in. The new health bar will also 
serve sandwiches, acai bowls and 
healthy desserts in keeping with its 
eight signature juice blends. Each 
bottle combines organic, locally 
sourced ingredients, lä‘au lapa‘au 
and other holistic healing methods 
that target particular areas of the 
body’s health. 

The storefront is the latest develop-
ment in a whirlwind year-and-a-half 
for owners Rory “Ola” Tripp, 
26, and Sarah “Puna” Tripp, 
24, who launched their com-
pany at the same time they 
were planning their wedding. 
On their first official day of 
sales, the couple stayed up 
all night juicing, bottling and 
hand-labeling their bottles 
for the 2015 Lilikoi Festival. 
They went straight from the 
kitchen to the fair, and Puna 
also squeezed in a dress-fitting 
the same morning.

The Tripps credit their family 
with helping them sell out that 
first day but the couple was 
soon selling 30 cases a month 
at farmer’s markets in Waimea, 
Pahoa and Volcano, as well as 
Kïlauea General Store, which 
is owned by Ola’s family. After hit-
ting the markets consistently for a 
year, they’d sold enough juice to pay 
for their wedding and start preparing 
to open their storefront. 

For Puna, who is studying holistic 
nutrition, it’s a dream job combining 
health and lä‘au lapa‘au. “I have this 
passion for healing people holisti-
cally,” she said. 

The Tripp’s goal with Liquid Life 
isn’t to sell bottles of juice with price 
tags in the double-digits, which 

limits who can buy it. “We’re really 
trying to make our prices affordable. 
We care about you and we want you 
to be healthy,” she explained.

While encouraging people to 
make healthier choices, Liquid Life 
also contributes to the health of its 
community. The Tripps are able 
to purchase 80-90 percent of their 
organic ingredients from local farm-
ers, which helps support Hawai‘i 
Island agriculture. They’ll also be 
creating jobs at their storefront and 
are looking at ways to reach out to 
the students, some of whom attend 
school right across the street. “We 
want to create more opportunities, 

especially for the next generation 
and their health and prosperity,” 
Ola said. 

The motivation for promoting 
healthier nutrition 
comes from both of 
the couple’s families. 
Both lost grand-
parents, to cancer, 
diabetic gangrene 
and strokes. When an 
uncle was hurt in a 
serious car accident, 
they wanted to find a 
way to help. Puna’s 
research into the 
traditional healing 
properties of locally 
grown plants pro-
vided a foundation 
for the drinks, which 
tap into the modern 
thirst for cold-
pressed juice. “We 
want to be there for 

our grandchildren and great-grand-
children,” Ola said. “We wanted to 
do something that really addresses 
that in a practical way.”

Each of Liquid Life’s eight juice 
blends targets an area of the body’s 
health with a combination of fruits, 
vegetables, nuts, roots and flowers. 
‘Olena Osmosis, for example, can 
help with inflammation. There’s also 
Mac-nut Motivation, Coconut Con-
scious, along with flavors named for 
their brilliant colors: Orange Oasis, 

Green Garden, Red Roots, Blue Bliss 
and Purple Passion. They can be 
purchased individually, or six-pack 
carriers can hold enough bottles for 
a Chakra Cleanse. 

The Tripps made it clear that their 
intention is to create, not compete, 
so they appreciate that other cold-
pressed juice companies are creating 
demand across the island. “We need 
people to be healthy because it 
uplifts our community,” Ola pointed 
out. “The more people doing what 
we do means our community is get-
ting healthier, not just physically, but 
also emotionally and mentally.”

Liquid Life’s new storefront opens 
soon at 16-566 Kea‘au-Pä‘ula Rd 
#199, Kea‘au, Hawai‘i Island. ¢ 

Mälama Loans help  
two generations of  
entrepreneurs

A $20,000 Mälama Loan 
from the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs allowed Ola and Puna 
Tripp to purchase a commer-
cial refrigerator and other 
appliances they needed to 
open a Liquid Life health bar 
in Kea‘au, as well as pay for 
all the necessary permitting.

They were encouraged to 
apply for an OHA loan by 
Ola’s parents, who also used 
OHA financing to build their 
businesses in Volcano: Kïlauea 
General Store, Lava Rock 
Cafe, and Kïlauea Creations, 
a quilt store. “That’s the route 
they took and it worked for 
them,” said Ola.

Fixed interest rates ranging 
from 4 percent to 6.25 percent 
and up to a 7 year loan term 
make OHA’s loan programs 
an attractive option for Native 
Hawaiian entrepreneurs. More 
than 2,000 Native Hawaiian 
families and business owners 
have used OHA’s low-interest 
loans to build businesses, repair 
homes, cover educational 
expenses and consolidate debt. 
To learn more about OHA’s 
loan programs, visit www.oha.
org/loans. ¢

To have 
choices and 

a sustainable 
future, Native 
Hawaiians will 

progress  
toward greater  
economic self- 

sufficiency.
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Liquid Life: ‘True health is wealth’

Puna and Ola Tripp show off their cold-pressed juices in their soon-to-open 
storefront in Kea‘au. - Photos: Brandon Miyamoto

Liquid Life’s organic, cold-pressed juices target different areas of the body with different 
blends of locally sourced ingredients.
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www.hiilei.org

By Blaine Fergerstrom

O
ffice of Hawaiian 
Affairs subsidiary 
Hi‘ilei Aloha LLC is 
using technology to 
bring its popular entre-

preneurship workshop series to 
more Hawaiians, statewide.

In a partnership with Kaua‘i 
Community College and the Kaua‘i 
Native Hawaiian Chamber of Com-
merce, Hi‘ilei Aloha contracted 
instructor Julie Percell to empower 
budding Native Hawaiian entre-
preneurs who are starting up small 
businesses. 

Percell teaches an eight-week 
long entrepreneurship course 
every Saturday. Through the use of 
a video conferencing system and 
other technology, Percell is able to 
conduct the class with four students 
at KCC and four students at Hi‘ilei, 
alternating her physical presence 

between the two locations.
Last year, Hi‘ilei won a national 

competition and was awarded a 
grant which allowed for the pur-

chase of a Lifesize Icon 600 video 
conferencing system, a Promethean 
smart board digital white board, 
Samsung digital signage system, 
and a 17” laptop with the Lifesize 
video conferencing software for 
traveling. The components are com-
bined into a system which allows 

Hi‘ilei to offer workshops and 
meetings virtually anywhere.

The entrepreneurship course 
covers the basics of start-
ing a business, the keys 
to successful marketing, 
writing and presenting 
a business plan, pricing 
your product to make 
money, managing your 
finances, and estimating 
the resources needed for 
your first year in busi-
ness.

Following successful 
completion of the work-
shop series, students are 
refunded the entire $300 
tuition and are provided 
technical assistance in 
starting and growing their 
business.

Hi‘ilei is offering a new entre-
preneur workshop series for Maui 
and O‘ahu beginning in May. See 
www.hiilei.org/events for more 
information and a link to workshop 
registration. Class size is limited, so 
early registration is encouraged. ¢

Hi‘ilei Aloha Entrepreneurship Distance Learning

The students at Kaua‘i Community College are seen on the Lifesize video conferencing mon-
itor in the Hi‘ilei Aloha LLC office in Kaka‘ako. - Photos: Blaine Fergerstrom

Instructor Julie Percell addresses the class from the Kaua‘i 
Community College location.

http://www.hiilei.org/
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1. Governance / 
2. Olelo HI anguage

By Eric Tegethoff

A
pril marks the 25th anni-
versary of the Juvenile 
Detention Alternatives 
Initiative, which has 
greatly reduced the 

United States’ youth-detention 
population.

Established by The Annie E. 
Casey Foundation in 1992, the 
initiative has spread to nearly 300 
counties across the nation. It’s 
proved to be a way to safely reduce 
the juvenile-justice system’s reli-
ance on detention and provide 
alternative reform methods. The 
initiative, also known as JDAI, 
came to Hawai‘i eight years ago.

Robert Browning, chief family 
court judge in Honolulu, praises 
JDAI for its ability to keep families 

together and youths in 
their communities.

“The welfare of 
our community is 
about what we call 
the ‘Aloha Spirit,’ 
about the love that 
we provide to those 
in need, and there's 
no population more 
vulnerable than chil-
dren,” he said. 

Browning says 
since JDAI was intro-
duced, the population 
at Hawai‘i’s youth 
facility has been 
reduced from between 
70 and 100 kids down 
to fewer than 20. He 
says his first priority is public safety, 
but that most youths post no threat to 

society and in fact are better served 
by staying in their communities.

Dean Wilhelm is executive 
director, alongside his wife, of 
Ho‘okua‘äina, a Hawaiian cul-
ture-based program that provides 
opportunities for at-risk youths, 
such as young people who come 
from abusive homes or have had 
problems with drugs. In the O‘ahu-
based youth-farm program, Wilhelm 
says the cultivation and preparation 
of traditional Hawaiian foods pro-
vides a sense of community and 
connection to the land and culture. 

He says the program helps heal 
youths who might otherwise be 
caught up in the criminal-justice 
system.

“It’s basic life skills that we’re 
working on,” said Wilhelm. “Kids 
who come here and initially can’t 
look you in the eye have feelings 
of distrust and things of that sort. 

After a while, they’re sharing 
more, they’re looking at you in the 
eye, they’re able to sit still and be 
respectful in a conversation.”

Nationwide, the number of 
youths detained has dropped by 44 
percent in JDAI districts, accord-
ing to a 2013 report from the Casey 
Foundation. 

Nate Balis, director of the juve-
nile-justice strategy group at the 
foundation, says one of the reasons 
JDAI has taken hold so strongly is 
that it is proved to work.

“Jurisdictions have found that the 
playbook of JDAI delivers on what 
it promises,” he stated. “It allows 
them to not only reduce the number 
of young people in secure deten-
tion but do so in a way that does 
not harm public safety, and rather 
protects public safety.” ¢

Eric Tegethoff is a Public News 
Service producer.

Initiative keeps youths out of detention

Young people work on a farm that provides programs for at-risk 
youth. - Photo: Courtesy Public News Service

Help prevent rat 
lungworm disease

A
n uptick in rat lungworm cases 
on Maui and Hawai‘i Island is 
raising concern across the pae 
‘äina. 

At present, there is no cure and 
few treatment options for the debilitating 
disease, which attacks the brain and spinal 
cord and can cause excruciating pain. In 
Hawai‘i, local greens and homemade ‘awa 
have been contaminated, most likely by 
slugs or snails. The University of Hawai‘i 
offers advice on how to prevent it:

> Check your produce: Most 
people contract the disease by eating 
unwashed vegetables and fruit, so make 
sure to visually inspect all produce before 
you eat it and toss anything that shows signs 
of slug slime, feces or feeding. Thoroughly 
wash the rest with potable water. The larvae 
can be inactivated by freezing for 12-24 
hours or boiling for 2-3 minutes.

> Vector control:  In Hawai‘i, 
local greens and homemade ‘awa have 
been contaminated by slugs or snails. The 
disease generally passes from rodents (rats) 
to mollusks (slugs and snails). Trap rodents 

in snap and live traps or poison them. Set 
up organic or commercial slug baits and 
collect the slugs with designated tongs or 
chopsticks. Don’t smash the slugs; instead 
dispose of them in a ‘slug jug,’ a wide 
mouthed container partially filled with 
salt-water (1 1/8 cups of salt to 1/2 gallon 
of water). 

> Safe gardening: Inspecting 
your garden at night makes it easy to assess 
the slug population and pick off those you 
see for disposal in a slug jug (see above). 
When the jug is full, it can be emptied in a 
rocky area or used to clear weeds.

> Water catchment safety: 
Make sure all catchment water is filtered. 
If an infected slug gets into your water 
tank and drowns, rat lungworm larvae can 
survive in the water for several weeks and 
enter your body through your eyes and cuts 
when you shower. 

More information is available at https://
manoa.hawaii.edu/ctahr/farmfoodsafety/
rat-lungworm. ¢ – Ka Wai Ola Staff

How rat lungworm infection 
gets transferred to people

3 

UH–CTAHR Reducing Risks Associated with Rat Lungworm Infection FST-39 — Jan. 2010 

Larvae mature, lay eggs, 
and hatch first-stage 
larvae in lungs

First-stage larvae 
passed in feces

Third-stage larvae 
in snails or slugs

Third-stage larvae in land crabs, 
frogs, freshwater prawns, 
monitor lizards, and planarians

Larvae enter 
bloodstream 
in intestine

Larvae reach central 
nervous system, cause 
eosinophilic meningitis

Third-stage larvae

Vegetables 
contaminated with 
third-stage larvae

A

B

C

D

E

G

F

Microscopic view of the 
third-state infective stage 

worm, Angiostrongylus can-
tonensis or rat lungworm. 
- Photo: Henry S. Bishop, 

courtesy of Alexandre J. da 
Silva (CDC)

Source: Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention
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By Treena Shapiro

H
awaiians have lost a 
fierce advocate, activ-
ist and educator and 
the Office of Hawai-
ian Affairs has lost a 

member of its ‘ohana. Former 
Trustee Moanike‘ala Akaka lost 
her battle with cancer last month 
in Hilo at the age of 72.

Born in Honolulu, Akaka 
attended Kamehameha Schools 
until her family moved to North-
ern California. As an adult, she 
returned to Hawai‘i and quickly 
became involved in demonstrations over 
land rights and helped usher in the Hawai-
ian renaissance in the 1970s. An educator, 
she also founded the nonprofit Aloha ‘Äina 
Education Center.

Akaka’s championed aloha ‘äina issues 
for decades. In 1971, she joined the 
Kalama Valley protest over Hawaiians 
and farmers being evicted to make way 
for development. She was among those 
arrested. In 2015, at the age of 72, she 
was again arrested, this time as one of the 
demonstrators blocking a Thirty Meter 
Telescope construction crew’s access to 

Mauna Kea. 
In other land rights issues, Akaka helped 

organize the 1978 protest at Hilo Airport, 
which was built on Hawaiian homestead 
and ceded lands. She also opposed the 
military bombing of Kaho‘olawe.

“Moani and I were aloha ‘äina warriors 
as members of the Protect Kaho‘olawe 
‘Ohana,” recalls OHA Chairwoman Colette 
Machado. “She was outspoken, fierce and 
never backed down from a good fight. She 
was like a firecracker with a short fuse. She 
stood on principles of truth, fairness and 
justice. As one of OHA’s first trustees, she 

leaves her footprints 
here and will not be 
forgotten.”

Akaka served as 
an OHA trustee from 
1984 to 1996. Her 
partner of 43 years, 
artist Tomas Belsky, 
told the Hawai‘i Tri-
bune Herald that she 
chained shut the doors 
to OHA’s local office 
to raise awareness for 
the issues she thought 
were important.

“With Moanike‘ala 
Akaka‘s passing, the Native Hawaiian 
community has lost one its most zealous 
and strident advocates,” said OHA Ka 
Pouhana (CEO) Kamana‘opono Crabbe. 
“She served on OHA’s Board of Trustees 
for more than a decade, and one of things 
we will remember most about her was her 
candor: you always knew what side she was 
on. She was as direct with her criticism as 
she was with her praise. Her incisive voice 
and indomitable fighting spirit will always 
be remembered.”

Services will be held May 28, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at Lili‘uokalani Park in Hilo. 

Former OHA Trustee Moanike‘ala Akaka dies at 72

Moanike‘ala Akaka (second from the left) served on OHA’s Board of Trustees from 1984 to 
1996. - Archive photo

HE HO‘OMANA‘O
IN MEMORIAM

By Claire Ku‘uleilani Hughes, 
Dr. PH., R.D.

H
eart disease is the lead-
ing cause of death in the 
United States, as well as 
in Hawai‘i. 

