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A NEW

M ā    lama loan
can make your dreams come true

Dreaming of renovating?

Apply at any First Hawaiian Bank. 
Interest Rate: 6.25% 
Loan Term: Up to 7 years 
Loan Amount $2,500 -$20,000.

Hawai‘i residency and Hawaiian ancestry 
required. For more information visit: 
www.oha.org/malamaloan, 
call (808) 594-1924 or email: robertc@oha.org.

Pay $295 a month when you borrow $19,999.
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aloha mai kākou,

W
hat do we know about history? Or, better yet, 
what do I know about the history of the Hawai-
ian people?

Today, I am Ka Pouhana, the chief executive 
of the Office of Hawaiian Affairs. But for those 

in my generation, those who came before me and those in the 
current generation, our understanding of our collective history 
is confounding. There are a lot of misunderstandings. There are 
a lot of facts that have been misconstrued over the years. It’s no 
one’s fault; and yet everyone’s fault. Our history defines us; yet it 
doesn’t dictate our next move.

In the true sense of self-determination, OHA was approached 
by many in the community to set the record straight on our his-
tory. And so we present a new video, Pa‘a Ke Aupuni, an animated 
history. (See story on page 16.)

It is an accurate, fact-based depiction of the cultural and political 
history of the Hawaiian Kingdom and the society that existed from 
the time of Kamehameha the Great until the last reigning monarch, 
Queen Lili‘uokalani. It is the untold history that many people, 
Hawaiians and non-Hawaiians alike, were not taught in our public 
and private education systems. Yet over the years, this narrative has 
become more accepted as the true history of Hawai‘i.

Pa‘a Ke Aupuni fills a gap in education. It lets everyone know 
that Hawaiians were leaders. And they embraced the principles 

of political self-governance. They were leaders far ahead of their 
time. 

In our times, we fall back on facts and data as did our ali‘i. And 
that’s why this film is important. It isn’t about feeling sorry for 
ourselves; it is about empowering our lähui. It is about opening 
doors for our future leaders, because you must understand our 
history before you can take the next step forward.

Many will ask, what does this mean for self-determination; what 
does this mean for a new nation?

For me, it sets a foundation. Where do we go from here? I have 
my own opinions and preferences, and while I will be part of the 
conversation, it isn’t my place to decide. The ultimate decisions 
will be a collective one for all of us to make together.

What is clear is our ancestors were innovators. Agree or dis-
agree with the steps they took, they did what they did with the hope 
that a vital and productive Hawaiian nation would emerge.

We are here to take the next step.
I hope you will join me on this journey. 

‘O au iho nö me ke aloha a me ka ‘oia‘i‘o,

Kamana‘opono m. crabbe, Ph.D.
Ka Pouhana/chief executive officer

l E s s o n s  I n  h I s t o r y
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A 
consortium of Native Hawaiian lead-
ers with deep roots in the community 
will facilitate a nation-building process 
to move Hawaiians a step closer to self-
determination. The leaders have formed 

Na‘i Aupuni, a Native Hawaiian organization, that 
has signed a grant agreement with the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs to facilitate nation building. 
Under the terms of the agreement, Na‘i Aupuni 
will make its own autonomous decisions while 
OHA will fund the process.

“This is an encouraging sign for our efforts 
to empower Native Hawaiians to determine 
their own future through a process that is 
open to all of them,” said OHA Chairperson 
Robert K. Lindsey Jr.

The nation-building effort was first announced 
following a March 6, 2014, vote of the Board of Trustees. 
OHA then held a series of meetings with the leadership 
of various organizations founded by Hawaiian ali‘i. 
The separate, independent entity, Na‘i Aupuni, is a con-
sortium of Native Hawaiian leaders who have stepped 
forward from among the ranks of these ali‘i-founded 
organizations to facilitate Hawaiian nation building.

Na‘i Aupuni will oversee the solicitation of third-
party expert organizations to administer a three-stage 
nation-building process: a Native Hawaiian election 
of delegates; a convening (“ ‘aha”) of those del-
egates to draft a proposed governing document; and 
lastly, a ratification vote by which Native Hawai-
ians will collectively approve or disapprove of the 

draft governing document. In addition, Na‘i Aupuni 
will select an independent monitor to oversee the 
election and ratification. While Na‘i Aupuni will 
facilitate the process, every major decision – who 
is elected, what the draft governing document will 
say and whether it is approved – will be determined 
by the Native Hawaiian people.

Na‘i Aupuni’s directors are unpaid volunteers. 
They will not run for office within the nation-building 
process. OHA does not have any decision-making 
authority in the nation-building process.

The directors of Na‘i Aupuni are:
• Dr. James Kühiö Asam, President
• Pauline Nako‘olani Namu‘o, Vice President
•  Naomi Kealoha Ballesteros, Secretary/ 

Treasurer
• Geraldine Abbey Miyamoto
• Selena Lehua Schuelke

Na‘i Aupuni’s website is: naiaupuni.org. ¢

by francine Kananionapua murray

T
alk show host Mike Buck, well-
known for lively radio interviews with 
politicians and business leaders, has 
partnered with the Office of Hawai-
ian Affairs to create a new radio show 

called Kaiäulu: OHA in the Community, broad-
casting on AM 690 KHNR Saturdays at 7 a.m. 
and rebroadcast on Sundays at noon.

“We are excited to present our new OHA 
radio show,” said Kamana‘opono Crabbe OHA 
CEO and Ka Pouhana. “It is an important part 
of OHA’s effort to improve communication 
with the community at large, sharing informa-
tion, providing updates and ways people can get 
involved if they’d like to.”

The show is hosted by Buck, who has over 52 
years of experience in the broadcast industry, 40 
of them doing interviews in the “talk” format. 
“I have done tens of thousands of interviews,” 
Buck said. “The most meaningful to me are the 
ones that invoke a response from a listener like, 
‘I have learned so much, mahalo.’ That makes 
my day and is the compelling reason I am work-
ing with OHA to ‘spread the word’ to everyone 
on the planet.”

The show, like OHA’s newspaper, website 
and social media, will deliver the latest news 
on Hawaiian issues and programs designed 
to empower Hawaiians, while strengthening 
Hawai‘i and the strong sense of place that 
makes Hawai‘i unique.

“We have already received hundreds of com-
ments,” said Buck. “All kinds of people that 
previously really had no idea about the breadth 
and depth of this wonderful organization and 
the thousands of Hawaiians that depend on 
OHA in their everyday lives.”

OHA was previously on the radio from 2006 
to 2013 through its Nä ‘Öiwi ‘Ölino Hawaiian 
talk radio show on KKNE AM 940 in partner-
ship with Cox Media Group, which was later 
bought buy Summit Media LLC.

“We invite you to tune in and listen to 
Kaiäulu on KHNR, and tell your friends, family 
and networks about the show,” said Crabbe. 
“Soon you will also be able to listen to past 
shows on OHA’s website. As you tune in, we 
hope you are entertained as well as informed 
by Mike’s engaging interviews and I hope you 
will enjoy our new radio show as much as we 
enjoy making it.”

“I think we have truly found each other,” said 
Buck. “I am honored to have been selected to 
help the Office of Hawaiian Affairs reach out 
through me and our new program Kaiäulu: 
OHA in the Community.” ¢

Native Hawaiian community leaders to 
take helm of nation-building process

On the air

to restore 
pono and 

ea, native 
hawaiians 

will achieve 
self-gover-
nance, after 

which the 
assets of  

oha will be  
transferred 
to the new  
governing 

entity.
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Na‘i Aupuni board of directors are, back row from left: Kealoha Ballesteros, Gerry Miyamoto and Lehua Schuelke. Seated, from left: 
J. Kūhiō Asam and Pauline Namu‘o. - Courtesy photo

This is an encouraging sign for our 
efforts to empower native Hawaiians 
to determine their own future through 
a process that is open to all of them.”

— OHA Chairperson Robert K. Lindsey Jr.



contributed by trust for Public Land and  
aloha Kuamo‘o ‘āina

O
n May 28, 2015, the Office of Hawai-
ian Affairs Board of Trustees voted 
unanimously to contribute $500,000 
toward the purchase and protection of 
the Kuamo‘o battlefield and sacred 

burial grounds.
OHA’s contribution supplements $3 million 

already committed by the State Legacy Land 
Conservation Program (the No. 1 project and 
the largest grant in the program’s history) and 
$750,000 to be raised privately by The Trust for 
Public Land, a national nonprofit conservation 
group, and Aloha Kuamo‘o ‘Äina, a nonprofit 
formed by descendants of those who gave their 
lives in the historic battle. The 
groups have raised nearly 90 per-
cent of their fundraising goal of 
$4.25 million to purchase 47 acres 
of the Kuamo‘o coastal land located 
south of Keauhou, and to protect, 
steward and restore the  land.

historic and sacred ground
Accounts of the historic battle 

and the events leading up to it 
differ. In general, before Kame-
hameha I died in May 1819, he 
named two heirs – his son Liho-
liho (Kamehameha II) received his 
lands and political power, and his 
nephew Kekuaokalani was entrusted with the care 
of his feathered war god Kükä‘ilimoku. 

Strongly encouraged by Kamehameha I’s pow-
erful queens/widows, Keopulani and Ka‘ahumanu, 
Liholiho symbolically shared a meal of forbidden 
foods with the women of his court to set aside the 
‘ai kapu (eating taboos, but encompassing   the 

traditional Hawaiian 
code of conduct gov-
erning contact between 
men and women) and 
initiated ‘ai noa (eating without restrictions, but 
meaning a time of no adherence to the traditional 
Hawaiian religion, laws and regulations).

Historian Samuel M. Kamakau wrote that the 

time of mourning a beloved ali‘i nui was the time 
to ‘ai noa, and that when the period of mourn-
ing was complete, the new mö‘ï (ruler) would 
re-establish the kapu and reset the order of the 
kingdom. So, it is possible that the meal shared by 
Liholiho and the women of his court was observed 
in a time of traditional ‘ai noa, and Liholiho chose 
not to reinstate the ‘ai kapu. Regardless, either the 
breaking of the ‘ai kapu, or Liholiho’s choice to 
not reinstate the kapu was a drastic change. Liho-
liho’s cousin, Kekuaokalani, resisted this change. 
In December 1819, Liholiho sent his Prime Min-
ister Kalanimoku to defeat Kekuaokalani and the 
forces he had amassed.

Kekuaokalani marched up the Kona coast 
from Ka‘awaloa and met Kalanimoku’s forces 
at Lekeleke, south of Keauhou. The battle was 
fought with muskets, spears, slingstones and 
clubs. Kalanimoku’s/Liholiho’s forces were 
supported by a swivel gun mounted on a dou-
ble-hulled canoe and cannons on a western 

frigate. The first skirmish is said to have 
favored Kekuaokalani – with Liholiho’s 
forces suffering a temporary defeat at 
Lekeleke. Liholiho’s forces regrouped 
and allegedly trapped Kekuaokalani at 
Kuamo‘o between forces on land and 
a flotilla of canoes at sea. Kekekuoka-
lani’s wife Chiefess Manono (sister of 
Kalanimoku) accompanied Kekuaoka-
lani into battle, and was slain beside 
him at battle’s end. Hundreds of war-
riors died. Liholiho ordered that his 
men be buried in the terraced graves 
at Lekeleke, located to the north of the 
property. Kekuaokalani, Manono and 
their followers are said to have been left 
exposed or buried at Kuamo‘o under 
makeshift stone cairns.

The Battle of Kuamo‘o marked a pivotal turn-
ing point in Hawaiian history. Following the 

to maintain 
the connection  
to the past 
and a viable 
land base, 
native 
hawaiians will  
participate  
in and  
benefit from  
responsible  
stewardship  
of Ka Pae 
‘āina o 
hawai‘i.
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Hālau Hula Na Lei Kaumaka O Uka’s visit to Kuamo‘o before the Merrie Monarch Festival. - Courtesy: Laura Kaakua

“Aloha Kuamo‘o ‘Āina’s plan to use this 
land as a place of learning and peace is an 
answer to my prayers,” says Mrs. Marga-
ret “Possum” Schattauer, a descendant of 
Kamehameha I, whose family owns the 
land at Kuamo‘o. - Courtesy photo

Aunty Nona Beamer. - Courtesy: Ricky Cooke

SEE Kuamo‘o On PaGe 23

oha helps safeguard  
Kuamo‘o’s heritage

Kuamo‘o as seen from the water. - Courtesy: Rob Schallenberger



by samantha champion 
hawaiian community assets

V
ictoriano Ortiz, a 52-year-old 
Native Hawaiian man, first 
came to Hawaiian Commu-
nity Assets in January 2011 
while staying at the Kumuho-

nua Transitional Shelter. Having spent 
decades living on the beach with no roof 
over his head, he found an opportunity to 
break the cycle of homelessness through 
financial education.

“My case managers told me about 
HCA and I took advantage of (the 
financial education services) because 
I was tired of being homeless and 
wanted to improve my financial 
situation,” shared Victoriano, who 
struggled to find an affordable rental 
on Social Security disability income 
of $674 per month.

Working with HCA’s counselors, he 
completed a four-hour Kahua Waiwai 
Financial Education Workshop series and received 
one-on-one counseling to create and follow a 
monthly budget, develop a savings plan, improve 
his credit and learn how to become a financially 
qualified renter.

Over the next three-and-a-half years Victoriano 
met regularly with HCA counselors and worked 

closely with his case managers at Kumuhonua and 
later Onelau‘ena to find rental housing he could 
afford. Even with housing program fees of $350 
per month, he diligently followed his budget, 
adjusting when changes needed to be made and 
saved into his Trust account at Onelau‘ena.

By March 2015, Victoriano had saved $1,060, 
secured $223 in SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition 

Assistance Program) benefits to increase his house-
hold monthly income to $956, and successfully 
secured a one-bedroom rental home in Wai‘anae.

Victoriano was motivated to save by HCA’s 
one-of-a-kind Renters MATCH Savings Account, 
a product funded by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
that provided him a 4:1 match on $500 saved for 
a total of $2,000.

“I was able to keep money in my savings 
account and made no withdrawals, which quali-
fied me for the Renters MATCH money. It was a 
big help,” said Victoriano, sharing that his Renters 
MATCH funds paid his rent in advance for 11 
months, which allows him to continue saving into 
his emergency savings each month.

As a Housing First recipient, he also received 
rent subsidy through the Institute for Human Ser-
vices to reduce his rental payment to $176 per 
month for the first year. Additional financial assis-
tance was provided by Salvation Army, which 
covered his $950 security deposit.

“I would tell (other homeless individuals) to 
go to HCA, listen to their counselor,” Victoriano 
advised. “(HCA’s) guidance was very helpful. I’m 
not homeless anymore!”

He is now living happily in his one-bedroom 
home in Wai‘anae with his girlfriend and puppy. ¢

This article was reprinted with permission from 
Hawaiian Community Assets.

housing first recipient uses financial education, match savings 
and rental subsidy to win battle against chronic homelessness

to have 
choices and 

a sustainable 
future, native 
hawaiians will 

progress  
toward greater  
economic self- 

sufficiency.
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Victoriano Ortiz, left, stands with Rose Transfiguracion, a  Hawaiian Com-
munity Assets community services specialist who counseled him and his girl-
friend, Candace Corace. They are pictured in front of the home in Nānākuli 
where Ortiz and Corace live with their puppy, Bear. - Photo: Lisa Asato

spEakIng of suCCEss

how have oha loans  
helped your business?

“The OHA Mälama Business Loan has 
helped me with finalizing the final touches of 
producing the TH Reggae Hui Compilation Vol. 
1 Island Vibrations. It has helped me greatly, 
because after producing the great music in the 
recording studio, there are a lot of other expenses 
that you have to be aware of. Bringing it to life, you have the 
manufacturing of CDs, graphics, printing of posters, press 
release packages, fliers, promotional and marketing expenses. 

“Most importantly with this kökua, the funds have helped me 
with the launch of this album and making it a success. As a Native 
Hawaiian/Kanaka Maoli, music is life and we need to perpetuate 
this through our music/mele so our voices can be heard. Music is 
the harmony of life. Mahalo nui to OHA and the Mälama Busi-
ness Loan with helping us make Island Vibrations possible.”

— thomson Enos, producer
Thomson Enos in studio. - Courtesy: Thomson Enos

Success on  
Moloka‘i

The 
Mālama 
Loan has 

helped Hawaiians state-
wide. To see a video on how 
a Moloka‘i small-business 
man benefited in his time of 
need, visit oha.org/news/
oha-loan-impacts-moloka‘i-in-
a-big-way/.



by mary alice Ka‘iulani milham

S
tudents in Wai‘anae and 
Nänäkuli intermediate 
schools got to “veg out” 
this school year thanks to 
a project called ‘Ai i ka 

Lä‘au that provided them with 
lots of healthy fresh fruits 
and vegetables and taught 
them how to prepare them at 
home.

The project brought weekly 
cooking classes to campus through 
a partnership between Hi‘ilei Aloha 
LLC, OHA’s nonprofit subsidiary, 
and After-School All-Stars, a free 
afterschool program for intermedi-
ate and middle-school students.

Founded in 1992 by former Cali-
fornia Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger, 
ASAS provides fitness, enrich-
ment, tutoring and extracurricular 
activities to students in 12 states, 
including on several campuses on 
O‘ahu and Hawai‘i Island.

Funding for the project came 
through U.S. Department of Agri-
culture and Hawai‘i Medical 
Service Association grants. 

The idea for the project grew 
from a desire to address issues 
like poor nutrition and poor avail-
ability of fresh, healthy foods that 
disproportionately impact youth on 
O‘ahu’s West Side.

These nutritional issues, project 
leaders found, are especially hard 
on middle-school students, who 
fall into a gap in federal nutrition 
programs.

“The USDA fresh fruits and 
veggies program is only available 
to elementary school students,” 

explains Nalani Takushi, capacity-
building manager for Hi‘ilei Aloha. 
“However growing adolescents 
deserve the same nutritional foods 

to increase healthy 
eating habits, to reduce the onset 
of chronic illness in adulthood.” 

As a former health services coor-
dinator, Takushi was aware of the 
challenges Leeward Coast families 
face in the area of healthy food, 
including a survey by Nänäkuli 
teachers showing most students had 
no food in their stomachs before 
class.

“There was a high percentage, 
close to 90 percent, did not have 
breakfast in the morning,” says 
Takushi.

Knowing how this would nega-
tively impact their students’ ability 
to learn, teachers were buying food 
for their students to make up for 
what they weren’t getting at home.

