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Change Sought in Classifying Hawaiians

By Wendy Roylo Hee

: Planning and Development Officer

Over the past several years the Office of Hawaiian Af-
fairs has been asking the Bureau of the Census to
reconsider the way it collects and presents data on
Hawaiians.

Currently, the Census Bureau classifies Hawaiians
under the general heading of Asian and Pacific Island-
ers. As we recently said in a letter to Senator Daniel K.
Inouye who shares our view, we think it is very impor-
tant that the Bureau of the Census reclassify Hawaiians
in recognition of our native status. OHA would like to
see Hawaiians classified separately just as the other Na-
tive American groups (American Indians, Eskimos and
Aleuts) are.
~ In contrast to OHA’s position that Hawaiians be
recognized as Native Americans, the Census Bureau is
in effect equating Hawaiians with immigrants by classi-
fying us under the heading of Asian and Pacific Islander.
With the exception of Hawaiians, all the groups includ-
ed in this category are immigrants to the United States
or American nationals. In addition to Hawalians, the
category includes: Japanese, Chinese, Filipinos, Ko-
reans, Asian Indians, Vietnamese, Guamanians,
Samoans and other Pacnﬁc Island peoples.

OHA is taking several steps to achieve the desired
change in the classification of Hawaiians. In addition to
making our concern clear to John Keane, Director of
the Bureau of the Census, we are also submitting testi-
mony to the U.S. House of Representative’s Sub-Com-

‘mittee on Census and Population of our concerns and

assisting Senator Inouye with his study of the issue. Ac-
cording to the Bureau of the Census, the Office of Man-

- agement and Budget dictates a standard definition of

ethnic and racial categories to be used by all Federal
agencies reporting statistical data. Because OHA be-
lieves that it is important that Hawaiians be consistently
regarded as Native Americans in all federal programs,
OHA has also been in contact with the Office of
Management and Budget.

One of the reasons OHA is being so persistent about
the federal classification of Hawaiians is that such
recognition would increase the awareness of others that
Hawaiians are Native Americans and therefore entitled
to all the benefits of other Native Americans. Through
the efforts of many people, particularly our congres-
sional representatives, Hawaiians are increasingly being
included in federal programs for Native Americans and

are even the subject of their own legislation based on
native status.

We think it is important that agencies and programs
outside the federal government recognize Hawaiians as
a native and underserved minority group. Many na-
tional opportunities available to other minorities, such
as scholarships for minorities and special consideration
for college admittance, are often not extended to
Hawaiians because the offerer is not aware of the status
of Hawaiians as a minority group.

OHA has been in contact with several college pro-
grams asking them to include Hawaiians among their
list of eligible minorities in an effort to increase edu-
cational opportunities for Hawaiians. The response
from these programs has been favorable and we anti-
cipate our efforts to be even more fruitful when the im-

~ pact from changes at the Bureau of the Census and the

Office of Management and Budget take effect.

Aloha Week Ali‘i
Search Under Way

Aloha Week is conducting its annual search for the
1987 Aloha Week king, queen, prince and princess.

Interested Hawaiians have until May 15 to submit
applications to Aloha Week at 750 Amana St., Hono-
lulu, Hawaii 96814, telephone 944-8857. Requirements:

King — No less than 5" 11” tall and at least 30 years of
age.

Queen — At least 55" tall and at least 30 years of age.

Prince — No less than 5’ 7" tall and at least age 16 but
not older than 18.

Princess — At least 5" 2” tall and at least age 16 but
not older than 18.

Additionally, the Prince and Princess applicants must
be single and remain single throughout the year of their
reign. All applicants for the four positions must be no
less than one-fourth Hawaiian and must be willing to
volunteer 150 hours of service during the year.

Personal interviews will be held following the May 15
deadline. Final selection of the couples will be held in
August and a seminar and training period will follow.
Presentation of the selected couples will be made during
a September pageant.

Application forms are available from the Aloha Week
office.
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