A total of 610,000 
people died of heart disease in the 
U.S. last year. Researchers found 
that more than 400,000 of the U.S. 
cardiovascular deaths were linked 
directly to unhealthy diets, which 
claimed approximately 222,100 

men and 193,400 women. 
The researchers strongly suggest 

that a “substantial portion” of those 
deaths could have been prevented 
by healthier eating. It is well-known 
that certain dietary changes can 
significantly reduce heart disease 
symptoms. These food and dietary 
changes can be difficult to make, 
though, as adult food choices are 
influenced by long-term personal 
preferences and habits.

Our food preferences and habits 
begin developing in childhood and 
are well entrenched by the time we 
are adults. As parents, we use our 
own well-developed food prefer-
ences to make food choices and 
guide family’s food habits. Food 
availability and affordability in our 
supermarkets are also strong influ-

ences on family food choices. As we 
mature, changes in taste preference 
can reduce food choices, as well. 

In addition, many Hawai‘i fami-
lies have parents who work outside 
the home, and that can affect meal 
choices. Meals may be prepared 
hurriedly or purchased along the 
route home from work, which can 
result in less variety and choice. 

A heavy reliance on foods pre-
pared in someone else’s kitchen raises 
questions about cost, ingredients 
and freshness. Today, ready-to-eat 
“convenience-foods” are available 
in supermarkets, and make meal 
preparation faster. However, some 
ingredients listed on their labels are 
unfamiliar to us. For example, what 
is tapioca syrup? And, even further, 
there is no way to know exactly when 

this food was prepared: Last week? 
Last month? Last year? Convenience-
food products also cost more than 
home-prepared recipes and offer no 
control over the ingredients used, like 
salt. These are important factors influ-
encing family food choices. 

In 2015, the cardiovascular 
researchers studied patient-diet infor-
mation and found the “unhealthy 
diets” lacked sufficient amounts of 
vegetables, nuts and seeds, whole 
grains and fruit, and included too 
much salt and too many sugary 
drinks. The “unhealthy diets” also 
lacked omega-3 fatty acids, found 
in seafood. They determined that 
among the “poor” daily choices 
were foods too high in trans-fats 
and salt, like processed meats. 

Researchers suggested that when 
discussing cardiovascular disease, 
instead of always focusing on “poor 
choices,” it may be better to empha-
size the low intake of protective and 

healthy foods. Their suggestion may 
seem easy but not everyone can iden-
tify “protective foods.” And if the 
“unhealthy” foods aren’t specifically 
named, choices will not be clear.

So here is the new deal: As often 
as is possible, choose to eat fresh 
meats (fish, chicken and other low 
fat meats), as well as fresh fruit and 
vegetables. Children should choose 
milk as a regular mealtime bever-
age, or eat a lot – and a lot more – of 
leaves like lu‘au, spinach and kale 
on a daily basis. These are critical 
foods in developing strong bones 
and teeth that will last a lifetime, 
especially when planning to partici-
pate in contact sports. Adults should 
also eat yogurt, cottage cheese and 
milk, which are important to keep 
those bones strong. In addition, 
drink lots of fresh Hawaiian water. 

Have you read or heard this 
emphasis on healthy food before? 
I hope you have. ¢

OlaKino
Your Health

Choices that can beat heart disease

1944-2017

Moanike‘ala 
Akaka

Photo: Blaine Fergerstrom

Photo: KWO 
Archives
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‘Āina 
land and water

L
oko i‘a (traditional Hawaiian 
fishponds) provide a viable 
avenue for growing independent 
food sustainably in Hawai‘i and 
demonstrate the innovation of 

traditional Native Hawaiian intelligence 
in resource management as a needed 
model for future sustainability and 
food security in ka pae‘äina o Hawai‘i. 
Thanks to a dedicated group of kia‘i 
loko (fishpond guardians) on a mission 
to reactivate, restore and cultivate loko 
i‘a culture, Hawai‘i’s fishponds are on 
a path to restoration.

Kaiāulu Hanakahi: The community 
that works together

The morning of April 6, 2017, was warm 
but refreshing as a clever breeze cooled the 
campsite at Kulapai on the coast of Waiäkea, 
Hilo, moku o Keawe. While the day was 
greeted and the scene prepared, küpuna, keiki 
and kia‘i loko (the contemporary guardians of 
loko i‘a) from across ka pae‘äina o Hawai‘i 
were welcomed for the annual convening of 
Hui Mälama Loko I‘a. 

The Hui Mälama Loko I‘a (HMLI) network 
is a growing consortium of fishpond practi-

tioners and organizations. HMLI was created 
in 2004 by a hui of practitioners who saw an 
opportunity to leverage their skills, knowl-
edge, and resources related to the restoration 
and management of traditional Hawaiian 
fishponds. That hui has grown greatly in 
recent years and now represents nearly 40 
different loko i‘a and over 100 fishpond kia‘i 
loko. Gathering annually, the HMLI’s mis-
sion is to empower a network of kia‘i loko 
whose kuleana is to reactivate, restore and 

cultivate loko i‘a guided by 
loko i‘a culture in pursuit of 
‘äina momona for ‘ohana and 
communities.

“Through this hui these 
fishpond kia‘i demonstrate 
their strength as a community 
of practitioners. Gathering 
helps them to empower and 

lift each other up in the ser-
vice of a shared purpose, to 

share lessons learned and improve efforts 
across the pae‘äina in service of a shared 
vision of abundance for Hawai‘i,” said Kevin 
Chang, Executive Director of Kua‘äina Ulu 
‘Auamo (KUA), the local nonprofit that has 
facilitated the network since 2013 and pro-
vided the primary logistical support for the 
four-day gathering.

Provisioned by this year’s hosts from Hui 
Ho‘olei Maluö, Hale o Lono and Kumuola 
Science Education Center, the theme of the 

2017 Hui Mälama Loko I‘a Gathering was 
Kaiäulu Hanakahi. Having multiple mean-
ings, connected to various mo‘olelo, Kaiäulu 
Hanakahi translates mainly as the community 
who works together.

Instinctively, Kaiäulu Hanakahi perme-
ated the weekend activities prepared by 
HMLI organizers; the conversations and 
small group discussions, the hana (work) at 

Honokea, Wai‘ähole and Hale o 
Lono fishponds in Waiäkea, and the 
successful reactivation of Läläkea 
Loko I‘a in Waipio Valley on the 
Hamakua Coast. The momentum 
of Kaiäulu Hanakahi and their 
collective work in Waiäkea stayed 
with these kia‘i as they left for their 
respective places on the last day of 
the gathering. It is most embodied 
in the focused and dignified work of 
a collective lähui who are moving 
their community forward together 
with a renewed sense of strength 
and fortitude. ¢

‘Ölelo No‘eau 
Ua ahu ka imu, e läwalu ka i‘a #2768
Make the oven ready, wrap the fish in ti leaves 
to be cooked.
Meaning: All preparations have been made; 
now let us proceed with the work. 

Tasha Stiritz is a member of Hui Mälama 
Loko I‘a who focuses on aquaculture and 
communications at Mälama Loko Ea in 
Kawailoa of Waialua, O‘ahu.

T
here’s a growing demand for 
locally sourced food but not 
everyone is aware of what it takes 
to produce it. On May 6, several 
North Shore farms will offer a 

glimpse into the business of farming.
The second annual Parade of Farms fea-

tures tours of several North Shore farms, as 
well as an open house featuring activities 
and informational booths at Waialua Sugar 
Mill. A farmer’s market will be open until 
12:30 p.m.

“Over the past few years, we’ve seen a 
growing emphasis on ‘buying local,’ which 
is wonderful, but shifting the focus from 
the consumer to the farmer and taking time 
to understand the reality of farming is also 
important,” said Jean Brokish, executive 
director of the O‘ahu Resource Conserva-
tion & Development Council. “Offering 

opportunities for people to actually visit and 
step foot onto the local farms where their 
food is grown strengthens community con-
nections and motivates people to buy locally 
grown food.” 

Farms offering tours include Coun-
ter Culture, Mälama Loko Ea Fishpond, 
Mohala Farms, Monsanto’s Haleiwa Farm, 
Nä Mea Küpono, Sweet Land Farm, Twin 
Bridge Farms and Waialua Estate Coffee 
& Chocolate. While the event is free to the 
public, tours prices vary and must be booked 
in advance.

The Parade of Farms will be held May 6 
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Parking is available at 
the Waialua Sugar Mill, where transporta-
tion to the tours will be provided. For more 
information or to register, visit https://
parade-of-farms.org. ¢ – Ka Wai Ola Staff

Local farms offer ‘behind-the-scenes’ tours

Members of Hui Mālama loko I‘a and the Honoka‘a community work together to 
remove invasive vegetation from Lālākea Loko I’a in Waip‘o Valley following a reac-
tivation ceremony for Lālākea during a huaka‘i for the 2017 fishpond gathering. - 
Photo: Courtesy of Scott Kanda/ Kua‘Āina Ulu ‘Auamo

Lalakea lā hānau Ceremony. - Photo: LoRes Dino 
Morrow Photography

Above, Mālama 
Loko Ea Fishpond, 
(at left to right) 
Mohala Farms and 
Sweet Land Farm 
are just a few farms 
to visit. - Photos: 
Courtesy

Perpetuating ‘āina momona 
through loko i‘a culture
By Tasha Stiritz 



By Meredith Desha Enos

W
hen Ayla Lum was 
applying to the 
Po‘okela Academy 
at James B. Castle 
High School, she 

had 0.5 credits on her transcript. 
Luckily, she was exactly the kind of 
candidate they wanted for Po‘okela 
Academy.

“When these kids were selected,” 
said Donna Okita, program coordi-
nator, “they had the least number of 
credits, and high absenteeism.”

“I asked myself, ‘What do I want 
to be?’” Lum said. “I didn’t like to 
go school. I went to the beach every 
day. When I interviewed and they 
said it was ‘äina-based, I thought, 
‘Um, yeah, I’ll give it a shot.’”

Lum was accepted, and in the 
2013-14 school year was part of 
the first cohort of the Po‘okela 
Academy.

“At the time, we were starting 

Small Learning Commu-
nities (SLC) and students 
were having a hard time 
being in a SLC and so I 
wanted to come up with 
an academy that would 
reach non-traditional 
learners – those who 
didn’t come to school. 
The academy would give 
them a hands-on project 
base designed to have 
them come to school,” 
said Okita. In addi-
tion to work on Castle’s 
nearly seven-acre farm 
and garden area, as well 
as regular course work, 
students worked twice a week at 
community-partner sites. Despite 
what seems like a heavier work-
load, the students thrived.

“They got everything here – 
reading, math, they could accrue 
credits,” said Piikea Miyamoto, 

retired Castle High School teacher 
and current volunteer who has 
helped keep Castle’s agriculture 
program running since the late 
‘80s. “We got to give these kids 
a cultural base so they know who 
they are, and because it was small, 

it was their program. And it was 
successful.”

The first year, there were about 
60 students, grades 10 through 
12. From the 2013-14 school year 
through the 2015-2016 school year, 
45 out of 54 students successfully 
completed the program. “Our first 
year 17 students made their own 
papa board, the second year 40 
students made a papa board and 
pöhaku,” Miyamoto pointed out. 
“That same year we carved three 
wa‘a from an albesia tree. Students, 
family and friends gathered to carry 
all three wa‘a from Castle High 
School to Waikalualoko Fishpond 
and had a celebration to bless the 
wa‘a in the ocean.”

Unfortunately, the program 
became a victim of its own suc-
cess. “A lot of our struggles come 
from the larger challenge of public 
school education,” said Carlos Kau-
kahi Severson, who currently heads 
up the overall agricultural program, 
which is part of the current Natu-
ral Resource Academy – Ho‘oulu 
‘Öpio. Operationally, Mark Stride, 

community partner and long-time 
farmer and educator, volunteers on 
the farm with the numerous lo‘i. 

Because of larger changes at 
the high school, the program was 
opened up to give more students 
the opportunity to get on the land. 
In addition, Severson teaches three 
sections of agriculture and environ-
mental science classes, as well as 
two biology classes. 

Larger cohort size means less 
personal instruction, and the stu-
dents get on the land only about 
once a week.

After successfully graduating 
from Castle in 2016, Lum now 
works for Stride on his farm. “Now 
I know who I am,” she said. “I’m a 
farmer.”

Despite the challenges the new 
iteration of the Natural Resource 
Academy – Ho‘oulu Opio faces, the 
program is committed to giving the 
students more opportunities to get 
their hands in the soil.

“The farm needs more attention, 
and the kids need it,” Okita com-
mented, looking out over the lo‘i. ¢

Students thrive under ‘āina based program
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Offers for Hawaiian homestead lots are in 
the works for 2017, starting with O’ahu, 
Kaua‘i, Lāna‘i and Maui. Oftentimes 
beneficiaries who fail to update the 
Department of Hawaiian Home Lands 
with their updated mailing address do 
not receive our offers.
If we can’t deliver information to your 
doorstep you’re missing out on important 
information like the lot offers, homebuyer 
education programs, and more!

Hawaiian Home Lands
HAWAIIAN HOMES COMMISSION • DEPARTMENT OF HAWAIIAN HOME LANDS

dhhl.hawaii.gov

‘Āina Ho‘opulapula, 
He Kuleana.

Are you missing out?

• Check if you or someone you know is on 
our list of Non-Deliverable Addresses

• Download a Change of Address form or  
request one be mailed to you

• You may also pick up a Change of Address 
form at any of our DHHL Offices statewide

• For more information, call our Homestead 
Services Division at (808)620-9220

Don’t miss your next offer! Update your contact info TODAY!

Visit dhhl.hawaii.gov/deliver

Ayla Lum works the lo‘i in Castle’s seven acre farm and 
garden. - Photo: Meredith Desha Enos

http://dhhl.hawaii.gov/deliver/


May Day once had an enduring presence in 

Hawai‘i’s schools, but today we see signs of its 

demise. Still, we can often catch a glimpse of children 

rehearsing hula in the fields during early spring 

months, or school marquees announcing upcoming 

May Day events. This once commonly shared 

performance experience is changing, but why? 

Where did it come from, and where is it going?

gone?

Where have all the

Origins
May Day has its roots in pre-Christian Europe when 

pagans celebrated the transition from winter to spring.
Roman festivals of flowers gave homage to goddess 

Flora through ritual offerings of milk, honey and garlands. 
In Sweden, the spring date corresponds with a ritual per-
formance of battle between winter and summer. English 
druids marked the half-point for the year by dancing around 
a fire. 

While these rituals began as sacred measures to insure a 
healthy harvest, they evolved into joyful celebrations, a day 
of play to usher in a long summer of work. 

May Day’s Conversion
Early Christians perceived these celebrations as wanton 

and wasteful, and England even banned May Day in the 
1600s.

Later, as industrialism hit the 19th century, May Day 
celebrations spurred nostalgic remembrances of a simpler, 
happier time with images of a pastoral past. French Catho-
lics successfully dedicated the month of May to the Virgin 
Mary, avoiding implications of pagan fertility rites.

The revised holiday began to feature children as symbols 
of innocence, purity and morality. 

May Day in America
Immigrants brought a secular version of Europe’s May 

Day with them to the American 
colonies, but the Puritans held 
it at bay. The social climate 
changed over time, and by the 
end of the 19th century May 
Queen Festivals were intro-
duced on women’s college 
campuses to reinforce social 
values and character building.

Today in the continental 
U.S., one family might bring a 
bouquet of flowers to another 
on the first of May, but full-
blown community celebrations 
are rare. May Day plays second 
fiddle to Easter and Mother’s Day, and communal merriment 
is cast aside in favor of rituals that honor the family and the 
individual.

May Celebrations in Hawai‘i
Unlike the continental U.S., Hawai‘i has a strong 

relationship with May celebrations as an expression of 
community.