Approximately 300 participat-
ing students, about 150 from each 
school, learned new recipes each 
week using fresh fruits and vegeta-
bles – oranges, apples and bananas 
as well as foods like kale and Swiss 
chard that many of them had never 
eaten.

The weekly classes also taught 
the students about dietary intake 
and guidelines for different food 
groups. 

The project was also fun for 
ASAS staff, who adapted their class 
recipes to incorporate the free fruits 
and vegetables. “For me it was great 
because it was a chance for my staff 
to be a little more creative with their 
food,” says Maria Glidden, ASAS 
site coordinator at Nänäkuli inter-
mediate. 

Including ‘ohana was an impor-
tant part of the project.

Says Takushi, “We were think-
ing that if we encourage the adults 

to eat better they would then be 
better role models in 

eating in front of the children.”
Parents were also invited to join 

their kids on field trips to MA‘O 
Organic Farms to get a firsthand 
look at where food comes from and 
how it goes from farm to table.

Monthly cooking demonstra-
tions on each campus were given 
by Tasia Yamamura, of MA‘O 
Organic Farms, another partner in 
the project. 

“To be in the schools and interact 
with youth, that’s the key to a suc-
cessful endeavor, to be involved in 
a real personal way,” says Kamuela 
Enos, MA‘O Organic Farms direc-
tor of social enterprises.

Working with the schools’ 
Makahiki clubs, the project also 
left a legacy of lä‘au on campus by 
providing native plants – including 
coconut, banana and sugarcane, as 
well as medicinal plants – which 
were planted by students through-
out the school year.

At the end of the school year, 
project leaders cooked up the 
perfect way to celebrate what the 
students had learned – an Iron 

Chef-style competition held at the 
Wai‘anae Coast Comprehensive 
Health Center’s Mäkeke Mahi‘ai 
‘o Wai‘anae, farmers’ market. 

Using at least two ingredients 
from the farmers’ market, the stu-
dent teams had to prepare, cook and 
present their creations before judges 
and a live audience. One team made 
lettuce wraps and vegetable quesa-
dillas and the other bruschetta and 
chicken Alfredo.

The result was nothing short of a 
culinary conquest, with the students 
as well as the Wai‘anae farmers’ 
market, which have asked for a 
repeat performance.

“They definitely loved it, says 
Glidden, of Nänäkuli intermediate. 
“They’re really excited to be able to 
do it again next year.” ¢

Mary Alice Ka‘iulani Milham is 
a freelance kanaka writer. A former 
newspaper reporter and columnist 
from California’s Central Coast, she 
lives in Mäkaha, O‘ahu.

vegging out on the Wai‘anae coast
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for a hEalthy CommunIty
Waimānalo Health Center kicked off in June the public launch of its $13 million capital cam-
paign to build a two-story, 17,753-square-foot outpatient-care facility. The building, to be 
built on land leased from the state a few doors down from its current home at 41-1347 
Kalaniana‘ole Highway, will house medical, behavioral health, vision, pharmacy, nutrition and 
support services, while dental, youth and administrative services will remain in the current facil-
ity. Construction is set to begin in 2016, with doors opening by 2017. The federally qualified 
health center serves the area from Makapu‘u Point to Kualoa State Park, focusing its communi-

ty-based efforts on Native Hawaiians in Waimānalo, who comprise 6,488, or 65 per-
cent, of the town’s population. As the center works to improve the health and well-
ness of individuals regardless of ability to pay, it has seen a 30 percent increase in 
patients and patient visits in the past five years. Pictured from left, are: Mitch D’Olier 
of Harold K.L. Castle Foundation, which has pledged $2 million to the Ola I Ka Wai 
capital campaign; former OHA Trustee Oswald Stender; former WHC medical director 
and honorary campaign chair Dr. Charman Akina; WHC chief medical officer Dr. Chris-
tina Kealoha Lee; WHC CEO Mary Oneha; general campaign chair Noa Dettweiler-Pa-
via; OHA Trustee Haunani Apoliona; and OHA Ka Pouhana Kamana‘opono Crabbe.

Inset: A health fair ran alongside the public launch of Waimānalo Health Center’s capi-
tal campaign. Here, WHC’s Raquel Glassman, left, and Lovely Bayani offered informa-
tion on the center’s prenatal programs, including a program supported by OHA, Pōhai 
Ke Aloha, which provides expectant mothers with information and resources to build a 
strong and loving ‘ohana. Others participating in the health fair included Castle Medi-
cal Center, American Cancer Society, National Kidney Foundation of Hawai‘i, Hawai‘i 
Health Connector and Straub Clinic & Hospital. - Photos: Lisa Asato

Almost two centuries after his death, 
King Kamehameha I continues to be 
honored in the month of June with 
festivities throughout the Islands. His 
legacy as the unifier of the Hawai-
ian Islands under a single rule is also 
honored in the halls of Capitol Hill 
with an annual lei-draping ceremony 
in Emancipation Hall at the Capitol 
Visitor Center. “Fourteen years he 
fought to unite the islands and he 
ruled 23 years,” wrote author S.M. 
Kamakau. The king was remembered 
with hula, song, music, speeches 
and the presentation of long strands 
of lei, variously made of anthurium, 
orchid, maile and more. Those pay-
ing tribute include members of the 
Islands’ congressional delegation, 
state lawmakers, Kaua‘i Mayor Ber-
nard Carvalho, OHA trustees and 
executives, and leaders in the Hawai-
ian community. From left are OHA 
Chairperson Robert Lindsey, Trustees 
Peter Apo, Lei Ahu Isa, Dan Ahuna 
and Carmen “Hulu” Lindsey. - Cour-
tesy: Trustee Ahu Isa

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees recently honored ‘Ahahui Ka‘ahumanu, Chapter 1, Honolulu, to com-
memorate the 110th anniversary of the group that traces its start to an Aug. 8, 1864, charter by Princess Victoria 
Kamāmalu, Queen Lili‘uokalani and Princess Bernice Pauahi Bishop. The Ka‘ahumanu Society, as it was known, took 
its name from the Kuhina Nui of the Hawaiian Kingdom under Kamehameha the Great. The group disbanded in 1866 
after the untimely death of Kamāmalu and was resurrected as the ‘Ahahui Ka‘ahumanu, in 1905. The OHA board pre-
sented a framed resolution of congratulations to chapter members May 28 at Nā Lama Kukui. The resolution honored 
the group for its many accomplishments, civic contributions and for its ability “to embrace and accept the ways of a new 
world while maintaining the culture and traditions of Hawai‘i’s host people, just as Queen Ka‘ahumanu was a formida-
ble change agent in the history of Hawai‘i nei.” Wearing two hats in this picture, so to speak, is OHA Trustee Lei Ahu 
Isa, fourth from left in back row, who is also a member of the royal benevolent society. The society has eight chapters 
and more than 500 members across the Islands. - Photo: Francine Murray
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oha Board actions compiled by garett Kamemoto

The following actions were taken by the Office of Hawaiian Affairs Board of Trustees, and are sum-
marized here. For more information on board actions, please see the complete meeting minutes posted 
online at oha.org/BOT.

MAY 21, 2015 Motion

motion to adopt the bot resolution, “congratulating the ‘ahahui Ka‘ahumanu, chapter i, honolulu, on its 110th  
anniversary.”

motion passes with eight aYes,  
and one eXcuseD.

MAY 28, 2015

motion to approve partial funding for the acquisition of 47 acres of the Kuamo‘o battlefield and burial grounds by the trust 
for Public Lands.

motion passes with eight aYes,  
and one eXcuseD.

motion to approve and authorize a funding request of $197,468 from oha’s fY 2015 fiscal reserve authorizations for 
Lunalilo home and trust.

motion passes with eight aYes,  
and one eXcuseD.

Board of Trustees
 ‘ae (Yes)
 ‘a‘ole (no)
 Kānalua (abstain)
 excused
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For the live stream, and for a schedule of meetings visit:

www.OHA.org/about/board-trustees

To watch from your mobile/tablet devices, 
download the Ustream app from GooglePlayTM 
or App StoreSM.

Watch Live!
Live streams 
are available 
for meetings 

of all standing 
committees of 

the Offi ce of 
Hawaiian 

Affairs Board 
of Trustees.

Live streaming will 
continue to be available 

for O‘ahu meetings of 
the Board of Trustees.
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Hua Kanu is OHA’s limited-time only business 
loan that provides highly qualifi ed businesses 
a minimum $200,000* term loan or line of credit 
to help them expand their small-business.

For more details, please visit 

www.oha.org/huakanu

Or contact Robert Crowell at (808) 594-1924.

Expanding the 
possiblities.

EMPOWERING HAWAIIANS, STRENGTHENING HAWAI‘I

*The interest rate on this business loan is 4.00% APR.

INTRODUCING 

Hua Kanu
Business Loan Program

Offi ce of Hawaiian Affairs’



by cheryl corbiell

T
he Kula Kaiapuni 
Kauwela ‘o Moloka‘i 
students’ oli procession 
welcomed the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs Board 

of Trustees to the annual Moloka‘i 
community meet-
ing on June 17 at 
Kalama‘ula, which 
attracted 65 people. 
Discussion focused 
primarily on land 
ownership and land 
and marine resource 
management.

Topics ranged 
from statewide 
initiatives to local 
challenges such as the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration’s plan to refocus the Hawaiian 
Islands Humpback Whale National 
Marine Sanctuary, and the Kalau-
papa National Historical Park Draft 

General Management Plan needing 
more ongoing consultations, while 
the ‘Aha Kiole Moloka‘i Pule O‘o 
and Mo‘omomi Community-Based 
Subsistence Fishing Area reported 
positive progress. 

Other concerns were the East 
Moloka‘i Water-
shed fencing 
pushing feral goats, 
pigs and deer, onto 
other lands, kuleana 
landowner rights 
and challenges 
of title searches, 
establishing an arts 
trade school and 
iwi depository in 
east Moloka‘i, and 

ensuring counties adhere to shoreline 
access rules. 

Walter Ritte, humpback whale 
sanctuary Advisory Council member 
for Moloka‘i, said the state Depart-
ment of Land and Natural Resources’ 

budget “continues to be cut, and the 
resources are in grave danger. The 
proposed expansion of the sanctu-
ary from protecting whales and seals 
to protecting all marine resources 
within the sanctuary is a positive 
opportunity. 

“We need help in protecting the 

natural resources now. By the time 
we gain sovereignty, the resources 
will be gone. OHA needs to be an 
active partner in this plan, because it 
deals with our culture. Let’s manage 
our resources now, and then we can 
say hui hou to the feds.”

The proposed Kalaupapa National 
Historical Park plan needs more 
oversight and public consultation, 
said Lori Buchanan, community 
advocate. She encouraged OHA 
to advocate for more community 
consultation, and said OHA should 
have first right of refusal on land 
transfers of north shore property.

Hawaiian-language kumu 
‘Opu‘ulani Albino said the Kalau-
papa area was rich with ancient 
history: “The north shore val-
leys have great value culturally to 
Hawai‘i. We can learn about our 
past and how our people lived.”

The ‘Aha Kiole Moloka‘i Pule 
O‘o, represented by Chairperson 
Kamalu Poepoe, reported the ‘aha 
is gaining community credibility. 
“In 2013, OHA took a chance fund-
ing the ‘aha and Moloka‘i jumped 
cannonball style into the pilot (pro-
gram). We learned each moku has 
to get input and approval from all 
people before taking action. Today, 
Moloka‘i is operating a moku 
system,” said Poepoe. 

She described how the Kaluako‘i 
Moku is tackling the “Race, No Fish” 
controversy – involving the channel 
canoe races and the escort boats 
that fish in the island’s waters while 
there for the events – by working 
with the canoe festival organizers, 
enforcement, Moloka‘i Ranch, the 
canoe association, paddlers and 
escort boats to centralize the event, 
to welcome them, discuss protocols 
and pä‘ina with them to develop 
respect for each other. “We are now 
included in stakeholder engagement 
processes, and we are also partner-
ing with Maui and Läna‘i moku to 
discuss best practices,” she said.

Mac Poepoe said Mo‘omomi, the 
site of a pilot Community-Based 
Susbsistence Fishing Area program 
in the 1990s, has educated people 
across Hawai‘i. “The Mo‘omomi 
project started in 1994, and the 

state didn’t understand what it took 
to protect resources. Things turned 
around. Today, Mo‘omomi has its 
resources intact. People can feed 
their families by being responsible. 
People can look after a place. We 
used practices that were used for 
thousands of years,” he said. 

Four groups thanked OHA for 
supporting cultural activities. Kilia 
Purdy-Avelino, an instructor at 
University of Hawai‘i Maui College-
Moloka‘i, appreciated OHA support 
of the ‘Ölelo Hawai‘i Spelling Bee 
involving 30 students from middle 
school to college. Then Penny 
Martin, speaking of Moloka‘i Keiki 
Earth Day, thanked OHA for hosting 
and supplying snacks for 200 fourth-
grade students who participated in 
activities connecting students to 
caring for the land, learning to save 
energy, using natural resources and 
recognizing invasive species. 

On behalf of Papahana Kuaola, 
Martin said the group appreciated 
OHA’s production support for the 
Lelekamanu Mo‘olelo Bus Tour 
booklets, which have reached four 
Moloka‘i schools and increased stu-
dents’ local mo‘olelo knowledge. 
Lastly, Kanani Costales, of Con-
suelo Foundation, expressed mahalo 
for OHA’s support in the prevention 
of abuse, neglect and exploitation of 
children, women and families. 

Board of Trustee Chair Robert 
Lindsey, said: “When we come to 
Moloka‘i, people are aware of the 
need for sustainability. Moloka‘i 
people are consistently true to their 
past and take responsibility for 
the land and stewardship of their 
resources. A recurring theme on 
Moloka‘i is ‘äina momona – land 
of abundance, and Moloka‘i folks 
want to keep it that way.”

The next day, OHA trustees held 
a board meeting on Moloka‘i, and 
trustees and staff responded to 
questions about nation building. 
The OHA trustees will head next to 
Läna‘i for one meeting in July. ¢

Cheryl Corbiell is an Instructor at 
the University of Hawai’i Maui College 
– Molokai and coordinator for TeenACE 
and ACE Reading programs.

Land, marine issues highlighted at oha meeting on moloka‘i
10  Iulai2015 www.oha.org/kwo | kwo@oha.org
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‘A‘ohe ‘ulu e loa‘a i ka 
pōkole o ka lou

There is no success without preparation.

Huli ka lima i lalo.
Add your hands to the

growth of the māla.

Location: Ka‘iwakı̄loumoku
 Kamehameha Schools  
 Kapālama Campus

Dates:  July 20-21, 2015

Times:  8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Summit registration and information available at  

www.keaomalamalama.org.

Contact: Dr. Walter Kahumoku III,  
wakahumo@ksbe.edu

Mac Poepoe hailed a project that began 
in 1994 to protect Mo‘omomi’s resources 
using traditional practices of resource man-
agement. - Photo: Alice Malepeai Silbanuz

OHA Läna‘i meeting
>> Wednesday, July 

15 at 11 a.m. at Läna‘i 
High & Elementary School 
cafeteria

For information, call 
the Läna‘i Office at (808) 
565-7930. 



A 
daily “pop-up” mobile 
food location at the site 
of the former Fisher-
man’s Wharf restaurant 
is being described as a 

great location that 
attracts a crowd of 
lunch and dinner 
patrons.

“The location is really good. It’s 
busy,” said Kyle Okumoto, owner 
of Inferno’s Pizza, estimating that he 
serves 75 to 100 wood-fired pizzas 
a day at the site at the corner of Ala 
Moana Boulevard and Ward Avenue.

On a recent Friday afternoon, 
Okumoto was advertising 10-inch 
pies “done in 5-10 minutes.” The 
day’s special was a kälua pig-lomi 
salmon-Sriracha mayo creation 
described as “the real Hawaiian 

pizza” – no pineapple and ham – 
selling for $16.

In its first day at the new venue, 
Pat Sato’s Primo Popcorn was 
selling a wide range of popcorn 
flavors, including its No. 1 selling 
Raging Crab and a Mac Nut Pesto 

that landed a spot 
in Food Network’s 
“best popcorn fla-
vors” of America 
list, much to the 

surprise of its owner.
Lucky visitors to Sato’s shady 

booth also discovered he was sell-
ing 77 Kream ice cream flash frozen 
with liquid nitrogen, in flavors like 
Kona coffee, strawberry and vanilla 
– at $4 a pop.

The pop-up mobile-food ven-
ture held a soft launch in mid-June, 
and immediately attracted regular 
crowds at the site it leases from 
OHA. Organizers plan to formally 
launch the venture in August, with 
plans calling for a Makers & Tasters 
food park and marketplace, includ-
ing an outdoor movie screen, bar 
and additional vendors.

For now, it was enough for the 
lunchtime crowd as keiki who were 
there with their parents ate cool treats 
from Aloha Pops, co-workers ate 
BBQ ribs from Kau Kau Grill, and 
others drank ’Nalo-made lemonade.

Street Grindz: Kewalo is open 
from 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. daily. 
Free parking is available by enter-
ing from Ala Moana Boulevard. 
For a list of daily vendors, follow  
@streetgrindz on Instagram. ¢

pops up in Kewalo

by  
francine Kananionapua murray  

and Lisa asato
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Starting from a proven home plan saves time and money, but it doesn’t need to 
limit your options. With HPM home packages you can enlarge rooms, add on 
decks and vault ceilings. You can select from various types of siding, roofi ng, 
windows and doors. And of course you can be dazzlingly creative with your 

cabinets, countertops and lighting.

Our home design consultants can help with all of it, but to start you might want to 
see what others have done in our online galleries and virtual tours.

WE’L L  HELP  YOU 
BUILD BETTER

WWW.HPMHAWAII.COM

HILO KONA WAIMEA KEA`AU 966-5466
KAUA`I O`AHU & MAUI 682-8560

See the rest of this 
home online!

PHOTO 
GALLERY & 

VIRTUAL TOUR 

CUSTOMIZE & UPGRADE AS YOU WISH...
Possibilities

Piani Tongson shows Inferno Pizza’s cre-
ation incorporating kālua pig, lomi salmon 
and a spicy Sriracha mayo. - Photos: Fran-
cine Murray

We asked several college students what they liked 
about street grindz: Kewalo, and here’s what they said:

“I think it’s a great oppor-
tunity for small businesses 
to do a pop-up show kind 
of thing. That’s really  
awesome.” 
– Courtney Lai of Kāne‘ohe

“I love supporting 
local and eating 
local.” 