Hawai‘i’s first May festivals showcased its new multi-eth-
nic identity at the turn of the century. From 1896 to 1920, the 
Free Kindergarten and Children’s Aid Association hosted 
May pageantry, dancing and games among children of vari-
ous ethnic and cultural backgrounds.

In 1907, Punahou School staged an elaborate May Day 
celebration with a parade of characters associated with medi-
eval Europe such as fairies, milkmaids and court jesters.

Another annual event in the early 1900s occurred each 
May with the Social Meeting of the Daughters of Hawai‘i. 
Hundreds of people came together at Queen Emma’s home 
in Nu‘uanu to chant, sing, dance on the lawn 
and reminisce about the old days. While this 
event does not have formal associations with 
the Euro-American May Day, its content 
reflects that of Hawai‘i’s modern May Day.

Island Pageantry
An entirely different event gave rise to the 

spectacle of island princesses; at the turn of the 
century the Floral Parade, held on Washing-
ton’s Birthday, presented displays of American 
patriotism and paraded the territory’s growing 
number of automobiles, which were lavishly 
decorated with flowers.

During the 1907 Floral Parade, pä‘ü eques-
trians appeared costumed as representations of 
the different Hawaiian islands. Audiences applauded this 
narrative and pageantry, and as a result a range of festivals 
and parades repeated it for years to come.

May Day is Lei Day in Hawai‘i
Don Blanding, a poet from Oklahoma, is most often cred-

ited for May Day’s current form.
In 1928, Blanding suggested setting aside a day to celebrate 

the tradition of giving and receiving 
lei. The Bank of Hawai‘i hosted a 
lei competition and transformed its 
lobby into a flower decked stage for 
the court. Soon after, the Governor 
signed a proclamation stating, “May 
Day is Lei Day in Hawai‘i.” 

Since then, the City and County of 
Honolulu has hosted 
an annual May Day 
celebration featuring 
a royal court, Hawai-
ian musicians, hula 
hälau performances, a 

flower lei competition and a variety of local 
craft vendors at Kapi‘olani Park in Waikïkï 
for audiences primarily comprised of visitors. 
This event serves as a model for many school 
May Day programs. 

Today’s May Day
The range of May Day programs in schools 

today reflects the range of how we perceive 
our multiple and intersecting cultures in 
Hawai‘i.

May Day school programs often fall on a 
continuum of styles, overlapping and combining cultural 
dances in unique ways.

On one end of the spectrum, some May Day programs 
feature solely Hawaiian protocol and hula. They include 
both hula kahiko and hula ‘auana, with the modern style 
more prevalent. Schools featuring this style of program send 
the message that they prioritize Hawaiian culture, although 

much of the content 
comes from a hapa 
haole era.

The next style of 
performance reflects 
local Hawai‘i as a 
melting pot of eth-
nicities. Each grade 
performs a dance, or 
a medley of dances 
from a different cul-
ture. While hula still 
has a presence, these 
programs highlight 
other styles, such as 
Japanese fan dance, 

Chinese lion dance or Filipino tinikling. European and U.S. 
mainland cultures are also represented by waltzes, square 
dancing or maypole dancing.

On the far end of the spectrum, other celebrations feature 
contemporary American dances such as cowboy stepping, 
square dancing, hip-hop, jazz, sign-language, break danc-
ing, the mashed potato, the twist and anything accompanied 
by a Disney song. While these programs may not identify 

themselves as May 
Day programs, they 
share common pro-
grammatic structure 
and traits, and usually 
occur in May.

Kaona
Beneath the surface, 

some people see May 
Day as a way to pre-
serve Hawaiian culture 
– to ensure all children 
have an occasion to 
engage in hula, oli, 
mele and ‘ölelo as an 
expression of culture. 

To them, it is a day to privilege kanaka maoli.
Others see it as a way to develop a multi-cultural Hawai‘i 

with an appreciation for all of the people who made Hawai‘i 
what it is today, especially the plantation era folks who 
poured their sweat into this soil in order to call it home. 
They honor keiki o ka ‘äina – all of the children born and 
raised in Hawai‘i.

Yet others see this occasion as a way for children to 
express themselves through songs and dances with the 
moves they love in a modern society. These are children 
with a shared popular culture in a global society.

The Future of May Day
Those who have abandoned May Day have done so for 

various reasons. For example, Hawaiian charter schools tend 
to emphasize Makahiki, rather than May Day, as an expres-
sion of Hawaiian tradition and identity.

Other schools feel so much pressure to perform academi-
cally that they have deserted May Day altogether in order 
to concentrate on test preparation, or demonstrations they 
perceive as more relevant for developing college and career 
readiness.

With 100 years of history, Hawai‘i’s May Day is expe-
riencing an era of transition that may very well reflect the 
values, priorities, and ambitions of Hawai‘i itself. 

Jamie Simpson Steele is an assistant professor of performing 
arts at the University of Hawai‘i. Her dissertation was titled 
“The May Day Show: Performances of Culture of Hawai‘i Ele-
mentary School Stages.”
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From L to R:  2016 Lady-in-waiting, 2010 Lei Queen Jamie Kaohulani 
Detwiler; 2016 Lei Queen Carol Ana Makana Lani Yamada; and, 2016 
Lady-in-waiting, 2007 Lei Queen Manu Anana. - Photo: Courtesy Dave 
Miyamoto/Dave Miyamoto & Co.

Don Blanding and a young performer during Lei Day celebrations, circa 
1935. - Photo: Archives of Bishop Museum, Honolulu

Mary Wong’s 4th grade class class of '61. May Day 1953. - 
Photo: Courtesy of Kohala Public Library Archives

May Day 1953. - Photo: Courtesy of Kohala Public Library 
Archives

May Days
By Jamie Simpson Steele

Lei Day 1935 at Thomas Square. - 
Photo: Hawai‘i State Archives

Honolulu’s first Lei Queen Nina Bowman and court in 1928. - Photo: Hono-
lulu Advertiser



brought together to share the very 
best of Hawaiian culture. Cel-
ebration starts off by immersing 
participants in Hawaiian cultural 
traditions through the sunrise ritu-
als of hi‘uwai and chanting the sun 
up into the sky. It continues with the 
ceremonial calling and receiving of 
guests who ask for permission to 
enter into the space. The opening 
ceremony also included an ‘awa 

ceremony that set the intention to 
have a successful event and to make 
things pono.

“This celebration is really impor-
tant. We don’t need more anger. We 
hurt ourselves,” said Calvin Hoe, a 
musician and nose flute maker from 
Hakipu‘u. “We need celebrations, 
so that we can heal and move for-
ward and continue on our journey 
with fresh appreciation that will 
carry us. This celebration is very 
necessary.”

Over the years the event has 
morphed into a safe haven for the 

expression of Native Hawaiian 
concerns, accomplishments 
and challenges all while cel-
ebrating the common joy of 
art, food, music and dance.

“I like that they are not afraid 
to tackle the tough questions,” 
shared Kumu Hula Hokulani 
Holt-Padilla. A component of 
the Celebration of the Arts are 
informative speaker panels 
discussing issues facing 
Hawaiians today and films 
on iwi küpuna, the struggle 
for water rights and the repa-
triation of Hawaiian treasures 
such as Kalani‘öpu‘u’s ‘ahu 
‘ula (cloak) and mahiole 
(helmet). 

The Celebration of the Arts gives 
malihini a taste of the complexities 
of being Native Hawaiian in the 
21st century that goes beyond the 
stereotypes.

Cultural practitioner Kalapana 
Kollars shares, “People always 
come to Hawai‘i for that special 
feeling. That feeling is us, our 
küpuna. It is our relationship to the 
land and the sea that is a symbiotic 
relationship that makes this place 
awesome and makes us awesome 
too.” ¢

By Alice Malepeai Silbanuz

T
he Celebration of the Arts 
is a showcase of all 
things Hawai-
ian hosted by 
The Ritz 

Carlton Kapalua 
in Maui. But you 
might be surprised 
to hear of its ori-
gins. The hotel’s 
Cultural Advisor 
Clifford Nae‘ole 
shared the event 
was “inspired by a 
need to move out of 
the blackness and into 
pono.” 

In the late 1980s during the 
construction of the hotel, a mass 
burial site of 900 iwi küpuna was 
unearthed. Following demonstra-
tions by the Hawaiian community, 
the site of the hotel was moved and 
the burial ground was turned into 
the Honokahua Preservation site.

Nae‘ole is deeply committed to 
his kuleana to take care of the iwi 

küpuna and promote pono. The 
three-day event Nae‘ole 

and his team have 
created is very pur-

poseful in its design 
to build under-
standing, promote 
healing and build 
relationships that 
are pono. For the 
last 25 years, the 
highly anticipated 

festival has brought 
together malihini and 

kama‘äina to experi-
ence authentic Hawaiian 

culture through various activities 
including hands-on art demonstra-
tions, hula and mele.

Hawaiian cultural practitioners 
from throughout the pae ‘äina are 
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Celebration of the Arts:

Promoting Pono
for 25 Years

The three-day Celebration of Arts on Maui brings together Hawaiian practitioners from across the pae ‘āina and offers malihini and kama‘aina 
an opportunity to experience authentic Hawaiian culture. - Photos: Kai Markell

We need celebrations, so that we can heal and move for-
ward and continue on our journey with fresh appreciation 
that will carry us. This celebration is very necessary.

— Calvin Hoe, musician and nose flute maker from Hakipu‘u
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Submitted by the Native Hawaiian 
Legal Corporation

W
hen county and 
state enforcement 
agencies, including 
the attorney gen-
eral and the Office 

of the Corporation Counsel, fail to 
carry out their trust duties to protect 
the public’s interest in public trust 
resources or to enforce the law and 
the State Constitution, the people 
and precious resources of Hawai‘i 
are unreasonably and unnecessarily 
placed in harm’s way.  

When such circumstances pres-
ent themselves, the public’s last and 

only line of defense is representa-
tion of the public interest by private 
attorneys acting pro bono publico. 
(See, In Re Water Use Permit Appli-
cations, 96 Haw. 27, 30, 25 P.3d 
802, 805 ([Haw. 2001]). On these 
occasions, the Native Hawaiian 
Legal Corporation is duty bound to 
step in to fill the void. 

Preservation of our historic 
resources is a very important duty 
that has been placed upon the 
state and its respective agencies. 
Hawai‘i’s historic preservation stat-
ute, which is set forth in Haw. Rev. 
Stat. § 6E, provides:

(b) Any person may main-
tain an action in the trial 

court having jurisdiction 
where the alleged viola-
tion occurred or is likely to 
occur for restraining orders 
or injunctive relief against 
the State, its political subdi-
visions, or any person upon 
a showing of irreparable 
injury, for the protection 
of an historic property or 
a burial site and the public 
trust therein from unauthor-
ized or improper demolition, 
alteration, or transfer of the 
property or burial site.

Since the early 1980s, the 
Native Hawaiian Legal Corpora-
tion (NHLC) has continuously and 

consistently sought to protect the 
public interest in historic proper-
ties and other public trust resources 
throughout the state. In each of 
these instances, NHLC has repre-
sented Hawaiians who have taken 
on the kuleana of ensuring that the 
laws which protect our precious 
resources are timely and effectively 
enforced.

Haw. Rev. Stat. § 607-25(e)(1) 
provides another compelling reason 
of the need and justification for pri-
vate attorney generals. This statute 
provides as follows:

(e) In any civil action in this 
State where a private party sues 
for injunctive relief against another 

private party who has been or is 
undertaking any development 
without obtaining all permits or 
approvals required by law from 
government agencies: 

(1) The court may award reason-
able attorneys’ fees and costs of the 
suit to the prevailing party. 

…
The “private attorney general” 

doctrine is premised upon the fol-
lowing three-prong test: "1) the 
strength or societal importance 
of the public policy vindicated by 
the litigation, (2) the necessity for 
private enforcement and the magni-
tude of the resultant burden on the 
plaintiff, (3) the number of people 
standing to benefit from the deci-
sion.” 

By Derek Kauanoe

H
ow could a Native 
Hawaiian government 
use federal recognition 
to improve the lives 
of its citizens? This is 

rarely talked about when discuss-
ing Hawaiian sovereignty within 
the U.S. legal system. Instead, dis-
cussions tend to focus on what the 
federal government could or might 
do to a Native Hawaiian govern-
ment. The difference between the 
two is that caring for the nation’s 
citizens is an “internal matter” 
while the government-to-govern-
ment relationship is an “external 
matter.”  This month’s column 
shows how Native nations use the 
government-to-government rela-
tionship (external matter) to protect, 
manage, and develop their inter-
nal affairs. We start with a Native 
Hawaiian, who is also a Tribal 
Chairman or Chief. He shares how 
his Native nation uses federal recog-

nition to address their needs. Then, 
how Native nations ensure mean-
ingful employment for their citizens 
is briefly reviewed. We also learn 
how two particular Native nations 
provide housing for citizens.

Protecting Resources
Reno Keoni Franklin is the Chief 

of the Kashia Band of Pomo Indi-
ans and is also the son of Pearlann 
Ku‘ulani Makaiwi. He also has 
‘ohana living on Moloka‘i. Keoni 
explained, “The government-to-
government relationship makes it 
possible for us to keep the state out 
of our land base. We have our own 
public water system that we regulate, 
and guess what? Our water quality 
standards are higher than California’s 
standards. Our water is cleaner.”

Keoni related this information to 
some Native Hawaiians’ concerns 
about pesticides when he explained, 
“A recognized Native Hawaiian 
government with trust lands would 
have an easier time protecting their 
trust lands from harmful pesticides 
and other unwanted chemicals.” 

He also explained “Our tradi-
tional culture shapes our laws. This 
makes our laws unique. While our 
cultural law may not necessarily be 
codified, it is customary and influ-

ences our decisions. For instance, 
let’s say a citizen wants to cut a tree 
down on our land base. Our laws 
determine whether or not a tree can 
be cut down. If the tree is a ceremo-
nial tree, our laws prohibit that tree 
from being cut down.”

Employment Opportunities
Sovereign Native nations use Tribal 

Employment Rights Ordinances 
(TEROs) to provide meaningful 
employment opportunities for their 
citizens (and sometimes even spouses 
of citizens). In summary, TEROs 
provide for hiring preferences for a 
Native nation’s citizens to ensure that 
such people “gain their rightful share 
of employment … and business oppor-
tunities on and near” their land base.

In general, the ordinance governs 
employers (including non-tribal 
employers) doing business on the land 
base. This preference is considered 
consistent with the Supreme Court’s 

Morton v. Mancari holding that the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs’ hiring pref-
erence – for members of recognized 
Native nations – is constitutional.

TEROs help Native nations address 
poverty and unemployment on their 
land bases. According to the Coun-
cil for Tribal Employment Rights, 
TEROs also “eliminate discrimina-
tory and other historical barriers” that 
Indigenous people have experienced 
when seeking employment.

Housing
Native nations also use their fed-

erally recognized status to address 
their citizens’ housing needs. 
The Citizen Potawatomi Nation 
(“CPN”) has a housing department 
that “assists in providing a decent, 
safe and sanitary housing” to its 
citizenry. CPN provides various 
services primarily for its citizens 
including down payment and clos-
ing cost assistance grants, grants for 
constructing a new home within the 
land base, and an acquisition pro-
gram for buying existing homes 
within the land base.

The Winnebago Tribe uses its 
business revenues to provide hous-
ing to its citizens.  In 2015, CEO 
Lance Morgan explained, “We 
took on the goal of building 100 
housing units in the next 5 years[.] 
We also agreed to put in place the 
infrastructure for another 100 hous-
ing units[.]” Apparently, this will be 

accomplished through a combina-
tion of single and multi-family units 
as well as a senior living complex.

Native Hawaiians
Seeing for ourselves how other 

Native nations leverage their sov-
ereignty to improve the lives of 
their citizens, we encourage Native 
Hawaiians to dream about what this 
could mean for our people. Imagine 
a future where a Native Hawaiian 
government has full authority to 
protect and manage its natural and 
cultural resources. What might that 
mean for taro farmers when a gov-
ernment supports and prioritizes 
taro cultivation?

Imagine a future where a Native 
Hawaiian government prioritizes 
employment and housing for its cit-
izens on its land base. What might 
this mean for Native Hawaiian par-
ents struggling to provide food and 
shelter to their keiki?

While the government-to-gov-
ernment relationship is important to 
discuss, it is perhaps more important 
for Native Hawaiians to imagine and 
discuss the opportunities available 
from that relationship and decide if 
we want those opportunities.¢

OHA’s Governance Program 
examines different governance 
models, issues, etc., and shares 
information with our beneficiaries 
through monthly KWO columns.

Improving Native Hawaiians’ Lives

The Native Rights cases, NHLC is often a Private Attorney General

Reno Keoni 
Franklin

Lance Morgan

See native rights on page 25



By Hui ‘Aimalama

Ikiiki (April 26- May 25)
Ikiiki is the name of the first malama 

(month) of kau wela, or the summer 
season, and also the name for the 
planet Jupiter. Ikiiki also means “stifiling 
heat and humidity; acute discomfort, 
pain, grief, suffering; to be weary, sti-
fling, sultry, stuffy.”

T
he ‘Aimalama team is 
always seeking new 
and creative ways to 
share information about 
Kaulana Mahina and 

the ‘Aimalama methodology to a 
broader community and recently 
used Facebook as an online tool to 
host an interactive class.

In the malama of Welo, the first 
session was held: What does it mean 
to be a mauliauhonua? At least 97 
friends were interested in attend-
ing this Facebook session and 55 
actively participated in the discus-
sions. Participants joined in from 
our pae ‘äina Hawai‘i, as well as 
Texas, Washington and Aotearoa.

Pract i t ioners 
such as fishermen, 
farmers, sailors, 
lei makers, hunt-
ers, hula dancers, 
kapa practitioners, 
salt makers and 
others who work 
directly with the 
environment gen-
erally collect their resources from 
the same locations for years or even 
generations. Their practice provides 
opportunity to make note of the 
cycles, weather patterns, animal 
behaviors, or any changes over 
time. Practitioners can definitively 
see whether or not their surround-
ings are being affected by climate 
change. The ‘Aimalama method 
provides tools and techniques so 
that communities are able to say 
in confidence, “Climate change is 
happening because…” These tools 
and techniques can empower us to 
be our own advocates to survive the 
change.

The discussion started with a 
question: “Have there been any 
noted environmental changes that 

have affected the way people are 
doing their practices in the last five 
years?” That question began nearly 
an hour-and-a-half of boisterous dis-
cussion. Here’s some of the changes 

that people have been 
witnessing – kölea are 
arriving earlier, there 
are now higher tides 
which means fish-
pond walls need to be 
built higher, there are 
higher temperatures 
on the higher eleva-
tions of Haleakalä, the 
Wanini reef on Kaua‘i 

is so different with unfamiliar spe-
cies of fish and inedible limu, there 
is noted erosion at Mäkaha Beach, 
and mangoes at Känewai are bearing 
fruit when normally the season occurs 
a month later. 

Our topic of discussion was 
about the term “Mauliauhonua.” 
The Pukui & Elbert Hawaiian 
dictionary says: mauliauhonua – 
“Descendant of old chiefs of a land; 
established, ancient, as a family. Ua 
kü këia welo ä mauliauhonua, this 
family is old and well established 
(1985).” Simply said, the term 
mauliauhonua is given to a family 
or a community that has been on 
the same plot of land for multiple 
generations. They are a family or 
community that has become well 

established. It means that these gen-
erational residents understand their 
surroundings intimately. They know 
all the names of the rains, winds, 
waterways, peaks, plateaus, moun-
tains and other natural features in 
their area. They also know the sea-
sons of nature and have figured out 
how to live efficiently within their 
surroundings. These mauliauhonua 
have survived, engaged and adapted 
their practices to their own particu-
lar space. A person who is called a 
mauliauhonua does not need an app 
to tell him or her what’s going on in 
their own backyard. A mauliauho-
nua is the app. The ultimate result 

of learning the ‘Aimalama method 
is to become the app.

The discussion went on to 
describe the five components in 
developing a person whose family 
will eventually become mauliauho-
nua. If you are interested in learning 
more about mauliauhonua, these 
five components, or joining us for 
the next Facebook class, look for 
@huiaimalama on Facebook and 
request to join the group.

More info about ‘Aimalama: 
http://aimalama.org ¢
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‘Aimalama
lunar calendar

‘Aimalama 
A Solution Based on Ancestral Knowledge

VOCABULARy
K�aulana mahina - The 

position of the moon
Mahina - Moon
Malama - Lunar month 
A�nahulu - A period of 

10 moon phases

He‘eia fishpond. - Photo: Courtesy of Kalei Nu‘uhiwa/Paepae ‘o He‘eia

32rd Annual Duke Kahanamoku Beach Challenge. - Photo: Kai Markell

32nd Annual Duke Kahanamoku 
Beach Challenge
By Jeff Apaka

H
ead to Waikïkï for watersports and Makahiki games at the 32rd 
Annual Duke Kahanamoku Beach Challenge.

This year the popular Waikïkï Community Center fundraiser 
takes place on Sunday, May 7, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. There will be 
fun and excitement for all at Duke’s Beach and Lagoon at Hilton 

Hawaiian Village. 
Funds raised allow the Waikïkï Community Center to continue serving 

küpuna, keiki, malihini and people in need in our community. 
Come and cheer on your favorite team; OHA, Sheraton Hotel, E Noa, 

Duke’s Waikïkï, Koga Engineering, Aqua/Aston Hotels, Wakïkï Beach Mar-
riott, Nordic Construction, Hawaiian Electric, Hyatt Regency Waikïkï, Tiki’s 
Grill and more. 

It never too late to put in a team so email Jill Okimura at: jokimura@
waikikicommunitycenter.org or call 923-1802 Ext. 108. ¢



By Lindsey Kesel

F
luff up your feather hat-
bands and iron your best 
mu‘umu‘u – it’s almost 
time for the pä‘ina you’ve 
been waiting all year for, the 

Gabby Pahinui Waimänalo Kan-
ikapila. On May 13, from 9 a.m. to 
6 p.m., everyone and their aunties 
are invited to attend a celebration 
of music, culture and aloha.

Cyril Pahinui and his wife Chelle 
host the annual event not just to 
entertain, but also to perpetuate 
the uniqueness of Hawai‘i’s musi-
cal identity and preserve Hawaiian 
culture. The party is really a con-
tinuation of the legendary jam 
sessions that were held at the Pahi-
nui home in Waimänalo during 
Cyril’s youth – gatherings that grew 
into a phenomenon that is said to 
have spurred a true rejuvenation of 
Hawai‘i’s musical traditions.

As the Kanikapila draws closer, 
Chelle is busy with tasks to ready 
the festival for the Na‘alehu The-
atre, the nonprofit organization that 
produces the event. She reflects on 
the event’s humble beginnings:

We first started the festival 
as a gathering for musicians 
like in the old days, to spend 
a day together just playing 

music. We called some guys to 
come over and we thought we 
would just go to the park and 
play. Over a thousand people 
showed up, so the City & 
County said next year we had 
to get permits and security and 
insurance and tents. Cyril said 
he wanted to do it for 10 years 
and see how it goes. It is a big 
effort to put on a FREE con-
cert for 2,000 to 3,000 people, 
and every year I ask my hus-
band, “Are you sure you want 
to do it?” He always says, “We 
said we would do 10 years, so 
we do 10 years.”

Chelle hints at some of the 
exciting acts joining in this year, 
including Hawai‘i Island performers 
like Aunty Diana Aki, Ben Kaili’s 
group Kanakapila, Kunia Galdeira, 
Sonny Lim, Kevin KeAloha and 

Christy Lassitar. Thanks to new 
sponsorship by the Hawai‘i Tour-
ism Authority, they’ve asked the 
Hawaiian swing band Kahulanui to 
play for the event’s finale, a group 
they’ve long had their sights on, 
but until now they simply couldn’t 
afford to fly the nine performers 
over from Hawai‘i Island. 

This year also features special 
tributes to the beloved members of 
the music community who were lost 
this past year – Palani Vaughn, Ernie 
Cruz Jr. and Eddie Kamae. Vaughn 
will be featured on this year’s event 
shirt. “He has always been a sig-
nificant part of the Pahinui sound 
and projects,” says Chelle. “He was 
there in the backyard days and every 
year for the past nine years, always 
one of the first to arrive and the last 
to leave. It is a big loss for us this 
year.” Cruz and Kamae will be hon-
ored with special performances by 
friends and family, as well. 

“The event has found its place 
in the community and grown every 
year,” says Chelle. “We try to honor 
the old, the new and everything in 
between as we pay tribute to the 
legacy of Gabby, his musician bud-
dies and Waimänalo as a unique 
cultural center.” To commemorate 
a decade of successful Kanikapila 
productions, the public is also 

invited to attend the unveiling of 
a new statue of Gabby Pahinui in 
Waikïkï on May 26th.

For more information, please 
visit gabbypahinui.com. 

“Hi‘ilawe”: Kı̄ hō‘alu master 
Cyril Pahinui debuts first  
solo live album

Cyril’s new live solo album 
is now available for your listen-

ing pleasure, featuring songs 
from several concerts in the early 
1990s, plus a video of new record-
ings taped live at the base of the 
1,300-foot Hi‘ilawe waterfall in 
gorgeous Waipi‘o Valley, with all 
songs recorded on Cyril’s 12-string 
Martin guitar. 

Album proceeds will support 
Cyril’s ongoing recovery from lung 
surgery last year, funding lomilomi 
and lä‘au lapa‘au treatments, with 
a portion of each CD sold going to 
benefit Waipi‘o Valley Community 
Organization.

Purchase a CD and instant digi-
tal download of “Hi‘ilawe” at www.
cyrilpahinui.com – where you can 
also watch a video of Cyril per-
forming the title track at the base 
of Hi‘ilawe Falls in Waipio Valley. 
The video is also included with the 
digital download, along with cover 
art, the CD booklet and “Hi‘ilawe” 
sheet music and tablature tran-
scribed by Jeff Petersen. ¢

The original Pahinui Waimānalo Kanikapila at the Pahinui home on Bell St. in Waimānalo with, from left, Cyril Pahinui, Gabby “Pops”  
Pahinui, Bla Pahinui, Peter Moon, and Palani Vaughan. - Photo: Courtesy of Chelle Pahinui
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Sneak Peek: 10th Annual 
Gabby Pahinui Kanikapila!

At the Third Annual Gabby Pahinui Waimānalo 
Kanikapila on Aug. 7, 2010, Alan Akaka, 
Dennis Kamakahi and Palani Vaughan chat 
backstage. - Photo: Blaine Fergerstrom

OFFICE OF MAUNAKEA
MANAGEMENT

OMKM would like to invite you
to talk story aboutMaunakea

For more information call
933-0734
or email

omkm@hawaii.edu

http://www.malamamaunakea.org/


Lei Day Heritage  
Festival
May 1, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Celebrate Hawaiian history 
and culture with free lei making 
workshops, special exhibitions of 
historical artifacts, Hawaiian arts 
and crafts workshops, demonstra-
tions, informational booths and guest 
speakers. The event is sponsored by 
OHA Trustee Carmen “Hulu” Lind-
sey. Free. Hale Hö‘ike‘ike, Bailey 
House, info@mauimuseum.org or 
(808) 244-3326.

Parade of Farms: North 
Shore Edition
May 6, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Spend a day learning about farms 
in Waialua through informational 
booths about local farming initia-
tives, short tours of nearby North 
Shore agribusinesses, a farmer’s 
market and in-depth farm tours (res-
ervations needed). Free. Waialua 
Sugar Mill, www.parade-of-farms.
org, 622-9026.

2017 Hawai‘i Book & 
Music Festival
May 6-7, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Celebrate literature, music and 

storytelling at this family-friendly 
festival that brings together 
authors, entertainers, scholars 
and book and music lovers. 
The OHA-sponsored Alana 
Hawaiian Culture Pavilion will 
feature 14 panels on diverse 
topics ranging from life 
in the Hawaiian King-
dom before the arrival 
of the missionaries to 
a new Native Hawai-
ian constitution. A 
conversation with 
“The Natives are 
Restless” author 
Constance Hale 
and Kumu Hula 
Patrick Makuakane 
– whose hälau will 
perform – starts 
at 10 a.m. in the 
Mission Memorial 
Auditorium, Free. Frank 
F. Fasi Civic Grounds, 
hawaiibookandmusicfes-
tival.com.

18th Annual 
Ho‘okupu Aloha
May 6, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Bring the ‘ohana to 

Kualoa Ranch for entertainment, 
hälau performances, food and 
craft booths. Hökü Zuttermeister, 
Jerry Santos and Moon Kahele are 
among the entertainers. Presented 
by Kuhai Hälau O Kahealani Pa 
‘Olapa Kahiko under the direction 
of Kumu Mary Kapau. Contact 
Homealani Kupau Royos at 754-
5035 for more information. 

32nd Duke Kahanamoku 
Beach Challenge
May 7, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Help support the Wai-
kïkï Community Center 
with watersports and 
makahiki games. Duke’s 

Beach and Lagoon at 
Hilton Hawaiian 

Village Beach, 
waikikicom-
munitycenter.
org, 923-

1802.

Nä Hulu 
Lehua: The 

Royal Cloak 
& Helmet of 
Kalani‘öpu‘u
May 10, 5:30 p.m.

Come learn about the 
significance of high chief 
Kalani‘öpu‘u, the royal 
feather garments he gifted 
to Captain Cook in 1770, 
and the partners that 
worked together to bring 
Kalani‘öpu‘u’s treasured 

‘ahu ‘ula and mahiole to the people 
of Hawai‘i. Free. Historic Waimea 
Theatre, www.oha.org/kalaniopuu. 

Ku‘i Ai Pöhaku
May 13, 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

OHA and ‘Aha Punana Leo o 
Moloka‘i present a Hawaiian cul-
ture workshop on the art of making 
a poi pounder. After a journey to 
the east side of the island to gather 
pöhaku, experts will guide attend-
ees through the process of carving. 
Free. Lanikeha Community Center, 
call OHA’s Moloka‘i office at (808) 
560-3611 for more information.

10th Annual Gabby Pahi-
nui Kanikapila
May 13, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.

A “gathering of Hawaiian musi-
cians” to recognize Gabby Pahinui 
& Waimänalo as a center for Hawai-
ian music and cultural preservation, 
while developing and strengthening 
community pride and partnerships. 
Free. Waimänalo Beach Park, www.
gabbypahinui.com.

Malia Craver Hula 
Kahiko Competition
May 13, 10 a.m.

Started for young dancers who 
weren’t experienced enough to 
compete at Merrie Monarch, the 
annual hula kahiko competition 
offers middle and high schoolers a 
contest of their own. Free. ‘Iolani 
School, www.kpcahawaii.com.

Nä Mele Honua, Songs 
of the Earth
May 13, 2017, 5:30 to 8 p.m.

The 2017 Mele Series is inspired 
by the verses of “Ke Ao Nani” and 
highlights the balance of opposites 
in the natural world. This concert 
will feature Earth-inspired stories 
and lore, songs, hula and chants. 
$35. www.missionhouses.org, 447-
3910, info@missionhouses.org.