– Jared Araki  
of Waikele

“Street Grindz is a cool oppor-
tunity for local vendors to fea-
ture their products. Besides 
plate lunches they have ice 
cream, snacks and drinks.” 
– Alexis Panoncillo of Kaimukı̄



T
he Napeahi v. Paty case 
involved the use of ceded 
lands by a private enterprise 
without just compensation. 
Hawai‘i’s “ceded lands trust” 

took root in 1848 when the Kingdom 
of Hawai‘i created two categories of 
landholdings for itself, Government 
Lands owned by the government, and 
the Crown Lands, which became the 
personal real property of the Ali‘i. 

In 1959 these lands were “ceded” to the 
State of Hawai‘i as a condition of state-
hood and the trust nature of these lands 
was further articulated. And so, accord-
ing to the Admissions Act, one of the five 
purposes of the ceded lands trust is “the 
betterment of the conditions of Native 
Hawaiians, as defined in the Hawaiian 
Homes Commission Act of 1920.” 

Unfortunately, since statehood, 
the state of Hawai‘i has consistently 

failed to honor its trust duties toward 
the ceded lands trust and Native Hawai-
ians. Hence, in 1985, Mervin Napeahi 
was forced to file a lawsuit against 
the Department of Land and Natu-
ral Resources because the state had 
allowed a luxury hotel on the island of 
Hawai‘i to use 1.8 acres of ceded lands 
absent just compensation. 

The Federal Ninth Circuit Court of 
Appeals ruled in favor or Mr. Napeahi 
by holding that the 1.8 acres was part of 
the ceded lands trust and that the state was 
required but failed to obtain just compen-
sation for its use. When the State fails to 
collect just compensation for the use of 
ceded lands, the level of support for Native 
Hawaiian programs is diminished. ¢

This is part of a series of case high-
lights provided by the Native Hawaiian 
Legal Corporation.

Ruling addresses fair compensation 
for use of ceded lands

contributed by native hawaiian Legal corporation

to maintain 
the connection  

to the past 
and a viable 

land base, 
native 

hawaiians will  
participate  

in and  
benefit from  
responsible  

stewardship  
of Ka Pae 

‘āina o 
hawai‘i.
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oha seeks island burial 
councils applicants

O
HA is seeking qualified applicants to recommend that the gov-
ernor appoint to the island burial councils. The deadline to 
submit applications to OHA is Aug. 31.

OHA is currently focusing on filling critical vacancies on 
the councils so that they may uphold their important kuleana of 

protecting iwi küpuna. However, our long-term goal is to create a pool of 
candidates qualified and willing to serve for every regional representative 
seat. This will help prevent future disruptions in service due to quorum 
issues when seats become vacant if current members are not able to com-
plete their terms.

OHA’s recommendation is based on an applicant’s “understanding of 
the culture, history, burial beliefs, customs, and practices of the native 
Hawaiians” in the region they seek to represent.

If you are interested in applying for a nomination to your island burial 
council, visit www.oha.org/burialcouncils. ¢
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EMPOWERING HAWAIIANS, STRENGTHENING HAWAI‘I

A grant solicitation to oversee and 
support OHA’s funding for all seventeen (17) 

Hawaiian-focused Public Charter Schools (PCS) 
statewide will be available on

July 17, 2015
For full details, please visit:

www.oha.org/grants

This grant will provide OHA’s funding for Native Hawaiian students in 
Hawaiian-focused PCS for a two-year period, Fiscal Biennium 2016-2017, 
to a non-profi t organization who will serve to support quality education 

and sustainability of all 17 Hawaiian-focused PCS.

Burial council representatives
map shows the current term status of the burial council regional seats.

Maps: Kamoa Quitevis



by mary alice Ka‘iulani milham

N
ew Jersey isn’t exactly the 
place one might expect to 
hear the music of Queen 
Lili‘uokalani, much less a 
sermon on the wrong done 

by America in conspiring with mission-
aries and businessmen in the overthrow 
of the Hawaiian government.

But for Wai‘anae resident Denice 
Keli‘ikoa, the unconventional 
sermon at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Church of Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey, was unforgettable.

“I had no clue that he (the pastor) 
was going to cover the history of the 
overthrow of Queen Lili‘uokalani or 
her imprisonment,” says Keli‘ikoa.

In February, Keli‘ikoa vis-
ited Patti Deitch, a colleague she 
befriended years ago at the open-
ing of a clinic for which Deitch had 
arranged a Hawaiian blessing.

When she told Keli‘ikoa her 
home church was planning a Hawai-
ian-themed fundraiser, Keli‘ikoa 
offered to kökua. 

In addition to making a Hawai-
ian gift basket for the silent auction 
– filled with pareos, candies, nuts, 
jams and jellies – Keli‘ikoa contrib-
uted homemade lomilomi salmon 
and chicken long rice. 

The next day being Sunday, 
Deitch invited Keli‘ikoa to church. 
The sermon was to be on “sacred 
Hawaiian spirituality.”

“I said, ‘Oh that would be interest-
ing,’ ” recalls Keli‘ikoa, not realizing 
“how great it was going to be.” 

It started with music – a pair of 
compositions by Queen Lili‘uokalani, 
“Ahe Lau Makani” and “Ku‘u Pua 
Paoakalani,” sung by the choir in 
Hawaiian. English translations were 
supplemented by the story behind 
the mele, how the queen composed 
“Ku‘u Pua Paoakalani” while under 
house arrest in ‘Iolani Palace.

“It was sung beautifully,” recalled 
Keli‘ikoa. 

The sermon by Rev. Manish Mishra-

Marzetti was based on observations from 
his recent trip to O‘ahu and his research.

Besides telling his congregation 
about the queen, the overthrow and 
her imprisonment, he connected 
that history to the conditions of 
Native Hawaiians today.

He described the hidden-from-
tourists inequities between Waikïkï 
and Wai‘anae – from the Ritz-Car-
lton environs to Pearl Harbor, “one 
of the largest U.S. military bases on 
the planet,” to the vestiges of agri-
business in Waipahu to the Wai‘anae 
Coast, Keli‘ikoa recalled.

Largely gleaned from the 1993 
Apology Resolution, his sermon also 
noted the national apology issued by 
the United Church of Christ, whose 
American Board of Commissioners 
for Foreign Missions began sending 
missionaries to Hawai‘i in 1820 – 
their scions becoming the architects 
of the overthrow.

Using words like “cultural genocide” 
and “stolen property,” Mishra-Marzetti 
said Americans today still benefit from 
the “heavy price” paid by Hawaiians 
and related how his own Universalist 
church, despite its progressiveness, 
shares a common ancestry with United 
Church of Christ.

While Mishra-Marzetti’s deliv-
ery was dispassionate, “just being 
very factual about points in time,” 
Keli‘ikoa recalls, it brought her 
“close to tears.” He invited her to 
stand beside him as he received the 
departing congregation.

“People came through, shook my 
hand and apologized,” she said.

Some said they’d been to Hawai‘i 
many times without hearing its history. 
Others said they wanted to learn more. 

Keli‘ikoa recommended they do as 
her friend Patti Deitch had done – read 
Hawai‘i’s Story by Hawai‘i’s Queen. ¢

Mary Alice Ka‘iulani Milham is a 
freelance kanaka writer. A former news-
paper reporter and columnist from Cal-
ifornia’s Central Coast, she lives in 
Mäkaha, O‘ahu.

Wai‘anae woman visiting 
New Jersey hears church 
sermon on Hawaiian history
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Join us for a day immersed in the Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands with talks on resource protection, scientific 
research, cultural practice, large-scale marine protected 
area management, World Heritage and more!

only mixed (natural and cultural) 
UNESCO World Heritage Site in the 
United States and the second World 

This year, we celebrate our five year 
anniversary as a mixed World Heritage 
Site for cultural and natural heritage 
considered to be of outstanding value 

Come join the celebration!
There will be speaker presentations, 
exhibits, video screenings, slide 
shows, and an opportunity to talk with 

A full listing of speakers and exhibits will be 
available in conference bag materials and on 
the HCA website at 

Wednesday, August 5, 2015 
10:00 am to 5:30 pm

Open to the Public all day

University of Hawai‘i Hilo 

Special
Event

Sponsored by the Office of
Hawaiian Affairs on behalf of the
Monument Management Board

Conservation Conference
At the 23   Annual Hawai‘i 



by maya uemoto

W
arren Tsark is the storyteller in our 
family. “Uncle Renny” to 
me, the story of his life 
could be a tale of its own. 
Born to a Hawaiian-Chi-

nese family of eight and raised in Palolo 
Valley, he was the youngest welder in the 
state at age 21. A veteran fireman of more 
than 20 years, he also built the house in 
which my family and I live today.

But several years ago, his story took a 
turn, as he was diagnosed with polycys-
tic kidney disease, or PKD, an illness that 
runs in our family. PKD causes numerous 
cysts to grow in the kidneys, often damag-
ing the organs, reducing kidney function 
and leading to kidney failure.

Uncle Renny was always a healthy, active man 
– someone who, in my mind, could do virtually 
anything. But now, at age 55, he suddenly had to 
change his health habits as his disease started to 
worsen.

According to the National Kidney Foundation, 
about 600,000 people in the United States suffer 
from PKD. The fourth leading cause of kidney 
failure, it is found in all races and occurs equally 
in men and women. 

When a change in diet did not slow down the 
progression of the disease in Uncle Renny, doc-
tors turned to medicine and, finally, dialysis.

“I got this shot every week and it kept me off of 
dialysis, but after a year-and-a-half, it got worse 

and then I ended up on dialysis,” he says. “But 
it didn’t really help me. Everyone is affected by 

dialysis differently. With me I would end up in 
emergency room right after dialysis.”

When I moved home in 2012, I could see the 
physical toll the disease had taken.

His once healthy, dark brown complexion had 
turned ashen. Dialysis was keeping him alive, but 
it involved some hardship, including seven surger-
ies for an arteriovenous fistula – the joining of an 
artery and vein in the arm to provide access for 
dialysis. He needed a donor.

“It could take one to two, seven years before 
you get a donor,” Uncle Renny says. “But I was 
fortunate I had two people who wanted to donate 
their kidneys to me: one being my niece, Maya 
Uemoto, and my daughter Kaila Tsark. My 
daughter was the better match because she was a 

closer blood relation. It was my daughter’s kidney 
that I got.”

Although confirming a donor was a happy 
moment, there were still many more doctor’s 
visits and medical tests my uncle would have 
to endure before he was ready for surgery.  For 
Kaila, becoming an organ donor required many 
tests and numerous doctor visits to ensure a good 
match and that she was healthy enough to give 
away a kidney. Although receiving a kidney from 

a family member is ideal, it can also 
be emotionally complicated.  Even at 
his sickest, Uncle Renny never asked 
anyone in his family to be his donor.

“I didn’t want a kidney from any of 
my children,” he says. “I would accept 
the kidney from my niece because her 
mom didn’t have the disease. And I 
didn’t want from my children because 
they might have the disease, so they 
might need their kidney. But my daugh-
ter insisted, and she got tested and 
she found out that she does not have 
polycystic kidney disease, which was 
a good thing because the disease ended 
with me and I did not pass my disease 
on to my daughter and my son.”

Once all the approvals were met, 
father and daughter had the surgery 
at Queen’s Medical Center. Their sur-
gery was successful and Uncle Renny’s 
body accepted Kaila’s kidney.

“No pain but discomfort,” Kaila said 
of the recovery. “But it wasn’t painful. 
Everything was just very tight.”

Uncle Renny had a different take: 
“(The surgery was) painful, but it all 
went away in time. And life was never 
better.”

Today, Kaila sometimes forgets she 
has only one kidney, “Until I see my 
dad and then I remember because he 
looks so much better. … I ran half a 
marathon to show my dad, I have one 
kidney but I’m fine!”

“It wasn’t a decision that only I had 
to make, it was a decision for my whole family,” 
Kaila adds. “But it was a no-brainer. … I can’t 
say everyone should give, for me it worked out. 
But I had to watch my dad change his life because 
of his disease. He adapted and he had a loving 
family to support him. It would be wonderful if 
you can give your kidney, but the main thing is to 
be supportive of the person that has to live with 
the kidney disease.”

For Uncle Renny, “Life is good.”
“You’re never going to feel how good it is until 

you finish the process I have gone through,” he 
adds. “So live happy, ‘cause it can end.” ¢

Maya Uemoto is an intern in OHA’s executive 
office.

For an OHA intern, kidney 
disease hits close to home

to improve 
the quality 

and longevity 
of life, native 

hawaiians 
will enjoy 

healthy life-
styles and 
experience  

reduced 
onset of 
chronic  

diseases.
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“Uncle Renny” Tsark and daughter Kaila Lui-Kwan. Tsark is an uncle of OHA intern 
Maya Uemoto. - Courtesy: Emma Lui-Kwan

it could take one to two, 
seven years before you 
get a donor. But i was 

fortunate i had two 
people who wanted to 

donate their kidneys to 
me: one being my niece, 
maya uemoto, and my 

daughter Kaila Tsark.
— “Uncle Renny” Tsark



7/31/15 Doris Duke Theater, 6:30 pm
8/2/15 Doris Duke Theater, 3 pm
8/8/15 Ka Waihona O Ka Na‘auao
  Charter School, 6 pm - 9 pm
8/15/15 Papakōlea Community
  Center, 6 pm – 9 pm

8/8/15 LĪhu‘e Public Library, 
  9 am – 12 pm

8/24/15 Paukūkalo Homestead
  Community Center, 5:30-8 pm
8/25/15 Hāna High & Elementary,
  5:30-8 pm
8/26/15 Lahaina, Na ‘Aikane‘o Maui 
Cultural Center
  5:30-8 pm

8/28/15 Lāna‘i Senior Citizen
  Center, 6 pm – 8 pm

8/13/15 Kūlana ‘Ōiwi Hālau, 
6 pm – 8 pm

8/27/15 Waimea Civic Center, 
  4:30 pm-8:30 pm
8/28/15 Kona Civic Center, 
  4:30 pm-8:30 pm
9/3/15 Pāhala Community 
  Center, 6 pm – 9 pm
9/4/15 Keaukaha Elementary School,
  6 pm – 9 pm

Hot 
Hawaiian 
Issues

Tune in to “KAIAULU: OHA in the community” on 
KHNR AM 690 Saturdays at 7 a.m. & Sundays at 12 p.m.

Empowering Hawaiians, Strengthening Hawai‘i

kamakakoi.com/paa



W hen OHA Trustee 
Peter Apo grew up 
in postwar Hawai‘i, 
Hawaiian history 
wasn’t taught in 

school. And images of Hawaiians as dig-
nified, proud and strong were lacking. 

What he did learn about Hawaiian his-
tory came from his tütü wahine on Maui, 
where he spent summers. But her sto-
ries were hard for Apo to piece together, 
because she spoke ‘ölelo Hawai‘i, the 
native tongue – a language that was 
withheld from him in his own home in 
the hopes he would excel in school and 
assimilate into western ways.

“I really had very little idea about the 
Hawaiian history other than I knew some 
bad things happened,” he said. “I knew I 
was Hawaiian, I knew family history, but 
never really the real story, and I wasn’t 
taught in school.”

It wasn’t until he was 35, returning 

home to the Islands from the U.S. con-
tinent amid the Hawaiian Renaissance of 
the 1970s, that he felt the power of seeing 
Hawaiians through a Hawaiian’s eyes. 
Through Herb Käne’s paintings depicting 
Hawaiians of old doing everyday activities 
– in sharp detail and bold imagery, Apo 
found a portal to his own past.

“It was through his eyes that I began to 
understand Hawaiian history,” Apo said, 
adding, “because for the first time I was 
able to see my past, at least my ancestral 
past.”

That’s the idea behind the soon-to-be-
released animated film telling the history 
of the Hawaiian people. 

Pa‘a Ke Aupuni: The Reel History of 
Hawai‘i endeavors to have Hawaiians tell 
their own story, while remaining steadfast 
– pa‘a, to the facts.

“Pa‘a Ke Aupuni zooms in on key 
facts to explain how the Hawaiian King-
dom came to be, how it evolved to stand 

firmly on the international world stage 
of sovereign nations, and how the 
United States came to claim Hawai‘i,” 
the film’s description says. “Pa‘a Ke 
Aupuni lays bare the realities of this 
history. It’s a set of facts we all need 
to know as the push to re-establish a 
Hawaiian nation gains momentum.”

A concise history
The film opens in traditional times, 

setting the stage for the era of Kame-
hameha and ends at the purported 
“annexation” of Hawai‘i through a 
joint resolution of Congress in the late 
19th century.

“As you can imagine, there were a 
lot of challenges in condensing our his-
tory into a 60-minute space. But most 
of our content decisions were made 
easier by remembering who our target 

audience is — those who know little to 
nothing about the history of Hawai‘i,” said 
Ryan “Gonzo” Gonzalez, OHA digital 
media manager, who served as the film’s 
producer. “We wanted to come up with 
something that had utility for both Hawai-
ians and non-Hawaiians alike, a historical 
primer that could be used in a variety of 
settings. How can we get non-Hawaiians 
to support Hawaiians? How can we better 
engage Hawaiians? It all starts with educa-
tion and knowing the facts.”

OHA community engagement direc-
tor Këhaunani Abad, a former Hawaiian 
history teacher at Kamehameha Schools, 
wrote the script. 

“The hardest part of making Pa‘a Ke 
Aupuni was deciding what not to include,” 
she said. “So many important parts of 
our history had to be left out to keep the 
political story the focus and to stick to a 

timeframe that people would be willing 
to watch.”

The hourlong film is presented in 
21 mokuna, or chapters, ranging from 
“Hawaiians excel through education and 
literacy,” “Hawai‘i’s constitutional gov-
ernment on the world stage,” “Hawai‘i’s 
sugar industry seeks new growth,” “Hawai-
ians take aim at restoring their political 
authority,” to the final chapter titled simply  
“ ‘Annexation.’ ”

Abad said Hawaiian history resources 
of this sort didn’t exist when she was a 
student in the 1970s and ’80s. But in the 
ensuing years, great films on Hawaiian his-
tory were created, like Act of War, which as 
a teacher she would show to her students. 

“But we certainly could have used more 
resources,” she said. “I hope Pa‘a Ke Aupuni 
will help to supplement the ‘tool kits’ that 
creative teachers bring to their haumäna. 

“A teacher could show the full film 
as an introduction to a Hawaiian history 
course, as a summary review at the end 
of a semester, or could share each of the 
21 chapters at different points along the 
way. We tried to make the film flexible 
and ‘user-friendly’ from a teacher per-
spective.”