Horse Show and Coun-
try Fair Fundraiser
May 20, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Have fun with the family while 
supporting Therapeutic Horseman-
ship of Hawai‘i. Fundraiser features 
games, pony rides, a bounce house 
and mounted events, along with 
food, craft and tack sales. Waimän-
alo Polo Field, thhwaimanalo.org.

Keiki Day at Queen 
Emma Summer Palace
May 20, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Celebrate the 159th birthday 
of Crown Prince Albert Edward, 
son of King Kamehameha IV and 
Queen Emma with free admission 
to the summer palace. 2913 Pali 
Highway, 595-3167, daughtersof-
hawaii.org.

Hänau Ka Ua
May 27, 1 p.m to 3 p.m.

This presentation on “Hänau 
Ka Ua: Hawaiian Rain Names” 
by authors Leimomi Akana and 
Kiele Gonzales will include hula 
performances by Hälau Hula o 
Läna‘ikäula and Hälau Hula o 
Lehua o Näna‘ihale. Free. Läna‘i 
High & Elementary School, call 
OHA’s Läna‘i office at (808) 565-
7930 for more information. 
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Calendar Listings
To have a local event listed in our 
monthly calendar, emeil kwo@oha.
org at least six weeks in advance. Make 
sure to include the location, price, date 
and time. If available, please attach a 
high-resolution (300 dpi) photograph 
with your email.

MAMo 2017
Celebrate Native Hawaiian 

artists throughout the month of 
May at art exhibits, arts mar-
kets and wearable art shows 
hosted by the PA‘I Founda-
tion. Visit www.paifoundation.
org/mamo-2017 for a full list 
of events. Here are some high-
lights:

• May 5, 11 a.m.: Juried Exhibit at PA‘I Arts Gal-
lery at Kälia, running through July 5 in the mauka 
wing of Ala Moana Center. Free.

• May 5, 6 to 9 p.m.: Awards Ceremony & First 
Friday Gallery Walk, honoring Moana Eisley, Umi 

Kai and Brook Parker at ARTS at 
Marks Garage. Free. The exhibit 
will be open through July 5.

• May 17, 7 p.m.: The MAMo 
2017 Wearable Art Show, hosted 
by Vicky Holt Takamine and 
Robert Cazimero, features design-
ers Sonny Ching, Kanoelani 
Davis, Momi Greene, Kawika 
Lum-Nelmida, Keoua Nelsen, 
Kehaulani Nielson and Nita 

Pilage at Hawai‘i Theatre. $17-$57. 528-0506, www.
hawaiitheatre.com.

• May 19-20, 5 to 7 p.m.: The Arts Market at the 
Pa‘akai Marketplace features shopping, entertain-
ment and a mini fashion show. Free. SALT at Our 
Kaka‘ako. 

Hawai‘i News Now reporter 
Mileka Lincoln models a Wahine 
Toa design.

Wearable art by Marques Marzan. - Photos: 
Courtesy of Kyle Wright/PA‘I Foundation

MAMo at the Honolulu 
Night Market in 2016.



By Ka Wai Ola Staff

N
ot every-
one has the 
skill and 
expertise to 
compete at 

Merrie Monarch but 
for nearly 40 decades 
middle and high school 
students have been able 
to compete amongst 
themselves.

On May 13, ‘Iolani School will 
host the annual Malia Craver Kahiko 
Hula Competition. More than just a 
contest, the event gives students the 
opportunity to learn about Hawai-
ian culture, receive hula training 
and share their skill and knowledge 
about ancient Hawaiian hula. 

The competition calls for exten-
sive research and training to bring 
mo‘olelo to life through hula 
kahiko. The format is similar to 

Merrie Monarch’s, 
allowing participants 
six minutes for narra-
tion, ‘oli, ka‘i, ho‘i and 
hula. 

The amateur event 
was founded by Aunty 
Malia Craver and Earl 
Kawai when they real-
ized their group of 
young dancers from the 
Queen Lili‘uokalani 
Children’s Center-

Windward Unit were unable to 
compete at the Merrie Monarch 
level. Their QLCC unit held the first 
hula kahiko competition in 1978. 
In 1986, the Kalihi-Palama Culture 
& Arts Society became the event 
sponsor, with support from schools 
and other agencies, including the 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs.

The Malia Craver Hula Kahiko 
Competition begins 10 a.m. at 
‘Iolani School. ¢
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Hula event showcases 
secondary students’ skill

Secondary students will compete at ‘Iolani School on May 13. - Photos: Roy Yamasaki

Students share their skill and knowledge of ancient hula.

Malia Craver. - Photo: Blaine 
Fergerstrom

http://www.waimeavalley.net
http://www.hiilei.org/


Tons of trash removed 
from Midway Atoll

Roughly 100,000 pounds of 
marine debris was removed from Pap-
ahänaumokuäkea Marine National 
Monument and sent to Honolulu last 
month. The 12 shipping containers 
of debris will ultimately be inciner-
ated at the city’s H-Power plant to 
produce electricity.

The debris had been collected 
Midway and Kure Atolls’ reefs and 
beaches over the past six years, and 
stored on the tarmac at Midway 
awaiting shipping. The collection 
was a joint effort by the State of 
Hawai‘i, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration. 

“The success of this project is 
linked to effective inter-agency 
coordination, communication and 
action,” said Jason Misaki, O‘ahu 
Wildlife Manager, DLNR’s Division 
of Forestry and Wildlife. “Marine 
debris in the Monument affects all 
partners, making joint efforts like this 
one extremely instrumental to our 
continued protection of resources.” 

Marine debris poses a threat to 
wildlife, who may ingest or get 

entangled in it. More than five tons 
of plastic debris ends up on Midway 
each year and plastics and derelict 
fishing gear has been found in nests 
on the beaches.

“Marine debris are not some-
thing you can clean up just once; it 
takes a sustained effort over time,” 
said U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Superintendent Matt Brown. “By 
working with the State of Hawai‘i, 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs and 
NOAA, we can accomplish more 
than any one agency on its own to 
clean up marine debris and educate 
the public to prevent it from enter-
ing the ecosystem.”

Want to improve your 
digital skills?

OHA is sponsoring training in 
Hilo and Nänäkuli this month for 
Native Hawaiians interested in digi-
tal media and technology.

The Nä Leo TV Student Pro-
ducer Program, beginning May 5, 
is a partnership between Nä Leo TV 
and the OHA East Hawai‘i Office to 
train Native Hawaiians to be exter-
nal producers for NLTV. During this 
month-long program, participants 

will film, edit and produce their 
own homestead association meet-
ings, which will be aired on Nä Leo 
TV. Call OHA’s Hilo office at (808) 
933-3106 to reserve your seat.

The Purple Mai‘a ‘Ohana Learning 
Day on May 13 from 9 a.m. to 4:45 
p.m. is a chance for the whole ‘ohana 
to learn about technology literacy, 
several coding languages and plat-
forms for building games. Open to 
members of the Nänäkuli community 
served by the Boys and Girls Club of 
Hawai‘i, as well as families served 
by afterschool tech education classes. 
Free. Nänäkuli Boys and Girls Club, 
kokua@purplemaia.org.

KUPU to upgrade Kewalo 
Basin Net Shed

KUPU, a conservation and 
youth education nonprofit, received 
approval from the Hawai‘i Commu-
nity Development Corporation to 
negotiate a long-term lease for the 
Kewalo Basin Net Shed Facility.

KUPU has occupied the facility on 
a month-to-month basis since 2010. 
The long term lease would allow the 
organization to make improvements, 
such as creating a Green Jobs Train-

ing and Community Center. KUPU 
also plans to upgrade the employ-
ment training facility and offer 
improved educational services and 
cultural activities. In addition, plans 
for the new facility include creating 
a LEED Certified Green Building 
that will host renewable technolo-
gies technologies and sustainable 
activities.

“I am proud to have KUPU in my 
district,” said State Senator Brick-
wood Galuteria. “Their presence at 
the current Net Shed has already 
significantly benefited the Kewalo 
Basin and Kaka‘ako area, making 
the park usable again for all com-
munity members. Kupu’s Green 
Jobs Training and Community 
Center will be the first-of-its-kind 
in the state, and I look forward to 
the many more positive develop-
ments that it will bring.”

Pinky Thompson docu-
mentary airing on PBS

As Höküle‘a nears the end of its 
Mälama Honua Worldwide Voyage, 
“Pacific Heartbeat” on PBS will 
present a documentary on Myron 
“Pinky” Thompson, who served as 

the Polynesian Voyaging Society’s 
president for nearly two decades. 
It was Thompson’s early vision 
that the traditional voyaging canoe 
would circumnavigate the globe.

Airing May 6 at 8 p.m. on PBS 
Hawai‘i, “Visions in the Dark: 
The Life of Pinky Thompson” is 
a full-length feature from film-
makers Ty Sanga and Vince Keala 
Lucero about a beloved civic leader. 
Thompson, who died in 2001, 
was a social worker and a key 
figure in several Native Hawaiian 
organizations, including Kame-
hameha Schools, Alu Like, Queen 
Lili‘uokalani Children’s Center and 
Papa Ola Lökahi.

Pinky Thompson’s son, Nainoa, 
a master navigator and president of 
the Polynesian Voyaging Society, is 
leading the Höküle‘a’s worldwide 
voyage.

“Pacific Heartbeat,” which is 
broadcast nationally, begins its 
sixth season this month. The series 
of critically acclaimed documenta-
ries offer a glimpse into the Pacific 
Islander experience. Visit the Pacific 
Islanders in Communications web-
site at piccom.org to find out about 
other upcoming films. 

Lanikai School changes 
its name

Lanikai Public Charter School will 
be changing its name to Ka‘öhao at its 
May Day celebration, reflecting the 
traditional name of the area between 
Kailua and Waimänalo beaches.

The name change is a result of a 
growing awareness about the history 
of the area. As students learned more 
about Ka‘öhao, they wanted to know 
how the history and names of the land 
could be forgotten. Originally planned 
to be the name of a new enrichment 
and arts center, Ka‘öhao will now be 
the name of the entire school.

Festival celebrates Kü‘s bird

Celebrate the Mano O Kü – Kü‘s 
Bird (White Tern), the official bird 
of Honolulu, on ‘Iolani Palace’s 
Coronation Lawn.

The 2017 Manu o Kü Festival 
takes place May 20 from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. The event is free and open 
to the public.
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Kelina Kiyoko Ke‘ano‘ilehua Tiffany Eldredge of Hālau Hi‘iakainamakalehua wowed Merrie Monarch judges with her solo Kahiko and 
‘Auana performances on the first night of competition. She took away the big title of the night – Miss Aloha Hula – as well as the 
Hawaiian Language Award from the Office of Hawaiian Affairs for excellence in ‘ōlelo Hawai‘i. Eldredge, a hula sister of last year’s Miss 
Aloha Hula Kayli Ka‘iulani Carr, captured the Miss Aloha Hula title by a scant 0.2 points after an unprecedented double-tie breaker with 
first runner up Julyen Machiko Kaloke Kaluna of Hula Hālau ‘O Kamuela. Eldredge is the second consecutive Miss Aloha Hula for Kumu 
Hula Robert Ke‘ano Ka‘upu IV and Lono Padilla. - Photo: Alice Silbanuz

Miss Aloha Hula 2017E kala mai
> The descendants of Hewa-

hewa’s celebration of iwi 
protection at Waimea Valley 
has been postponed until Sept. 
17 and will not be held in May, 
as reported on page 20 of the 
April issue.

Scuba and free divers removed a piece of 
derelict fishing gear that was more than 28 
feet long, 7 feet wide, and had a dense cur-
tain that extended 16 feet deep. The large 
net weighed 11.5 tons. - Photo: NOAA



way Malo was. (John Papa) ‘Ï‘ï was 
not trained the way Malo was.” 

The publication date for the two 
volumes of The Mo‘olelo Hawai‘i 
of Davida Malo has not yet been set, 
however, University of Hawai‘i Press 
expects it will be sometime in 2019.

Besides an English translation, 
the book will include pictures of 
every page of the best manuscript 
of the work, Hawaiian language 
transcriptions and a critical text. 
Lyon, the co-author, said the critical 
text aims to restore Malo’s original 
intention based on “bits and pieces 
of Mo‘olelo Hawaii wherever they 
are found,” in this case the two com-
plete manuscripts of Ka Mo‘olelo 
Hawaii, some of which is in Malo’s 
own hand, and Hawaiian language 
newspapers, among other sources. 
This critical text treatment is applied 
to handwritten manuscripts, includ-
ing the Bible and Shakespeare, 

where misspellings, omissions and 
errors can occur, he said.

Asked what insight he will share 
with people at the festival, Lyon 
said, “that if they want to know 
what Hawai‘i was like through all 
those centuries when Hawai‘i was 
its own world, you have to read 
David Malo.” 

Roger Jellinek, executive director 
of the 12th annual Hawaii Book & 
Music Festival, said it’s important to 
spotlight scholarly works on Hawai-
ian history and culture and make them 
accessible to a wider audience. 

“It’s as much a teaching event as 
it is an entertaining event,” he said. 
“To me one important thing about 
the Alana program, in addition to 
giving a public airing to these books 
which otherwise never get it, is by 
having their authors and their col-
leagues present them in panels. 
Over the years we help to create a 
cadre of public intellectuals who 
can address a general audience, not 
just an academic audience.” ¢

The first prong is clearly satisfied 
when the matter involves the protec-
tion of constitutional rights and/or 
constitutionally protected historic 
sites and cultural properties deemed 
to be of profound significance to the 
public. With respect to the second 
prong, when such constitutionally 
protected interests go unprotected 
due to the failure of government 
agencies responsible for enforcing 
the law and thereby protecting the 
public’s interest, private individuals 
are left with no choice but to step 
in. Finally, when the constitution 
and laws of this state are upheld, 
all of the people of Hawai‘i benefit 
from a private citizen’s legal efforts 
to protect constitutional provisions 
and constitutionally protected sites 
and practices. ¢
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Featured entertainment includes 
Hawaiian music and hula by Kumu 
Hula James Dela Cruz, Hula Hälau 
Na ‘Öpio A Me Na Küpuna O 

Ko‘olau and Hula Hälau O Pua 
Kapele. There will also be games 
and prizes for keiki, crafts and edu-
cational activities, a nature costume 
contest, a digital photo exhibit and 
snacks and refreshments for pur-
chase. There will also be bird tours 

and a spotting scope.
For more information, contact the 

Conservation Council for Hawai‘i 
at 593-0255 or info@conservehi.
org, or visit www.manuokufesti-
val.org.

40th Annual Nä Hökü 
Hanohano Awards

Enter, Smile, Pause – Wait for the 
camera flash, or many flashes.

What is often called “the Hawai-
ian Grammy’s” is coming up May 
20th at the Hawai‘i Convention 
Center, brought to you by Hawai‘i 
Academy of Recording Arts. The 
event is elegant, televised live in 
the islands and streamed around the 
world. It is Hollywood Hawaiian 
style. Ticket prices are not inex-
pensive – ranging from $150 for 

kama‘äina to $250 for VIP – but the 
evening of entertainment delivers.

In addition to recognizing 36 
new award winners, the show will 
look back over the past 40 years and 
feature important artists, or feature 
tributes to them. 

Again, like the Grammy Awards 
– and other big award shows – Step-
and-Repeat is the spot where the 
winners go to be interviewed and 
photographed. Located outside the 
ballroom in the foyer, it is a great 
place to take a photo of or even with 
your favorite Hawaiian entertainer.