That’s exactly how Apo would like to 
see the film shared – through teachers, 
whom he calls “the umbilical cord to the 
young people.” The film is chock-full of 
information, yet well-paced and easily 
digestible, making it perfect for audiences 
of all ages, he said. 

“The way it was presented and the script-
ing of it was really excellent,” Apo said. 
“That’s what I liked about it. There’s a lot 
of information but it didn’t feel crammed 
in, so that was kind of amazing.”

Birth of a film
Pa‘a Ke Aupuni evolved out of discus-

sions on sovereignty involving a group 
that met regularly in the late 2000s with 
then-OHA Trustee Boyd Mossman. For 
some years now, the group has continued 
meeting with now-OHA Chairman Bob 
Lindsey. “The group, including Dennis 
Ragsdale, Sterling Ing, Keali‘i Makekau, 
Jean Rasor and Kaleo Paik, urged OHA 
to develop short film 
pieces to help people 
understand Hawai‘i’s 
history and also better 
understand the founda-
tion upon which we are 
seeking various forms 
of sovereignty,” said 
Abad.

Additional impe-
tus for the film came 
in 2013 from an OHA 
Board of Trustees 
motion that committed 
OHA to providing education to the Hawai-
ian community and general public on key 
points in Hawaiian history. In addition, at 
public meetings on nation rebuilding last 
year, “the most consistent feedback we 
heard were requests for more education 
so people would understand our history 
and its relevance to today’s issues, espe-
cially matters relating to our governance,” 
said Abad.  

The making of the film took a little 
more than two years from concept to final 
production. “A video project is a pretty 
significant undertaking, but when you 
throw animation into the mix, it becomes a 
totally different animal,” said Gonzalez. 

He said the animation – or “draw pick-
cha” – approach was used to “boil things 
down to their most essential parts and 
present things as objectively as possible.”

“We felt that the line drawings and ani-
mated approach would serve us well in that 
regard,” he said. “Plus there’s the added 
novelty of the marriage of animation and 
our history that we felt would help make 
things stick for our audience.”

The digital media team worked with 
the Good Juju Co. (Cynthia Derosier 
and Ruth Moen), Hyperspective Studios, 
Pacific Music Productions, narrator Kahu 
Wendell Silva, editor Matthew Corry and 
researcher Nanea Armstrong-Wassel – all 
of whom were super passionate about the 
project and worked at steep discounts. 
Chair Lindsey’s sovereignty discussion 
group volunteered their time and expertise, 
and OHA’s own research team, includ-
ing Kamoa Quitevis, Wahine‘aipöhaku 

Tong and Holly Coleman offered crucial 
research assistance, Gonzalez said. 

“We also saved a ton on the fact that 
the scripting, main animation, editing 
and compositing of the film were handled 
in-house,” he said. “OHA digital media 
specialist James Hall worked his magic 
on the animation and video editing side 
of things and Alice Silbanuz and I con-
tributed as producers.”

A timely premiere
The film has shown to small groups 

for feedback and “sneak peek” sessions, 
including one at the Maui Arts & Cultural 
Center in June. 

For general audiences, the film will 
debut in Honolulu at the Doris Duke The-
atre on July 31 and online the same day. 

The date is significant in Hawaiian his-
tory, recognized as the national holiday 
Lä Ho‘iho‘i Ea – Sovereignty Restoration 
Day, which marked the restoration of the 
Hawaiian Kingdom by the British govern-
ment following a monthslong takeover by 
a British warship commander. The first 
Lä Ho‘iho‘i Ea was celebrated in 1843 
at Thomas Square, across the street from 
where the premiere will take place.

“We are holding the launch that day as 
a way of connecting the messages of the 
film to real life in real time,” Abad says. 
“As our title conveys, our aupuni (our 
nation and its people) remains pa‘a (stead-
fast and enduring). Lä Ho‘iho‘i Ea in the 
1800s and today celebrates that truth.”

Abad adds: “We hope those who may 
not know much about Hawaiian history 
will see Pa‘a Ke Aupuni and walk away 
from the experience with an increased 
appreciation of why Native Hawaiians 
remain passionate about addressing his-
torical injustices – even 122 years later. 
And for those who know our history well, 
we hope Pa‘a Ke Aupuni will be a useful 
tool they can use to share our history with 
others.” ¢
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OHA creates 
an animated 
Hawaiian history 
for the masses
By Lisa Asato
Art Illustrations: Ruth Moen, Good Juju Co. 
Photo: Francine Murray

“We wanted to come up 
with something that had 
utility for both Hawaiians 
and non-Hawaiians alike.”

— Ryan “Gonzo” Gonzalez, 
OHA digital media manager

Stills from Pa‘a Ke Aupuni portraying, from top, a pueo that narrates 
the film, Queen Lili‘uokalani addressing her people, and King Kame-
hameha I.

Pa‘A Ke 
Aupuni 
Honolulu 
premieres
When: 6:30 p.m. Friday, July 31 
and 3 p.m. Sun., Aug. 2

Where: Doris Duke Theatre

Cost: Free
For additional showings or to 
download a free copy, visit 
kamakakoi.com/paa.

OHA’s core production 
team Kēhau Abad, Alice  
Malepeai Silbanuz, 
James Hall and  
Ryan “Gonzo”  
Gonzalez.
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A Hawaiian owl served as the film’s  
narrator, voiced by Kahu Wendell 
Kalanikapuaenui Silva.
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olAKino
Your heaLth

by claire Ku‘uleilani hughes, 
Dr. Ph., r.D.

C
ancer is still our most 
feared illness. We are 
fearful because cancer 
is still not totally under-
stood and its cure still 

eludes us. Also, cancer develops 
quietly, then, surprises us. Still, 
much progress has been made 
understanding most cancers. And, 
now, there is some solid advice on 
how to avoid it.

For example, with breast cancer, 
we know the risk is higher among 
women who are 65 years or older. 
It’s higher if you have a relative 

who has had cancer … especially a 
mother, sister or daughter. The risk 
is greater if you have gene muta-
tions (like BRCA1 and BRCA2) 
found in families with high rates of 
breast cancer; if you were older than 
30 when you had your first child; if 
you never gave birth; took hormones 
after menopause; or have abnormal 
breast cells. Among older women 
who take no hormones, those who 
are overweight or obese have almost 
double the risk of estrogen-positive 
breast cancer compared to women 
who are lean. Heavier women have 
a 60 percent higher risk of estrogen-
negative breast cancer.

We know that 40 percent to 60 
percent of cancer cases are linked 
to foods commonly eaten. Chemi-
cals found in processed foods are 
just one source. We also know that 
smoking and chewing tobacco and 
secondhand smoke are responsible 
for 30 percent of cancers. Constant 

exposure to chemicals, X-rays and 
sun can cause cancer. There are also 
rare cases of genetic cancer.

The good news is that there are 
important, simple ways to prevent 

or avoid cancer. Cancer devel-
ops slowly, over a very long time, 
probably 10 to 30 years, making 
detection difficult. However, that 
long incubation period provides 
many opportunities to block pro-
cesses causing cancer. That’s really 
good news.

Foods grown and eaten by our 
ancestors are now replaced by 
western French fries, chips, snacks, 
canned meats, sausages, coke and 
beer. These introduced “food items” 
have none of the protective quali-
ties of our traditional foods and, in 
fact, may be harmful. Our küpunas’ 
advice, to learn to eat vegetables, 
such as lü‘au, pöpolo, palula and 
‘uala is no longer passed on to our 
keiki. Sadly, many illnesses could 
be prevented by eating the foods of 
our küpuna. For example, modern 
science has found that dark, leafy 
greens contain folic acid, vitamins 
A and C, antioxidants, fiber and 
numerous phytochemicals. These 
nutrients can work to prevent such 
illnesses as colds, infections, certain 
birth defects … and cancer.

What foods help to prevent 
cancer? The best cancer protection 
foods are vegetables (they’re the 
best protectors) and fruits, espe-
cially the rich sources of vitamin 
A and C, and fiber. Papaya, guava, 
mangoes, all cabbages, broccoli, 
cauliflower, lü‘au, spinach and 
watercress are easy to find and 
cook. All can be eaten raw, except 
for lü‘au. Eating some of these 
protective foods every day will 
strengthen the body’s defenses to 
fight cancer. Scientists continue to 
study many phytochemicals in food 
to discover exactly how they fight a 
variety of cancers.

Some solid advice to reduce your 
risk of all cancer is: 1) Don’t use 
tobacco; 2) Lose (or don’t gain) 
excess weight; 3) Limit red and 
processed meat; 4) Limit alcohol 
to two servings a day (men) or as 
little as possible (women); and 5) 
Get at least 30 minutes of exercise 
a day. Start today. ¢

lower your cancer risk

Oahu Kona Hi lo Maui Kauai 808.246.2412

Oahu ~ 5bdrm, 3 bath 2,480 sq ft.

Prepackaged Home Kits
                                                         

Oneki ~ 3bdrm, 2 bath 1,000 sq ft. If you’ve been thinking about building a home, call us- 

A�ordable Material Packages                                                                                     Designed for Local Lifestyles
   Standard, Traditional and Vintage Models                                                                                     Models �om 500 sq. �. to 2,450 sq. �.

View model selections on our website

www.honsador.com

Choose From Over 30 Model Variations

Simple rules to fight 
cancer with food are:
1.  Eat a variety of vegetables 

and fruits, and whole grains, 
at least five half-cup serv-
ings daily.

2.  Eat a low-fat diet. This 
means cooking the 
traditional Hawaiian way: 
steaming, baking and roast-
ing, and eat more fish and 
chicken (without skin).

3.  Eat foods that are good 
sources of fiber, such as 
greens, taro, potato, poi, brown 
rice and whole-wheat bread.



to 
strengthen 
identity,  
native 
hawaiians 
will preserve, 
practice and 
perpetuate 
their culture.
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by cheryl corbiell

T
he Hula Preservation Society 
made its first public visit to 
Moloka‘i to honor four of the 
island’s hula icons. 

HPS focused the spotlight 
on Anna Lou Ne Arakaki, daughter of 
Harriet Ne; Pilipo Solatorio, native of 
Hälawa Valley and student of Harriet Ne; 
Kauila Poaha Reyes, eldest Moloka‘i 
kumu at 89 years old; and Pearl Keawe 
Souza, daughter of Kumu Pearl Keawe 
and an esteemed Kent Ghirard Hula Nani 
Girls dancer in the early 1950s.

The “Let’s Celebrate Hula” event, June 
2 at Külana ‘Öiwi Hälau, also shared a 
sample of HPS archived photographs 
and video footage of interviews and per-
formances of Kumu John Ka‘imikaua, 
founder of the annual Moloka‘i Ka Hula 
Piko, and Kumu ‘Iolani Luahine, student 
of Mary Kawena Pukui. Luahine was 
often referred to as a high priestess of the ancient 
hula.

HPS is a nonprofit dedicated to documenting 
and sharing the personal life stories of the eldest 
living hula masters and their efforts to perpetu-
ate hula, so their legacies live on to inspire and 
educate future generations in the authentic culture 
of Hawai‘i. 

“It was special to have all four Moloka‘i hula 
elders together in the same place, and over the last 
10 years we’ve interviewed all these küpuna,” said 
Maile Loo-Ching, HPS executive director.

Loo-Ching reflected on the importance of 
recording the küpuna: “Hula kahiko, ancient hula, 
and its accompanying practices were lost during 
the 1800s, a time of unprecedented change. Elders 
in their 70s, 80s and 90s are the last direct link to 
their grandparents who lived during the time of 
the Hawaiian Kingdom and were firsthand wit-
nesses to the traditional hula of the ancestors. 

“These küpuna are men and women who 
devoted their lives to hula when it was difficult 
to do so. They were trained traditionally but 
needed to make a living in a changing Hawai‘i. 
They successfully carried on ancient traditions 

by weaving them into their daily work through 
their own hula studios and public performances. 
Most importantly, they have given their lives to 
teaching hula.”

The evening provided a rare glimpse into the 
elders’ relationship with hula. 

“When I was 4 years old, I watched hula and 
learned to keep time to the beat,” Arakaki recalled. 
“I watched how graceful the dancers were in their 
movements. Dedicated teachers like my mom 
(Harriet Ne) made us good dancers and filled us 
with the spirit of carrying on the culture.” The 
audience was mesmerized by a nostalgic video 
clip of Harriet Ne’s recollections of learning hula 
as a child and information about the hula work of 
Ioela Kao‘o from Pelekunu Valley. 

Another student of Harriet Ne is Pilipo Solato-
rio. “When I started hula with Harriet Ne, hula was 
more than a dance. Hula taught me understanding 
and respect for the Hawaiian culture. Auntie Har-
riet Ne said hula is from the heart and is a story 
with feelings. I understood the Hawaiian words and 
their meaning, so the dance had great mana,” said 
Solatorio.

Reyes stressed the importance of the Hawai-
ian language in hula. “Father made us read the 

Hawaiian Bible out loud. He brought 
home Hawaiian songs, which we trans-
lated into Hawaiian. Hula was duck soup 
to me because I understood the words. 
Hawaiian is a special language, and 
the language is inside you. I dance the 
Hawaiian dance because I am Hawaiian,” 
said Reyes. Then Reyes used precision 
footwork in the hula “Kaulana Na Pua” 
(Famous are the Flowers) for the capti-
vated audience.

HPS was formed in 2000, and it has 
conducted 80 hula elder interviews and 
over 1,200 hours of documentation.

“The digitally recorded interviews 
capture the voices and gestures of the 
elders as they share cultural insights and 
words of wisdom about hula,” said Loo-
Ching. “The hula elders provide a broad 
perspective of the different ways hula 
was taught and shared within families, 
in small remote communities, between 
islands and beyond Hawai‘i. I admire 
and appreciate how the hula elders per-

petuated the hula traditions.”
If your family knows a hula elder born before 

1932 who should be interviewed, call HPS at 
(808) 247-9440 or visit hulapreservation.org 
to learn more. To view photographs or video 
archives, individuals can make an appointment 
at the HPS office, 46-022 Alaloa St., Unit G, in 
Käne‘ohe, O‘ahu. ¢

Cheryl Corbiell is an instructor at the University 
of Hawai‘i Maui College-Moloka‘i and coordinator 
for TeenACE and ACE Reading programs.

Hula Preservation Society 
honors Moloka‘i hula elders

Auntie Kauila Poaha Reyes thrilled attendees with her hula to “Kaulana Na Pua.” Said 
Maile Loo of HPS: “Fancy footwork, even at 89!”

The Hula Preservation Society honored four kūpuna it has worked with on Moloka‘i, from left, Anna Lou Ne Arakaki, Pilipo Sola-
torio, Kauila Poaha Reyes and Pearl Keawe Souza. - Courtesy photos: Hula Preservation Society



by Lynn cook

W
hen one day isn’t 
enough the obvious 
question is, what to 
do? In the case of the 
annual Prince 

Lot Hula Festival at Moanalua 
Gardens, the answer was, 
“Expand!” 

Titled He Wahi Pana … 
Moanalua, A Sacred Place, the 
38th annual Prince Lot Hula 
Festival will be held Saturday, 
July 18, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and Sunday, July 19 from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m.

“We are very pleased to 
see how much the festival is 
enjoyed by both kama‘äina and 
malihini,” says Alika Jamile, 
Moanalua Gardens Foundation 
(MGF) executive director and 
president. “With encouragement 
from kumu hula, and supporters 
including the Hawai‘i Tourism 
Authority and the Office of 
Hawaiian Affairs, we are adding 
another day of great hula to include 
additional hälau and their dancers from 
out-of-state branches of their Hawai‘i-
based hälau.”

Hälau including their out-of-state 
dancers are Kumu Lilinoe Lindsey’s 
Ka Pa Nani ‘O Lilinoe, Kumu Hökül-
ani De Rego’s Hälau Hula ‘O Hökülani, 
Kumu Charlani Kalama’s Halau Ha‘a 
Hula ‘O Kekau‘ilani Na Pua Hala O 
Kailua, and Kumu Pumehana Cullen, 
Kapualani McElroy and Malia Helela’s 
Nä Hula O Puamana.

The festival is the largest noncompeti-
tive hula event in Hawai‘i, honoring Prince 
Lot Kapuäiwa who reprised the once-for-
bidden hula in the district of Moanalua. 
For only the second time in 38 years, the 
MGF will present the Malia Kau Award to 
hula greats Joan Lindsey and Ed Collier, 
honoring them as keepers of the culture 
who have dedicated their life’s work per-
petuation of hula traditions. 

Kau, a descendant of the valley’s 
early families, was born in the valley 
in 1881. Raised by Aunty Mohoano 
Nui, she was taught the sacred hula 
of the place. When Nui died, Kau was 
taught by Namakahelu, the last chant-
ress of Moanalua, and charged with 
carrying the traditions forward. Kau 

taught ‘Iolani Luahine, Mary Kawena 
Pukui and her daughters Pele Pukui 
and Pat Namaka Bacon, Henry Pa, 
Lokalia Montgomery, Maiki Aiu and 
Hoakalei Kamauu. Many went on to 

establish hälau and continue the tradi-
tions handed down for generations.

A highlight this year will be the debut 
presentation of Pele O Moanalua, an oli 
from the notebook of Namakahelu. Each 
year one oli from the famed notebook is 
offered to participating kumu. Kumu 
Hula Vicky Holt Takamine and her hälau, 
Pua Ali‘i ‘Ilima, accepted the challenge.

Kimo Kahoano will emcee both 
days. Opening the 2015 festival will be 
Kumu Hula Joan Lindsey along with 
an impressive lineup of premier hälau 
hula who will perform both kahiko, 
ancient, and ‘auana, contemporary, 
hula. Closing the festival on Sunday 
afternoon will be Ed Collier’s Hälau 
O Nä Pua Kukui. 

Moanalua Gardens is home to 
famous structures and rare trees, 
including the famous “Hitachi” tree. 
The entire viewing and hula mound 
areas are shaded all day. A beach mat 
or blanket to spread out on the lawn 
offers great viewing of the raised hula 
mound. Areas for küpuna, elders, and 
folks with chairs are cordoned off in 
the back of the lawn. No commercial 
photography is allowed.

The festival is free and the normal 
fee to visit the gardens is waived for 

both days. The souvenir button will be 
on sale by volunteers, along with the 
annual Prince Lot T-shirt. All funds are 
used to produce the event. Ample park-
ing is available at Moanalua Middle 

School, as is street parking.
Fine crafts will be demonstrated, 

including kapa by Moana Eisele, carv-
ing by Umi Kai, ki‘i by Keith Maile, 
ipu making by Dexter Soares and kalo 
pounding by Daniel Anthony.