The Nä Hökü Hanohano cer-
emony will be broadcast on KFVE 
starting at 7 p.m. A ticket to see the 
event live includes a cocktail hour, 
dinner and pre-show awards. – Lynn 
Cook 

Scientific Consultant Services, 
Inc. (SCS) is seeking information 
on cultural resources and tradi-
tional, previously or on-going, 
cultural activities within or near 
the proposed Kaläkaua Avenue 
and Saratoga Road Water Systems 

Improvements Project, Hono-
lulu Waikïkï Ahupua‘a, Honolulu 
(Kona) District, O‘ahu Island, 
Hawai‘i [TMK: (1) 2-4-001:001]. 
The project would be in the 
Kaläkaua Avenue Right- of-Way 
from Beretania Street to Kaiulani 

Street, and from Monsarrat Avenue 
to Dillingham Fountain, and in the 
Saratoga Road right of way. Please 
respond within 30 days to Cathleen 
Dagher at (808) 597-1182. ¢

A small adult and chick manu-o-Kū in the  
Tropic Seas. - Photo: Eric VanderWerf

KAKA‘AKO MAKAI
A Place for Future Generations

For a list of meeting dates, times, 
and locations, visit:

www.OHA.org/kakaako
or call 594-1835

PLANNING 
UPDATE
The Office of Hawaiian Affairs will 

be hosting community meetings 

throughout Hawai‘i, to provide 

an update on the Kaka‘ako Makai 

planning process. 

There will be both in-person and 

online opportunities to participate.

http://www.oha.org/kakaako


T
he start of May marks an 
end to another legislative 
Session at the State 
Capitol. All year, 
and in the months 

leading up to the Legisla-
ture’s Opening Day, Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs staff, 
beneficiaries and community 
organizations, have been hard 
at work in their advocacy for 
our lähui and for all of Hawai‘i 
at the State Capitol. 

Among these advocacy 
efforts this Session is a kono-
hiki fishing rights resolution 
introduced as part of the OHA 
Legislative Package. This res-
olution recognizes the success 
of community-driven steward-
ship under the traditional konohiki 
fishing rights system in sustaining an 
abundant nearshore environment. 

The konohiki fishing rights system 
was an ahupua‘a-based resource 
management approach reflected in 
the Hawaiian Kingdom’s earliest 
written laws, that provided hoa‘äina 
(tenants) and konohiki (landlords) 
with exclusive rights to harvest from 
their ahupua‘a’s nearshore waters. 
Konohiki had authority to kapu the 
harvesting activities of hoa‘äina, for 
conservation or other purposes.

Modern community-driven and 
place-based fisheries management 
initiatives share many of the same 
underlying principles that con-
tributed to the konohiki system’s 
success. These principles, outlined 
in OHA’s testimony in support the 
resolution, include: (1) looking to 
those with the most intimate knowl-
edge of and connection to an area’s 
resources and ecological features 
to establish harvesting and conser-
vation guidelines for the area; (2) 
incorporating place-based traditions 
and customs that preserve cultural 
and community connections to the 
nearshore area and its resources; 
and (3) fostering a continued sense 
of kuleana in community members, 
to actively steward and care for the 
nearshore resources of their place.

These core principles of commu-
nity-driven fisheries management 
serve as important guidelines that we 
should follow in all of our everyday 
work as a lähui. One of the recurring 

themes is a focus on a sense of place, 
and incorporating our knowledge of 

that place into its care. 
These islands are our 
piko. We must, as a 
collective community, 
be stewards of the ‘äina 
and of our resources. 
The kuleana is ours to 
mälama our ‘äina hänau 
for our mo‘opuna and 
for the generations to 
follow.

The konohiki fishing 
rights system ensured 
an abundance in near-
shore waters to provide 
for Hawai‘i’s pre-West-
ern contact population. 
Following the over-

throw of the Hawaiian Kingdom, 
the Territorial government’s efforts 
to abolish the konohiki fishing rights 
system led to a decline in resources 
of nearshore fisheries. The ongoing 
decline undermines Hawai‘i’s eco-
nomic, ecological, and recreational 
interests. This resolution recognizes 
the potential for community-driven 
fisheries management to restore 
and sustain abundance in near-
shore waters. Fortunately, there 
are communities that still possess 
knowledge of their nearshore areas 
and who practice local management 
initiatives. These communities are 
instrumental in serving as guides 
and inspiration for other communi-
ties to reconnect with the kuleana 
of resource management in their 
nearshore areas. These efforts will 
preserve our ocean resources and 
ultimately preserve a key part of our 
cultural heritage.

This resolution received consis-
tent supportive testimony throughout 
the legislative process. This support 
is affirmation that OHA is effective 
in advocating for the needs of our 
communities. Mahalo to those who 
supported this resolution and other 
OHA efforts at the Capitol. Working 
together, we can elevate the needs of 
our communities and raise the col-
lective voice of our people. ¢

A
loha mai from Kaua’i a 
Ni’ihau,

My column 
this month is 
replaced by 

the article below, written 
by Earthjustice, regard-
ing the restoration of 
Waimea River. Mahalo 
nui to all involved in the 
commitment to restore this 
invaluable resource. 

On April 18, the State of 
Hawai‘i’s Commission on 
Water Resource Manage-
ment approved a historic 
agreement that resolves 
a complaint Earthjus-
tice filed in July 2013 
on behalf of community 
group Pö‘ai Wai Ola/West Kaua‘i 
Watershed Alliance to protect the 
“Grand Canyon of the Pacific” and 
restore stream flows to the Waimea 
River on Kaua‘i Island.

The agreement concludes a year-
long mediation involving Pö‘ai 
Wai Ola, the state-run Agribusi-
ness Development Corporation, the 
Kekaha Agriculture Association, 
the Department of Hawaiian Home-
lands, and the Kaua‘i Island Utility 
Cooperative. Under the agreement, 
tens of millions of gallons of water 
each day will be restored to the 
Waimea River and its headwaters, 
and no diversion will ever be a total 
diversion again.

“Our group’s name acknowledges 
the life-giving power of water,” 
explained Pö‘ai Wai Ola president 
Galen Kaohi. “Today’s agreement 
ensures that, for the first time in over 
100 years, life-giving water will once 
again flow continuously in Waimea 
River from mauka (the mountains) 
to makai (the sea), which is vital for 
the health of the river and our com-
munity.”

Beginning in the early 1900s, the 
Kekaha Sugar Plantation built the 
Kekaha and Köke‘e ditch systems, 
which diverted much of the water 
flowing down the Waimea River and 
its tributaries to grow sugar.

When the plantation went out of 
business in 2001, the State of Hawai‘i 
took over the ditch network. The 
Hawai‘i Agribusiness Development 
Corporation leased the ditch network 

and lands to the Kekaha Agricul-
ture Association. But, although the 

association was cultivat-
ing only a fraction of the 
previous plantation land, 
and growing much less 
water-intensive crops, 
the diversions remained 
at plantation-era levels, 
leaving vast stretches 
of dry stream bed in the 
Waimea River and head-
water streams.

Proceedings before 
the Water Commission 
revealed that the associa-
tion was diverting far more 
water than was needed for 
agriculture and, instead, 
was using this public 

trust resource to feed an antiquated 
hydropower system that helped sub-
sidize its operations. And much of 
the water was simply wasted.

This agreement will end that waste 
and other useless diversions, with 
precious water promptly restored to 
re-establish continuous flows in the 
Waimea River and its headwaters. 
The agreement guarantees the mini-
mum stream flows that are necessary 
for native stream life and traditional 
native Hawaiian practices and cre-
ates a framework to allow future, 
beneficial environmental and cul-
tural projects. Under the agreement, 
the Kaua‘i Island Utility Coopera-
tive can, for instance, move toward 
developing a modern hydropower 
project that will use solar power to 
pump water uphill during the day, 
releasing it to generate power at 
night, and will provide water and 
other infrastructure to facilitate 
native Hawaiian homesteading.

“For too long, private interests 
have been allowed to take the pub-
lic’s water and use it to reap private 
profits,” said Earthjustice attorney 
David Henkin, who represents 
Pö‘ai Wai Ola. “In approving this 
agreement, the Water Commission 
is carrying out its constitutional 
and statutory mandate to protect the 
public trust, ensuring that the mighty 
waters of the Waimea River will 
once again flow from the mountains 
to the sea, for the benefit of present 
and future generations.” ¢
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Board of Trustees

Note: Trustee columns represent the views  
of individual trustees and may not reflect  
the official positions adopted by the Office  

of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees. 

Colette Y. Machado
Chair, Trustee,  

Moloka‘i and Lāna‘i
Tel: 808.594.1837
Fax: 808.594.0212

Emeil: colettem@oha.org
—————

Dan Ahuna
Vice Chair, Trustee 
Kaua‘i and Ni‘ihau
Tel: 808.594.1751

Emeil: dana@oha.org
—————

Leina’ala Ahu Isa, Ph.D.
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1877
Fax: 808.594.1853

Emeil: ladyg@oha.org
—————

Rowena Akana
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1860
Fax: 808.594.0209

Emeil: rowenaa@oha.org
—————

Keli‘i Akina, Ph.D.
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1859

Emeil: TrusteeAkina@oha.org
—————

Peter Apo
Trustee, O‘ahu

Tel: 808.594.1854
Fax: 808.594.1864

Emeil: petera@oha.org
—————

Carmen “Hulu” Lindsey
Trustee, Maui

Tel: 808.594.1858
Fax: 808.594.1864

Emeil: hulul@oha.org
—————

Robert K. Lindsey Jr.
Trustee Hawai‘i

Tel: 808.594.1855
Fax: 808.594.1883

Emeil: robertl@oha.org
—————

John D. Waihe‘e IV
Trustee, At-large
Tel: 808.594.1876

Emeil: crayna@oha.org

OHA advocates for konohiki fishing rights Waimea stream flows restored
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A Visit to Kua O Ka La New 
Century Public Charter School!

K
ua O Ka La Public Char-
ter School is a Hawaiian 
culture-driven school that 
sits on a 600-acre ancient 
Hawaiian coastal village 

site in the district of Puna. It began 
with 26 students in grades 6-8, 
and now has 145 students K-3 and 
6-12. Principal Pilimai Traub and 
senior class members Hope Butay 
and Karley Rose were so kind in 
showing me around their grounds 
and facilities. Mahalo nui loa!

Their Vision: Kua O Ka La will develop 
and provide an opportunity to create a sus-
tainable livelihood for the individual learner 
through understanding of one’s kuleana, 
‘ohana and wahi; responsibility, family, 
place-in-relationship to his or her com-
munity. Source: www.chartercommission.

hawaii.gov.
One of the Projects: The char-

ter school’s Junior Forest TEAM 
(Tropical Forest Ecosystem and 
Agroforestry Management) is 
affiliated with Hawai‘i Commu-
nity College. Students made a trip 
to Kaho‘olawe Island Reserve 
Commission (KIRC) and helped 
with a range of projects and prac-
tices which included traditional 
protocol, revegetation, erosion 
control, and the redistribution of 
native plants.

They also have an annual Tree 
Giveaway where they give away trees with 
HELCO providing their offices as host sites. 
The six trees that were given away included 
kou, milo, niu (coconut), kukui, lama and 
puhala (pandanus).

Please enjoy the pictures of Kua o Ka 
La!

A hui hou, Trustee Leina‘ala ¢

‘A
no‘ai kakou… The legislature 
is about ready to wrap things 
up. Here are two of 
the most harmful 
pieces of legislation 

currently threatening OHA and 
the Native Hawaiian Trust:

Appointing oha trustees 
threatens The voice of the 
people

The House (HCR94/HR56) and 
Senate (SCR85/SR33) introduced 
resolutions that would ask OHA 
to convene a group of Hawai-
ian leaders, legal scholars, and 
Hawaiian community members 
to review whether it’d be better 
to appoint OHA Trustees rather 
than elect them. The group would consider 
what the appropriate appointing authority 
would be and how to develop a list of the 
best qualified potential trustees.

OHA has always been an independent 
agency built on the goal of Native Hawai-
ian autonomy and self-determination. 
Appointing Trustees would kill any hope 
of true self-determination and make OHA 
just another part of the state.

An appointed Trustee would only be loyal 
to whoever appointed them. Elected Trust-
ees are loyal to their constituents. Would 
the people of Hawaii accept Senators and 
Representatives that were appointed by the 
Governor? OHA should be no different.

Elected Trustees have built OHA into 
the impressive institution it is today. We 
did it on our own, without someone above 
us second-guessing our every move. An 
appointed Board of Trustees could never 
match our vision, determination, and drive 
to tackle the many challenges our benefi-
ciaries face.

OHA COLLECTIVE BARGAINING?
HB865 threatens to undermine the 

autonomy of OHA Trustees as OHA’s inde-
pendent decision makers and fiduciaries of 
the Native Hawaiian Trust Fund. Amend-
ment to HRS § 89-6 could result in the 
OHA Board of Trustees holding only 1 of 14 
votes when negotiating a collective bargain-
ing agreement involving OHA employees, 
whose salaries make up a significant portion 
of OHA’s operating budget. 

Together with the requirements of the 
Civil Service Law, HRS Chapter 76, the 

Trustees’ ability to oversee and 
plan for personnel expenses would 
depend in large part to the deci-
sions of the executive branch and 
Governor, who would hold 7 votes 
in collective bargaining negotia-
tions involving OHA employees. 

Such a voting imbalance would 
effectively require the OHA Board 
of Trustees to hand over control 
over some of its key expenditures 
to the State. The requirements of 
civil service and collective bargain-
ing would force OHA to change 
the way it hires, compensates, and 
maintains its workforce.

Representative Kaniela Ing
So what do both of these measures 

infringing on OHA’s autonomy have in 
common? They were introduced in the 
House by Representative Kaniela Ing. This 
isn’t the first year he’s introduced them, but 
this has to stop. This is the third year in a 
row he’s done this!

Whatever Rep. Ing’s intentions may be, 
it’s clear his proposals would end OHA’s 
autonomy and make us a part of the 
state. Hawaiians have been struggling for 
many years to restore our sovereignty and 
self-determination, whether it’s through 
nation-within-a-nation model or full 
independence. A state-controlled OHA 
would cripple those efforts and threaten 
the resources OHA is holding for the new 
nation.

The Board of Education is now appointed 
by the Governor. Are things better with 
public schools? The Department of Hawai-
ian Home Lands has commissioners 
appointed by the Governor. Are you satis-
fied with how it’s performing? I pray that 
the young Representative from Maui would 
put more thought into his proposals; other-
wise we need to convince his constituents to 
look for someone else to represent them.

Aloha Ke Akua. ¢

Interested in Hawaiian issues & OHA? 
Please visit my website at www.rowena 
akana.org for more information or e-mail 
me at rowenaa@oha.org.

Students from Kua O Ka La New Century Public Charter School. - 
Photos: Lei Ahu Isa
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Supporting our Hawaiian Focused Charter Schools 
(‘Aha Kula Ho‘amana)…

Legislative Update
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Y
our Board of Trustees has taken 
to heart the concerns of benefi-
ciaries, and voted to 
authorize a special 
financial audit and 

management review of OHA 
and its subsidiaries. According to 
the approved Board action item, 
this audit seeks to identify areas 
of “waste, abuse and fraud...” 
among other purposes. 

I am humbled to have been 
appointed Chair of the Advi-
sory Committee for this special 
audit and consider it a daunting 
responsibility which can only 
be fulfilled with the support of 
fellow Trustees, administration 
and beneficiaries. I wholeheart-
edly commend OHA Chair Colette Machado 
and my fellow Trustees for approving the 
audit and demonstrating our shared com-
mitment to a transparent and accountable 
OHA. Together, we can use the results of 
this audit to ensure that OHA funding is 
truly serving the crucial needs of Hawaiian 
beneficiaries such as housing, jobs, educa-
tion, and healthcare. 

A common question is “Why have benefi-
ciaries called for a special audit when OHA 
currently does other audits?” The answer 
is simple. OHA routinely undergoes three 
audits with specific purposes (financial 
statements, federal grants, and the Legisla-
tive Auditor). However, these routine audits 
do not comprehensively and systematically 
hunt for the problems the special audit will 
deal with.  For example, the Board approved 
action item states that this special audit will 
look into issues raised by beneficiaries and 
Trustees to “identify potential areas of 

waste, abuse and fraud in the procurement 
of goods and professional services.”

This month, the structures and 
steps for executing the audit are 
being put in place.  The Advisory 
Committee has begun to meet and 
is in the process of drafting the 
Request for Qualifications (RFQ) 
for independent, highly qualified 
accounting and/or auditing firms 
to conduct the audit. Our Advi-
sory Committee reports to Trustee 
Carmen Hulu Lindsey who chairs 
the Resource Management Com-
mittee of which all Trustees are 
members. Trustee Hulu Lindsey 
brings her strong business back-
ground to her leadership of the RM 
Committee. Trustee Lei Ahu Isa 

has been appointed Vice Chair of the Advi-
sory Committee. She brings to the table her 
many years of experience as a state legisla-
tor and member of the Board of Education. 
Additionally, three Trustee Aides serve as 
members and provide the Advisory Com-
mittee with valuable legal, fiscal and policy 
expertise. 

The ultimate purpose of the special audit 
is to serve the Hawaiian people, the ben-
eficiaries on whose behalf OHA trustees 
and staff work so passionately and tire-
lessly. With proper execution, this audit 
will empower OHA to fulfill its kuleana to 
protect and grow the trust, so that it will 
provide for the betterment of countless gen-
erations of Hawaiians to come. That’s why 
this audit is so very important. ¢

Trustee Akina welcomes feedback. Con-
tact him at TrusteeAkina@oha.org or 594-
1976.

T
he body of law that 
governed ancient 
Hawaiian society 
was generated by the 
ruling chiefs and codi-

fied as religious doctrine known 
as the kapu system. Kapu was 
a complex sacred system man-
aged by a priesthood that served 
as extensions of the chiefs who 
were considered to be gods. Vio-
lations frequently mandated the 
death penalty. After the pivotal 
Battle of Kuamo‘o in 1819, the 
official priesthood was dissolved 
and a centuries-old system of 
managing the perpetuation and valida-
tion of beliefs, customs and traditions 
was swept aside leaving a huge vacuum 
of authority. The ramifications of what 
followed after the battle, and its impact 
on Hawaiian traditional beliefs, can be 
dialogued for days but not here or now.

Much is made today of how one vali-
dates Hawaiian traditions and customs as 
being authentically rooted. There has to 
be some historical basis demonstrating 
that the practice has not only been exer-
cised in the past, but that there is a pattern 
of frequency that enjoys a transgenera-
tional continuum of the tradition.

The highest level of validating what 
constitutes a traditional and customary 
practice, or in cultural terms, a “claim of 
kapu,” has to be based on consultations 
with cultural practitioners rooted in the 
lands that are the subject of the proposal, 
and scholars with expertise related to 
those lands. We should gather from all 
available sources of knowledge includ-
ing:

1. �Physical: land features; archaeologi-
cal forms 

2. �Oral: mo‘olelo; oli; and oral histories 
of kama‘äina of those lands

3. �Written: Hawaiian language sources 
including nupepa; records of the 
Kingdom; journals, letters, manu-
scripts and books

We need to consider context and inte-
gration, the connections, relationship 
and corroboration between and among 
different sources cited, and the larger 
framework of Polynesian tradition. We 

must consider time depth, and 
where each source of knowledge 
fits in the sweep of time.

In contrast, I observe a seri-
ously diminished vigilance in 
contemporary Hawaiian soci-
ety on maintaining the cultural 
dignity of our traditions in the 
absence of a collective will to 
check our facts. Consequently, 
to be blunt, people can just make 
up stuff, and pronounce cultural 
claims with little or no valida-
tion. These fake claims are then 
embraced by scores of social 
media followers who capture 

the high ground of public discourse with 
what is assumed to be historical truths. 

I would pause here and acknowledge 
that cultures are not static and they are 
subject to evolutionary growth as a natu-
ral phenomenon of the human experience. 
But, in such cases where there are changes 
to the custom or tradition, it needs to be 
stated as an altered custom or tradition 
and not as an ancestral practice.

I would raise a red flag that there is a 
growing body of law and public policy 
being adopted by the state and federal 
governments that depends on how we 
define traditional and customary prac-
tice. The protests against the use of 
Mauna Kea for astronomy impacted 
public policy based on cultural claims of 
protesters. The federal expansion of the 
Papahänaumokuäkea Marine Monument 
in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands 
was supported by some native Hawaiians 
claiming that the conservation model it 
supports is consistent with Hawaiian cul-
tural beliefs. On the other hand, there is 
good news relating to Native Hawaiian 
gathering rights that were validated and 
incorporated into the state constitution.

In the absence of a priesthood, I am 
suggesting to OHA that trustees adopt 
a policy that sets validating standards. 
Whenever OHA cites a cultural or reli-
gious practice or condition that would 
constitute an institutional basis for a 
decision to support, oppose, intervene, or 
opine on any initiative, the practice has to 
be formally validated. ¢

Special Audit of OHA and Its Subsidiaries
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I 
was impressed with articles written in the 
Maui News on the above subject by Paul 
Tonnessen, Executive Director, 
Friends of the Children’s Jus-
tice Center of Maui, and Sheila 

Haynes, President; therefore I 
asked the writers’ permission if I 
may combine thoughts they shared 
to bring their message to our Ka 
Wai Ola readers.

Children who act out may appear 
strong but are surprisingly fragile 
inside. When their misbehaviors 
are met with an assault of adult 
force, they come to believe that 
no one understands them or cares 
about their needs. This simply 
motivates further acting out.

We always need to look beyond a dif-
ficult behavior and ask ourselves:

–What is the child really saying?
–What does the child really need?

What happens in early child-
hood can matter for a lifetime:

– �Living with someone who is mentally 
ill or who has suicidal ideation

–� Experiencing divorce or parental  
separation

–� Living with someone who has an  
 alcohol or drug problem

–� Being a victim or witness of  
 neighborhood violence

– Experiencing socioeconomic hardship
– Witnessing domestic violence
– Having a parent in prison
–� Being treated or judged unfairly   
due to race or ethnicity

– Experiencing the death of a parent
– Emotional abuse
– Physical abuse
– Sexual abuse

Early experiences influence the devel-
oping brain. Chronic stress can be toxic to 
this development. Significant early adver-
sity can lead to lifelong problems. Early 
intervention can prevent the consequences 
of early adversity and stable, caring rela-
tionships are essential for healthy childhood 
development. 

Adverse childhood experiences have a 
terrible effect on children’s lives. Living 

in households where domestic 
abuse and violence are the norm 
has a significant and adverse 
effect on the development and 
mental health of children. Suf-
fering from abuse, be it physical, 
emotional, sexual, exploitative, 
trafficking or neglect, can have a 
profound effect on the emotional 
well-being of children and their 
ability to grow up and realize 
their true potential as the future 
of our lahui.

It takes a community to pro-
tect a child, and it is clear that 
society has a role that is more 

important than ever before to protect those 
children who are at risk or who have suf-
fered from significant harm. The challenge 
for communities and the societies in which 
they function is whether or not they are 
prepared to accept the responsibility that 
society clearly has in protecting children; 
for if they do not, and protecting children 
is seen as someone else’s business, how can 
we expect things to improve for the children 
who live within those communities?

Children do well when they can trust 
their parents to be stable, supportive and 
nurturing. Children thrive when they know 
they can talk with their parents, share con-
cerns and ask for help with small and big 
problems. The expression “It takes a village 
to raise a child” is absolutely true. Part of 
protecting children means that every child 
has someone in their lives who they trust 
and can confide in. Aunties, uncles, grand-
parents, family friends, teachers, neighbors 
– yes, all of us can step up and be a part of 
the “village.” Each of us can help families 
be strong and children be healthy. 

I’d like to mahalo Paul Tonnessen and the 
Friends of the Children’s Justice Center of 
Maui for the great work they do in Maui 
County. They are a non-profit whose main 
goal is to reach out to the youth who have 
been traumatized by abuse and severe 
neglect. They have penetrated our commu-
nities with one paid staff person and many 
dedicated volunteers. Mahalo nui loa. ¢

Editor’s note: By invitation, this column 
was written by Claren Kealoha-Beaudet, 
Psy.D. and Franco Acquaro, 
Ph.D., respectively the exec-
utive director and associate 
director of Kïpuka o ke Ola – 
Native Hawaiian Health Clinic.

“K
ïkï kö‘ele huli 
a mahi – an 
uncultivated taro 
patch awaiting 
all who are will-

ing to work” (Mary Kawena 
Pukui, ‘Ölelo No‘eau, 1983). 
In Waimea, at the north end 
of Moku o Keawe, one such 
taro patch has been lovingly 
cultivated by many helping hands. It is 
especially important to note that the hana 
(labor) was completed by the clinic‘s pro-
viders who are raising pula pula (baby 
plants) in the community and are partici-
pating members of the Waimea lähui.

In March 2017, Kïpuka o ke Ola 
(KOKO) - Native Hawaiian Health 
Clinic completed the renovation of its 
new ADA-compliant health facility. In 
addition, it completed a rigorous federal 
accreditation process to become the first 
Independent Rural Health Clinic in the 
State of Hawai‘i, earning an Exemplary 
Provider Award for demonstrating Out-
standing Healthcare Delivery Practices. 
This designation ensures that KOKO’s 
practice standards are of the highest qual-
ity and allows us to more effectively serve 
our medically underserved community, 
especially those individuals with Medic-
aid and Medicare insurances.

KOKO now offers the residents of 
North Hawai‘i a full array of health care 
services including Primary Care and 
Behavioral Health services. By utiliz-
ing a Patient-Centered Medical Home 
model, KOKO can meet the comprehen-
sive health needs of each family it serves 

by providing coordinated care across the 
multiple health disciplines – all in one 

convenient location.

The cultivation of this par-
ticular “taro patch” has taken 
place over the course of the last 
six years and has been a labor 
of love by many, including col-
laborative partnerships with the 
following key individuals and 
organizations: Keaulana Holt 
& Papa Ola Lokahi’s Native 
Hawaiian Health Scholarship 
Program; Mike Hodson & the 
Waimea Hawaiian Homestead-
ers’ Association; Diane Paloma 
& the Queen’s Health Systems; 

Dr. Earl Bakken & Medtronic; and Joseph 
and Holly Baker. Their collective mana‘o, 
kökua, advocacy and financial support 
has been so invaluable.

The next “planting” in this taro patch 
will be the inclusion of Indigenous 
Healing Practices alongside the exist-
ing Primary Care and Behavioral Health 
offerings. This will likely include lä‘au 
lapa‘au, lomi lomi, lä‘au kahea, and 
ho‘oponopono practices.

While KOKO serves all the residents of 
its community, it recognizes the special 
kuleana it has to address the dire health 
disparities often experienced by Native 
Hawaiians. This means that KOKO 
strives to provide culturally-competent 
care, within a diagnostic and treatment 
framework that understands and incorpo-
rates the role of Native Hawaiian values 
and practices, and recognizes the negative 
impact of colonization and the result-
ing intergenerational legacy of negative 
health outcomes.

KOKO will have its grand open-
ing celebration and blessing on 
May 13, 2017, from 10:00-noon at 
64-1035 Uilani Plaza in Waimea, 
Big Island.  Eo Kïpuka o ke Ola! ¢

Broken Children Become Broken Adults A Thriving New Taro Patch on Moku o Keawe
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AH PINA/MAKOLO – The descendants 
of Lokalia Kenao Pali Ah Pina Makolo are hav-
ing our next reunion in Las Vegas from June 
28 - July 2, 2017. Her children were all born 
in Wailuku. They are: Abby Ah Pina Chu Alo 
Lee Watkins (born February 11, 1882), Manuel 
“Murphy” Ahoi Flores (born May 25, 1895), 
Eva Lehua Ah Pina Adric (born December 18, 
1899), Mary Maone Makolo Marrotte (born 
October 26, 1902), William Kekaha Makolo 
(born April 17, 1904) Annie Panui Makolo 
Naeole (born April 1, 1911) Esther Makolo 
(born January 1, 1914) and Arthur Makolo 
(born August 25, 1916). Registration informa-
tion is available at facebook.com/‘ohanastrong 
or please email the Reunion Committee at  

‘ohanastrong2017@gmail.com and information 
will be sent to you. E ö nä mamo a Lokelia! 
KAHANANUI – Inviting the families of 
Horace Kekumu and Leinani Kahananui to a 
family reunion on July 22, 2017. Reconnect 
with ‘ohana and share genealogy. Contact 
Debbie at 808-386-6564 or email debz.bautista 
@yahoo.com.
KAHANAOI – Pomaikai reunion will be held 
on Saturday, August 19, 2017 at Zablan Beach, 
Nänäkuli, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. ‘ohana includes, 
Kauwe, Kaluna, Laimana, McCabe, Cockett, 
Rowans, Wongs, Jones, Komomua, Kaopuiki, 
Cockett, Apiki, Kalauawa, and etc. Contact 
Jeanne Kahanaoi at 808-354-7365.
KALAAUHINA-KEPAA – The descendants 
of Annie Kalaauhina, and William Ben Kepaa 

of Kuiaha, Maui, are planning a family reunion 
in Waimanalo, O‘ahu, from July 7-9, 2017. 
Children of Annie and William were: Hoopii, 
Miriam, Edward, Kailaka, Makaopio, Smith, 
William, Mikala, Annie. Tutu’s second mar-
riage was to Peter Halo. Children of Annie and 
Peter were: Mary Halao Kepaa Werner, and John 
Aiawale Halao Kepaa. Her third marriage was to 
Ben Piipii Kahele no issue (children). Plans for 
Friday, July 7 are for a casual get together at our 
cousins’ home in Waimänalo. Saturday, July 8 is 
the Reunion Luau from 2 -10 p.m. on Department 
of Hawai‘ian Homelands (DHHL) property, 
mauka side of Hilu Street, in Waimanalo. Sunday, 
July 9 we’re winding down and simply spending 
time together. A small contribution will be asked 
to help offset costs. We will be sharing genealogy 
and would welcome yours. There’s a family face 

book page “Kekaula (Kalaauhina-Kepa‘a) Lau” 
that we can add you to. This is a closed group so 
please kökua and identify yourselves and your 
connection to the ‘ohana when you send a friend 
request. For more information contact Hudson 
Kekaula, hkekaula@hotmail.com 808-486-3941 
(leave message) or Primrose Judge pjudge@
alionscience.com 703-933-6622.
KALEHUAWEHE – Inviting the families 
of John I and Mary Kalehuawehe and extend-
ed families to a family reunion on July 14,15 
& 16, 2017, at Hale Nanea Clubhouse on 
Maui. Reconnect with ‘ohana and share gene-
alogy. Contact President Debbie at 808-281-
8711 or email Kwaihona@hotmail.com or 2017 
Kalehuawehe Reunion.
KAUKA – The descendants of Samuel Haleo‘o 
Kauka, Sr. and Harriet Haliaka Ulunahele of 
Punalu‘u, O‘ahu, Hawai‘i are planning a family 
reunion on July 15, 2017, 9 a.m.-10 p.m., Kualoa, 
O‘ahu. Children include, Samuel Haleo‘o Kauka, 
Jr., Hattie Kauka, David Makaliu Kauka Kaapu, 
George Kaukahialii Kauka, Sr., Helen Kalanialii 
Kauka (Lurbe) Wiggins, Annie Kauhane Kauka 
Trevenen, Hannah Kapaokalani Kauka Keolanui, 
Mildred Kuulei Kauka White, Mariah Kauka and 
Akana Kauka and their descendants. Potluck: we 
are using PerfectPotluck.com again for sign-up, 
activities include camping, genealogy updates, 
crafts for the keiki, kalo pa‘i ai (for our meal), 
kanikapila by our talented ‘ohana and much talk-
story time. We are ordering new t-shirts for this 
reunion and the design will be shared on our 
Facebook page when available, pre-orders only. 
We are in the process of conducting video inter-
views with Generation 3 ‘ohana and are look-
ing to capture many more from other generations 
before the reunion. Please call Woletta if you are 
interested for scheduling. These will be avail-
able on CD at the reunion. For information con-
tact Woletta Lurbe Kim (808) 630-3685, Catalpa 
(Trevenen) Kong (808) 927-9692 or Peggianne 
(Martin) Wallace (808) 754-0989. Info also avail-
able on Facebook, KAUKA ‘ohana, a private 
group.
KIHA‘APIILANI-KAHELEANAU- 
AKUEMANU E hui pu kakou! 
– The descendants of Kiha‘apiilani and 
Kaheleanauakuemanu are invited to attend the 
first Family Reunion on July 20-23, 2017 at 
the Kohala Intergeneration Center located at 
Kamehameha Park in Kapaau, Kohala, Hawai‘i 
Island.