When hunger strikes food booths are 
only steps away. Moanalua Lions Club 
runs the Shave Ice stand, Aloha Pop and 
Ono Pop join 808 Burgers, Royal Hawai-
ian Hot Dogs, Kazu’s Lunch Wagon, 
Haili’s Hawaiian Food and, Saturday only, 
Leonard’s Bakery Malasada Truck. 

Named in memory of Prince Lot, 
who later reigned as King Kame-
hameha V, the festival was founded in 
1978 by MGF and now attracts more 
than 13,000 residents and visitors 
each year. Moanalua was a favorite 
recreation spot for Prince Lot, who 
is credited with reviving the hula in 
the district of Moanalua. His summer 
cottage can be found on the gardens’ 
grounds.

Participating hälau and a festival per-
formance schedule are listed online at 
moanaluagardensfoundation.org. ¢

Lynn Cook is a local freelance jour-
nalist sharing the arts and culture of 
Hawai‘i with a global audience.

Royal hula times two
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nĀ HAnAnA
events

hula! hula! hula!
Hula in the summertime abounds as keiki to küpuna 

grace the stage at these events in Honolulu:
This version has been updated to reflect a new date for 

He Lala Wau No Ku‘u Kumu 
He Lala Wau No Ku‘u Kumu has been rescheduled for 

Sunday, Aug. 23 at 2 p.m. at Hawai‘i Theatre 
Center. This concert by Kumu Hula Mäpuana 
de Silva features young dancers from age 4 to 
teens, assisted by their Lei ‘Äpiki ‘anakë and 
the Lanihuli ‘anakala (aunties and uncles), who 
often share a hula as well. Nearly every year, 
Kumu de Silva presents both kaikamahine and 
keiki käne at the Keiki Hula Competition. She 
says, “I can’t take every keiki dancer to that 
event, so I created this concert to allow all 
the keiki students to shine.” Tickets are avail-
able from the theatre box office or online at 
hawaiitheatre.com.

The 40th annual Queen Lili‘uokalani 
Keiki Hula Competition, July 23, 24, 25, 
Neal S. Blaisdell Center Arena. Presented 
by the Kalihi-Pälama Culture & Arts Soci-
ety and sponsored by the Office of Hawaiian 
Affairs, the competitions presents dancers 
age 5 to 12 showcasing their achievements 
in ancient and modern hula. Over 400 young 
dancers will represent 23 hälau from O‘ahu, 

Maui, Kaua‘i, Hawai‘i Island, California and Japan. Thurs-
day, 6 p.m. is the Miss and Master Keiki Hula competition. 
Friday, 6 p.m. is the group hula kahiko and Saturday, 1 p.m. is 
the group ‘auana competition. Tickets are available from the 
Blaisdell Center box office or Ticketmaster. The festival will 
be broadcast over three days Aug. 3, 4 and 5, from 6 to 9 p.m. 
at its new home, KFVE. A marathon rebroadcast will show 
from noon to 9 p.m. Aug. 8.

PA‘I Foundation presents Hapa Haole Hula Competition 
and Concert, 7 p.m. Aug. 1 at Hawai‘i Theatre Center. Kumu 
Hula Vicky Holt Takamine brings back what many call the 
“golden age” of hula, taking the audience and dancers back in 
time to the early 1900s. Remember the sound of Hawai‘i Calls 
on the radio. Expect many cellophane and grass skirts and the 
vintage sound of soft guitars. A $1,000 cash prize is presented to 
the winner of the overall group performance. Categories include 
Miss Hapa Haole, Miss Comic Hula, wahine and kane and com-
bined, age 14 and over, keiki 13 and under, and küpuna 56 and 
up. Tickets available from the theatre box office.

The 75th annual Nä Hula Festival, Sunday, Aug. 2, 9 a.m., 
at the Kapi‘olani Park Bandstand. The free event, started in 
1941, holds the title of the longest-running, annual noncom-
petitive hula festival in the Islands. The day begins with a 
performance by the Royal Hawaiian Band. Presented by the 
City and County of Honolulu, many of the participating kumu 
hula are instructors at various community parks, others are 
former Lei Queens from the annual Lei Day Celebration. The 
all-day festival will include an appearance by the 2015 Lei 
Queen and Court. This is a day for the kumu to showcase their 
haumana, or students. Bring a mat to sit on, mea ‘ai (food) to 
munch on and enjoy the show. —Lynn Cook

Dancers of Hālau I Ka Wēkiu, led by Kumu Hula Karl Veto Baker and Michael Casu-
pang, performed at the 2014 Prince Lot Hula Festival. The annual summertime fes-
tival is expanding to two days and for the first time will feature dancers from over-
seas branches of Hawai‘i-based hālau. - Courtesy: Moanalua Gardens Foundation



by francine Kananionapua murray

I
n January 2013 for the first time Blayne Asing, 
a Native Hawaiian entrepreneur, stepped into a 
music studio and started recording his composi-
tions. 

Two-and-a-half years in the making, Asing’s 
charming new CD is summed up in its title – 
Young, Old Soul – with six of the 10 tracks fresh, 
new originals. 

The talented young man’s music is smooth and 
rich with the depth of a diverse old soul – clean and 
simple in delivery yet complex with a touch of blues, 
country and a bit of pop, yet with local flair.

The album opens with a classic local favorite 
“Ka Na‘i Aupuni,” a song of Hawaiian unity. E 
mau ke ea o ka ‘äina i ka pono, we can preserve 
the life of the land in righteousness. The CD ends 
on a lighter note with another classic – “Aloha Ka 
Manini,” by Lot Kauwe.

Part of the charm in the CD’s originals is in the 
witty lyrics. Asking for forgiveness from the Lord 
in  “Livin’ for Tomorrow,” he sings: “I don’t feel 
like waiting on today. Yes I know there are better 
things to live for, but the devil seems to get his way, 
his way, his way.”

The audience can feel engaged, even relate to 
Asing’s musical tales written from his life experi-
ences. “ ‘Poor Man Blues’ is a song right out of the 
book of my life,” said Asing. “Every line in that 
song was something that I had to experience. From 
my car breaking down to working an unfulfilling 
job to bouncing a rent check. It all happened to 
me.” This song has by far the most requests during 
live performances and downloads on iTunes.

“Tough Love (In Love With You Once Again)” 
has a sweet tang and good-fun country vibe. “She’s 
my Honey” – “with a big ‘ole smile and a prayer in 
my heart we’ll be together and never apart. She’s 
my honey and I’m her man” – this catchy sing-a-
long tune is a delight to the senses. 

“If I had to pick a song that I favored (from this 
CD) it would be ‘Sun Will Shine,’ ” shared Asing. 
“Because it’s one that I wrote that doesn’t sound like 
anything else I’ve ever written, and I’m a sucker for 
the New Orleans style piano on that track.” 

Asing will be performing at Hula’s Bar & Lei 
Stand in the Waikïkï Grand Hotel on July 7, 21 
and 28 from 6 to 9 p.m., and at Cinnamon’s at the 
‘Ilikai on July 2, 6, 9, 20, 23 and 27 from 5:30 to 
8:30 p.m. ¢

Young, old soul
Blayne Asing
Asing a Song LLC

a 20-something soul with something to sayreview

 follow us:  /oha_hawaii  |  fan us:  /officeofhawaiianaffairs  |  Watch us:  /OHAHawaii Iulai2015  21mele ‘AilAnA
isLanD music scene

AUWE.AUWE.
GOT DETOURED 

WITH CAR 
PROBLEMS?

WE CAN HELP. 

560 N Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200 | Honolulu, Hawai‘i

For more information, please visit www.oha.org/cmlp 
or call, (808) 594-1823 or email lareinam@oha.org

OHA CONSUMER MICRO 
LOAN PROGRAM (CMLP)
The OHA Consumer Micro Loan 
Program is designed to provide 
low cost loans to Native Hawaiians 
who are experiencing temporary 
fi nancial hardship as a result of 
unforeseen events, or who wish to 
enhance their careers.

$7,500

Empowering Hawaiians, Strengthening Hawai‘i

www.oha.org www.hiilei.org
Hi’ilei Aloha, LLC is a Non-Profi t Organization

Blayne Asing. - 
Courtesy photo



GeorGe KaHumoKu Jr.’s 
sLaCK Key sHoW
Every Wednesday, 7:30 p.m., 
doors open at 6:45 p.m.

Slack-key artist George Kahu-
moku Jr. has an ear for kï hö‘alu and 
a humorous way with words, espe-
cially in storytelling. So come for 
the music and stay for the stories as 
this weekly concert brings together 
a changing lineup of headliners, 
like Led Kaapana, David Kama-
kahi, Ken Makuakäne, Kawika 
Kahiapo, Sonny Lim and Jeff Peter-
son. $37.99 in advance online or by 
phone, or $45 at the door. Advance 
reservations are required for the $85 
dinner and show package, which 
includes dinner at 5 at the resort’s 
Sea House Restaurant, a short walk 
to the concert. Näpili Kai Beach 
Resort, Aloha Pavilion, in Lahaina, 
Maui. slackkeyshow.com.

Ke KaNi o Ke Kai
Thurs., July 9 and 23 and Aug. 6, 
7 p.m.

Popular local artists perform on 
the Waikïkï Aquarium lawn in this 
summer concert series beneath a 
canopy of stars. Bring your blan-
ket or chair and enjoy an evening 
of live music featuring Kawika 
Kahiapo and Raiatea Helm on July 
9, Cyril Pahinui and Jerry Santos on 

July 23, and ‘ukulele virtuoso Jake 
Shimabukuro on Aug. 6. Enjoy an 
array of food for sale, and galleries 
waiting to be explored. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m. $50/adult, $20/children 
5 to 12 ($30/$15 for Friends of Wai-
kïkï Aquarium members). waikiki 
aquarium.org or (808) 923-9741. 

‘uKuLeLe FestivaL
Sun., July 19, 10:30 a.m.-5 p.m.

Ready! Set! Strum! Roy Saku-
ma’s annual ‘ukulele concert at 
Kapi‘olani Park celebrates 45 
years with 20 acts from Hawai‘i 

and abroad, including Jake 
Shimabukuro, Willie K, Paula 
Fuga, Ohta-San, Herb Ohta Jr., the 
700-strong Roy Sakuma ‘Ukulele 
Band, and a children’s group from 
Israel known as ‘Ukuleles for Peace 
making their Hawai‘i debut. Danny 
Kaleikini, Hawai‘i’s Ambassador of 
Aloha, emcees for the 44th straight 
year. Free admission. Free park-
ing and shuttle from Kapi‘olani 
Community College to the park 
and back will be available. Related 
events include the ‘Ukulele Festival 
Hawai‘i Gala, 5:30 p.m. July 17 at 

Ala Moana Hotel ($85/seat; table 
sponsorships start at $1,500), and a 
free one-hour ‘ukulele workshop by 
Roy and Kathy Sakuma, July 18 at 
10 am. at Ala Moana Hotel. info@
ukulelefestivalhawaii.org or ukulele 
festivalhawaii.org.

Waimea vaLLey  
CoNCert series
Sat., July 25 and Aug. 22, 11 a.m.- 
3 p.m.

Live music 
resounds this 
summer in the 
lush valley 
of Waimea 
on O‘ahu’s 
North Shore. 
F a l s e t t o 
s o n g s t r e s s 
P o m a i k a ‘ i 
Lyman, along 
with Yoza, 
the 2014 Nä 
Hökü Hano-
hano Award 
winner for 
R&B Album 
of the Year, 
and local diva Melveen Leed per-
form July 25. An all-male lineup 
wraps up the concert series on Aug. 
22, featuring the soothing island 
sound of Jerry Santos, upbeat island 
reggae of Brother Noland and con-
temporary Hawaiian stylings of 
Ho‘okena. Waimea Valley, Main 
Lawn. Presale: $18/adult, $10 child 
or senior 60 and older; at the door: 
$22/$15. waimeavalley.net.

Waipä musiC &  
maNGo FestivaL
Sun., Aug. 9, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

The summer mango harvest earns 
a spotlight in this third annual event 
happening a half-mile past Hana-

lei town on Kaua‘i’s North Shore. 
Marvel at island chefs and food ven-
dors offering mango-inspired food, 
a recipe contest and biggest mango 
contest, and enjoy tastings of the 
sweet, juice-dripping fruit. Round-
ing out the day are homegrown live 
music, hands-on activities, local 
artisans and crafts, silent auction 
and cultural and educational dis-
plays. Bring a beach chair or blanket 
and spend the afternoon. Halalu 
Fishpond at Waipä. $10/general, 
$1 ages 3 to 18. waipafoundation.
org or (808) 826-9969. 

Lä Hae HaWai‘i
Fri., July 31, 8 a.m.-noon

On July 26, 1990, then-Gov. 
John Waihe‘e signed a proclama-
tion making every July 31 Lä Hae 
Hawai‘i, or Hawaiian Flag Day, and 
urged Hawai‘i citizens “to observe 
due respect for the flag and the proud 
tradition for which it stands.” Since 
1990, Pu‘ukoholä Heiau National 
Historic Site has celebrated July 
31 as Lä Hae Hawai‘i. This year 
Kalaniakea Wilson will present 
educational programs on Ka Hae 
Hawai‘i, Hawai‘i Pono‘ï, Ua mau 
ke ea o ka ‘äina i ka pono and ‘aha 
‘äina, which begin at 8 a.m. at the 
park’s visitor center. Visitors can 
make a pü ‘ohe (bamboo trumpet) 
in preparation for the flag cere-
mony at 11 a.m. The Royal Order 
of Kamehameha, Kohala Chapter 
will play music. Pu‘ukoholä Heiau 
is one of only three locations where 
the Hawaiian flag has been dedi-
cated with a Hawaiian ceremony to 
fly alone as a living symbol of the 
Hawaiian people. The other loca-
tions are ‘Iolani Palace and Mauna 
‘Ala Royal Mausoleum. Free admis-
sion. (808)  882-7218 ext. 1011. ¢

Paddlers are primed to take off at the starting line of the Hawaiian Canoe Racing Association State Championship Races, coming to Hilo Bay 
Aug. 1. - Courtesy: Ropati Hebenstreit
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‘AlemAnAKA
caLenDar

Melveen Leed will per-
form at Waimea Val-
ley’s Concert Series, 
July 25, on the Main 
Lawn. - Courtesy photo

For the 44th straight year Danny Kaleikini, center, returns as emcee of the ‘Ukulele  
Festival. - Courtesy: Tina Mahina

 HaWaiiaN CaNoe raCiNG assoCiatioN state 
CHampioNsHip raCes
Sat., Aug. 1, races start at 8:15 a.m. 

Some 7,000 canoe paddlers and paddling enthusiasts are expected to 
converge on Hilo Bay for the 2015 HCRA championship races, which 
is supported in part by OHA. Six associations and individuals clubs 
will use Hawaiian koa outrigger canoes to compete in divisions rang-
ing from young girls and boys in the 12-year-old division up to the men 
and women in the 65-year-old division. The event offers craft and food 
booths, as well as commemorative merchandise for sale starting July 31 
at the bayfront merchandise tent. hcrapaddler.com.
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battle, traditional gods were aban-
doned and ki‘i representing those 
gods destroyed. The first group 
of missionaries arrived only three 
months later, in March 1820, to find 
an incredibly spiritual people with a 
void. Hawai‘i was forever changed. 
Historian Kamakau interpreted 
the battle as the fulfillment of the 
prophecy of the famous seer Kapihe 
– who told Kamehameha that the 
islands would unite, the taboos will 
fall, the high shall be brought low 
and the low shall rise to the heav-
ens. Others disagree with Kamakau 
and feel that the prophecy has yet to 
be fulfilled.

In addition to this historic and 
pivotal battle, the land at Kuamo‘o 
includes Lonohelemua Heiau and 
Pü‘o‘a Heiau, shrines and ceremo-
nial areas, sea caves (haunt of the 
shark god Ukanipo), salt pans, agri-
cultural terraces, the remains of an 
historic village and residence, and 
part of the Ala Kahakai National 
Historic Trail. 

the opportunity
A Hawaiian family, the Paris/

Schattauers, have owned and 
ranched the land at Kuamo‘o for 
several decades. Eighty-eight-
year-old Mrs. Margaret “Possum” 
Schattauer, a descendant of Henry 
O‘opukahaia and Keoua on her 
father’s side, and Kamehameha I on 
her mother’s side, has long desired 
to preserve the land. The Trust 
for Public Land connected Mrs. 
Schattauer with Aloha Kuamo‘o 
‘Äina, a nonprofit founded by 
famed musician Keola Beamer 
and his wife, Kumu Hula Moanal-
ani Beamer. Keola is the son of 
Winona Kapuailohiamanonokalani 
Desha Beamer, fondly known as 
“Aunty Nona,” famed kumu hula, 
composer, educator and activist. 
The Beamers are descendants of 
Chiefess Manono.  

Aunty Nona handed down the 
history of Kuamo‘o in chant and 
hula in a video, E Manono, recorded 
by the Hula Preservation Society. 
In it, Aunty Nona tells the story 
of Chiefess Manono covering her 
slain husband Kekuaokalani’s face 

with his feather cape, picking up his 
spear to join the battle and chant-
ing “Kö aloha la ea,” a plea to both 
sides that no matter what obstacles 
come to Hawai‘i, keep your love of 
one another. 

Aloha Kuamo‘o ‘Äina believes 
that Manono’s legacy of mälama kö 
aloha – holding fast to one’s love of 
Hawai‘i and its people – lives on, 
and envisions the land as a center 
of education for peace, justice 
and reconciliation, transforming a 
place of conflict into a refuge for 
meaningful learning and place-
based education integrating Native 
Hawaiian and indigenous cultures 
in modern life.  

Once the land acquisition is com-
pleted, it will engage neighboring 
landowners and the local com-
munity in planning for the land’s 
future; restoring the cultural, his-
torical and ecological integrity of 
the landscape; reconnecting keiki, 
küpuna and displaced family to the 
mo‘olelo, wahi pani and values of 
Kuamo‘o through music, health 
and lived experience; and share 
the values of aloha as practiced by 
Native Hawaiians and expressed 
through our islands’ multiethnic 
diversity and cultural richness to 
promote peace and justice in our 
world. 

the need
The Trust for Public Land and 

Aloha Kuamo‘o ‘Äina have raised 
nearly 90 percent of the $4.25 
million goal, and need the com-
munity’s help to raise the final 
funding needed to purchase and 
protect these lands forever. If you 
would like to join others in honor-
ing those who fell in the historic 
battle and show that this important 
history is not forgotten, please visit 
www.protectkuamoo.org to make a 
secure donation, or call The Trust 
for Public Land at 524-8694. The 
website also includes videos of 
Aunty Nona Beamer and Hälau 
Hula Na Lei Kaumaka O Uka’s 
E Manono powerful second-place 
wahine kahiko performance at the 
2015 Merrie Monarch Festival 
courtesy of the Hula Preserva-
tion Society, the Merrie Monarch 
Festival and Hälau Hula Na Lei 
Kaumaka O Uka. ¢

Kuamo‘o
continued from page 5



24 Iulai2015 www.oha.org/kwo | kwo@oha.org

 n a t i v e  h a W a i i a n  »  n e W s  |  f e a t u r e s  |  e v e n t s

Inaugural summit to  
highlight Hawaiian 8(a) 
small business

A Business Summit is planned 
for Aug. 5 and 6 at the Pacific Beach 
Hotel in Waikïkï to highlight small-
business issues and concerns, raise 
awareness about Native Hawaiian 
Organization-owned 8(a) business 
and encourage networking.

Participants will be provided 
information on how to do business 
with specific federal agencies, prime 
contractors and Native Hawaiian 
8(a) small businesses.

The Native Hawaiian Organi-
zations Association’s inaugural 
Business Summit have slated key-
note speakers Army Lt. Gen 
Anthony Crutchfield, deputy com-
mander of U.S. Pacific Command, 
on Aug. 5, and Kenyata Wesley, 
Department of Defense small busi-
ness programs director, on Aug. 6.

The U.S. Small Business 
Administration’s 8(a) Business 
Development Program helps small, 
disadvantaged businesses compete 
in the marketplace.

Conference sponsors include 
the National 8(a) Association, 
Northrop Grumman Corp., Ray-
theon, Alaka‘ina Foundation, 
Boeing, American Savings Bank, 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs and 
Native Hawaiian Veterans.

For information and to register, 
visit nhoassociation.org.

International conference 
to spotlight kava

The Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
is sponsoring the 2015 International 
Conference on Kava, July 25 and 
26 at Chaminade University.

The conference will address 
the science and culture of kava 
as it gains widespread popularity. 
Known as ‘awa in Hawai‘i, the 
plant is the source of a drink of the 
same name with narcotic qualities 
used in ceremonies and “associated 
with traditional decision-making 
processes and in the building of 
relationships and consensus among 
groups in the Pacific,” conference 
organizers say. 

Sessions will address the ben-

eficial effects of kava, resolving 
controversies on kava toxicology, 
tradition and trends, economics, 
and growing and preparation. 

OHA Ka Pouhana, CEO 
Kamana‘opono Crabbe will deliver 
the keynote lecture on July 25. The 
day begins with registration at 8 
a.m., followed by oli and opening 
protocol at 9. The day wraps with a 
social hour with ‘awa at 7:30 p.m. 

Registration and information is 
available online at kavacon2015.
com. Cost is $120 or $50 for students 
and includes two boxed lunches, and 
heavy püpü on July 25.

Conservation conference 
to convene in August

The annual Hawai‘i Conservation 
Conference will be held on Hawai‘i 
Island this year, making it the second 
time in its 23-year history that it will 
be held on a Neighbor Island.

The upcoming conference, 
“Hanohano Hawai‘i Kuauli” cel-
ebrating collaboration and wisdom 

across the Islands’ ecosystems, is 
planned for Aug. 3 to 6 at the Uni-
versity of Hawai‘i-Hilo. The Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs is among the 
event’s sponsors.

The program includes workshops and 
trainings, off-site visits to conservation 
projects and presentations of Hawai‘i 
Conservation Alliance awards. 

Aunty Pua Kanahele will give 
the opening welcome reception. 
Speakers include Thomas Lovejoy, 
an ecologist and George Mason 
University professor who started 
working in the Brazilian Amazon 
in 1965 and helped bring attention 
to tropical deforestation; Kamana 
Beamer, president and CEO of The 
Kohala Center; U.S. Sen. Brian 
Schatz; and Suzanne Case, chair of 
the state Department of Land and 
Natural Resources.

Registration and information is 
available online at hawaiiconser 
vation.org/conference. Fees apply.

The conference offers a free com-
munity event on Aug. 5 featuring 
conservation-focused presentations, 
live music by Paula Fuga and Kainani 

Kahaunaele, a special appearance by 
master navigator Nainoa Thompson, a 
poster reception featuring püpü and a 
no-host bar; and MIXed Plate, where 
chefs will cook up dishes using the 
diverse ingredients of the Islands.

Hawaiian education  
gathering set for July

The future of educating Hawai-
ian students will be discussed at the 
2015 Native Hawaiian Education 
Summit, July 20 and 21, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at Ka‘iwakïloumoku Hawai-
ian Cultural Center at Kamehameha 
Schools-Kapälama.

The Keaomälamalama education 
summit will build off of two goals 
from last year’s summit – advancing 
expectations and practices of ölelo 
Hawai‘i, or Hawaiian language, and 
increasing the use and practice of ‘ike 
Hawai‘i, or Hawaiian knowledge.

The summit is open to those 
interested in advancing Hawaiian 
education in Hawai‘i and beyond, 
including educators, lawmakers, 

nonprofits, parents and students. To 
register or for more information, visit 
keaomalamalama.org. Questions 
may be emailed to Dr. Walter Kahu-
moku III at wakahumo@ksbe.edu. 

Pahinui receives 
Ho‘okahiko Award

Nä Hökü Hanohano Award-
winning singer and musician Cyril 
Pahinui is the 2015 recipient of the 
annual Ho‘okahiko Award, pre-
sented by Duke’s Waikïkï to honor 

those who exemplify and pass on 
the best of Hawai‘i’s traditions.

Pahinui has been a member of The 
Gabby Band, The Characters, Sam 
and the Samlins, Sunday Mänoa, 
Gabby Pahinui Hawaiian Band, The 
Sandwich Isle Band and The Peter 
Moon Band, as well as a solo artist. 
He performed on three compilation 
albums that won Grammy Awards 
for best Hawaiian music album.

His late father, the legendary 
artist Gabby Pahinui, taught him to 
play. It was teaching not by book, 
but by engaging the senses. It was 
“all eyes and ears, just watching 
and listening,” according to Cyril’s 
website, cyrilpahinui.com. “It was 
difficult, but it paid off. By paying 
attention and listening, I can now 
share the music with others.”

Cyril Pahinui received the award 
June 2 at a ceremony at Duke’s 
Waikïkï restaurant in the Outrigger 
Waikïkï Beach Resort. Among other 
gigs, he performs Wednesday nights 
at Kani Ka Pila Grille at Outrigger’s 
Reef Waikïkï Beach Resort.

KCC hosts ‘Native 
Voices’ health exhibition

A traveling exhibition shedding 
light on the concepts of health and 

poKe nūHou
neWs briefs

When 93-year-old Roland Ahuna, inset, passed away on June 4 before he could serve as a grand marshal of the 99th annual King 
Kamehameha Floral Parade in Honolulu, his family members were asked to ride in his place. Ahuna’s grandson Kawika Kauhane in tur-
quoise shirt and great-grandson Micah Halemano, behind him, rode in his memory in the June 13 parade from downtown Honolulu to 
Kapi‘olani Park. They are holding the Royal Order cape of Ali‘i No‘eau Loa Sir Roland Ahuna, a retired high chief who held the order’s 
highest designation of Knight Grand Cross Knight. Ahuna was slated to serve as grand marshal in commemoration of the 150th anni-
versary of the founding of the Royal Order of Kamehameha I. Ahuna who died four days before his 94th birthday, had been a member 
of the Royal Order for more than four decades. - Courtesy: Suzie M. Shimizu

a posthumous trIbutE to a longtImE  
mEmbEr of royal ordEr of kamEhamEha I

Cyril Pahinui at the 
Ho‘okahiko Award 
presentation in 
June. - Courtesy 
photo

Roland Ahuna. - 
Courtesy: Blaine 
Fergerstrom



o‘oma 2 aHupua‘a

All persons having information con-
cerning an unmarked Native Hawaiian 
burial present within TMK: (3) 7-3-
07:039, a 39.472-acre parcel in O‘oma 
2 Ahupua‘a, North Kona District, 
Island of Hawai‘i are hereby requested 
to contact Herbert Poepoe, Burial Sites 
Specialist, State Historic Preservation 
Division (SHPD), (808) 933-7650, 40 
Po‘okela Street, Hilo, HI 96720; or Alan 
Haun, Haun & Associates, 73-1168 
Kahuna A‘o Rd., Kailua Kona, HI 

96740, (808) 325-2402. Treatment of 
the burial will occur in accordance with 
HRS, Chapter 6E. The applicants, Kula 
Nei Partners LLC propose to preserve 
the burial in place in accordance with a 
plan prepared in consultation with any 
identified descendants and with the 
approval of the Hawai‘i Island Burial 
Council. All interested parties should 
respond within thirty (30) days of this 
notice and provide information to SHPD 
adequately demonstrating lineal descent 
from the Native Hawaiian remains, or 

cultural descent from ancestors buried 
in the same ahupua‘a or district in 
which the remains are buried. Family 
names associated with the property 
ahupua‘a identified through historical 
document research are Kauikeaouli 
(Kamehameha III), Kahelekahi (LCA 
9162), Kauhini (Grant 1590), Hall 
(Grant 1599), Kaakau (Grant 1600), 
Kameheu (Grant 2027), Koanui 
(Grant 2013), Kama (Grant 2972), and 
Kalua, Kamaka and Mamali (residents 
of O‘oma in 1849 tax records). ¢

medicine among Amer-
ican Indians, Alaska 
Natives and Native 
Hawaiians is showing 
at Kapi‘olani Commu-
nity College through 
Aug. 1 in the lobby of 
Lama Library.

“Native Voices: 
Native Peoples’ Con-
cepts of Health and 
Illness,” produced by the National 
Library of Medicine, features inter-
views with native people, artwork, 
objects and interactive media. 

The free exhibit will be open 
during library hours, Monday 
through Thursday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
and Friday from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
For those unable to visit the library, 
an online version of the exhibition 
is available at nlm.nih.gov/native-
voices.

Get creative with  
conservation landscaping

Learn more about xeriscaping, 
a creative way to conserve water 
through efficient landscaping that 
results in lower water bills, at the 
Hälawa Xeriscape Garden Open 
House and Unthirsty Plant Sale.

The free, family friendly event is 
scheduled for 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Aug. 
1 at the 3-acre xeriscape garden, 
99-1268 Iwaena St. in Hälawa Val-
ley’s Central Park Industrial Area.

The day features sales of drought-
tolerant and native Hawaiian plants, 
free xeriscape workshops by master 
gardeners and botanical experts, a 
free compost giveaway, cactus dis-
play, keiki activities, guided garden 
tours, food and more. 

Parking is along Iwaena and 
Iwaiwa streets, with a free shuttle 
running along Iwaena from 8:30 a.m. 
to 3:30 p.m. For information, call the 
Board of Water Supply Communi-
cations Office at 748-5041 or visit 
boardofwatersupply.com.

Civic club to honor  
distinguished kama‘āina

A Hawaiian studies professor, 
a longtime organizer of Hawaiian 
slack-key festivals and a beloved 
musician will be recognized as 

distinguished kama‘äina by the 
Ko‘olaupoko Hawaiian Civic 
Club.

Lilikalä Kame‘eleihiwa, a 
senior professor and director of 
the University of Hawai‘i Kama-
kaküokalani Center for Hawaiian 
Studies, slack-key promoter Milton 
Lau and the late musician Bertram 
L. Akiona will be feted at the civic 
club’s annual Kü I Ke Kama‘äina 
recognition and scholarship benefit 
lü‘au at Kualoa Ranch, Sunday, 
Aug. 2 from 4 to 9 p.m.

Akiona, a Maui native who lived 
for many years in Käne‘ohe, was an 
active member of the civic club until 
he passed away last year. He will be 
honored posthumously in recognition 
of his many contributions of music at 
the club’s community events.

Kame‘eleihiwa, of He‘eia, advo-
cated for years for the development 
of a Hawaiian studies program at UH-
Mänoa, which thanks largely to her 
efforts now includes a graduate pro-
gram, the civic club said. An author 
and historian, Kame‘eleihiwa is an 
expert in Hawaiian cultural traditions.

More than a quarter century ago, 
Kahalu‘u native Lau began a series 
of free public slack-key Hawaiian 
music festivals in Honolulu, helping 
to launch the careers of various art-
ists. The festivals now run statewide, 
nationally and in Europe and Asia.

The civic club also plans to honor 
members Gwen Lee and Aiko Pratt 
with the Helen C. Käne Award for 
their service to the club. 

The evening includes Hawaiian 
music, Hawaiian food, silent auction 
and country store. Proceeds support 
the club’s scholarship fund and cultural 
awareness program. 

Tickets are $30 each. Cor-
porate tables are available for 
$2,500 or $5,000. For informa-
tion and tickets, contact Leilani 
Jones-Tollefsen at 348-5957 or 
jonesjen@hawaii.rr.com, or call 
the civic club office at 235-8111. ¢
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A
s we recently paused 
to remember Kame-
hameha, my attention 
turned to some 
key issues of 

our day needing debate, 
thoughtful discussion and 
resolution. 

The issues of nation 
building, blood quantum, 
the Thirty Meter Telescope, 
DOI’s proposed rulemak-
ing effort, sea level rise, 
bread and butter opportu-
nities for a segment of our 
population who are strug-
gling to make ends meet, 
the inequities as a lähui 
we continue to confront 
in education, housing and 
income in 21st century America. 

Where would Kamehameha 
stand on all of these issues? That was 
the question that came to my mind. 

For me, the answer comes from 
a mo‘olelo born out of the Battle of 
Kepaniwai in ‘Ïao Valley in 1790. 
Kamehameha was speaking: “Imua 
e nä pöki‘i a inu ika wai ‘awa‘awa, 
‘a‘ole hope e ho‘i aku.” “Forward 
my brothers, and drink of the 
bitter waters, there is no retreat.”

Kamehameha did not look back. 
He was a leader, inspired and driven 
to unify our islands torn apart for 
centuries by conflict. He achieved 
what others had dreamt of doing 
but was not able to accomplish.

Kamehameha brought peace 
and stability to our island home. 
Is that not what great leaders 
do? Is that not what we expect 
of those who lead in a democ-
racy? Bring people with differing 
doctrines and competing ideas 
together for the common good. 

Yes, Kamehameha did what he 
had to do using muscle. His was a 
war to end all wars. Thus he pro-
vided an alanui for change for our 
people. He opened up a pathway 
for stability and peace. Today, 

thankfully we live under the rule 
of law and are able to pursue 
“life, liberty and happiness.”

In 1978, I spent a 
year working as a Park 
Ranger at Pu‘ukoholä 
Heiau National His-
toric Site, telling 
the many that came 
through our doors our 
Founding Ali‘i’s story.

I spent many nights 
sitting on the platform 
of Pu‘ukoholä, often 
chewing on blades of 
fountain grass under 
the light of the moon 
looking down on 
Mailekini Heiau, Hale 
O Ka Puni Heiau and 

Pelekane dreaming, imagining 
what the place was like in days of 
yore when it teemed with life; when 
Kamehameha held council within 
the walls of this edifice he was 
told to reconstruct by Kapoukahi 
to talk about the great issues of his 
time with his Council of Chiefs: 
John Young and Isaac Davis. 

The primary one being nation 
building. I spent time imagin-
ing Keouakuahu‘ula coming into 
Kawaihae Bay with his entou-
rage that fateful day in 1791 after 
purifying himself at Luahinewai. 

I would spend time imagining 
Kamehameha surfing offshore at 
Puaka‘ilima. I would spend time 
thinking about all the battles he 
fought to bring unity to our pae ‘äina; 
Moku‘ohai, Kepuwaha‘ula‘ula, 
Ke p a n i wa i ,  N u ‘ u a n u . 

I would marvel at this great man 
and his accomplishments. And as 
I would leave my post for home at 
pau hana time, I would acknowl-
edge his mana and his legacy by 
saying He Inoa no Kamehameha. 

Kamehameha’s name, more 
than 100 years later, lives on for-
ever in the hearts and minds of our 
people. Imua Kamehameha! ¢
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The legacy of Kamehameha

A
loha mai from 
Kaua‘i  and 
Ni‘ihau!

I had the great 
privilege to attend 

the annual lei draping of the 
King Kamehameha statue in 
Washington, D.C., in honor 
of our great ali‘i. During 
this celebratory occasion I 
had the opportunity to meet 
with our Congressional 
Delegation and was able to 
share some of the signifi-
cant work and services of 
OHA within our communi-
ties and to continue to seek 
support from our Hawai‘i delegates. 
It was also great to meet up with our 
Kaua‘i Mayor Bernard Carvalho and 
support his initiative to meet with the 
Federal Highway Administration to 
further discuss the placement of our 
moku and ahupua‘a boundary signs on 
state and federal highways on Kaua‘i. 

Today, Kaua‘i is seeing a new era 
that integrates and takes on these 
many opportunities of our historical 
past to the present, and our natural 
and 21st century resources. Like, 
Hui Maka‘äinana o Makana and its 
pursuit for the Community-Based 
Subsistence Fishing Area (CBSFA), 
the Kaua‘i Nui Kuapapa (KNK) 
Project continues its quest to place 
the moku and ahupua‘a bound-
ary marker signs around our Island.

“Kaua‘i Nui Kuapapa,” the great 
ancient or the vastness of Kaua‘i, is 
a cultural and historical project that 
entails roadway signage and local and 
visitor resource tools of the 21st cen-
tury. The project identifies Kaua‘i’s 
five moku, with Ni‘ihau as the sixth 
moku, and 54 ahupua‘a, a prominent 
and well-known feature of the land-
scape of Kaua‘i. The moku boundary 
signs of the project are currently 
placed on private properties off of 
the highways. This was not the ini-
tial vision of Mayor Carvalho or the 
project team. Presently, the signs are 
not placed on state roadways due to 
regulation concerns raised by the State 
Department of Transportation (DOT).

The Kaua‘i Nui Kuapapa team has 

worked closely with the 
support of the Mayor and 
the Kaua‘i County Coun-
cil and other private and 
public organizations, such 
as DHHL and State Parks 
to implement the project 
and to find a means to get 
the boundary markers onto 
state roads and highways 
making them more visible 
for our local people and 
visitors alike. The County 
of Kaua‘i and the KNK team 
will continue to work with 
the State DOT to accom-
plish this. We are optimistic 

that this will be resolved soon and that 
our moku and ahupua‘a signs will be 
placed along the road as originally 
envisioned with an overall goal to 
educate kama‘äina and visitors about 
Kaua‘i’s rich historical areas and 
land division of moku and ahupua‘a.