From the Mulehu & Haupu 
branch comes Kaleohano 
(k), Kaiopahia (k), Moeluhi 
and Kamahanakapu (w). 
– From the Mulehu & Kai (aka Kaiopahia/
Pahiha/Ka‘i/Kaai) Branch comes Kaaihinu 
(Kaaihimu), Kaaoaolahilahiokeohokalole 
(w), Keahilapalapaikawekiuolunalilo (w) and 
Kaonohi (k). Registration, lodging recommenda-
tions, the schedule and other information will be 
posted and updated at www.namamoamulehu.org 
or you can contact us by e-mail at namamoamu-
lehu@gmail.com or by contacting Nora Kualii at 
808-959-8830.
KINIMAKA – Kinimaka ‘ohana reunion will 
be July 2-5, 2017, Kona, Hawai‘i Island. Contact 
Kaniu Kinimaka-Stocksdale at email: kaniu@ 
coconutwoman.me or call 808-313-1598 for 
more info. ‘O wau no me ka ha‘a ha‘a.

KULIOHOLANI-KONOWAHINE 
‘ohana REUNION – The two surviv-
ing descendants of Alawa and his wife Ana 
Kulioholani are having a reunion. The descen-
dants are Daisy Nakike Apua Alawa who mar-
ried Kau Chit Aki, and her sister Ana Alawa 
who married Kamaka Pamaiaulu. Descendants 
of these two sisters: from Daisy Nakike Apua 
Alawa (Kau Chit Aki) are: Henry AhChoy Apua, 

Amoe Aki Yam, Edward Kau, Harry Aki, Sam 
Aki and Alex Aki. From Ana Alawa (Pamaiaulu) 
are: Julia Konawahine Pamaiaulu. Julia married 
Peter Kaiu Akiona and had ten children. Six of 
the surviving children are: Josephine DeLaura-
Crow, Ramona Teves, Veronica Samera, Dorothy 
Kekuewa, Shirley Hering and Lorna Akiona-
Terry. The reunion will be at the Waimanalo 
Hawai‘ian Homes Hale, 41-253 Ilauhole St., 
Waimanalo, on Saturday, July 1, 2017, 8 a.m. 
– 7 p.m. Cost $15 for adults 8 years and up 
(includes 1 Bento), $8 for children 5 to 7 years 
old (includes 1 Bento). Under 4 years old is free 
(no Bento, but may purchase a Bento for $8). 
Register on line at: https://sites.google.com/
site/kauaki‘ohana/home. Deadline February 28, 
2017. For information or those who wish to help 
with the planning call John Aki at 808-492-5929 
or email johnakijr@yahoo.com.
LINCOLN – The ‘ohana Lincoln Reunion 
Committee is planning our next family reunion 
for June 16 & 17, 2017 in Kona. Our Reunion 
begins on Friday, June 16 with a historic visit to 
our ancestral lands and continues on Saturday, 
June 17 at Hale Halawai. If you are of Lincoln 
heritage and want to attend, please contact the 
following Committee members for more infor-
mation. Please be sure to leave a message if 
no one answers. You can also email me as 
well, Rowena A. Lincoln, 808-497-1219, email: 
Ehulani822@yahoo.com or Jonna Robello, 808-
783-5423.
NAEHU-SAFFERY – Descendants of 
Captain/Judge Edmund Saffery (1806-1874) and 
wives Kupuna Naehu and Waiki Kawaawaaiki 
Naehu (1828-1900) of Olowalu, Maui, are hold-
ing a reunion Labor Day weekend, Sept. 1-3, 
2017, in Wailuku, Maui. Their combined 14 
children include: Fanny (John Kaiaokamalie), 
Edmund Jr. (Emalia Wallace), Henry (Kahua 
Kaanaana), Caroline (Frank Rose), William 
(Emily Cockett and Jennie Makekau), John (Lucy 
Kahaulelio and Rebecca Nahooikaika), Thomas 
(Mary Luna Kina), Mary (Daniel Palena), Emma 
(William Pogue), Anna (Joseph Kealoha and 
Daniel Nahaku), Julianna (Antoine Freitas), 
Charles (Emily Hawele and Catherine Kauwahi), 
Helen (George Tripp), Emalia Nellie (Louis 
Ernestberg, George Conrad, and Nelson Kaloa). 
If you're interested in attending the reunion, 
please visit www.Safferyohana.org or contact 
Naomi Losch, 808-261-9038, nlosch@hawaii.
rr.com or Kulamanu Goodhue, 808-689-4015, 
saffery‘ohana@gmail.com or Donna Curimao, 
808-264-3178, meleana1839@hotmail.com.
KEKUMU/KAHANANUI – Inviting 
the families of Horace Kekumu and Leinani 
Kahananui to a family reunion on July 22, 
2017. Reconnect with ‘ohana and share geneal-
ogy. Contact Debbie at 808-386-6564 or email  
debz.bautista@yahoo.com

FAMILY SEARCH
CULLEN – Looking for genealogy records for 
my great grandmother on my father’s side. Mary 
Cullen 1869-1920 married John Fernandez 
1860-1939. Their daughter Madeline Fernandez 
Colburn. Please call or text Pauahi Colburn at 
722-8400. Mahalo nui.
KALAUPaAPA – Are you looking for an 
ancestor at Kalaupapa? Ka ‘ohana O Kalaupapa, 
a nonprofit organization made up of Kalaupapa 
residents, family members and friends, might be 
able to help. We have information on more than 
7.000 people sent to Kalaupapa. Contact ‘ohana 
Coordinator Valerie Monson at vmonson@
kalaupapaohana.org or call 808-573-2746.
KAMAKAU – Looking for descendants or 
related family members of Ellen P. Kamakau. 
Born at Kaopipa/Kaupipa, Maui on September 
3, 1850. Since, deceased. Please contact 808-
366-0847 or lruby@hawaii.edu. ¢
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E Ö Mai KULEANA LAND HOLDERS
THE KULEANA LAND TAX ordinances in the City and County of 
Honolulu, County of Hawai‘i, County of Kaua‘i and County of 
Maui allow eligible owners to pay minimal property taxes each 
year. Applications are on each county’s web site.

For more information on the Kuleana Tax Ordinance 
or for genealogy verifi cation requests, please contact 
808.594.1967 or email kuleanasurvey@oha.org.

All personal data, such as names, locations and descriptions of 
Kuleana Lands will be kept secure and used solely for the purposes 
of this attempt to perpetuate Kuleana rights and possession.
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Are you 55+? Gout? Pain? Fatigue? 
Diabetes? Eye Pain? Floaters? Cataract? 
Call me for more info: (808) 548-9461

HOMES WITH ALOHA – Kamuela 4/2.5 
10,000 sq.ft. lot $215,000. Leasehold. 
Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 295-4474. 
RB-15998. Williams Keller Honolulu 
RB-21303.

HOMES WITH ALOHA – Kapolei 4/2.5 
$505,000. Leasehold. Charmaine I. 
Quilit Poki (R) 295-4474. RB-15998. 
Williams Keller Honolulu RB-21303.

HOMES WITH ALOHA – Moloka‘i 3/1 
on 1-acre lot. Needs TLC $85,000. 
Leasehold. Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 
295-4474. RB-15998. Williams Keller 
Honolulu RB-21303.

HOMES WITH ALOHA – Nänäkuli 3/2 
teardown $115,000/ offer. Leasehold. 
Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 295-4474. 

RB-15998. Williams Keller Honolulu 
RB-21303.

NO-COST MARITIME JOB TRAINING 
for well-paying jobs on shore or sea. 
Hands-on learning and sailing with 
Maritime Careers Exploration for NH 
women and men. 4-week class starts 
March 21. Marimed.org or 349-3774. 

PÜLAMA A HÄLAU FOR SEWING is 
accepting nä haumana for Papa ‘Opio 
(Tue) and Papa Mäkua (Thurs) @
Hälau Kü Mana after school. Spring 
Break, Mar. 20-24; Summer session/ 
TBA. Learn fundamental hand sewing 
techniques, machine stitching, cutting 
patterns, etc. Beginner-intermediate 
accepted. Visit www.pulama.me for 
details or email PuamanaCrabbeDe-
signs@gmail.com.

SAILING OVER 145,000 MILES, Höküle‘a 
has linked us to our culture, wisdom of 

our ancestors and our heritage of navi-
gation – help us continue this effort: 
hokulea.com/donate 

Attention Medicare Members: Have 
questions about Medicare? Recently 
retired? Know you options? Let’s look for 
a plan that best suits your needs. Call 
Kamaka Jingao 808-286-0022

KÄNAKA MAOLI flags and regular 
Hawaiian flags (large 3’x5’) for your 
truck, boat or house ($10.00 each), 
hand flags (12”x18”), special T-shirts 
and tank tops with royal crest, island 
T-shirts for your island from $10.00, 
Känaka Maoli Pledge, long-sleeve 
T-shirts for hunters, stickers, window 
decals, banners. Order via www.kanaka 
maolipower.org or 808-332-5220.

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING A 
HOME? Call Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 

295- 4474 RB-15998. Keller Williams 
Honolulu RB-21303. To view current list-
ings go to my website HomeswithAloha.
com. Call or email me at Charmaine.
QuilitPoki@gmail.com to learn more 
about homeownership.Mahalo nui. 
Specialize in Fee Simple & Homestead 
Properties, 31 years.

“Let’s Talk Story” coming to your 
area. Waimanalo, Maui, Big Island, 
Kauai-Learn about buying or selling 
a home on Hawaiian Home Lands. 
Charmaine I. Quilit Poki(R) 295- 4474 
RB-15998 Keller Williams Honolulu 
RB-21303

WANTED: MAUI, DHHL KÖëKEA, 2+ acres 
agricultural lot. Have cash in hand for 
the right parcel. Please call 808-261-
2366. Mahalo!

Classified ads only $12.50 - Type or clearly write your ad of no more than 175 characters (including spaces and punctuation) and meil, along with a check 
for $12.50, to: Ka Wai Ola Classifieds, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200, Honolulu, HI 96817. Make check payable to OHA. 
(We cannot accept credit cards.) Ads and payment must be received by the 15th for the next month's edition of Ka Wai Ola. Send your information by meil, 
or e-meil kwo@oha.org with the subject “Makeke/Classified.” OHA reserves the right to refuse any advertisement, for any reason, at our discretion.

 Follow us:  /oha_hawaii  |  Fan us:  /officeofhawaiianaffairs  |  Watch us:  /OHAHawaii	 mei2017  31mākeke
the marketplace

HONOLULU
560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Ste. 200, 

Honolulu, HI 96817
Phone: 808.594.1888 
Fax: 808.594.1865

EAST HAWAI‘I (HILO)
Wailoa Plaza, Suite 20-CDE 

399 Hualani Street
Hilo, Hawaii 96720

Phone: 808.933.3106
Fax: 808.933.3110

WEST HAWAI‘I (KONA)
75-1000 Henry St., Ste. 205

Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
Phone: 808.327.9525 
Fax: 808.327.9528

MOLOKA‘I
Ku-lana ‘O

-
iwi, P.O. Box 1717

Kaunakakai, HI 96748
Phone: 808.560.3611 
Fax: 808.560.3968

LĀNA‘I
P.O. Box 631413, 

Lāna’i City, HI 96763
Phone: 808.565.7930 

Fax: 808.565.7931

KAUA‘I / NI‘IHAU
4405 Kukui Grove St., Ste. 103

Lı̄ hu‘e, HI 96766-1601
Phone: 808.241.3390 
Fax: 808.241.3508

MAUI
33 Lono Ave., Suite 480
Kahului, HI 96732-1636
Phone: 808.873.3364 

Fax: 808.873.3361

WASHINGTON, D.C.
211 K Street NE

Washington D.C., 20002
Phone: 202.506.7238
Fax: 202-629-4446

oha
offices

EMPLOYMENT WITH OHA

The Budget Analyst is responsible for budget preparation and review.  The 
Budget Analyst works closely with the accounting section of Administrative 
Services, which is responsible for the day-to-day processing and auditing of 
accounting transactions, maintaining the general ledger, and preparing fi nan-
cial reports.

The Lead Compliance Specialist works in the Compliance Program, the 
purpose of which is to monitor the policies and actions of government, pri-
vate, or not-for-profi t organizations to ensure proper treatment of the Native 
Hawaiian community, and for intervening when 
necessary with legal and policy investigation, 
analysis, and corrective actions.

The Offi ce of Hawaiian Affairs is seeking candidates for the following positions:

For additional details about these postions and other 
positions available, please visit to oha.org/jobs.
Continuous Recruitment Until Needs Are Met. An Equal Opportunity Employer.

560 N. Nimitz Highway, Suite 200 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96817

We also currently have an opening for a:

Please send a resume and cover letter 
with salary history and requirements to: 

Or via email: ohahr@oha.org

http://www.homeswithaloha.com/
http://www.oha.org/jobs


OFFICE of HAWAIIAN AFFAIRS 
560 N. Nimitz Highway, Suite 200 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96817

Or clip this coupon, fi ll in and mail to: Ka Wai Ola, 560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200, Honolulu, HI 96817

Email:

Name (First, Last)

Address

City  State  Zip

Get your FREE
subscription to Ka Wai Ola. 
Go to www.oha.org/kwo to sign up.

FREE
Please check one: £ New subscriber £ Change of address

Kamehameha Schools
1182 ADV-OHA Banner ad 2016

OHA Banner, Color, 
9.7" x 1.1875"

(allow 1/16” white space between main ad and banner ad)

Sign up for Kamehameha Schools’ Direct Mail List!
Timely, customized updates sent directly to your email or mailbox: program application 

noti�cations, community news and events, scholarship information and much more!

www.ksbe.edu/directmail

Sign  
up now!

www.ksbe.edu/ 
directmail

EXPLORE
QUALITY HAWAIIAN RESOURCES

FOR LEARNERS OF ALL AGES

Kamehamehapublishing.org/huimooleloKamehamehapublishing.org/huimooleloKamehamehapublishing.org/huimoolelo

JOIN HUI MO‘OLELO JOIN HUI MO‘OLELO JOIN HUI MO‘OLELO 
AND RECEIVE

20%20%20%20%
OFFOFFOFF

YOUR ONLINE YOUR ONLINE 
PURCHASESPURCHASESPURCHASESPURCHASES

Kamehameha Schools
ADV : Kamehameha Publishing Ad

OHA, Back Cover
Color, 9.7”[w] x 6.5”[h]

http://www.oha.org/kwo
http://www.ksbe.edu/about_us/join_our_mailing_list/
http://www.kamehamehapublishing.org/huimoolelo/
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