The National Historic Preserva-
tion Act, Section 106 is an important 
consultation process that is expected 
to take place anytime Federal monies 
are devoted to a project that may have 
impacts on cultural or historic sites. 
I am hopeful that OHA staff, both in 
Hawai‘i and our D.C. Bureau, can work 
closely with our delegation to seek 
answers as to why the Section 106 Con-
sultation Process was not implemented 
for the Thirty Meter Telescope project. 

The TMT partnership has received 
nearly $19 million from the National 
Science Foundation (NSF), a Federal 
Agency, yet the NSF determined that its 
financial contributions did not trigger 
the implementation of the 106 process. 
This process is meant to be a tool for 
our communities as well as indigenous 
communities throughout the United 
States to use as a means to protect 
their culturally significant sites. Why 
was this process not implemented for 
our most sacred mountain in Hawai‘i? 
This is troubling and OHA should be 
looking further into this as it is part 
of our kuleana to advocate for proper 
enforcement and implementation of 
processes meant to protect our cul-
turally significant sites in Hawai‘i. ¢

Bringing awareness to Hawai‘i’s 
Congressional Delegation: Cultural  
presence in today’s 21st century

dan  
ahuna

Vice Chair, 
Trustee,  

Kaua‘i and  
Ni‘ihau

robert K.  
Lindsey, Jr.

Chair,  
Trustee, Hawai‘i
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Hana ma nä honuanua… 
Hana no‘eau a i ‘ole ma nä honuanua!

T
ouching on Charter 
Schools in this month’s 
article, I want to share 
with you the proud 
graduates of Ke Kula ‘o 

Samuel M. Kamakau LPCS (Lab-
oratory Public Charter School) in 
Ha‘ikü … all three of them!   

It was an honor and a privilege 
to witness this unique graduation 
ceremony of one of our highest-
performing charter schools at 
their beautiful, tranquil and amaz-
ingly picturesque new campus 
in Ha‘ikü, O‘ahu. This charter 
school rated in the top 5 percent of Charter 
Schools with an 81 percent Reading score!

Student ethnicities: Native Hawaiian, 97 
percent; White, 2 percent; Asian, 1 percent. 
The student-to-teacher ratio at this Labora-

tory Public Charter School is 6:1. Fifty-one 
percent of the 135 students have subsidized 
lunches. Graduates Kau‘iaukea McElroy, 
Kau‘i Goodhue and Malanai Kane Kua-
hiwinui can be seen in the photos below. 
(Mahalo to Leilani Roberts for the info.) 

Education with Aloha, simply known as 
EA, is an innovative, culturally driven edu-
cational approach to provide and address the 
needs of Hawai‘i’s largest, most underedu-
cated ethnic population, according to NLN 
(Nä Lei Na‘auao) Program Coordinator 
Ka‘iulani Pahi‘o. She adds, “Our schools’ 
successes validate capacity to design and 
control the process of education dedicated 

to perpetuating Hawai‘i’s language, culture 
and traditions.” OHA’s emergency fund-
ing grant of $1.5M addressed the budget 

shortfalls at our Hawaiian-fo-
cused public charter schools 
for the 2014-2015 school year.

While in Washington, D.C., 
for the birthday lei-draping of 
our beloved King Kamehameha 
statue in Emancipation Hall, I 
met with the new Assistant Sec-
retary of Policy and Programs at 
the U.S. Dept. of Education, our 
own Mr. Ronn Nozoe hails from 
Hawai‘i. He shared some impor-
tant grant news for High-Quality 
Charter Schools and grants to 
Non-State Educational Agencies 

for Planning, Program Design and Imple-
mentation. The U.S. Dept. of Education 
plans to give out $40M for this competition 
with 25 awards. This program allows indi-
vidual charter schools to apply directly for 

start-up funds. (See http://www2.ed.gov/
programs/charternonsea/index.html.)

Over 67 percent of charter schools 
met the SAT honor roll criteria, and 
there has been 160 percent growth in 
student population since the start of 
the charter schools in Hawai‘i in 2001.

With the help of public/private part-
nerships, Education with Aloha will 
be able to continue to provide students 
with a parallel system of education 
that is truly Culturally driven, Family 
oriented and Community based!  

A hui hou, Mälama Pono, Mahalo Ke 
Akua for EA! ¢

‘A
no‘ai kakou …  On May 26, 
2015, Governor David Ige 
announced that he would 
“protect the rights 
of the builders” of 

the Thirty Meter Telescope on 
Mauna Kea. He also admitted 
that the state has failed the moun-
tain in many ways and he wants 
to change the management of the 
summit to give more consideration 
to culture and natural resources. 
(Star-Advertiser, 5/27/15)

The Governor has asked UH, 
which subleases the summit 
area from the state, to make 10 
changes to improve its steward-
ship of Mauna Kea. His requests 
included making the TMT the last tele-
scope on the mountain; getting rid of at 
least 25 percent of the telescopes by the 
time TMT is ready for operation in the 
2020s; and returning more than 10,000 
acres not being used for astronomy.

Governor Ige’s proposal provides us 
a positive first step in revising the way 
Mauna Kea is safe-guarded, but he needs 
to go much further. The 11,300 acres of 
land within the Mauna Kea Science Reserve 
are public land trust lands classified under 
section 5(b) of the Admissions Act. The 
revenues from public trust lands must be 
dedicated to specific purposes includ-
ing the betterment of Native Hawaiians.

OHA receives a portion of revenues 
generated from the use of these public land 
trust lands. The State should ensure that 
OHA and its beneficiaries receive adequate 
compensation for any future subleases.

To avoid possible fiscal impacts to the 
UH’s educational mission, any proposed 
general lease for Mauna Kea lands should 
require UH to charge a more appropri-
ate rent for the sublease or use of such 
lands. This would ensure that OHA 
beneficiaries and the State receive appro-
priate compensation for the use of these 

public land trust lands, and ensures that 
UH also receives adequate revenues to 
support its broader educational mission.

UH should be required to 
conduct a financial review of 
all public land trust revenue it 
receives. This will help to identify 
gaps in revenue from public land 
trust lands, as well as clarify what 
revenues may be generated from 
specific lands, such as Mauna Kea.

The state should also require 
UH to develop a Master Plan 
that will return Mauna Kea to 
its original, pristine state once 
all of the current telescope 
leases expire and the lands are 
returned to the people of Hawaii.

Finally, UH’s authority to manage public 
trust lands must be re-evaluated because of 
its continual abuse and mismanagement 
of our precious lands. The state and the 
Legislature should revisit the autonomy 
that they have given to the UH. At the very 
least, they need to pull back some of its 
power. They frequently complain about 
crumbling infrastructure and the need to 
raise tuition. It should be clear to everyone 
that UH is not a fiscally sustainable insti-
tution, and such a desperate organization 
should not be in charge of Mauna Kea.

UH has failed to live up to its com-
mitments and it is OHA’s responsibility 
as advocate for our beneficiaries to take 
whatever actions are necessary, legal or oth-
erwise, to make things right on their behalf.

The mountain means many different things 
for many different people, but the bottom line 
is if you can’t manage it properly then the 
state should give it to someone else who can.

Aloha Ke Akua. ¢

Interested in Hawaiian issues and OHA? 
Please visit my website at www.rowena 
akana.org for more information or email me 
at rowenaa@oha.org. 

Education with ALOHA! UH should not be managing Mauna Kea

rowena  
akana

Trustee, At-large

Leina‘ala  
ahu Isa, Ph.d.

Trustee, At-large

A highlight of the ceremony was the presentation and 
tying of kı̄hei on the three graduating seniors of Ke 
Kula ‘o Samuel M. Kamakau LPCS. At right, clockwise 
from top left, Trustee Lei Ahu Isa poses with principal 
Kameha‘ililani Waiau and graduates McElroy, Kau‘i 
Goodhue and Malanai Kāne Kuahiwinui. - Courtesy: 
Trustee Ahu Isa
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G
ood cultural planning 
is always about Lead-
ership, Resources and 
Commitment.

I n c o r p o r a t i n g 
Hawaiian cultural programs into a 
company’s product mix is an elu-
sive challenge. Cultural planning 
requires committed leadership and 
resources in order to do it well. 

In Hawai‘i, most of the hotel 
operators and large retail com-
plexes tend to approach creating a 
Hawaiian sense of place like a col-
lection of potted plants. That is, to 
position a few Hawaiian exhibits around the 
property and perhaps incorporate a spatter-
ing of Hawaiian themes in the architecture 
and interior design of the buildings. While 
this model has to be respected as an honest 
effort to create a Hawaiian sense of place it 
is far from what is needed to actually claim 
the property as being a Hawaiian place. 

For those who aspire to that level of excel-
lence the struggle is, how does one measure 
the return on investment? Standard operating 
models do not give equal weight to Hawai-
ian culture in the budget compared to the 
rest of the budget categories, such as sales 
and marketing, food and beverage, house-
keeping, maintenance, catering, security and 
so forth. Yet, for a Hawai‘i visitor experi-
ence, delivering the expectation of a quality 
Hawaiian experience seems like a no-brainer.

Ask yourself two questions. First, to 
what level do you wish to rise in providing 
a memorable Hawaiian sense of place expe-

rience for your guests? Second, 
what value can the culture bring to 
your institution in distinguishing 
you in the marketplace? No matter 
the level of your ambition, here are 
some suggestions. Form a Cultural 
Advisory Team headed by a rank-
ing member of the management 
team. Charge them to develop a 
cultural plan of programs, services 
and exhibits, being sure that the 
plan connects the institution to the 
surrounding community. Put num-
bers to the plan and establish an 
annual budget. Frame your cultural 

product mix so that the plan can help drive 
your marketing. Find ways to “memorial-
ize” in ways that it will survive the musical 
chairs of succeeding general managers.

Your institution’s cultural planning 
should be a dynamic process that never 
ends. It has to be more than a document 
that sits on a desk. It has to live and breathe. 
If the process is the vehicle, then the 
engine is the people who have to drive it. 

The most important cultural asset you 
have is your workforce. It is in them that 
the real culture lives and thrives. Your 
employees are the living bridges between 
your company and the cultural vibrancy of 
Hawai‘i. The cultural depth they can bring 
to the effort is beyond purchase or the reach 
of any consultant to bring to the table. 

Your best possible investment and 
return will come from your employ-
ees. Empower them and trust them. ¢

E 
ö e nä ‘öiwi ‘ölino, nä pulapula a 
Häloa, mai Hawai‘i a 
Ni‘ihau a puni ke ao mäla-
malama.

Enlightening and com-
pelling is the mana‘o of Winona 
Kealamapuana Ellis Rubin urging 
noteworthy ‘Aha delegates in 
2015 to “step up and step out” to 
envision and deliver on a preferred 
future for our lähui ‘öiwi Hawai‘i.  

For over 50 years, Mrs. Rubin, 
an acknowledged voice of credi-
bilty and compassion, living the 
shared struggles for Native Hawai-
ian self-determination, continues 
to offer sound counsel to 
those discerning enough “to 
hear what is not said, and to 
see what cannot be seen.”

The ’60s and ’70s, 
charted her course to Kame-
hameha Schools as the 1st 
Dean of Students; high 
school division Principal 
and 1st Director of Student 
Personnel Services K-12. 

The ’70s and ’80s 
launched ALU LIKE 
Inc. statewide, lead-
ing the way as a Native 
Hawaiian grantee advo-
cating federal programs 
and multi-year funding 
directly benefiting Native Hawaiians. 

In the ’80s Winona was the first Woman 
Director of Hawaiian Telephone Com-
pany, first Woman Recipient of the ‘Ö‘Ö 
Award, recipent of David Malo Award, 
UH Distinguished Alumni Award, Ke 
Ali‘i Pauahi Award, and Extraordinary 
Women of Hawai‘i and Leadership 
Advocacy Awards. In the ’80s she served 
two terms in the Waihe‘e Administra-
tion as Director of DHS, retiring in 1996. 

Over the decades, unceasingly 
committed to the betterment and self-
suffiency of Native Hawaiians, Mrs. 
R. continues to “serve” even now. 

I have served OHA since 1996 and 
recall my decade as OHA Chairperson 
witnessing the “can do – hiki no” spirit 
Mrs. Rubin sparked and elevated as a 
member of our team, including the “multi-
generational” dimensions of kuleana 
she honored and shaped in our dedicated 
staff. I remain ever grateful, apprecia-
tive and humbled by our collective work.

“Hiki no” work must continue to 
push forward as has been noted by 

Mrs. Rubin’s present call to action in 
KWO’s May and June message. 

Five years ago, at 80, Mrs. 
Rubin awaited passage of the 
NHGRA. She noted, “if this 
imperfect legislation survives its 
birth after 10 years of struggling at 
the congressional level, Hawaiians 
will have a chance at improving 
upon this enabling legislation.”

Sadly, in 2010, passage of 
NHGRA by Congress failed; sub-
positioning “legal and political” 
opportunities administratively, 
awaiting when and if Native Hawai-
ians choose to seize the advantage.

Evolving discussion 
relating to the Kingdom 
of Hawai‘i is just that, 
“evolving,” sitting squarely 
juxtapositioned to the pre-
senting dilemma of powers 
still haunting this century.

The Native Hawai-
ian Roll Commission 
and Na‘i Aupuni 
forge on tenaciously. 

Native Hawaiians, who 
have and will sign the “reg-
istration,” ask, are we ready? 

Simply stated by 
Winona, “top priority for 
Native Hawaiians must 
be self-governance.”

Equally important, “Native Hawaiians 
must elect ‘Aha delegates who are well-
prepared, ready to accept the challenge, 
and who will be noteworthy in achieving 
our expectations: inspired and steeped in 
lökahi, committed to living, practicing and 
exemplifying our cultural values, honor our 
ancestral küpuna, are strategic, analytical, 
focused, responsible, deliberative, pas-
sionate, and humble in victory and defeat.” 

Mrs. Rubin notes, “what is certain ... 
unless we see and act upon the larger pic-
ture rather than bickering about smaller 
time-consuming details, groups such as 
Grassroot Institute who have come from 
the continent to infiltrate Hawai‘i’s eco-
nomic structure, will destroy progress that 
indigenous people have made to date in 
moving toward a better tomorrow. In the 
past, such groups have been well-funded 
from sources outside Hawai‘i that do not 
intend for Hawaiians to succeed and want 
Hawaiian lands and assets badly. Astute 
decisions and actions now will ensure our 
survival and a meaningful future for gen-
erations to come.” E ö, Mrs. R. 31/48 ¢
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O
ne of the most significant 
battles in Hawaiian 
history was fought 
in December 1819 
on this property, 

located south of Keauhou-Kona, 
on Hawai‘i Island. It was the 
decisive battle between Liholi-
ho’s forces led by Kalanimoku 
and those of Kekuaokalani, 
nephew of Kamehameha I, 
who sought to preserve the kapu 
system.

Kekuaokalani and his wife 
Chiefess Manono fought side 
by side, and Manono was slain 
beside him at battle’s end – she is said to 
have uttered in her dying breath, “Mälama 
kö aloha” (keep your love). They are said 
to be buried here along with hundreds 
of warriors. The property includes burial 
mounds, platforms, lava tubes, several 
heiau, shrines, house sites, farming areas 
and part of the Ala Kahakai National 
Historic Trail. The first group of mis-
sionaries arrived only a few months later, 
forever changing the history of Hawai‘i.

These lands have been under the 
ownership and care of the Schattauer 
and Paris families for many genera-
tions. Financial pressures have led the 
Hawaiian ‘ohana to list the property for 
sale, yet they hope to see the land’s cul-
tural significance preserved rather than 
be lost to development. The Trust for 
Public Land is working with the non-
profit Mohala Hou Foundation founded 
by the Beamer family, which includes 
award-winning Hawaiian musician 
Keola Beamer, son of Winona Kapuailo-
hiamanonokalani Desha Beamer, fondly 
known as “Aunty Nona,” famed Kumu 
Hula, composer and activist. The Beam-
ers are descendants of Chiefess Manono. 
They are now working to establish a sep-
arate nonprofit named Aloha Kuamo‘o 
‘Äina to hold and manage the land.

In consultation with neighboring land-
owners and the community, AKA’s vision 
for the future is a restored Kuamo‘o 
landscape that links a vibrant local com-
munity aligned with an international 
community of those dedicated to cul-
tural and ecological peace and justice. 
AKA is developing a land manage-

ment plan for the property that would: 
(a) provide the public, Native 
Hawaiians and students with 
managed access to the land 
and contextual and interpreta-
tive educational opportunities, 
(b) restore native coastal veg-
etation, (c) revive agricultural 
practices, and (d) explore build-
ing a cultural learning center 
on a portion of the property. 

The Battle of Kuamo‘o was 
a critical turning point that 
led to overarching changes in 
Hawaiian society and political 
power. The Beamers and AKA 

strongly believe that this ‘äina – with 
its painful history of conflict alongside 
Manono’s legacy of mälama kö aloha 
(keep your love) – should be a center 
for peace and reconciliation. If con-
served, Kuamo‘o will also be a catalyst 
for meaningful learning and place-based 
education integrating Native Hawaiian 
and indigenous cultures in modern life. 

The Trust for Public Land and MHF 
are raising $4.25 million to purchase 
47 acres of oceanfront land. The State 
Legacy Land Conservation Commission 
ranked this project No. 1 and recom-
mended funding of $3 million (the Board 
of Land and Natural Resources has 
approved, and the Governor has released 
the funds). The Trust for Public land and 
MHF are now seeking $1.25 million.

When the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
was approached to participate, my first 
reaction as Chairperson of the Land 
and Property Committee was to recom-
mend that we not participate because 
of our budget constraints. However, I 
overheard my daughter Napua convers-
ing with Kumu Hula Hokulani Holt at 
an event about Kuamo‘o and Manono. 
When I asked Napua about the conversa-
tion, she replied she was discussing the 
kahiko that she had chosen to perform 
at the Merrie Monarch this year. I knew 
immediately that that was a hö‘ailona 
from our küpuna; that I should encour-
age my colleagues to kökua to preserve 
this very important land of cultural 
significance. The Board of Trustees 
voted in June to contribute $500,000. 
Mahalo nui! hulul@OHA.org ¢

Trustee’s note: This month’s column is 
written by Cheryl Corbiell, a com-
munity volunteer.

T
he Moloka‘i Gorilla 
Ogo Survey and 
Control Project was 
launched on Saturday, 
June 6, 2015, at Külana 

‘Öiwi. Seventy-five people with 
passion, knowledge and love for 
the reef and ocean attended the 
five-hour meeting and learned 
about the threat and distribution 
of the invasive algae (gorilla ogo) 
on Moloka‘i’s south shore and 
what other communities have 
tackled the invasive algae. The 
project partners involved are Kua‘äina 
Ulu ‘Auamo, OHA, DLNR’s Division of 
Aquatic Resources (DAR), The Nature 
Conservancy (TNC), Ke Kua‘äina Hanauna 
Hou and Kahina Pöhaku Loko I‘a. 

Kimo Franklin of Mälama Maunalua dis-
cussed the lessons learned from the ongoing 
invasive alien algae (IAA) cleanup at Mau-
nalua Bay. Over 200 acres of the 8-mile bay 
was invaded with IAA. The IAA smothers 
coral reefs and native algae communities. 
Since 2007, 3,000 volunteers have cleared 27 
acres. Franklin said, “The main lessons for 
Moloka‘i are: the impossible is possible, start 
small and get visible success, get community 
involvement and partnerships, logistics are 
important from how to remove the algae to 
where to dispose it, and science plays a critical 
role in the survey and monitoring of the areas.”

Manuel Mejia of TNC shared about ogo 
removal. “One hundred volunteers over a 
four-hour event can remove 30,000 pounds 
of invasive ogo,” said Mejia. Another 
option is TNC has a large underwater 
vacuum called the “super sucker” that lit-
erally vacuums up the ogo, but it requires 
the right seafloor conditions to use it. 

Via Skype, Charlie, Paul and 
Fred Reppun, taro farmers from 
Waiähole Valley, O‘ahu, described 
how they use invasive ogo as a 
soil amendment on their 10-acre 
farm. The ogo is a potassium 
source for taro and sweet potato 
crops. They are also experiment-
ing with a homemade digester 
to retain more ogo nutrients.

Sarah and Lily Jenkins, 
Moloka‘i High School students, 
provided a historical perspective 
about mangrove introduction and 
gorilla ogo. Sixty-six percent of 
Moloka‘i’s fishponds are cov-

ered with mangroves, and over the next 
100 years over 64 percent of the reef will 
be covered if nothing is done. Mangroves 
change water quality and produce sheltered 
mudflats, which are prime IAA habitat.

Sarah Vasconcellos, a doctoral Botany 
student at the University of Hawai‘i-
Mänoa, described her success with native 
limu propogation. The research was con-
ducted on the reef fronting the Waikïkï 
Aquarium. Quarterly cleanups remove the 
invasive algae and native limu is planted 
in its place. Hoaka Thomas, Biology stu-
dent at UH-Mänoa, presented his research 
about the introduction of red urchins into 
areas where gorilla ogo was cleared. “The 
urchins can do the much harder, tedious 
work of grazing the little bits of algae,” said 
Hoaka. The strategy has worked in small 
test plots. This is a possibility for Moloka‘i.

The next phase is July 11-13, 2015, when 
Moloka‘i volunteers will participate in the 
south shore survey. Approximately six teams 
of half-a-dozen people will survey and GPS 
the south shore for gorilla ogo and man-
groves. Call the Office of Hawaiian Affairs 
on Moloka‘i to volunteer: 808-560-3611. ¢
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2015
JONES – Big Island Jones ‘Ohana Reunion 
July 11, 2015, @ Onekahakaha Beach Park 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Come join us for Food, Games 
& Fun for the day. For more information 
contact Noelani Spencer (808) 895-8747 or 
Karen DeSilva (808) 966-6872.

KAHELE/‘OHANA O MILOLI‘I – 
The family of the late William Pio Keomaka 
Kahele Sr. and Maraea Kaanoalii Kalua 
Kahele is getting together with the ‘Ohana o 
Miloli‘i on Sept. 3-6, 2015. It will be held at 
the beach park, “The last Hawaiian fishing 
village of Miloli‘i.” For more information 
contact Jolynne Kahele ph. (808) 990-8467; 
Jade Kahee ph. (808) 990-8447; Sarah K. 

Kahele, 144 Kaieie Place, Hilo, HI 96720, 
ph. (808) 670-6775.

NA KUAUHAU ‘O KAHIWAKANE- 
KAPOLEI – Na Kuauhau ‘o Kahiwakane 
kapolei Grand Reunion on Aug. 20-23, 2015, 
at the Ala Moana Hotel. Activities will include 
Ho‘okupu La‘i and Pu‘olo Workshop, Mauna 
‘ala, ‘Iolani Palace, Kamehameha Statue tour, 
Queen Emma Summer Palace, Ko‘olaupoko 
“Legends of Ko‘olau” culture cruise on the 
Glass-Bottom Boat. Seats on these tours are 
limited, please submit your registration sheet as 
soon as possible. Please see your newsletter for 
further details. If you have any questions, please 
contact L. Keali‘i‘olu‘olu Gora (808) 386-1363 
or Denise Kawailani Bee (808) 352-6321.

KUPAHU – Ka ‘Äkoakoa o ka ‘Ohana 
Kupahu: Windward descendants of John 
Hawi and Eme Kulamanu are hosting this 
year’s reunion on July 24-26. Call, text or 
email any of the following ‘Ohana members 
for more information: Kaloku, (702) 482-
2572 or kkahalepo808@gmail.com; Kanani, 
(808) 284-6049 or kananisang@yahoo.
com; Deanna, (808) 292-2569 or dkchang@
hawaiiantel.net; and Kapua, (808) 497-9478 
or kenuie001@hawaii.rr.com; or visit the Ka 
‘Ohana Kupahu Facebook page.

MAHI – The Mahi ‘Ohana will be host-
ing a reunion Oct. 9-10, 2015, in N. Kohala, 
Hawai‘i, Big Island for the descendants of 
Charles Pelenui and Christiina Kahalekai 

Kaloheaulani (Sp.) Children William Ilihia, 
Kaainiu, Pelekapu, John Pelenui, Cecilia 
Melekuli, Felix Kekaulikeokalua, Keahinui, 
Mitchell Mikiele, Mary Kamalu & Abraham 
Leone. To the Mahi ‘ohana and descendants 
that are not listed above, you are invited to 
the event as a special invitee to the reunion. 
For more information, contact Bella Mahi 
via telephone at 808-889-1396 or registra-
tion forms can be sent via email to bmahire 
union@gmail.com (PDF only) or via mail to 
P.O. Box 231155, Las Vegas, NV 89105.

NAEHU/SAFFERY – Descendants of 
Captain and Judge Edmund Saffery (1806-
1874) and wives Kupuna Naehu and Waiki 
Kawaawaaiki Naehu (1828-1900) of 
Olowalu, Maui, are in the beginning stag-
es of planning a family reunion for Summer 
2016 on O‘ahu. We are looking for represen-
tatives of their combined 14 children to help 
with planning and communicating infor-
mation to the rest of their line. Their chil-
dren include Fanny (John Kaiaokamalie); 
Edmund Jr. (Emalia Wallace); Henry (Kahua 
Kaanaana); Caroline (Frank Rose); William 
(Emily Cockett and Jennie Makekau); John 
(Lucy Kahalelio and Rebecca Nahooikaika); 
Thomas (Mary Luna Kina); Mary (Daniel 
Palena); Emma (William Pogue); Anna 
(Joseph Kealoha and Daniel Nahaku); 
Julianna (Antone Freitas) ; Charles (Emily 
Hawele and Catherine Kauhi); Helen; Emalia 
(Lai Ernestberge, George Conrad and Nelson 

Kaloa). If you’re interested in joining the 
planning committee or have questions please 
contact: Naomi Losch, 261-9038, nlosch 
@hawaii.rr.com or Kulamanu Goodhue,  
689-4015, manu_losch@hotmail.com. Please 
visit our Facebook Page: www.facebook.com 
/groups/EdmundSafferySrOhana/.

‘ImI ‘Ohana • 
FAMILY SEARcH

KA ‘OHANA O KALAUPAPA – Has 
records and resources that could provide you 
with information about any ancestors you 
might have had at Kalaupapa. Contact us 
by email (info@kalaupapaohana.org), mail 
(Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa, P.O. Box 1111, 
Kalaupapa, HI 96742) or phone (Coordinator 
Valerie Monson at 808-573-2746).  
There is no charge for our research. All 
descendants are also welcome to become 
part of Ka ‘Ohana O Kalaupapa.

KEALA – I am the great-grandson of Ioane 
Keala who was married to Pelekila Aimoku. 
I am looking for information on Ioane. The 
story from my grandmother (Ellen Keala) 
said that Ioane left his family and returned 
to the Big Island and his family. I would 
appreciate any information on Ioane Keala. 
Please contact me using the following email 
address: jinbwoneng@hotmail.com. Thank 
you very much. ¢

E na- ‘ohana Hawai‘i: If you are planning a reunion or looking for genealogical information, Ka Wai Ola will print your listing at no charge on a space-available basis. Listings should 
not exceed 200 words. OHA reserves the right to edit all submissions for length. Send your information by mail, or e-mail kwo@OHA.org. E ola na- mamo a Ha- loa! 

Ho‘oHui ‘oHAnA
famiLY reunions

E Ö Mai KULEANA LAND HOLDERS
THE KULEANA LAND TAX ordinances in the City and County of Honolulu, County of Hawai‘i, 
County of Kaua‘i and County of Maui allow eligible owners to pay minimal property taxes 
each year. Applications are on each county’s web site.

For more information on the Kuleana Tax Ordinance or for genealogy verifi cation requests, 
please contact 808.594.1967 or email kuleanasurvey@oha.org.

All personal data, such as names, locations and descriptions of Kuleana Lands will be kept secure and used solely for the purposes of this attempt to perpetuate Kuleana rights and possession.
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oha.org
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20 ACRES PASTORAL LAND Kamuela – DHDL 
Lease – Pu‘ukapu Lots. $70,000 must sell. 
812-285-1208.

65,000 – (LH) MOLOKA‘I – 5.266 acres 
located right outside Kaunakakai and 
Moloka‘i Airport. G. Jeannie Byers (R) PB 808-
285-4774 West Beach Realty, Inc. Jeannie@ 
westbeachrealty.com. 

BIG ISLAND – Fee Simple 1 acre located in 
Ocean View Estates, take Hawai‘i Belt Rd., 
turn on Hawai‘i Blvd. paved road, overhead 
electricity. $18,000. Graham Realty Inc., 
Bobbie Kennedy (RA) 808-221-6570 email 
BobbieGrahamRealtyHawaii@gmail.com.

BIG ISLAND – WAIMEA Beautiful large 4 bed-
room, 3 bath home, grand room, large deck 
and much more – minutes from town. O‘ahu – 
Kapolei, Kaupe‘a 2 bedroom, 2 bath, home lots 
of upgrades DHHL lease – Graham Realty Inc., 
Bobbie Kennedy (RA) 808-221-6570 email 
BobbieGrahamRealtyHawaii@gmail.com.

BIG ISLAND – Maku‘u Farm lots. 2 acres 2 bd/2 
ba home, workshop 1 bd/1 ba, paved roads, 
overhead utilities, fruit trees, landscaped, rock 
wall. $140,000 DHHL lease. Call 987-1583. 

EDWINA PENNINGTON NextHome Pacific 
Properties 1279 S. Kïhei Rd., Suite 119, 
Kïhei, Hawai‘i 96753. Cell 808-291-6823.  
www.ipropertiesmaui.com. 

FREE GENEALOGY WORKSHOPS Makakilo HI 
FHC “Family Discover Day” on August 22, 
2015-Saturday at 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
at 92-200 Makakilo Dr., Kapolei, HI 96707. 
Register for FREE: https://www.lds.org/ 
familyhistoryday. 

HÖKÜLE‘A & the Worldwide Voyage are about 
universal values & coming together to perpet-
uate the things we love. Please help us support 
these efforts hokulea.com/donate.

KÄNAKA MAOLI flags and regular Hawaiian 
flags (large 3’x5’) for your truck, boat or house 
($10.00 each), hand flags (12”x18”), special 
T-shirts and tank tops with the royal crest, 
island T-shirts for your island from $10.00, 
Känaka Maoli Pledge & Hawaiian Flag Code 
posters, stickers, window decals, banners. 
Order via www.kanakamaolipower.org or  
808-332-5220. 

KONA/LA‘I ‘ÖPUA 2 bdrm/1 ba, granite coun-
tertops, upgraded appliances, Photovoltaic 
(Kumu Kit) $265,000. Nänäkuli/Farrington-
Build your dream home 11,935 sf. lot tear 
down house, Kanehili/Kapolei 5 bdrm/3 ba 
cul-de-sac location $495,000. Leasehold 
– Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 295-4474 Wil-
liams Keller Honolulu.

KULA, WAIOHULI DHHL. 3/2 Home on .993 acres, 
see at www.ipropertiesmaui.com or call Edwina 
Pennington R(S) Nexthome Pacific Properties. 
808-291-6823. Listed at $419,000. 

LA‘I ‘ÖPUA (KONA) – Young family looking to 
purchase an undivided interest lease. Loan 
pre-approved, can pay cash. Please con-
tact Puka at 339-5760 or email alohag88@ 
hotmail.com. 

LOOKING FOR 2-3 GENERATION families on 
O‘ahu to talk story about health and nutri-
tion. Mahalo gift cards for your help. Please 
call Colin Kekoa Wills at 224-5364, or cwills@
hawaii.edu, yeebarba@hawaii.edu 

MAKU‘U (5) ACRES, located in the Big Island. 
Beautiful home in nice neighborhood near main 
highway. Make an offer, selling $275,000. Call 
Edwina Pennington. 808-291-6823. 

MAUI – KAUA‘I– Undivided res. Lease for 
upcoming new home awards. – DHHL leases. 
Graham Realty Inc., Bobbie Kennedy (RA) 
808-221-6570 email BobbieGrahamRealty 
Hawaii@gmail.com.

MAUI – WAIOHULI Undivided lease for sale or 
exchange. Willing to exchange for Kaua‘i lease 
or part Kaua‘i lease purchase. Please call or 
email for more information: Rose Kirland 808-
276-5093. Email: rosekirland@hotmail.com. 

NATIVE HAWAIIAN BUSINESS Development 
Empowerment Workshops. Wailea, Maui – 
July 11. Hilo, Hawai‘i – July 18. FREE! Call 
808-792-7521.

PANA‘EWA, HILO (near the airport) home on 
5.003 acres, convenient to mall. Call Edwina 
Pennington R(S) 808-291-6823 NEXTHOME 
PACIFIC PROPERTIES or see at www.iproperties 
maui.com. 

PREQUALIFIED BUYER LOOKING for a resi-
dence to purchase at Hawaiian Home in 
Waiehu Kou I-IV. Homes must be fully permitted 
for transfer purposes. Please call Joe Black-
burn (R) at 870-2123 or email mlb@maui 
property4you.com Maui Land Broker and Prop-
erty Management, Inc. 104 N. Market Street, 
Wailuku, HI 96793.

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING A HOME? 
Call Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 295-4474. 
Keller Williams Honolulu. To view current 
listings go to my website CharmaineQuilit 
Poki.com. Call or email me at Charmaine.
QuilitPoki@gmail.com to learn more about 
homeownership. Mahalo nui. Specialize in Fee 
Simple & Homestead Properties, 29 years.

VACANT LOTS – Maku‘u 5 acres. Pana‘ewa 10 
acres. Kula 37,000 sq. ft. Këökea 2.9 acres. 
Leasehold – Charmaine I. Quilit Poki (R) 295-
4474 Williams Keller Honolulu.

classified ads only $12.50 - Type or clearly write your ad of no more than 175 characters (including spaces and punctuation) and mail, along with a check 
for $12.50, to: Ka Wai Ola classifieds, Office of Hawaiian Affairs, 560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Suite 200, Honolulu, HI 96817. Make check payable to OHA. 
(We cannot accept credit cards.) Ads and payment must be received by the 15th for the next month's edition of Ka Wai Ola. Send your information by mail, 
or e-mail kwo@oha.org with the subject “Makeke/Classified.” OHA reserves the right to refuse any advertisement, for any reason, at our discretion.
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HoNoLuLu
560 N. Nimitz Hwy., Ste. 200, 

Honolulu, HI 96817
Phone: 808.594.1888 
Fax: 808.594.1865

easT HaWaI‘I (HILo)
162-A Baker Avenue

Hilo, HI 96720
Phone: 808.920.6418 

Fax: 808.920.6421

WesT HaWaI‘I (KoNa)
75-1000 Henry St., Ste. 205

Kailua-Kona, HI 96740
Phone: 808.327.9525 
Fax: 808.327.9528

MoLoKa‘I
Ku-lana ‘O

-
iwi, P.O. Box 1717

Kaunakakai, HI 96748
Phone: 808.560.3611 
Fax: 808.560.3968

LāNa‘I
P.O. Box 631413, 

Lāna’i City, HI 96763
Phone: 808.565.7930 

Fax: 808.565.7931

Kaua‘I / NI‘IHau
4405 Kukui Grove St., Ste. 103

Lı̄ hu‘e, HI 96766-1601
Phone: 808.241.3390 
Fax: 808.241.3508

MauI
33 Lono Ave., Suite 480
Kahului, HI 96732-1636
Phone: 808.873.3364 

Fax: 808.873.3361

WasHINGToN, d.C.
We've moved!

211 K Street NE
Washington D.C., 20002

New phone: 202.506.7238
New fax: 202-629-4446

oHa
offICes

CHARMAINE QUILIT POKI

CALL: 808.295.4474

CharmaineQuilitPoki.com

Charmaine.QuilitPoki@gmail.com

Call now for a free market 
analysis of your home

REALTOR GRI, CRS RB-15988

1347 Kapiolani  Blvd., Suite 300, Honolulu HI 96814

Serving Hawaii's families for 29 years 

Mana is our Legacy, 
Mauli Ola is our destiny

oha.org/health
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‘O nā ‘ai o nā  kūpuna 
     nā  hua‘ai me nā  lau ‘ai.
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Kamehameha Schools
951 ADV-DML Campaign ad

OHA, Color, 
9.7" x 7.75"

You’re busy. Let us help.
Between bills, dinner, bedtime stories, the carpool and all the other activities 
that �ll our day, who wouldn’t appreciate some help with keeping track of 
educational opportunities for your keiki? 

Sign up for Kamehameha Schools’ Direct Mail List!
Timely, customized updates sent directly to your email or mailbox.
• Program application noti�cations  • Community news and events  
• Scholarship information and much more! 

SIGN  
UP NOW!

www.ksbe.edu/ 
directmail


